




DIRECTOR Of PUBLIC PROSEClJTIONS BILL 1990

l . The point of difference between the Government and Opposition with respect to
this Bill is in the manner and term of appointment of the Director of Public
Prosecu tions.

This difference is shown by a comparison of the Bill and by the amendments on
the Notice Paper. In summary these are that the Bill provides for the appointment
of the Director of Public Prosecutions for a "life appointment" whereas the
amendments on the notice paper provide for a short term appointment with both
appointment and reappointment on the recommendation of a panel.

3. When this came before the Committee it was unable to resolve the differences due
to a perception as to the manner in which it was bound by the policy of the Bill.
It nonetheless suggested a possible compromise whereby only the reappointment of
the Director of Public Prosecutions would be by the panel.

4. By reason of a ruling of. the President and a further reference by the House the
matter was again considered by the Committee.

5. Although the Opposition remains of the belief that the appropriate method of
appointment was as notified by it on the Notice Paper or at least as modified by
the last report of this Committee a further suggestion was made in Committee to
try to resolve the matter.

6. This was that although the Director of Public Prosecutions be appointed and
reappointed by the Government, in doing so the Government would take advice of
certain named people. If it failed to follow that advice it would publish the final
recommendations of that advice.

7. This would reduce the possibility of political interference in the reduce the
possibility of political interference in the process and give the incumbent Director
of Public Prosecutions a belief that he was merely at the whim of the Government
for reappointment.

8. We understand that this further compromise is also unacceptable to the Government
and that it would not proceed with the Bill if it were so amended.

9. Since the Government could not accept either of the proposed Opposition
compromises, the Committee is unable to resolve this reference and accordingly
reports the matter to the House for its determination.




