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EXTRACTED FROM THE, MINUTES. 

MONDAY, 20'1'I-1 AUGUST, 1883. 
MuNICIPA.LITIES Ac'l' A~rnNDMENT BrLL.-Tbe Order of the Day for the :,;ceoncl roa.ding of this Bill 

being read, Mr. Carey moved, That the Bill be now read a second time. 
Question-put and passed. 
Bill read a second time. 

Mr. Carey moved, That this Bill be considered in Committee 011 J!'riday, :24th Angust. 
Mr. S. H. Parker moved, as an amendment, That the Bill be referred to a. Select Committee; such 

Committee to consist of tho Attorney General, Mr. Burt, Mr. Carey, Mr. Shenton, and the Mover, 
and, by leave, Mr. Higham ; and to report on August 27th. 

Question-put and passed. 

'WEDNESDAY, 29·ra Auous·r. 

MUNICIPALITIES ACT FUTHEIR AMENDMENT B1LL.--REPORT OF 8BLCT COMMITTEE.- Mr. Carey 
brought up the Report of the Select Committee appointed to consider and report upon a Bill 
intituled The Municipal Insitutions Further Amendment Bill, 1883,° d moved, That it be 
received. 

Question-put and passed. 
Report received, and ordered to be printed. 



R EP O R T 

OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE of the Legislative Council appointed to consider and . 
report upon a Bill intituled "The Municipal Institutions Further Amendment 

Act, 1883." 

Youn CouMrrEE, having duly considered this Bill, have to report to Your Honorable 
House as follows: 

y our Committee approve of the proposed amendment. and recommend tl1c 
addition of the following Clauses: 

3. THE Council of any Municipality may, and they are hereby 
empowered, from time to time to lease the lands granted in fee 
simple by the Crown to such Municipality, or any part or parts of 
snch lands, to any person or persons for the use of any cricket, 
athletic, football, or other club, or to any person or persons for 
any other purpose or purposes, for any term not exceeding three 
years, at such rent or rents and under and subject to such terms and 
conditions as the Council may deem expedient. Provided that no 
such lease shall be made for a term exceeding months, without 
the consent in writing of the Governor. 

4. IF any Councillor shall die, or, by notice under his hand 
delivered to the Chairman or Clerk of the Municipality, shall resign hi:-; 
office, or shall become incapable from any cause of continuing to 
act as a Councillor, or shall be declared ousted of such office by the 
Supreme Court, or at any time during the time for which he is 
elected shall cease to be qualified as aforesaid, or shall be absent 
from four consecutive ordinary monthly meetings of the Council 
without leave obtained from the Council in that behalf, then the 
office of such Councillor shall become vacant, and every such 
vacancy shall be deemed to be an extraordinary vacancy within 
the meaning of this Act. 

Your Committee recommend that the Bill be reprinted, with the amendments. 

T. CAMPBELL CAREY, 

Chairman. 

All4Ill)AA»Ag 

Hy Authority : RICHARD PTIHRR, Goer1iment Printer, Perth, 
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WEST~RN AUSTRALIA, } 
No. 109. 

Sm, Downing Street, 23rd July, 1883. 
I have the honor to acknowledge tho receipt of Sir H T. Wrenfordsley's Despatch No. 106, of the 

23rd of April bst, onclosing a copy of an Address from the Legislative Council of Western Australia, 
praying that the terms and conditions upon which the form of Responsible Government would be granted . . ~ 
to the Colony might be ascertained for the information of the Council. 

2. I am not at present in possession of all the information which I should require before under 
taking to state, even gencr..1lly, the arrangements which would have to be made in the event of its appearing 
desirable to introduce Responsible Government into Western Australia; and before endeavoring to arrive 
at definite conclusious on all the points connected with this question, the conditions of which are 
continually undergoing some modification, I should desire to have before me a full statement of the 
results of your own observation, after you have had some experience of the Colony. 

3. In the meantime, however, I may observe that the case of Western Australia presents some 
spocial difficulties whicl would demand very careful consideration, before the introduction of that 
constitntionn,l clrnnge which has been so successful in the wealthier and more populous Colonies could be 
determined npon. 

4. Although the development of the Northern and Kimberley districts has of late been 
remarkable, the immense area of the Colony contains unfortunately a large proportion of land which can 
never maintain a, largo population; and although the Colony has been opened to settlement since the 
year 1829, its advance has been slow, and its trade and revenue are still inconsiderable. 

5. It is not easy to perceive how the growing requirements of places at a very great distance 
from Perth can be adequately provided for by a Responsible Government with the seat of administration 
and legislation in that City; and even if an equally good seat of government North of Perth could be 
selected, it would still remain difficult, if not impracticable, to secure an adequate representation of the 
very different interests now growing into importance in the various parts of so large a Colony. The 
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experience of New South Wales, and, after the separation of Queensland, that of the latter Colony, has 
shown that there would be much difficulty in providing for the requirements of tropical districts situate 
at a, great distance from the seat of government in the Southern part of tho Colony, where the views and 
interests of the people are necessarily in many respects different from those of the Northern settlers. 

6. 'The latitude of Perth is little North of that of Sydney, and, looking to the fact that the separa 
tion of Queensland became unavoidable long before its districts in the latitude of the Kimberley district 
had been occupied, it must be expected that a strong demand for the separation of the Northern part of 
Western Australia would arise almost immediately after Responsible Government had been grantetl. 

7. I am therefore not disposed to anticipate that the request for Responsible Government will be 
strongly pressed at this time, or that, if urged by the residents in the Southern part of the Colony, it 
would be equally acceptable to those who are now developing the tropical districts in the belief that their 
interests are protected by the Crown. And while I am of opinion that under Responsible Government 
the control of the Crown Lands generally would have to be vested in the Colonial Parliament, it appears 
to me, as at present advised, that it would be necessary to make an exception in respect of those Northern 
Crown Lands which would be likely to form a separate Colony at an early date. With a view to meet a 
contingency (which, however, I hope may not arise for a considerable time, as there appears to be no 
reason why the Colony should not continue to prospev for a further period under its present form of 
Government), I think it desirable that a separate account should be kept of the revenue raised and 
expended in each district of the Colony; and it will also have to be considered whether, in any future 
Loan Bill, it must not be declared that the lands and revenues of the Kimberley and some other portions 
of the Northern Districts will not form part of the security for the loan. 

8. Tbe Report with which you will furnish me should be full and exhaustive, and should be 
accompanied by a return, as far as it can be corrected to the latest date, of the population, land sold and 
leased, and receipts and expenditure, in the several districts of the Colony. 

Governor Broome, CM.G., 
&c., &e., &c. 

I have, &e., 
DERBY . 
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