February 2022

Parliament of Western Australia’s

Community Newsletter

Inside this edition
we will:

• Discuss the COVID-19 situation as it applies to
tours at Parliament House
• Highlight the fountains renovation project
• Showcase the work of Parliamentarians in 2021

Feel free to follow us:

• Deliver fast facts from behind the scenes
• Get to the ‘Art of the Matter’ with another
featured piece from Parliament’s collection

Regrettably, tours of Parliament have been suspended until
further notice, as part of a range of measures implemented by
the Presiding Officers in response to COVID-19.

COVID-19 Update
Parliament House

This decision was made to preserve the operation of the
Parliament to enable it to fulfill its constitutional duties of passing
legislation, holding government to account and representing the
views of the people. We hope to be able to open our doors to you
again soon.

Fountains Renovation Project
From fountains to toilet block to office space – heritage matters at
Parliament. Parliament House was among 30 projects named
as finalists in the 2021 Western Australian Heritage Awards. The
award recognises outstanding contributions to conserving and
protecting historic places for future generations and celebrates
the innovative and exemplary practices in the interpretation and
promotion of our State’s heritage.
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Fountains Renovation Project continued..
Originally constructed in 1971, the fountains were decommissioned
35 years later due to major water leaks causing serious structural
issues. A decade on, the increasingly dilapidated toilet and
storage space was finally granted a reprieve and repurposed into
Parliamentary office space.
Before

After

Officially re-opened in August 2020, the restored fountains now
houses parliamentary staff and boast a stunning view down
St George’s Terrace. Every care was taken to ensure the design
mirrored the original fountains concept, including the careful
selection of furnishing to provide a clear view to the fountains.
While the redevelopment project did not win a Western Australian
Heritage Award for 2021, we are proud to have been nominated
and to have saved this iconic landmark for future generations.
Watch the video.

Work of Parliamentarians 2021
Have you ever wondered how much work actually gets done in
Parliament? Take a look at the results from the two chambers –
you might be surprised. As you can see, a lot of things happen
behind the scenes and while you might not know what’s going on
day by day, rest assured, your parliament is always busy working
for you.
•

QU I

•

MA

S OI

PEN

Y

•

•

T

L

ON

I

•

S

Work of the Legislative Council 2021

Work of the Legislative Assembly 2021
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Parliament Behind the Scenes
Building Services

Librarians responded to

2,558 reference requests

completed
work orders

987

31,301



Speaking of behind the scenes, here’s some fast facts about the
Parliamentary Services Department – the people who power your
Parliament:
Average length of service of 12 years, and
an average age of 57 years.

people visited Parliament House

132

Broadcasting streamed

777 hours

Full-Time / Part-Time
casual employees

of parliamentary debates
and committee hearings

footage available on our website
Statistics sourced from
Parliamentary Services Department Annual Report 2020/21

Catering Services
largest number
of employees

1.7%
Turnover

54%

are
Female

All of this makes for a very busy workplace,
but we wouldn’t have it any other way.

The Art of the Matter
You might not think of the Parliament of Western Australia as
an art gallery, but it holds one of the largest collections of local
artworks of any state parliament in Australia. This collection is
unique to Western Australia, with acquisitions including artworks
by Aboriginal artists, as well as paintings from the various regions
around the state. You can find out about Parliament’s artworks on
our website. You can also view artworks from the comfort of your
own home as part of our Key to Your House series, General art
collection and Aboriginal art collection.
This month’s feature is ‘Kapi Winki’ by Pitjantjatara elder Wingu
Tingima. It features traditional methods of sand painting and
ceremonial body painting, transferred onto canvas, to confirm
the ancient bond between Aboriginal culture and the land.
The artist’s use of line, bold colours and form, ancient and
contemporary symbols, emphasises a strong connection to her
country and culture of the Western Desert. This artwork is currently
on loan to Parliament House from the Art Gallery of Western
Australia’s collection and we hope to be running our art tours
again in the future, so you can see these beautiful pieces in person.
Contact:
Parliamentary Education Office
Parliamentary Services Department | Parliament of Western Australia
Parliament House | 4 Harvest Terrace | West Perth WA 6005
t (08) 9222 7259
e education@parliament.wa.gov.au | w www.parliament.wa.gov.au
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