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The Standing Committee was appointed, pursuant to then Legislative Council Standing 
Order 38 on April 7 1982 with the following terms of reference: 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(v) 

To make such examination as it deems necessary and to· inquire into the purpose, 
finance, accountability, extent, nature, administrative control and methods of St~te 
Government agencies, including statutory corporations, primary produce bo~r s, 
regulatory and quasi-judicial bodies, trustees of government agencies, advisory 
committees and local and regional bodies (excluding municipal authorities) that ~re 
the subject of legislation of the Western Australian Parliament, with the exceptt0n 
of those agencies listed in the Schedule to these Orders. 

. . s To report to the House upon any matter concerning the government authont_ie 
referred to in paragraph (i) or any recommendations for abolition or amalgamatlv'' 
of them, or any findings particularly in regard to the productivity, efficiency, 
economy, effectiveness, organisation and circumstances connected with them to 
which the Committee thinks the attention of the House should be directed. 

To inquire. into and report to the House upon any question in connection with 
government agencies which is referred to the Committee by resolution of the House. 

To inquire into and where necessary, report to the House when, in the view of the 
Committee, any agency duplicates all or part of the work of another. 

To recommend as it deems necessary the application of the "Sunset" principle to 
any government agency. 

The "Sunset" principle is defined as a process whereby a government agency's 
existence is automatically terminated after a certain period unless specific 
reauthorising legislation is enacted. 
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PERTH MARKET AUTHORITY INQUIRY 

1. BACKGROUND 

t former member of this Committee, Hon Murray Montgomery, at a meeting in 
t~ptember 1991, advised that a number of concerns had been expressed to him regarding 
re~ m~nagement and operation of the markets by the Perth Market Authority since 

eating from West Perth to Canning Vale. 

~c~or?ingly, the Committee met with representatives of the Authority in October 1991 
/ discussed a number of issues, ranging from the current structure of the Authority; the 
ao:s of _the new markets; complaints from individual traders and trading associations; 
An hth~ impact on all users of the markets of the outstanding debt being "carried" by the 
ut onty. 

No further action was proposed at that stage. 

2. FURTHER CONS ID ERA TION BY THE COMMITTEE 

~: a res~lt of further allegations made to individual Committee members during 1992, it 
wit~ decided to inspect the Canning Vale complex and again discuss a number of issues 

the Authority. This occurred on 20 August. 

Th gr: Committee subsequently agreed to invite representatives of the various trading 

Pe 
Ups and associations to discuss on an "informal" basis, their concerns and/ or 
rce r . . we P ions of the current operation of the markets and how their respective members 
re effected. 

This a r kno c ion was not intended to be part of a formal inquiry and this point was made 
Wn to those who met with the Committee. 

1he c . 0mm1ttee had discussions with - 

(a) Chamber of Fruit and Vegetable Industries in WA 
(b) WA Fruit Grower's Association 
(c) WA Fruit and Vegetable Buyer's Association 
(d) WA Vegetable Grower's Association 
(e) Hon Ernie Bridge - Minister for Agriculture 
(f) Perth Market Authority 

and the f 1 . . . o lowmg issues were raised - 

(i) the composition of, and representation on, the Authority; 
(ii) de-regulated trading hours; 
(iii) rental charges currently paid by traders; 
(iv) the overall debt level of the Authority; and 
(v) the role of the Market City Consultative Committee. 
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3. FUTURE ACTION 

~fter_ considering the information provided by the various groups, the Committee is of 
t e VJ.ew that as a consequence of the many and varied concerns expressed relating to the f ts~nt m~rket structure and its operations, an urgent independent inquiry is needed into 
e finanaal, administrative and management procedures of the Perth Market Authority. 

C
Accordingly, the following resolution was unanimously passed at a meeting of the 
om· m1ttee held on 26 November 1992 - 

1. That the Standing Committee 01z Gouernment Agencies seek submissions 
from appropriately qualified consultants to conduct an immediate 
investigation within the criteria set out in Standing Order 310(a), into the 
activities of the Perth Market Authoritu. 

2. That the consultant be required to report to the Committee 01z or before 
March 11 1993. 

3. That the Committee advise the Minister for Agriculture of this decision. 
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