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STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE 

REPORT ON 

THE TREATMENT OF EVIDENCE BY STANDING COMMITTEES 

The existing rules governing the status of evidence taken by a standing committee do not 
permit a committee to assure a witness whose evidence is taken in private session that the 
evidence will remain undisclosed or unpublished once a report is presented on the matter for 
which the evidence was given. Standing order 324 provides for the House to make a 
"permanent" suppression order on the recommendation of the committee. Such an order has 
been sought and made once since the rule commenced in 1989-90. 

However, the rule is increasingly found to work against the interests of both the committees, 
and witnesses who seek to give their evidence with the assurance that it will not become 
public. It is this Committee's opinion that the rules governing standing committee 
proceedings should facilitate rather than inhibit the conduct of inquiries. 

The proposed SO's 322 and 323 meet the expectations of the committees' chairmen as to the 
ability of committees to make their own decisions about the publication or non-publication of 
evidence. The current criteria that trigger taking evidence in private session are retained but a 
subsequent release or publication of that evidence will depend on leave being given either by 
the appropriate committee or the House. Although the requirement for leave gives an 
individual member a "veto", the Committee takes the view that actual or perceived abuse of 
that veto would be cured swiftly by the House were that situation to arise. 

The proposal appended to this report has been agreed to by the chairmen of the standing 
committees and this Committee and it is recommended that the House amend the standing 
orders accordingly. 

Hon George Cash MLC 
Chairman, Standing Orders Committee 
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