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REFERENCE OF THE COMMERCIAL TRIBUNAL BILL 1984 

1. On October 11 1984, the House resolved in favour of 

the following motion: 

'Hon GE MASTERS (West - Leader of the Opposition) I 

move -

(1) That immediately following its second reading the 

Commercial Tribunal Bill be referred to the 

Standing Committee on Government Agencies; 

(2) That the Committee have power, incidental to its 

inquiry, to consider any related proposed law; 

(3) That the Committee report the Bill to the House 

not later than November 8 1984.' 

2. The Committee considered the Commercial Tribunal Bill 

at its meetings of October 25 1984 and November 1 1984. The 

Committee is appreciative of the co-operation of the 

Minister for Consumer Affairs and Mr P Glanville of his 

Department, both of whom appeared and gave evidence at the 

Committee's meeting of November 1 1984. 

3. As a result of the Committee 1 s inquiry into the 

Commercial Tribunal Bill 1984 the Committee recommends as 

follows: 

( a ) 

( b ) 

that, subject 

this report, 

Australia be 

to the recommendations contained in 

the Commercial Tribunal of Western 

established and be established as a 

statutory agency; 

that the Government adopt, as soon as possible, 

to abolish a programme of legislative amendments 

existing regulatory agencies and 

functions in the Commercial Tribunal; 

vest their 
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2. 

(c) that the Government give full consideration to 

ensuring that whenever the Commercial Tribunal is 

given jurisdiction over applications for a licence 

or registration, applicants should be required to 

satisfy a substantially uniform set of criteria: 

(d) that clause 16 of the Commercial Tribunal Bill 

1984 be amended by the inclusion of a new 

sub-clause (7), along the lines of sub-clause 

39(7) of the Credit (Administration) Bill 1984, as 

follows: 

'(7) Information and answers given by a person 

pursuant to a requirement under sub-section ( 1) 

are not admissible in evidence against the person 

in any civil or criminal proceedings other than 

proc_eedings for perjury or for an offence under 

section 17.' 

(e) that clause 18 of the Commercial Tribunal Bill 

1984 be amended by extending the time in which a 

party may make a request for written reasons, from 

the Tribunal, from seven to fourteen days; 

(f) that the Commercial Tribunal Bill 1984 be amended, 

so as to require the Commercial Tribunal to submit 

an annual report, by the inclusion of a new clause 

24A as follows: 

'24A (1) The Chairman shall, on behalf of the 

Tribunal, not later than 3 months after 

the expiration of the period of 12 months 

ending on June 30 in each year, submit to 

the Minister a report on the activities 

of the Tribunal during that period of 12 

months. 

(2) The Minister shall cause the report to be 

laid on the Table of each House of 

Parliament within 14 days of its receipt, 
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3. 

or if at that time Parliament is not in 

session, then within 14 days of the 

commencement of the next session of 

Parliament. 1
; and 

(g) that the Commercial Tribunal Bill 1984 be 

amended, so as to empower the Tribunal to submit 

reports to the Minister from time to time 

concerning the operation of the Tribunal and the 

effectiveness or otherwise of legislation 

administered by the Tribunal, by the inclusion of 

a new clause 24B as follows: 

'24B The Tribunal may, from time to time, submit a 

report to the Minister as to the opinion of 

the Tribunal on the operations, functions, 

jurisdiction and powers of the Tribunal.' 

I MOVE THAT THE REPORT DO LIE UPON THE TABLE AND BE PRINTED 


