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Report 

1. On Wednesday, August 21 1985, the House resolved that 
the previous session's orders governing Questions, 
Petitions, Business after 11 pm, and Motions for 
Disallowance be adopted for this current session. 
However, your committee was directed to consider, and 
report back to the House within 21 days, the effect and 
operation of those orders. 

2. Your committee notes that no submission was received 
from any member on its terms of reference and could 
therefore conclude that "silence constitutes consent". 

3. However, we have detected some dissatisfaction among 
some members about the orders governing Questions. The 
remaining orders appear to have met with general 
agreement, and we propose no changes to them. 

Recommendation: 

That the House confirm, for the duration of the 
third session of the thirty first Parliament, the 
ses sional orders governing Petitions, Business 
after 11 pm, and Motions for Disallowance. 

4. So far as questions are concerned, the amendments now 
recommended by your committee are designed to overcome 
perceived objections to certain aspects of current 
procedure and formalise a practise that has been 
established since the rules came into for ce. 

Recommendation: 

That rule 14. 2 be r evok e d, and the following 
subs tituted: 

14.2 - Notice of Question 

14.2.1 - Except as provided in rule 14.4.1, written 
notice of a ny question, sig ned by or on 
b eh alf of th e member givin g notice , s hall be 
deliv e r ed to th e Clerk's Office not lat e r 
than one hour b efore th e time appoint ed for 
the Hou se to s it on tha t d ay. 

14. 2. 2 - Notice of any ques tion d elivered lat e r than 
the time provided for in rule 14. 2 .1, but 
before the time appoint ed for the House to 
meet, may be included in that day's notices 
of questions. 

14. 4. 3 - Oral notice of any qu estion to which rules 
14.2.1 and 14.2.2 apply may be given at that 
day's sitting at the time provided for in SO 
115. 



14.2.4 - Notice of a question supplementary to one 
for which a reply has been provided shall be 
included in that day's notices of questions 
if it is delivered to the Clerk within one 
hour of the time appointed for the House to 
meet. 

14.2.5 - Except as provided in rule 14.2.4, notice of 
any question delivered later than the time 
appointed for the House to sit on that day 
shall be included in those notices (if any) 
delivered on the following day. 

14. 2. 6 - Each notice shall 
supplementary Notice 
date of delivery and 
was so delivered: 

be published in a 
Paper according to the 
the order in which it 

Provided that where rules 14.2.2 and 14.2.4 
apply, it is sufficient compliance with this 
rule to include such notice in the 
supplementary notice paper for the day 
following that on which it was delivered. 

5. The purpose of proposed rule 14. 2 .1 is to reinstate the 
practise whereby members submitted their questions to the 
Clerk not less than one hour before the House met. This 
enabled the Clerk to ensure that the question complied 
with the relevant rules. In the present context, it also 
enables the Council officers to prepare the supplementary 
notice paper and be ready to distribute it when the House 
first meets. · 

6. Your committee recognises that there are times when 
members, for a variety of reasons, will not be able to 
meet the deadline but who will want their questions 
included in that day's batch. Rule 14.2.2 allows for this 
situation by providing that a question delivered between 
the usual cut-off point and the time at which the House 
meets are to be included in the questions for that day. 

7 • Rule 14. 2. 3 has not been alt erect. Oral notice of a 
question may be g!ven should a member so desire. 

8. Rule 14.2.4 restores the provision in the standing orders 
whereby supplementary questions delivered within an hour 
of the House's meeting are included in the day's 
questions, and rule 14. 2. 5 transfers to the following day 
any notices of questions received after the House meets 
or, in the case of supplementary questions, later than one 
hour from the time of meeting. 



9. Rule 14.2.6 makes provision for the now-familiar 
supplementary notice paper but the proviso enables the 
Council officers to close off the copy for the notice 
paper one hour before the House meets. Questions that 
rules 14.2.2 and 14.2.4 deem to be included in the day's 
questions need not be published until the following day as 
a matter of administrative convenience. 

10. Your committee has concluded that the fixed time for 
taking questions without notice has advantages and has 
included the provision in a new rule 14.4.2. It should be 
noted that the rule begins with the words "Unless the 
House otherwise orders". the intention being that at any 
sitting, questions should be taken at a time that meets 
members' convenience. 

Recommendation: 

That rule 14.4 be revoked and the following substituted: 

14. 4 .1 - A member may ask an oral question without 
notice and the minister or member concerned, 
if it is one that in his opinion should be 
answered immediately, may thereupon answer 
the question and, if not, request that it be 
placed on notice. 

14. 4. 2 - Unless the House otherwise orders. the 
President: 

(a) at 5 pm on Tuesday and Wednesday; and 

(b) at 4 pm on Thursday; 

( c) on any other day, at such time as may 
be agreed to by the House, 

shall interrupt any business then under 
consideration and call on questions without 
notice. At the conclusion of questions 
without notice, the House shall resume, at 
the stage it had reached, the business so 
interrupted. 

14.4.3 - The Leader of the House may terminate oral 
questions without notice on any sitting day 
by requesting the President to proceed to 
the next item of business. 

11. Your committee believes that the recommended changes will 
meet what we believe to be the main areas of disquiet. 
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