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REPORT ON THE ACTS AMENDMENT (EVIDENCE) BILL 1991

1. The Committee advertised for submissions in "The West Australian" on
Saturday June 8, 1991 and wrote to various organisations seeking comment
on the legislation.

2. Five submissions were received from the public, one from the Office of the
Family and one from the Law Society of Western Australia.

3. The submission from the Office of the Family which incorporated a letter
from the Domestic Violence Advisory Council, and a one page submission
from the Law Society both supported the legislation and the principles
contained therein.

4. Four of the five public submissions expressed reservation at extending the
provisions dealing with competence and compellability. The main concerns
would seem to be those of preserving the status and confidence of marriage
and not introducing laws which are detrimental to our society.

5. In considering this Bill the Committee took note of those submissions
mentioned in (4) above and appreciates the concern that the legislation
should not be permitted to destroy the confidence of the marriage
relationship.

6. The Committee also recognises that this confidence may be lost by
removing the exemption by degrees so that anyone amendment in itself
seems innocuous, but a series of amendments over the years can, as a
whole, be regarded as having a serious detrimental effect.

7. Conversely, some of those amendments are argued as protecting members
of the family when that confidence is abused.

8. On the whole, the Committee believes that the latter consideration justifies
the present Bill. Should any further alterations be contemplated, the
Committee would recommend that the House carefully consider the
aggregate effect of all changes to this area of the law.

9. Consequently, the Committee remits the Bill to the House and recommends
its passage.




