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Matters dealt with in this report - This report deals with incorporating sessional orders into standing 
orders and an unrelated amendment to SO 137. 

Sessional orders- By order (the "order") made on Tuesday November 25 1997, [Minutes 1997/56/619] 

the House referred certain matters to the Standing Orders Committee one of which was to review 
the continued operation of the sessional orders made on April 10 1997 and report whether some 
or all of their provisions might be incorporated in Standing Orders. 

Incorporation of sessional orders into standing orders - The committee believes that the proposed 
changes to standing orders set out below are self-explanatory given that they retain the text of the 
corresponding sessional order. The only exception is proposed SO 234A. In §(1) the committee, 
as (1) (c), has inserted by way of clarification, what actually happens where the motion is agreed 
to. 

Bills Classification Committee - The single omission from sessional orders in this report is that relating 

to the classification of bills. The "Bills Classification Committee" (" BCC ") was a response to 
the altered political landscape of the House after May 21 1997 and a recognition of the fact that 

the arrangement and progress of business no longer depended on agreement solely between the 
Leader of the House and the Leader of the Opposition. It is clear that the BCC has acted as a 
means by which the Leader of the House has been able to discuss II behind the Chair II the 
sequence of business generally in the course of giving bills a formal classification. 

The BCC's operations are not dissimilar to what the Committee to review the Committee System 
proposed in its 1997 report for a Business Management Committee. This committee has 
reconsidered what that committee recommended and, in light of subsequent experience through 
the BCC, has modified or clarified that recommendation in the form in which it is now proposed. 

If the House agrees to the committee's proposals, the formal bills' classification process will cease, 
given that classification was a means of apportioning the House's time for the consideration of 
legislation according to the nature of each bill. It was also the case that from time to time a bill 
passed the House, after classification, but before its publication in the next Notice Paper which 
somewhat defeated the purpose of the exercize. 

The committee draws the House's attention to what its proposal means. First, it does not interfere 
with the Government's right to arrange the business for each sitting day - the rights conferred by 
SO 129 are unaffected. Second, the proposed committee is advisory, not executive. The Leader 
of the House, after consulting the committee, is free to accept or reject its recommendations. 
Third, the committee is kept to a manageable size. Apart from the 2 Leaders ex officio, the House 

appoints 3 other members desirably as representative of other political groupings or independents. 
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