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The Standing Committee was appointed, pursuant to Legislative Council 
Standing Order 38 on 7 April 1982 with the following terms of 
reference: 

(i) 

(ii ) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

To make such examination as it deems necessary and to 
inquire into the purpose, finance, accountability, extent, 
nature, administrative control and methods of State 
Government agencies, including statutory corporations, 
primary produce boards, regulatory and quasi-judicial 
bodies, trustees of government agencies, advisory 
committees and local and regional bodies (excluding 
municipal authorities) that are the subject of legislation 
of the Western Australian Parliament, with the exception of 
those agencies listed in the Schedule to these Orders. 

To report to the House upon any matter concerning the 
government authorities referred to in paragraph (i) or any 
recommendations for abolition of amalgamation of them, or 
any findings particularly in regard to the productivity, 
efficiency, economy, effectiveness, organisation and 
circumstances connected with them to which the Committee 
thinks the attention of the House should be directed. 

To inquire into and report to the House upon any question 
in connection with government agencies which is referred to 
the Committee by resolution of the House. 

To inquire into and where necessary, report to the House 
when, in the view of the Committee, any agency duplicates 
all or part of the work of another. 

To recommend as it deems necessary the application of the 
"Sunset" principle to any government agency. 

The "Sunset" principle is defined as a process whereby a 
government agency's existence is automatically terminated 
after a certain period unless specific re-authorising 
legislation is enacted. 
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1. On October 8 1985, during debate on the Contraceptives Amendment 
Bill, the House resolved in favour of the following motion moved 
by the Hon VJ FERRY: 

"I move an amendment -

To delete all words after the word 'That' and substitute 
the following words -

the Bill be referred to the Standing Committee on 
Government Agencies." 

2. On October 15 1985, prior to the Committee meeting to consider 
the Contraceptives Amendment Bill, the Hons J M Brown, Kay 
Hallahan and Robert Hetherington resigned from the Committee and 
were replaced by the Hons G C MacKinnon, Tom McNeil and W N 
Stretch. 

3. The appointment of three new members to the Committee, who are 
inexperienced in the workings of the Committee, presented the 
Committee with difficulties when considering the Bill at its 
meeting of October 16 1985. 

4. The Committee's examination of the Bill was hampered by the 
fact that it was unable to secure an interview with the Minister 
for Health, although the Minister did provide written answers to 
certain written questions which the Committee had put to him. 
Because these answers could not be discussed with the Minister 
they were of limited assistance to the Committee. 

5 • The Committee's examination of the Bill dealt only with the 
establishment of the proposed 'Contraceptives Advisory 
Committee'. 

6. The Committee is of the opinion that the proposed Contraceptives 
Advisory Committee's structure is consistent with the parameters 
of accountability delineated by the Committee in its Sixth 
Report ('A Framework of Accountability for Government Agencies: 
June 1985). However, the Committee wishes to refer the House 
and the Minister to the following extracts from its Sixth 
Report: 

"It is the Committee's view that decisions to set up new 
agencies have been taken too lightly. and that often the case 
for a separate body. rather than an extension of the existing 
facilities, has not always been well made." 

( Sixth Report: para 8. 8) 
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"The Committee recommends that Parliament should be provided 
with sufficient information to enable it to consider whether the 
purported advantages of using a new and separate agency can be 
justified in terms of the cost and disruption involved." 

(Sixth Report: para 9. 7) 

7 • The Committee makes no recommendation on whether the proposed 
Contraceptives Advisory Committee should or should not be 
established. In the Committee's opinion this is a matter for 
the House to decide. 


