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EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES. 

WILLIAM C. F. ROBINSON:, 

MONDAY, 8TH AuGUS'l', 1881. 
Message No. 7. 

The Governor forwards to the Honorable the Legislative Council copies of a correspondence 
with Mr. Morrison, of Guildford, on the subject of certain concessions asked for on behalf of a 
Company proposed to be formed in England for working the Timber Trade in this Colony. 
The questions for the consideration of the Legislative Council in these papers are those 

alluded to in paragraphs 7 and 8 of the letter addressed by the Commissioner of Crown Lands 
to Mr. Morrison on 14th February, and the Governor would be glad to receive the views of Your 
Honorable Council on those points. 
The remaining conditions of the proposed lease are of a character which the Government can 

deal with; at the same time the Governor would be glad to receive the views of. the Legislative 
Council on the question generally, and more particularly as to the length of tenure demanded. 

Government House, Perth, 8th August, 1881. 

MESSAGE No. 7. The Honorable M. Fraser moved, That Message No. 7 bo taken into consideration on 
Wednesday, 10th August. 

Question-put and passed. 

WDNBSDAY, 1OTII AUGUST. 

MESSAGE No. 7. 'Tho Order of the Day for the consideration of Message No. 7 being read, The 
Honorable M. Fraser moved the following Resolution :-" That His Excellency's Message No. 7 be 
referred to a Select Committee, consisting of Messrs. Brown, Venn, S. I-I. Parker, Stone, and the 
Mover, and to report on Wednesday, 17th August. 

Debate ensued. ' 
Question 'That this Select Committee be appointed-put and passed. 

WEDNESDAY, 17TIT AUGUST. 

MESSAGE No. 7.-REPORT OF SELECT CoMMITTEE.-Mr. S. H. Parker informed the House, That the Select 
Committee were not prepared with their Report, and asked for an extension of time until 
Wednesday, 24th August. 

Question-put and passed. 

F'rIDAY, 26T11 AUGUST. 

MESSAGE No. 7.-REPORT OF SELEc·r CoMllHTTEE.-The Honorable the Colonial Secretary (Lord 
Gifford) informed the House, That the Select Committee were not prepared with their Report, aud 
moved for an extension of time until Friday, 2nd September. 

Question-put and passed. 

FRIDAY, 2ND SEPTEMBER. 

MussAGE No. 7. ROT OF SL@T COMMITTEE. The Honorable M. Fraser brought up the Report 0l 
the Select Committee, and moved, 'That it be prmted. 

Question--put and passed. 
The Honorable M. Fraser moved, That the consideration of the Report be made an Order of the Day 
for 'Tuesday, 6th September. 

Question-put and passed. 



R EP O R T 
OF THE SELECT CoMMITTEE appointed by the Legislative Council to consider the 

questions embodied in His Excellency the Governor's Message No. 7, which 
relates to correspondence with Mr. J. Morrison, of Guildford, in regard to the 
granting of Special Timber Leases to a Company prepared to establish in this 
Colony, on a large scale, a Timber Export business. 

'T'n Committee consisted of Mr. Brown, Mr. Venn, Mr. S. H. Parker, Mr. Stone, and the Hon, 
M:. Fraser,' who was appointed Chairman. 

Having fully discussed the subject which they had to consider, it was agreed to hear 
from Mr. Morrison his general opinion, and accordingly he was invited to attend a meeting 
held on 1st September. 

As His Excellency's Message directly alludes to a letter addressed by the Commissioner 
of Crown Lands to Mr. J. Morrison, on the 14th February last, and especially so to paragraphs 
7 and 8 in it, Your Committee has thought it well to attach the whole letter so that any 
references in this report to it may be readily understood. 

1. It appears that Mr. Morrison has taken the offer contained in the letter from the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands, of 14th February, to Messrs. A. L. Elder and others, and they 
have declined to act upon it; it is therefore understood by Your Committee that the negotiations I 

that were commenced with Mr, Morrison in concert with Messrs. A. L. Elder, and others, of 
London, are now at an end, and therefore any further propositions from them or others will be 
regarded as new, and disconnected altogether with the past transaction. 

2. After due consideration from Your Committee, and examination of Mr. Morrison, 
made in order to ascertain what alterations of terms may be desirable or necessary to induce 
capitalists to embark in the export Timber trade, on a large scale, the conclusion was arrived 
at, that, with regard to length of tenure, forty-two (42) years is not too long, and these should 
be divided into three parts. During the first fourteen years the rent should be as may be fixed 
and agreed upon; during the second fourteen years that rent should be doubled; in the third 
Period the rent to be again increased by such sum as is equal to that paid during the first 
Period, which will be fifty per cent. higher than that paid in the second period; but it should 
be understood that no additional sawyers' fees for cutting and removing timber are to be charged 
whilst paying rent. 

3. It is thought unnecessary now to place restrictions on the cutting of timber during 
®hly portion of' the year, for this reason that it is considered that any company would, in 
studying their own interests, adopt the best seasons for falling; but certainly it is desirable 
that no timber should be at any time cut of less diameter than one foot; those of less size 
should be left growing. 

4. The Government should retain the right of sale of all Crown Lands within any 
timber lease during its currency, but applications to purcha,se or lease for special occupation 
ll1ight be referred to the timber lessees, who might also be allowed the pre-emptive right of Purchase. 

D5. Paragraph 7 in the Commissioner of Crown Lands' letter of 14th February is 
entirely agreed upon in principle. 

6. Your Committee is of opinion that the Government should be empowered to make 8
Pecial. arrangements with each future timber company, in respect to the export duties to be 
charged upon timber, on the understanding that such duties shall be fixed at about the average 
rate which the timber companies, now working, are or may become liable to pay under existing arrangements. 
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7. The opinion of Your Committee is, that it is desirable all Railways in or from the 

forests should be on the gauge now adopted by this Government, i.e., 3ft. 6in. 

MALCOLM FRASER, 
Chairman. 

Sr, Crown Lands' Office, Perth, 14th February, 1881. 
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 9th, and in compliance with the wish 

• expressed that the Government should furnish you with a letter stating fully what it will do in event of 
Messrs. A. L. Elder and others doing such and such actions, I am directed to inform you: 

1. A Special Timber License for fourteen years may be issued, authorising conditionally the 
cutting timber over a square block of 250,000 acres of Crown Land south of and adjoining the Rockingham 
Jarrah 'Timber Company's concession. The rental to be four hundred pounds (400) a year; and on the 
same terms another block of equal afoa between the Western Australian Timber Company's concession 
and the Tini.ber Reserve at Quindalup let to Yelverton. 

2. It is understood that if these licenses or either of them are issued to the proposed Company, 
the subscribed capital for working shall not be less than two hundred thousand pounds (£200 000), and 
the machinery and appliances will be in proper proportion to the capital. 

3. The proposed Company must engage to only cut down the standing timber between the months 
of January and May, and none less than one foot in diameter at the butt, and also to provide for the 
burning of all boughs and useless timber lying on the ground at such times of the winter and spring as the 
standing timber is not inflammable in. 

4. -There will be no right given to the proposed Company beyond that of cutting timber on the 
Crown Lands remaining, within the boundaries of such license or licenses, during any part of the whole 
period of fourteen years, excepting over such sites as may be agreed upon for mills timber depots either 
adjoining' the railway or tramway or at' the port of shipment. The Company may be allowed an exclusive 
right of purchase on such conditions as the Land Regulations for the time being provide. 

b5. A strip of land one chain wide through any Crown Lands may be secured to the proposed Com 
pany rent free during their tenure, for the purpose of making a railway or tramway between the seaward 
boundary of either of the Special Timber Licenses and the coast or port; and in addition to this a, reserva 
tion of one chain, in width on each side of such railway or tramway will be made for a distance of twent1r 
chains from high water mark if the land belong to the Crown; and further, that a pre-emptive right 
purchase be given to the proposed Company over one hundred (100) acres of rural land, at ten shilling 
an acre, to be a square block, with the three chains reserve ruing through the centre. 'The Company 
to erect such jetties or wharves as they deem necessary, charging and receiving such charges for then· own 
use from the general public as may be determined by agreement between Government and themselves. 
6. No licenses to cut timber will be granted to any sawyers or splitters (other than the Company's) 

to cut or remove timber off either of the beforementioned areas, if such timber is intended for export from 
the Colony, or for carriage by water. 

7. I event of the proposed Company importing labor into the Colony, the Government will 
support your proposition, to be submitted to the Legislature, to the number of 100 adults, on the cor; 
ditions suggested by yourself, namely, that a bonus of ten pounds be paid for each European male adu_ ' 
and five pounds for each Asiatic male adult over the age of 18 years brought here by them, after satis 
factory proof that the said adults have been three years in the Colony. 

8. The Government concurs in your opinion about an export duty. That not more t~an f 
average payable by present Timber Companies should be exacted from the proposed one, suppos~ng ~ 0 
day comes when an export duty may be imposed; but this is also a question oii which the Legislative Council will have to be consulted.' 

9. 'The proposed Company may be allowed to transfer or sell their property, provided t~e 
subscribed capital of the firm or company purchasing he not less than two hundred thousand pounb s 
(£200,000); such transfer or sale is to be always subject to the approval of the Government of t 0 Colony. 

10. Unless the license for fourteen years he renewed the proposed Company may be allowed " 
years, free of rent charge, for the removal of the whole of the fixtures, plant, railway, sheds, Jetty, ih 
&e. ; but before removal the Company shall offer for purchase, by the Government, all or auy_of su h 
plant or fixtures, the prices to be fixed by two competent valuators and an umpire as is usual in suc y 
cases. But during such period of two years the proposed Company shall not cut, fell. or remove @l 
timber standing or growing at the time of the expiration of the license. ' ' 

: 3the 11. The Government will protect the two blocks specified as against other applicants, ,,[, 
30th June next, in order that before then you may be able to lay your scheme before Messrs. A. J ';[ 
and others, and in event of no definite reply being given by that tiinc a further extension of time, 0.";,, 
December next, may be afforded, by the payment of a sum of twenty-five pounds on either block und© 
consideration, and for which extension of time is asked. 

James Morrison, Esq., JP,, 
&c., &e., &c., Guildford. 

I hn,ve, &c., 
MALCOLM FRASER, els 

Commissioner of Crown Lan · 
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