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PUBLIC WORKS AMENDMENT 
(WA BUILDING MANAGEMENT AUTHORITY ABOLITION) BILL 2019 

Receipt and First Reading 
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on motion by Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment), read 
a first time. 

Second Reading 
HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [1.09 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 
The bill seeks to amend the Public Works Act 1902 to abolish the Western Australian Building Management Authority. 
The authority was established under the Public Works Act in 1984. Originally called the Western Australian 
Building Authority, it was created to provide government with the ability to raise capital in its own right. In 
1994, the Public Works Act was amended to make the Western Australian Building Authority an agent of the 
Crown. The authority was renamed the Western Australian Building Management Authority. The authority has 
been used on two occasions as a fundraising vehicle—to borrow approximately $285 million in 1984 and 
approximately $55 million in 1996. These loans were repaid in 2008. In 2014, the Department of Treasury 
reviewed the Financial Management Act 2006 and concluded that the authority was no longer required because, 
since 1996, the state has had the ability to meet its capital works borrowing requirements through other means. 

The PRESIDENT: Minister, I am sorry to interrupt the second reading speech, but there is a lot of noise bubbling 
around the chamber and I am struggling to hear you. If people need to have a conversation, please step outside and 
let the minister read in his bill, please. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Consequently, it was recommended that the Western Australian Building Management 
Authority be abolished and the relevant provisions of the Public Works Act repealed. Abolishing the Western Australian 
Building Management Authority will reduce red tape by removing the need for an annual report to be prepared for 
a body that is no longer required. The Western Australian Building Management Authority has no known assets, 
rights, liabilities or obligations. Nevertheless, as a precautionary measure that is generally taken in cases like this, the 
amending legislation includes a provision that any assets, rights, liabilities and obligations of the Western Australian 
Building Management Authority be assigned to the Minister for Works on behalf of the state. 

The bill also makes other minor amendments to the Public Works Act 1902 that are unrelated to abolishing the 
authority. Specifically, the term “judge” has been deleted as it is now defined in section 5 of the Interpretation Act 1984. 

Pursuant to standing order 126(1), I advise that this bill is not a uniform legislation bill. It does not ratify or give 
effect to an intergovernmental or multilateral agreement to which the government of the state is a party; nor does this 
bill, by reason of its subject matter, introduce a uniform scheme or uniform laws throughout the commonwealth. 

I commend the bill to the house and table the explanatory memorandum. 

[See paper 3483.] 

Debate adjourned, pursuant to standing orders. 
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