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EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES. 

MONDAY, 8T1 AvavsT, 1881. 
DISEASES IN VINES BILL, 1881.-The Order o:E the Day for the second reading of this Bill being read, 

'T'he Honorable A. C. Onslow movecl, That the Bill be now read a second time. 
Question-put and passed. 
Bill read a, second time. 
The Honorable A. C. Onslow moved, That the Bill be now considered in Committee of the whole 

Council. 
Question-put and passed. . 
Question-That the Speaker do now leave the Chair-put and passed. 
The Speaker left the Chair. 

Clauses 1 ::mcl 2 agreed to. 
Clause 3 read : 

h 1. a,nd Mr. Burges moved, as an amendment, That all the words after the word" If," in the llt n~e, •. 
before the word whether," in the 20th line, be struck out, and the following be inserted w} 
thereof:--any inspector is of opinion that any disease exists in any vineyard or garden, h~ st'' t 
report the same to the Police Magistrate of Perth, or to the Resident Magistrate of any " 
or town, and it shall be lawful for the said Magistrate to authorise the inspector to call upon 
owner or occupier of such vineyard or garden to take all such measures as the inspector may deem 
efficient for the cure or eradication of such disease." 

Debate ensued. 
Mr. Steere moved, 'That Progress be reported, and leave askod to sit again on Tuesday, 9th August. 
Question-put and passed. 
The Speaker took the Chair. 

9tl The Chairman of Committees reported Progress, and asked leave to sit again on Tuesday, · 
August. 

Mr. Steere moved, 'T'hat the Report be now adopted. 
Mr. Brown moved, as an amendment, 'That all the words after the word ··That" be strul," 
and the followmg be inserted in lieu thereof:-The Bill be referred to a Select Oomnll 'th 
consisting of the Attorney General, Mr. Burges, Mr. Ramersley, Mr. Steere, and Mr. Venn, WI 
power to call for persons and papers, and to report on Friday, 12th August. 

Question-'l'hat the Bill be referred to a Select Conimittee put and passed. . 
The Honorable A. U. Onslow required that the Committee be formed in accordance with Standing 

Order No. 69. 
The members h:1ving delivered the lists of names of members to serve on such Committee, in acer~; 

ance with the Standing Order, the Clerk reported to the Speaker the following names of mem e\ 
as having the greatest number of votes: Mr. Burges, Mr. Steere, Mr. Haincrsley, Mr. Brow1l, 
and Mr. Shenton. 

IN O0111:MI'l"l'EE : 

MoNDAY 15·rrr AuGus1'. • That D1sAsS 1N VINES B1LL.- RFOT OF SLOT COMMTTTWE. Mr. Steere informed the Ho®, 7,,,, 
the. Select Committee were not prepared with thou: Report, and asked for an extension 0l 
until W odnesday, 17th August. 

Ordered. 

WEDNESDAY, 17·rH AuGUS'l'. 
DISEASES TN VIRTS BILL.- ROT OF SELT COMMITTEE. Mr. Steere brought up the Report 

the Select Committee, and moved, 'l'hat it be printed with the evidence attached. 
(Question-put and passed. 



R E P OR T 
OF TTTE SELECT CoMMTTTEE on the Bill for the Prevention and Eradication of 'the 

Diseases in Vines. 

Youn, Co111Mu:1'EE, having duly considered this Bill, have to report to Your Honorable House as 
follows : 

Your Committee commend to your consideration the evidence which has been taken of 
various parsons interested in the culture and growth of vines, a copy of which is hereto 
attached. 

All the persons examined have expressed their belief that the disease is infectious, but 
Your Committee are of opinion that no sufficient reasons have been adduced to support this 
belief. 

Should Your Honorable House, after weighing the evidence, deem it proper' to legislate 
in the matter, Your Committee append herewith certain amendments to the Bill committed 
to them, which they believe will effect all that is necessary for the check and prevention of the 
disease in Vines. 

Your Committee recommend that the Bill be reprinted with the amendments. 
JAS. G. LEE STEERE, 

Chairman. 
Dr. Waylen's evidence . 

. I have seen tho proposed ~.ct £or t!rn prevention. and era,di?a.tion of diseases in vinos. I do 
hot think that it is necessary to legislate at present £_or an mcurab~e disease m vmes. I do not know of 
any known disease in vinos that is incurable. I thmk that the disease at present affecting vinos in this 
Colony is n,n infectious disease, and it is blown about from one vineyard to another. Tho disease is the 
Oidim 'Tckeri. A species of Oidium does a.tt:1ck other plants, but I have not seen it on anything but 
the vii~e. My experience is that sulphuring the vines at any stage is advantageous. As a rule, vin;s do 110
t require to bo sulphured more than throe•times, but they may be required to be treated with sulphur 

five or six times. Vines on a trellis are more affected by blight than low or bush vines. My vineyard 
( "ost affected with the Oidium in tho vicinity of a'trellis of an adjoining proprietor, which had 'long 
en affected with the disease. Oidium in other parts of the world is considered as an infectious disease 

®nd treated as such. Sulphur is considered as a curative in those countries in which the disease exists'. 
lt ls the Oidium 'T'uckeri which attacks the vino, and 1s confined to the vine. Sulphuring the vines does 110
t injure the wine made from the grapes which have been treated with sulphur. · 

Mr. W. Harris's evidence. 
. I am the largest vineyard proprietor in the Oolon:r, I have only about a dozen vines which are 

diseased. I do not know what tho disease is. Some call it Oidim and some Phylloxera, and is the 
ame disease as exists in other vines in tho Colony. I do not consider that this disease is infectious it 
ls ~ndemic. I produce a branch off a nectarine tree and some gum leMes and a rose hush and vine 
,"h are affected y the same blight which attacks the vines. I have examined these specimens which 
d P

1
oduce throurrh :1 nucroscope, and I am convinced that it is the same blight as affects the vine. I 
''t believe that any one hero knows whether it is Oidiu or Phylloxera which exists here. My 
"Yard is 18 acres' in extent. I sell little wine. What wine I do sell is good, and is always 
Ppreciated. I do not think that any leg1slat1ve measure is required for the purpose of curing and i1·_adica~ing the disc,tse _which exists in the vines, because the blight is gradually disappearing."' The 
t 
1
st blight that made, its appearance amongst the vines, about 12 years ago; :"as tho 

1

" ~lack Spot" on 
tte g1:apos, but tlmt h:1s entirely d1sa,ppcared.. I have_ used sulphur on my vines, and it has checked 0 

~1sease. I don't think that wine ought to be made from grapes which have been sulphured. I 
cous~der the smaller kind of grapes are more affected by the disease than the larger kind. I do not 
c?

1181
der that wino nude from blighted grapos, which have been sulphured, is wholesome. I would leave 

,Serons alone to do as they like with their vines. I have never known a vineyard affected by tho 
b se~se 111 a noighborin~ vineyard. The_re 1s a groat doa,l of disease in the vmoyard which adjoins mine, 
, _has made no difference to my vines. I have had the discase amongst'the dozen vines which a 
,"d in my vineyard for five or'six years, but it has not spread at all. I would not recommend tho 0 0£ sulphur, because I am not sat1sfi.od as to its curative properties. 

]fr. S. E. Bm·ges's evidence. 
t I have seen the Bill for the prevention ancl eradication of the disca,se in vines. I think it goes 00 

far, and requires alteration. I don't think that we ha,vc ttny iuc:urable disettso :1mongst vines. {' a.m 
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quite sure that the disease is infectious. I form this opinion because it first made its appearance in my 
vineyard, near York, from some cuttings which I procured from the Swan. I described tl:e disease ,L~ 
nearly as I could, and wrote to the "Australasian" to ask what was the name of the disease, and c1 
received a reply to the effect that it was not the Oidi. I have treated my vines with sulphur an I 
found that it checked and cured the disease most effectually for the season during which it was used. 
found the Burgundy grape most susceptible to the disease.. I don't think the grapes or the wine are at 
all injured by the use of sulphur. I have never seen the vine blight on any other tree or plant. 

Mr. Thomas Bicrges's evidence. 
I have had some experience of the vine disease since I have been living in Porth. It is the same 

blight that exists in other vineyards, but I canot say what it is. The trellis in my garden was badl] 
infected in 1880, so much so that I got no fruit off the vines. In consequence of information which 
received from Dr. Waylen and others, I commenced sulphuring my vines as soon as they commenced to 
shoot the following season, and continued sulphuring every week, and the result was that I had abund; 
ance of crop, and the fnut ·was m J~rfcct cond1t1011. The sulphunng was decidedly a, check for tha 
season. T'he vineyard in_ the grant adjoining mine was badly diseased, and had fruit which was wor~hd 
less from chsease. This vmeyard was not treated with sulphur, so far as I could observe. I applie 
sulphur to the roots of the vines by digging it in, and I hacl the leaves sprinkled with sulph'?-r early 1~1 

the morning whilst the clew was on the vines. 'l'he ~ulphur was applied every week or sometimes mor'e 
frequently. 

Mr. Gallop'.s evidence. 
I have a large vineyard, about 10 acres, all trellis vines. I am of opinion that the dise~s1 

affecting the vines in this Colony is an infectious disease. ! believe that if sul~)hur is oporly ape] 
1t will act as a preventive for a season. I have had the disease badly m my vineyard; five years ag», 
had not a bunch of grapes from my garden in consequence of the disease. Since then I have use. 
sulphur every year, and the result has been that I have had splendid crops. The best time for s:ulphu1j: 
ing is early in the morning when the dew is on the leaf. I put no sulphur to the roots of my ves.,, 
sulphur my vines three times iii the season. I have seen the wild celery with the same blight on "".hic 
affects the vines. I am satisfied that the piece of rose bush now produced has the same blight on it ~~ 
the vine blight. I think that people having diseased vineyards should be compelled to sulphur thei 
vines, as it would be a protection to adjoining vineyards. I left one vine unsulphured one year, as an 
experiment, and the disease made its appearance on that vine when the grapes were three arts gro"; 
'rt1is was the only vine affected with the disease that year. About 5 years ago I had not one bunch Os 
grapes, whereas if it had not been for the disease I should have had about 40 tons. The gum leave 
and nectarine branch, produced by Mr. Harris, have not the vine blight on them. 

Mr. Robert Hardey's evidence. 
I have a vineyard at my place. I have had the vine disease in it. I have noticed at vi 

which were diseased have improved much the last two years without any treatment a,t all. w, 
vine, which is about 10 miles from any other vine, which became blighted about the same time whe! "j 
other vineyards in the Colony were attacked with the disease. Mr. Saw's vineyard, in an isl", _ 
position in the Darlmg Range, some miles from any other vines, became affected about the same ti_me 

0 other vineyards. I sulphw:ed some_ of my own vines well last year, and it dicl not ??re or ch_ock th~ dis~r;r~ 
I blew sulphur over them with a pair of bellows, and sulphured the roots. Notwithstandmg tin~ fai. 

1 I am satisfied that sulphuring dos do good if properly applied. I think I have seen the viie hligll." 
other plants beside the vme. I think that the piece of rose bush produced bas the vine blight upol,, 
I don't think it is on the gum leaves and nectarine branch now produced. I think I have seen the vi 
blight on the wild celery. 

Mr. Nathan Knight's evidence. 
I ha:'e hac1_ experience in vineyards during the last 5 years ; during the whole of which ti1n~ t_he1; 

ha:s been disease in portio11;s of the vineyards. I do not think that it is infectious. I think that it ::rs 
atrnosp~rnnc disease. I believe it to be a fungus. I have used sulphur every season, and I ha:'e fl:1 drJ 
found it to have a very beneficial effect, when it has been properly applied. It should be applied ~n of 
hot weather and when there is no rain or heavy dew. It is the vapour arising from the evaporat1°f ·n 
tho sulphur which destroys the disease. Tlo sulphur would require to be applied more frequc?',', 
a cold sumer than in a hot and dry one. I have constantly noticed the vine blight on the r",yt 
but on no other plants. I recollect a blight in the vines alout 10 years ago, but it was quite a dU",,,, 
disease from that which now exists. I think after vmes have been badly affected for two or three } 
that sulphur will not cure them. 

Mr. Gugeri's evidence. 
1 The clisea,se that exists in the vines in this Colony is the Oidium 'Tuckeri. I first saw it in It:/~ 

24 years ago. There was then no cure known for it. Two years after that I first heard of sulpl,,,y 
remedy, and I tried it ma vmey'.1-Td and saved the grapes. I afterwards applied it regularly. ev'e to 
season, and found it successful; it saved the grapes and preserved the wood. I found the est t",, 
use the sulphur was, on hot calm days, when there was little wind. It is the heat of the suu 0~. •ely 
sulphur which destroys the disease. I have never known the constant application of 8ulphur t~ 811 1:ted 
emchcate the dscase. I first saw the disease here about five yearn ago. I believe that it was in" ;, 
in cuttings from the other colonies. It is decidedly an infectious disease and can be carried aboud as 
the air from one vineyard to another. In Italy it is considered as an infectious disease and is trea~e

1
. 

1
,.,,, 

: 4¥4.3 he Oidil} such. I find some vies are more susceptible to disease than others. I have never seen t e ·incr 
I'uckeri on any other plant, hut I have seen a disease that appeared to be like it. The sulph'7 
should first Le_applied when the shoots are about 4 inches log; secondly, when the berried"p,;k 
formed; and thirdly, when the grapes are Just full size a1111 comrncrn.:ing to colour. I Jon 
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that sulphuring the vines in any way injures the wine made from the grapes of vines thus treated. 
It may be necessary in some instances to sulphur the vines more than three times in a season. 'There 
I8 a blight, not the Oidium, now affecting some vines, which is the same disease that affects the peach 
trees; this is caused by an insect, and could not be cured by sulphur. In Italy it is not made com 
pPulsory to sulphur the vines; the disease is very partial there. 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS. 
1. 'That all the words after "If," in first line of Section 3, be struck out, and the 

following inserted: " Any Inspector is of opinion that any such disease as 
aforesaid exists in any vineyard he shall report the same in writing to the 
Stipendiary Magistrate of the District in which such vineyard is situated, 

• and in such report shall state what in his opinion the disease is, as well as 
his opinion as to the most desirable means to adopt to effect its cure, in 
which case it shall be lawful for the Stipendiary Magistrate to whom the 
report aforesaid has been made to call upon the occupier of such vineyard 
to take such measures as the said Stipendiary Magistrate may deem efficient 
for the cure of such disease, whether by the use of sulphur or other known 
remedy, or by the pruning of the grape vines in such vineyard, or otherwise 
as the case shall to him seem to require; Provided, nevertheless, that such 
measures shall aim at the restoration to health of the vines affected by 
disease, and not at their destruction." 

2. That all the words after " In," in the first line in Section 4, be struck out, 
and the following inserted: "Every case where a Stipendiary Magistrate 
under the provisions of the preceding section shall call upon the occupier 
of a vineyard in which disease shall be found to exist, to take measures for 
the cure of such disease, he shall do so in writing, setting forth the measures 
to be adopted, and instructing the said occupier to carry them into effect." 

3. 'That all the words after "If," in the first line of Section 5, be struck out, 
and the following inserted: ··The occupier of any vineyard shall neglect 
or omit to carry ont, within the space of fourteen days, such instructions as 
he shall have received as aforesaid, it shall be lawful for the Stipendiary 
Magistrate who shall have given such instructions, by writing under his 
hand, to authorise any inspector, together with such assistants as he, the 
said Stipendiary Magistrate, may deem necessary, to enter upon the 

s premises of such occupier at all reasonable times, and to perform all acts 
and things required to be performed by such instructions so neglected or 
omitted to be carried out as aforesaid." 

4.-That all the words after " All," in the first line of Section 6, be struck out, 
and the following inserted: Expenses incurred by any Stipendiary Magis 
trate in carrying out the provisions of the preceding section in regard 
of any vineyard may be recovered in a summary way before any Justice 
or Justices of the Peace on the complaint of an Inspector." 

5. 'That Clauses '7 and 8 be struck out. 
6. That the words an Inspector," in the fourth line of Clause 9, be struck out, 

and the following inserted: "a Stipendiary Magistrate." 
7. 'That Clause 10 be struck out. 
8. To move, on third reading of Bili, That the Bill be recommitted. 
9.-On recommittal, to move, That all the words between "growth" on age 2, 

line 2, and "and," in line 6, be struck out. 
10. 'To move the following Clause: "The words 'Stipeudiary Magistrate' 

wherever used in this Act shall be construed to mean any Government 
Resident, Resident Magistrate, or Police Magistrate, and the term 'District' 
shall mean the district of any Government Resident, Resident Magistrate, 
or Police Magistrate." 

By Authority: t1CARD PETIER, Government Printer, Perth. 


