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Education Newsletter, Term 2, 2021

The Parliamentary Education Office, (PEO) welcomes back all of our dedicated 
HaSS educators for the new term. Check out our fun, factual and free resources 

to enhance civic literacy throughout Western Australia. 
Don’t forget to check out our channels for updates!

Competition Announced
To mark the centenary of Edith Cowan being the first woman 
elected to an Australian Parliament, the PEO has now launched 
the ‘What would Edith Say?’ competition  If you teach Year 5 or 6 
students, you could win your school $1000. Send us a 90 second 
video of your class exploring a contemporary issue that you 
think Edith would have cared about. For inspiration check out our 
Teacher Resource Pack which is packed with interesting information 
about Edith’s inspirational life and the many causes she championed. 
Entries can be submitted online and close Wednesday 28 July, 2021.

A Vote for Democracy 
Now that all votes have been counted from the March state election,
it is the perfect time for you and your students to familiarise 
yourselves with who will be representing you in Parliament for 
the next four years. No matter who you are or where you live in 
Western Australia, you will have seven people representing you. 
Six of these representatives are Members of the Legislative Council 
and you will also have one local Member of the Legislative Assembly 
(MLA). Set an assignment for your class to research your MLA by 
searching our Biographical Register. 

Did you know that we have more women in Parliament now than we 
ever had before? In the Legislative Assembly 28 of the 59 seats will 
be held by women and in the Legislative Council, 15 of the 36.  It is 
also interesting to note that on the centenary year of Edith Cowan’s 
election we have now witnessed the 100th woman being sworn into 
the Parliament of Western Australia, the Member for Hillarys Caitlin 
Collins, who is a former politics and history teacher. 
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http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au
https://www.facebook.com/ParliamentWA/
https://twitter.com/parliamentWA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCky_PN1fexRYv7pKlMOO5Xg?view_as=subscriber
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/WebCMS/webcms.nsf/content/edith-cowan-competition
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/WebCMS/webcms.nsf/resources/file-ectrpei/$file/EC%20Teacher%20Resource%20Primary%20Edition%20-%20Interactiveversion.pdf
https://form.jotform.com/210728108785056
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/Parliament/Library/MPHistoricalData.nsf/ScreenMemberBios
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/webcms/webcms.nsf/resources/file-womenmprecordfactsheet/$file/Fact%20Sheets%20Women%20Record%20of%20Women%20MPs%20in%20the%20Parliament%20of%20WA%20Updated%20April2021.pdf
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Regional Outreach Program
The PEO had a wonderful time recently delivering Pop up 
Parliaments to over 800 students, educators and community 
members in Esperance. This term our facilitators head to Broome 
in week 11. This is perfect time for teachers to revise this term’s 
HASS program or as a great preview for term 3 programming. 
Teachers wishing to book these free incursions can lodge an 
expression of interest by contacting us on 9222 7259 or email                 
education@parliament.wa.gov.au

Statewide Student Parliament
Do you have a Year 10 student who is brimming with enthusiasm 
for representing their community’s interests or perhaps a pupil who 
would benefit from the opportunity to build their confidence in 
advocating for themselves and others? This year the POWA’s 
Statewide Student Parliament will be held over three days in Term 4.

This initiative welcomes students from across the state and aims to 
enhance their understanding of the parliamentary system of 
government, so that they become better informed and more 
actively engaged in democracy. Check out our socials throughout 
the term, as further details are released. 

Teaching tomorrow’s Teachers Today
This year the PEO has already delivered Civics and Citizenship 
Professional learning workshops to over 150 practising and student 
teachers. The Humanities and Social Science area is a dynamic space 
with new issues emerging all of the time and these sessions have 
provided educators with the opportunity to learn about the latest 
strategies and curriculum linked resources our office has developed. 
These workshops also provide us with the opportunity to learn what 
other resources or activities teachers would like us to produce to 
continue to make learning fun, informative and relevant to students. 

http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au
mailto:pdooley%40parliament.wa.gov.au?subject=Regional%20Outreach%20Program%20-%20Pop%20Up%20Parliament
https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/WebCMS/webcms.nsf/content/visit-and-learn-educators-and-students-teacher-and-student-workbooks
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Contact 

Parliamentary Education Office
Parliamentary Services Department | Parliament of Western Australia
Parliament House | 4 Harvest Terrace | West Perth WA 6005
t (08) 9222 7259
e education@parliament.wa.gov.au | w www.parliament.wa.gov.au

Click here to unsubscribe

Acknowledgement of Country
The Parliament of Western Australia is honoured to be situated on the ancestral lands of the Whadjuk 
Noongar people. The Parliament acknowledges the First Australians as the traditional owners of the 
lands we represent and pays respects to their Elders both past and present.

Open Day
Hundreds of people had the opportunity to discover Parliament 
both ‘inside and out’ at our recent Heritage Day event. Visitors had 
a behind the scenes tour of our state’s home of democracy, 
learning about the fascinating history behind the house on the hill. 

If you weren’t lucky enough to attend, share with your class the 
documentary, ‘The Key to your House’ which explores many facets 
of Parliament House and has a companion learning activity sheet 
for all of the thirteen episodes. They can be viewed sequentially 
or as stand-alone programs. When combined with the embedded 
corresponding learning activity, you have a complete ‘view and do’ 
lesson which can be completed within a one hour period.  

Call Out to Country Schools
If your school is located 150 kilometres from Perth and you include 
a tour of Parliament as part of your visit to the city, then you may 
be eligible for a $200 rebate.  The application for this rebate is tied 
to the Parliament Education booking system, with 25 allocations 
throughout the school year.
 

http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au
mailto:education%40parliament.wa.gov.au%20?subject=
http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au
mailto:Click%20here%20to%20unsubscribe?subject=Please%20unsubscribe%20me%20from%20the%20POWA%20House%20newsletter
https://twitter.com/parliamentWA
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