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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — COUNCIL MESSAGES 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [12.04 pm]: I move — 
That for the remainder of 2019 so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable 
messages from the Legislative Council to be taken into consideration on the day on which they are received. 

In speaking to this motion, members are obviously aware that the Legislative Council is currently debating the 
Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2019. I understand that a motion was moved in that place earlier today that would 
see consideration of that bill probably concluded by some time next week, possibly on Friday. Given that it is 
anticipated that there will be a number of amendments to the bill, that will, of course, require a message to be 
received by the Legislative Assembly. To allow for the anticipated message, which would potentially include 
a number of amendments to the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill, this motion, if supported by the Assembly, would 
allow us to return to this chamber on a day determined ultimately by the Speaker to debate the amendments in that 
Council message on the day on which it is received. 
As members will be aware, the normal procedure is that a message is received and dealt with on the next sitting 
day, unless dealt with earlier through a substantive motion. This motion allows the Assembly to reconvene on 
a day designated by the Speaker and deal with the message on the day on which it is received. It is important to 
highlight to members that in anticipation of the other place agreeing to pass the bill that is before it by the end of 
next week, the Speaker would designate a day in the following week to recall the Assembly. I cannot confirm what 
date it would be. It would possibly be the tenth, which is Tuesday, but that is yet to be confirmed by the Speaker. 
This is a reminder to all members of this chamber to anticipate that and be aware of that in their diaries. I know that 
a number of members will have school graduations to attend next week during the mornings, so we anticipate that 
this house would sit at either midday or just after midday on whichever day is determined. Once that information 
is available, all members will be advised. I ask the house to support, first, the suspension of standing orders and 
then the passing of this motion so that the anticipated message from the Legislative Council can be dealt with on 
the date specified by the Speaker. We would then deal with those amendments as per the normal procedure.  
MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [12.10 pm]: The opposition supports the suspension of standing orders and 
the motion that carries with it. We anticipate that at the end of the year anyway. Typically, motions like this would 
be moved to ensure that we can finalise a sitting that would already have been scheduled. Of course, this is an 
extraordinary circumstance. We were anticipating a recall as a result of the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill being 
dealt with by the Legislative Council, as we understand, within the parameters of next week, whatever that looks like, 
and then a variety of amendments coming back to this place to be dealt with, hopefully, as the Leader of the House 
has already forecast, in the subsequent week. The opposition has anticipated for some time that it was likely to be 
on 10 December and a number of our members have already made arrangements for that. We have spoken about 
this before. As the Leader of the House indicated, we would want to ensure that the maximum amount of time is 
allocated during that day, in the daylight hours, noting that the house is likely to be recalled for a single day to deal 
with the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill. Undoubtedly it will go late, but of course we would like as much time as 
possible while the sun is shining to deal with it, rather than possibly sitting until 3.00 am or 4.00 am-plus on the 
Wednesday thereafter. We appreciate that, as with any recall, we will have the opportunity to have question time 
and the usual standing orders suspension on matters of public interest to ensure that the opposition continues to do 
its job of scrutinising and holding the government to account. The opposition stands in support of this motion for 
the good order of the house. It would be done routinely anyway at the end of the year and, of course, this is an 
extraordinary circumstance dealing with an extraordinary bill. The opposition lends our support to the government 
for the suspension of standing orders. 
Question put and passed. 
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