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EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES. 

MONDAY, 16TH JULY, 1877. 
SCAB TN SHEEP-SELECT CoM11IITTEE.-Mr~ Steere, in accordance with notice, moved, That a ~ele~} 

Committee be appointed to inquire into the operation of the Acts in force for the prevention ·t 
Scab in Sheep, with power to call for papers and persons, and to report to this ~01;1se wh~ther 1

11 would be advisable to make a fresh distribution of the various Inspectors' D1stncts to isur 
more efficient supervision of infected sheep : That s~ch Committee consist of Sir Thomas Cockbur · 
Campbell, Mr. Brown, Mr. Burges, Mr. Hamersley, and the Mover. 

Question-put and passed. 

SCAB 
WEDNESDAY, 25111 JULY. 

1y Si Ro o SL CoMuri. Mr. Steere brought up the Report of the Sele? 
Committee appointed to inquire into the operation of the Acts in force for the prevention of Sc in Sheep. 

Report received and read. 
Mr. Steere moved, That the Report be printed. 
Ordered. 

MoDAY, 301 JULY. 
SCAB IN SHEEP-ADOPTION OF REPORT OF SELECT CoMMITTEE.-Mr. Steere, in accordance with notice, 

moved, That the Report of the Select Committee on the Scab Act be now adopted. 
Mr. Brown moved, as an amendment, That the consideration of the adoption of the Report be 
postponed, and made an Order of the Day for 'I'ucsday, 31st July. 

Question-put and passed. 

Sc.AB 
WEDNESDAY, 1ST AUGUST. 

IN SHEEP.-REPORT OF SELECT CoM:MITTEE.-Tbe Order of the Day for the consideration ot hi; 
Report being read, Mr. Steere moved, 'That after the word spot," and before the word South; 
in the fifth ]me of section 4, the word "due" be inserted, and that the figures "9017," m the ", 
line, be struck out, and that the figures "9317 " he inserted in lieu thereof; and that after the woi 
thence," and before the word South," in the same line, the word "due" be inserted. 

Amendments-put and passed. 

Section 5.-Mr. Steere moved, That all the words after the word including," and before the wor~ 
"and," in the third line, be struck out, and the words "all lands within the watershed of tha, river" be inserted in lieu thereof. 

Question-put and passed. 
Mr. Steere moved, That the Report, as amended, be now adopted. 
Question-put and passed. 

Mr. Steere, in accordance with notice, moved, That an Humble Address be presented to His Excellen' 
The Governor, requesting that be will, with as little delay as possible, take the necessary stefie 
to carry out the recommendation contained in the Report, more especially with respect to t fresh division of the Scab Districts. 

Question-put and passed. 
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REPORT 

Op SELECT COMMITTEE appointed by the Legislative Council to inquire into the 
operation of the· Acts in force for the prevention of Scab in Sheep, and to report 
to the House, whether it would be advisable to make a fresh distribution of the 
various Inspectors' Districts, to ensure a more efficient supervision of Infected 
Sheep. 

Yo Committee having considered the subjects referred to them by Your Honorable Council 
ave to report to the House that they are of opinion that the Acts now in force for {h% 
Revention of' Scab in Sheep are, on the whole, satisfactory; and, with the exception of one 
light amendment to clause 13 of the 30th Victoria, No. 13, they would not recommend any 
alteration in them, as their apparent inadequacy in accomplishing their intention of eradicating the scab, is probably the result of the inefficiency with which they have in some districts been 
adl.b.inistered, a1id is not due to any defects in the existing laws. The amendment which Your 
omit toe alluded to as desirable is, to provide that when infected sheep are kept in secure 
~:ddo?ks, _it shall not be necessary, as at present is the case, to cause them _to be followed and 

Pt in sight during the day, and kept within enclosures during the night; these latter 
Wecautions being impracticable and unnecessary under the system, now largely being adopted of' '5 5 
keeping sheep in paddocks. 

Your Committee have given much consideration to the question of the fresh distribution 
of the Inspectors' districts, and they are unanimously of opinion that there should be a 
te-arrangement of the existing boundaries, to enable a more constant supervision of Infected 8, • leep. The flocks in the South-western and South-eastern portions of the Colony are entirely 
"ee fronn scab and consequently do not require such frequent inspection as other parts where 
~ ' ' 8easo is still rife ; and they recommend that one Inspector should be removed from the South 
to the North part of the Colony, which latter they propose should be divided into two districts 
as it is at present far too large to permit of one Inspector being able to perform his work in ~ 
Sat; . lsfactory manner. 

Your Committee propose that the number of Inspectors shall consist of five, as at 
:esent; and they recommend that the limits of the districts, as defined in the Government 
azette of November 19. 1867 be altered, and that they shall be defined as follows: 

' ' 
No. 1, South-west District-Within the jurisdiction of the respective Resident and 

Police Magistrates of Sussex, Wellington, Murray, Fremantle, Perth, and Swan. 

No. 2, South-east District-Within the jurisdiction of the Resident Magistrates 
of' Plantagenet and Williams. 

No. 3, Central District~Within the jurisdiction of the Resident Magistrates of 
York, Northam, and Toodyay. 

No. 4 Irwin District-Bounded on the South by the North boundaries of the ' . 
South-west and Central Districts. On the West by the sea coast; and on the 
North by a line running from the mouth of the Greenough to the North-west 
boundary of the Back Flats; then East along the North boundary of the 
Back Flats to a Spot due South of Wizard Peak; thence along the Western and 
Southern boundaries of Pastoral Lease 9317; thence due South 7 miles; thence 
in a straight line to Bundear, and thence due East. 
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No. 5, Champion Bay District-Bounded on the South by the Northern boundary 
of the Irwin District. On the West by the sea coast. On the North by the 

Murchison River, including all land within the watershed of that river; and Oll 
the East by the boundary of the Colony. 

The Committee think that in some districts one eause of the inefficiency with which the 
Acts have been administered has been in consequence of Inspectors residing in some extreJJle 
portion of their district, and not with sufficient frequency inspecting those parts, far removed 
from their residence, where numbers of infected sheep are depasturing. They are of opiniol 
that when such instances become apparent, the Government should at once direct the Inspector 
in question to fix his temporary head quarters in that part of his district where his duties 
can be most satisfactorily carried out. 

' at The Inspectors should also be required to travel about to a greater extent than 18 ' 
present the case, and the Committee recommend that allowance for two horses be given to each 
Inspector, as the work cannot be efficiently performed with one horse. They believe that the 

contribution from sheep next year will be sufficient to enable an extra allowance being given 
suggested, especially if certain sheep to the East of Albany, at present exempted, are made to 
contribute; and the Committee think that the contribution in respect of all sheep, except those 
at Eucla, should be paid for the purpose required by the Scab Act. It is not proposed to int©! 
fere with the existing arrangements in the Nicol Bay District, so long as it is free from sea 
As many flocks are now moving North to the Gascoyne and Sharks Bay, the Inspector of the 
Champion Bay District should direct his attention, so far as he is able, to those sheep, as theY 
might become a source of great clanger to flocks in his own district. 

'The Committee have given their attention to the subject of the appointment of a Chief 
Inspector of Scab, and they are of opinion that such an oflicer would be highly conducive to all 
efficient administration of the law, and that his supervision of the manner in which the 
Inspectors perform their duties would be most beneficial, in tending· to the eradic:1tion of th0 

scab; but they refrain from recommending· such an appointment, in view of the greatlJ 
increased burthen which would have to be imposed on the flock-owners, to provide such 
salary as would be necessary for a gentleman possessing the necessary qualifications. 

JAS. G. L STEERE, 
Chair1ate 

By Authority: RICHARD PETHER, (Government Printer, Perth. 


