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EXTRACTED FROM THE MINUTES. 

First Session of 1881. 

THURSDAY, 31ST MARCH, 1881. 
Message No. 12. 

WILLIAM C. F. ROBINSON. 
The question of the further development of the Eastern Districts, consequent on the extension of 

the Railway to York, is one which for some time past has occupied the attention of the Governor. 
A large part of the best land in the Eastern Districts is already alienated from the Crown, and 
may or may not be thrown open for settlement. There exists, however, a considerable area of fair 
agricultural land which is still available for selection; and as it is certain that the present 
population is inadequate to the full development of the Country, it appears to the Governor that 
the time has arrived for a full consideration of the subject, with a view to determining wh1:Lt steps 
should be taken to induce further settlement and to encourage the introduction of capital and 
labor from abroad. 
It seems to be admitted that the agricultural areas on the Eastern slopes of the Darling ~angc 

can advantageously maintain a large and thriving population, and, with the advantage of a Railway 
for the removal of surplus produce, there ought to be no difficulty in i;nducing such populati@ by 
judicious concessions to remain permanently in the country. 

The discovery some years ago of fine specimens of iron ore, stated to be of the class termed 
'hematite,' a short distance from the Northam road, in a locality surrounded by forests from 
which the best description of charcoal can be readily made, leads to the assumption tha,t at no 
distant future the manufacture of iron may become an important industry. The ranges are 
believed to abound in other minerals; and altogether the opening of railway communication may 
be accepted as a new era in the annals of the Eastern Districts of the Colony. . 
For these reasons the Governor has thought it advisable to suggest to Your Honorable Council 

the propriety of nominating-a Committee, to be composed of Members of Your House, for t~e 
purpose of collecting full information on the subject, and advising as to what steps should e 
taken to further the settlement of the Eastern Districts generally, and also the success of the 
railway; and, in the event of your adopting this suggestion, the Governor will be prepared to 
commission the Members so selected to consider and report on the whole question during the 
recess. 

Government House, Perth, 31st March, 1881. 

P1DAY, 1ST APRIL. 
MESSAGE No. 12. The Order of the Day for the consideration of Message No. 12 being read, 1\1[~·· Ste?1: 

moved the following Address in Reply:-" In reply to Your Excellency's Message, No. 12, in whic 
you suggest the propriety of nominating a Committee to be composed of Members of this House 
for the purpose of collecting full information on the various subjects referred to in the Messa 
and for advising as to what steps should be taken to further the settlement of the Eastein 
Districts generally, as also the success of the Railway; the Council, whilst thanking Your Excell], 
for your suggestions, and fully recognising the great importance of the questions which are allld, 
to, is of opinion that matters requiring such grave consideration could be more advantage] 
discussed at the next Session of the Legislature, when there would be a full attendanc? 
Members, thus ensuring a, fuller expression of opinion than could be obtained at the present time, 
in consequence of the absence, of so many of the Members of the Legislative Council. 

Question-put and passed. 

Second Session of 1881. 

WEDNESDAY, 27·nr JULY. d 
EASTERN DISTRICTS, DEVELOPMENT o- The Honorable M. Fraser in accordance with notice, ruov~ ' 

That a Select Committee be appointed to take into consideration and report on the que]""" 
of further settlement and development of the natural resources of the Eastern Districts gene!) 
together with the prospects of future success for the railway now in _course o~ constructwn, tie 
contemplated; which subjects have been placed before this Council by His Excelle.,,, 
Governor, in Message No. 12 of last Session; and, by leave of the House, that such Con', 
shall consist of more ~han :five, as follows :-Messrs. Steere, Shenton, Hamersley, S. S. Parde{~ 
S. H. Parker, Marmion, and the Mover. To have power to call for persons and papers, an 
report by the 15th August. 

Question-put and passed. 

MONDAY, 5TIH SEPTEMBER. ger 
EASTERN DISTRICTS DEVELOPMENT OF. REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE. The Honorable M. FraS 

brought up the Report of the Select Committee and moved, That it be printed. 
Question-put and passed. Day 
The Honorable M. Fraser moved, That the consideration of the Report be made an Order of the a 

for Wednesday, 7th September. , . 1 
Question-put and passed. 

WEDNESDAY, 7TH SEPTEMBER. for 
EAsTN DIST1@Ts, DvBLOPMNT 0 -REPORT OF SLOT COMMITTEE. The Order of tl@JU,j, 

the consideration of this Report bemg read, 'T'he Honorable M. Fraser moved, That the Rep 
now adopted. 

Sir T. C. Campbell moved, That the debate be adjourned until Friday, 9th September. 
Quest10n-put ancl passed. 

MONDAY, 12T1I SEPTEMBER. .The 
EASTERN DISTRICTS DEVELOPMENT OF. REPORT OF SELECT COMMITTEE. ADJOURNED DEBATE. 

Order of the Day for the resumption of this debate read: 
Question-That this Report be adopted-put and negatived. 



REPORT 
OF ·TIE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed on the 27th July, 1881, to report to the 

Legislative Council what steps may be advantageously taken to further the 
settlement of and to develop generally the natural resources of the Eastern 
Districts, which subjects have been placed before the Council for discussion by 
Message No. 12, of last Session, from His Excellency the Governor. 

Ti COMMITTEE. 
Messrs. Steere, Shenton, S. H. Parker, Marmion, Hamersley, S. S. Parker, 

and Hon. M. Fraser, who was appointed Chairman. 

YOUR Committee desired to preface their report with some remarks on the population now 
occupying the several districts under review, but regret being unable to deal with this subject, 
for the reason that the Census Office is at present unable to furnish the information first 
wanted; however, it is understood that shortly all such particulars can be obtained, both as to 
the inhabitants of magistrates' districts and the towns, though now the .abstracts from the 
schedules are not completed. 

It was decided to consider the question generally, as placed before the Committee, 
under the following sub-heads, that is with respect to: 

1. Alienated Lands. 
2. Lands held under Special Occupation Leases and Licenses and Tillage Leases. 
3. Unalienated Lands. 
4. 'Timber Forests. 
b5. Mineral Lands. 
6. Acquisition of Alienated Lands for Special Settlement. 
7. Introduction of New Settlers. 
8. Projected Extension of Railway System to King George's Sound. 

1,-ALIENATED LANDS. 
The number of original grantees recorded at this date is 461, holding amongst them 

1,210 deeds of grant, of which 97 cover 433,725 acres, and 1,113 (which include all grants 
under 1,000 acres) for 95,672 acres, together a grand total of 1,210 deeds of grant, conveying 
from the Crown 529,397 acres. 

2.- -LANDS 1HELD UNDER SPEC1AL OCCUPATION LEASES AND LICENSES AND 'TILLAGE LEASES. 
Besides these, there are also 356 Special Occupation Leases and Licenses, covering 41,647 

acres, and 12 Tillage Leases for 1,200 acres. Altogether 368 Leases and Licenses for 42,847 
acres. 

Thus it appears that 572,244 acres are either held in fee simple or under conditional 
agreements which, when fulfilled, will entitle the holders to Crown grants. 

3. UNALIENATED LANDS. 
The land within' say 20 miles from Newcastle, Northam, and York remaining unsold 

has been roughly estimated at 200,000 acres. This is generally considered as fair pastoral 
Country intermixed with much which will be utilised for agricultural purposes as population 
increases. The soil grows good grass, which might be much improved by sowing seed suitable 
to the climate and soil; but treating with this country in such general terms seems to Your 
Committee of little use, and they suggest that all Crown lands within 20 miles of the proposed 
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railway, and to the Eastward of it, should be surveyed, and all suitable for farms cut up into 
blocks of one square mile, the lines defined, on the ground being regarded as for roads. There 
is a considerable diversity of opinion as to the value of the unalienated country, comparatively 
with that alienated. Your Committee took the evidence of three gentlemen who know the 
Eastern Districts intimately. 

Mr. Thomas Burges is of opinion that for 20 miles East from Newcastle, Northam, York, 
Beverley, and Moorumbine the country is generally suitable for agriculture, but not so good as 
that now sold. The remainder unsold may be equal in quantity to that sold, but is more 
heavily timbered, and the proportion of good land to bad is greater than that alienated. 
Supposing· the unsold was cut up into square mile blocks, each block might suffice to 
maintain at any rate one settler with his family, and two out of three of such blocks will 
be found suitable for agriculture, and, as a rule, what is not adapted for agriculture will 
carry stock. Outside the 20 mile range there are patches of good land; but the bulk is sand 
plain. Water can be obtained by sinking, but there are no permanent streams, and but few 
springs. The country is, however, very suitable for tank making. The rainfall will be about 
the same as in the country alienated. Plenty of timber for fencing is obtainable, and the land 
can be cleared for about £4 an acre. 

Mr. Andrew Dempster considers that within the 20 miles range two-thirds of the land 
is good, and outside that perhaps 10 per cent: found fit for agriculture. 

Mr. J. H. Monger cannot agree that the unalienated lands are equally suited for cultiva 
tion as that now held in fee simple, but the Woorak country is adapted for farming operations 
in favorable seasons; he has never seen any permanent springs, and salt water is more frequently 
found than fresh in well sinking. He agrees as to desirability of cutting up the country into 
square mile blocks. The cream of the country is Eastward and Southward of Moorumbine, 
The cost of fencing· in the Eastern districts with jam posts, five wires, and a top rail, is about 
£40 a mile. 

In the ranges through which the railway will pass the general impression is that there 
is a good deal of land rendered thereby accessible which is adapted for small farms, vineyards, 
and gardens, and for the cultivation of fruit trees, such as oranges, lemons, nectarines, apricots, 
peaches, &c. ; in the valleys all kinds of fruit and vegetables appear to flourish. 

4. -'TIMBER FORESTS. 
There is a width of about 20 miles of Jarrah forest through which the railway will pass, 

and this extends northward for some miles, and southward to the Vasse. Good timber exists 
all along the line. Jarrah to Chidlow's Well and beyond, and white gum, with other varieties, 
right on to York. 

5. MINERAL LANDS. 
I f h. l 1 · · · · · · · '/hborhood ron ore ot a gh class exists in immense quantities near the line in the neig 

of Cootes', and there are reports which lead to the supposition that tin, copper, and other 
minerals will soon be found probably. The presence of large quantities of timber eminently 
adapted for charcoal may at a future date lead to smelting the ores in the ranges. 

6. ACQUISITION OF ALIENATED LANDS POR SPBCLAL SETTLEMENT. 

It has been suggested to Your Committee that whenever any uncultivated land within 
that now alienated from the Crown and within a distance of 20 miles of Newcastle, Northath» 
or York shall be required for settlement by immigrants that may be introduced, it is desirabl~ 
that it should be competent for the Government to purchase such land for the purpose 0 
settlement, at a price to be agreed upon by arbitration, and any owner who should refuse to 
»... i. 4]tax at the sell such land, when so required, should be made liable for the payment of a specia a 'f 

rate of per acre per annum. Your Committee are generally agreed that, } 
practicable, it is politic that land now sold and uncultivated should be obtained to settle new 
comers on. 
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7. INTRODUCTION OF NEW SETTLERS. 
Your Committee are of opinion that when the Railway is approaching completion into 

the Avon Valley, money should be borrowed for the purpose of introducing immigrants and 
making the necessary surveys to enable their being promptly located on any lands assigned for 
their occupation. 

8. Pio@TED EXTENSION OF RAILWAY SYSTEM TO KING GEORGE'S SOUND. 
Your Committee consider the connection by a railway of the Eastern Districts to a port 

which it is allowed is the best in the Colony (King· George's Sound) is of vital importance to all 
that portion of the settlements which lie at the head of the watershed of the Avon River and 
its branches to the Southward of York, and down to the Williams and the Southern districts, 
and it will be also of the greitest. benefit to the whole. It is now impossible to conjecture with 
any chance of accuracy as to what may be the future of these districts, the best the Colony 
affords for farming purposes, were they possessed of through railway communication right from 
Fremantle to King· George's Sound. 'The ease and economy with which the transport of all 

produce could then be effected, with two shipping ports and markets available, it is certain that 
both population and capital would inflow. Your Committee, whilst deeming it outside their 
province to discuss the merits of a scheme for making this line of railway, which is now before 
the Government, desire to express their opinion that in the interest of the Eastern Districts 
generally, every effort should be made to continue with all speed the construction of the railway, 
and if by any arrangement the line can be got made from King George's Sound to the limits of 
the alienated lands at Beverley, every effort should be made to connect the Eastern Railway 
with it by the necessary extension Southwards from York. 

It is considered advisable that a strip of land five miles wide on either side of railway 
through the ranges should be reserved from sale until after the completion of the line to the 
Avon Valley, and that the forest in a similar manner for a distance of ten miles should be not 
licensed or leased for the same period, excepting ordinary licenses, to hand sawyers and present 
holders, so far as regards their existing tenures. 

MALCOLM FRASER, 
Chairman. 
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