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The Joint Standing Committee on The Commission on Government 

Ninth Report - 22 August 1996 

Under section 23(c) of the Commission on Government Act 1994, the 
Committee is required to examine the report or reports of the Commission 
delivered under section 8 ( of the Act) and report at its earliest opportunity . 
to both Houses of Parliament on any matter appearing in, or arising out of, 
any such report. 

In this, its Ninth Report, the Committee reports on recommendations relating 
to the Auditor General's powers to access information, as contained in 
Chapter of the Commission on Government's first Report. 
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Report of the Joint Standing Committee 
on the Commission on Government 

relating to the recommendations contained in Chapter 6 
of the Commission on Government's first Report 

THE AUDITOR GENERAL'S PO\VERS TO ACCESS INFO!Th1ATION 

Recommendations 32, 33. 36. 37 

Commission on Government 
Recommendation 32 (6.1.5) - Independence of the Auditor General 

The sections of the FAA.<\ which relate to audit should be repealed 
and replaced by an Auditor General Act to be administered by the 
Premier. The contents of a new Financial Administration Act will be 
addressed during our inquiries into Specified l\1atter 7. 

2. The proposed Joint Audit Committee should participate in the 
selection of the Auditor General (as recommended in Section 5.3). 
The process for selecting the Auditor General should be detailed in 
the proposed Auditor General Act, as follows: 

(a) the Commissioner for Public Sector Standards should 
administer the selection process; 

(b) the Commissioner for Public Sector Standards should submit 
a list of applicants for the position of Auditor General to the 
proposed Joint Audit Committee; 

(c) the proposed Joint Audit Committee should submit a short 
list of suitable candidates chosen from the Commissioner for 
Public Sector Standards' list to the Premier; 

(d) the Premier, making a selection from the Joint Audit 
Committee's short list, should advise the Governor of the 
preferred candidate; 

(e) the Governor should appoint the Auditor General; and 

(f) the Auditor General should be appointed for a non-renewable 
term of ten years. 

3. The remuneration of the Auditor General should be determined by 
the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal. 

4. The Auditor General should only be suspended by the Governor 
upon the recommendation of the proposed Joint Audit Committee. 
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5. The budget of the Office of the Auditor General should be the subject of a 
permanent appropriation. The proposed Joint Audit Committee should determine 
the budget of the Office on an annual basis with consideration being given to any 
advice from the Treasurer. In circumstances where additional funding is required . 
to complete the Office's work program, the Joint Audit Committee should consider 
the Auditor General's request. If the Joint Audit Committee determines that 
additional funding is warranted, a request for additional funds, to be drawn from 
the Treasurer's Advance Account, should be submitted to the Treasurer. 

6. The Office of the Auditor General should be established as a statutory authority. 
Recruitment and staffing policy should be determined by the Auditor General, 
subject to annual review by the Joint Audit Committee. 

PARTS 1, 3 AND 6 OF THIS RECOMMENDATION \VERE SUPPORTED 

PARTS 2, 4 AND 5 \VERE SUPPORTED SUBJECT TO AMENDJ\1ENTS 

Part 2 of this recommendation was supported subject only to the qualification that the Joint 
Audit Committee as proposed by the Commission on Government may be constituted 
differently. 

Part 4 of this recommendation was amended to read as follows: 

The Auditor General should only be suspended or dismissed by the Governor upon 
the recommendation of the proposed Joint Audit Committee and upon Address of 
both Houses of Parliament. 

Part 5 of this recommendation was supported subject to the qualification as worded below: 

The budget of the Office of the Auditor General should be the subject of a 
permanent appropriation. The proposed Joint Audit Committee will recommend 
the budget of the Office to Parliament on an annual basis with consideration being 
given to any advice from the Treasurer. In circumstances where additional funding 
is required to complete the Office's work program, the Joint Audit Committee 
should consider the Auditor General's request. If the Joint Audit Committee 
determines that additional funding is warranted, a request for additional funds, to 
be drawn from the Treasurer's Advance Account, should be submitted to the 
Treasurer. 

*** 
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Commission on Government 
Recommendation 33 (6.2.5) -Accountability of the Auditor General 

The proposed Auditor General Act should provide that: 

(a) the performance of the Office of the Auditor General be 
subject to triennial external reviews, funds for which are 
provided in the permanent appropriation, in accordance with 
the directions of the proposed Joint Audit Committee; 

(b) the proposed Auditor General Act should protect the Auditor 
General for acts of omission and commission; and 

(c) where the Auditor General intends to table a report in the 
Parliament on any audit undertaken, the Auditor General 
must: 

(i) provide the auditee with a copy of the relevant audit 
report within a reasonable time prior to it being tabled 
in the Parliament; 

(ii) request the auditee to respond, in writing, to the 
report; and 

(iii) include the responses of the auditee in the report. 

RECO:.Il\1ENDATION SUPPORTED 

*** 
Commission on Government 
Recommendation 36 (6.5.5) - Legal Privilege 

The proposed Auditor General Act should provide that: 

(a) claims of legal professional privilege should not be 
maintainable against the Auditor General by the Government 
or by any public sector agency; but 

(b) where the executive or any public sector agency claims that 
information is subject to legal professional privilege, the 
Auditor General shall not include that information in a report 
to the Parliament but shall report it to the proposed 
Legislative Council Standing Committee on Finance and 
Audit. The proposed Legislative Council Standing Committee 
on Finance and Audit shall determine, 'in camera', whether 
the information shall be included in a report to be tabled in 
the Parliament. 

RECO:.IMENDATION SUPPORTED 
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Commission on Government 
Recommendation 37 (6.6.5) - Cabinet Documents 

The proposed Auditor General Act should provide that: 

(a) the Auditor General has the right of access to cabinet 
decisions and related submissions; but 

(b) where the executive claims that cabinet documents are subject 
to public interest immunity, the Auditor General shall not 
include that information in a report to the Parliament but 
shall report it to the proposed Legislative Council Standing 
Committee on Finance and Audit. The proposed Legislative 
Council Standing Committee on Finance and Audit shall 
determine, 'in camera', whether the information shall be 
included in a report to be tabled in the Parliament. 

RECOl\11\fENDATION SUPPORTED 

*** 
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