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months, and make his home there, so that he
may be eosily accessible to different distriets,
and may be able to move gunickly from one
part to another. I am not going to erificise
anything done in this respect, until there is
occasion for critivisin, when I shall be on the
joh as readily as anvbody. 1 ask those re-
sponsible for ereating the Department of the
North-West, to be very carcful in making se-
lections, There is 2 great deal to be Jearnt
aliout the vclimate and conditions of the
North-West. People who have not had 34
vears' experience, as I have had, up there
refer to many industries as being suitable for
the North, I ean assore hon. members that
some induostries up there will never be sue-
cessful, [ woulil advocate experiments in
cotton growing, and I would confine those ex-
perinients to inexpeusive plots worked by
native labour. At twe or three townships
along the coast numbers of indigent natives
are being fed hy the Government, and are
not doing any work, Very few of them are
incapable of carrving half a kerosene tinful
of water a c¢ouple of hundred yards twice a
day. At a place called La Grange there is an
area of 50 miles of country over which water
is accessible at a depth of from eight to 10
feet, That land is very snitable for cotton
growing. I have had experiments earried out
there, and have brought down to Perth splen-
did zamples of cotton which are now being
examined by cotton expeits in England. 1
should also like experiments te be tried on a
small seale with dates, pineapples, peaputs,
tohaceo, and coconnutk, I am perfeetly safe
in asking that each of these he given a trial,
inasmwuch as I have seen splendid samples of
all of them grown in the North. I have
brought down from a station 220 miles in-
Tand, one of the finest samples of dates ever
submiitted to experts in Western Australia.
They were grown with practieally no atten-
tion whatever, the only water they had being
vonfined to the overflow from a dam. Also
from another tree, 300 miles from anywhere,
21%50ewt, of dates have heen taken. I elimbed
the tree myself and got a eapful of fruit.
It was of splendid quality, but very small
and, cariously enongh, stoneless, That freo
never had in all its life any waler but the
rain from Ifeaven. It shows what is pessible
with ordinary attentivn. T do not want any
money expended on those experiments, more
than is necessary for the feeding of the
natives employed—and they have to be fed
a® it is-——and a Iittle supervision in the shape
of two white warders to aeompany the natives
backwards and forwards to the experimental
plots. There are in the North hundreds of
nativey inenrverated in manl, Tt would be
far hetter for them to hove a little light
employment, attending to these experimental
plots.  And when those plots prove suceess-
fml T shonld ask private individeals to come
alony, take up the maotter in varnest aml
grow those prodnets commercially, A point
has bren made of taking over practically
the whale control of engincering and other
matters in the North-West,
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My, J. Thomson: Wi is vour informant?

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 feel that the Govern-
ment are at last earrying out the promisec
which to miy %nowledge has heen made for the
last three years. T think the Premier is really
gennine, amd mennt what he sakd when ho
stoted] “* 1 am iletermined to spend 2 sum of
money in the North anl give it a chanee.
[ nm determined to exploit the mining possi-
bilities in the North in those parts which have
hitherto not heen tricd. I am gnite prepared
to try experiments in tropieal agricuiture, T
am determined to (o everything pos=sible to
bring about n successful state of affairs in
the North.”' 1 am going to give the Govern-
ment every suppart until T find that these
promises are not being fulfilled. I tfeel that
the (fovernment are at lengeth determined to
hring alont an era of prosperity in the North.
We sk only for fair trentment and fair
rentals. At the present time the double
rentals imposed by the (rovernment are hear-
ing very hard upon the pastoralista who have
diffienlty in disposing of their wool and who
have very heavy overbead charges in compari-
son with what they wsel to have. When we
take into consideration the isolated position
ot these people in the North, we must recog-
nise that thev are fairly philosophical and
fairly well eontented. We in Perth hear very
little from them. When we remember that
they are cut off from numbers of conditions
that make life comfortable, we must admit
thiat these peaple in the North pive us very
little trouble. The abseure of trams, tiains,
telenbones, theatres, pictures and 11 other
advantages, together with the exaeting elim-
ate and the very poor means of communiea-
tion with the outside world, indicate a fairly
lengthy list of grievances if these people
choge to exert themselves to make grievances
of these thingz,  They nre satisfied to go
along and take a share of what is offering.
They do not ask for anything uwureasonahble.
They have mot heen notarious for whining;
in fact there have been very few complaints
from the North, The only complaint of any
particular moment of whirh [ am aware was
when the strike ocenrred in the Kimberleys
aml they were short of foal. The people in
my district have dozens of times been much
mare short of foold than those people were,
nd Perth knew little or nothing about it, T
have grent faith in the country and T believe
that, with all our drawhacks, with all the
hardshhyps we are expericneing at the present
time, and despite the black outlook, the State
will yet pull herself togetlhier and will come
ont on top agsuin, prosperois as it was some
four or five years ago.

AMr. GIBSON (Fremautle) [8.19): Tn ris-
ing to mirke my first effort on the floor of this
House, T would like to extend my thanks to
members of each of the parties represented
here for the kind words of welcome they
hyve offered to the new members, of whom T
am fortanately one.  Coming here, as some
of us have dond, almost entirely ignorant
of the rules of parliamentary procedure
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and the practice of the House, it is very
satisfactory to knmow that one has only
to ask of those wha have Dbeen here so
many years .n order to receive all the infor-
mation and advice he can wish. To you, Sir,
I would like to offer my congratulations on
your re-election to the position you have
vecupied with distinetion for so many years.
| also wish to congratulate the member for
West Perth (Mrs. Cowan) on the unique posi-
tion she occupies in the parliamentary his-
tory of the Commonwealth, Should my re-
marks appear to be somewhat disjointed and
halting, | trust members will cast their minds
back to the oceaxion when they stood in the
same position as I occupy to-night and extend
to me that consideration of which they them-
selvea felt in need. 1 have listened with o
great deal of attention and interest to the
adilresses given from both sides of the House,
particnlarly those of the Premier and the
Leader of the Opposition, Tt was stated
that they had given great attertion to the
tinancial position for the purpose of enlight-
ening thore members who had just been re-
turned for the first time.

Mr. Pickering: Por the pnrpose of con-
founding them.

Mr. GIBSOX: T am afrail I feel somewhar
iike that ancient philosopher ¢ooted by the
Leader of the Opposition the other night,
who, after listening to preat argument, came
gut by the same door as in he went, [t is im-
possible for e to come to any conclusion as
to who is responsible for the financial posi-
tion in which we find the State to-day, but
[ am eonvineed that no matter which party
had been in power, whether the Labour DParty
had continuved to administer the affairs of the
country, or whether a National Government
had been in office throughout, the finaneial

position would have heen the same. T think
our position is duwe to eircumstances over
which no Government could have control.

In connection with the defieit the Railway
Department has been mentionet as being
the principal factor in the particular
losses shown. The liscovery of gold,
which has had such great cffect on the
settlement of Western Australia, made it
necesgary for lines 1o he constructoed to con-
nect theae outposts of civilisation with the
metropolitan arca, and aft the time the rail-
ways were constrneted, I think the prospeets
justified the expenditure. Unfortunately, the
ideas entertained regarding the future of the
goldfields have not altogether materinlised. We
recognise what the discovery of gold meant
€or Western Australia, but, unfortunately, the
deposits have not lasted se long as we could
have wished, and as a result the traffic car-
ried over these many miles of railway has
fallen away considerably. The revenue de-
rived from the railways has, of ecurse, been
greatly lessened, while the overhead expenses
have continued and have to be met. We hope
that in fime a revival of the mining industry
will occur, and that the railways will then be
more fully ocenpied than they are at present.
It does not matter how the State got into its
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present financial position, or who was respon-
sible for it. The question which should exer-
cise the minds of members and of the electors
at the present time is how to get out of it.
Although I have listened attentively to the
varicus speeches which have been delivered, I
have not lheard any concrete method sugyested
as to how we are roing to bring about that
destred result.  Certainly hints have heen
thrown out, mostly by members of the Op-
position, as to the necessity for reirenchment,
and the Leader >f the Opposition said that,
no matter how ddrastic or how unpleasant the
means adopted to bring about a more equal
proportion between expemditure and revenue,
the Government could depend upon the assist-
anve of his party. T think that was a very
generous offer, and T hope the Government
will take full advantage of it. Last evening
the Minister for Works dirceted our attention
tn a sheet that has been prepared by the
Railway Department and of which he was
justifinbly proud, stating that it bad Dbeen
cepied by all the Railway Departments of the
waorkl. T compliment him on being responsible
for its introdnetion. The Minister, howevoer,
in his perusal of the hist, dil net zo so far
down it as I have done. T find that in 1417
we had 6,921 men working in the Railway De-
partment.  For the yeur ended 30th June,
1921, we had 8,213 men employed, an increase
of just on 1,200, Going further up the list wo
find that our rollinz stock is practieally the
same as it was in 1917, but that the tonnnge
carried over the lines hus inersased to a very
slight extent. [ cannot understand why it is
necessary to have such a largely increased
numher of men working in the Railway De-
partmeut, to handle practically the same
traftie in 1921 as in 1917,

The Minister for Mines: We are manufae-
toring commodities more for the department
which we did not handle hefore.

Mr. Pickering: Docs that take 1,200 men?

AMr. GIBROXN:  Averaging the wages of
1,200 men at €200 a year, it represents an
increased expenditure of nearly a quarter of
a million. This is merely the inerease of
wiages paid—and not any inerense in wages—
over what was necessary in 1917 to do the
same amount of work. If this is =o, there is
certainly something wrong somewhere. T com-
mend this matter to the Minister for ingquiry
to see whether some cconomies cannot be ef-
feeted. Tf econnmies ecan be effected T sug-
rest that the wages men should not be the
ouly ones to snffer by it. Tf there is to be
retrenchment, the men on the salaried stnil
should bear as grent a proportion of the re-
trenchment as the men who do the hard graft
outside. We are atl very anxious to meet ihe
present position of affairs and several means
huve been suggested, among them land settle-
ment and immigration. Tt has been my privil-
ege during the last 13 months to mect prac-
tically every shipload of immigrants who have
arrived at Fremantle, in my capacity =as
mayor of that town and a member of the
Upgly Men’s Association. These immigrants
have been handled more efliciently by the
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Ugly Men’s Asgoeiation on their arrival in
this State than they were under the admin-
istration of the Government, and the as-
gociation is deserving of every credit for the
way in which this problem has been dealt
with. We have extended the hand of friend-
ship to the new arrivals and have given them
good adviee, A member stated the other night
that nine-tenths of the immigrants who had
landed in Western Australia during the last
twa years had been left hanging about the
cities. That statement is absolutely incorrect.
Ninety per cent. of the men have been found
positions in the country amd not 10 per cent.
have gone to swell the ranks of the uunem-
ployed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That applied in 1912,
1913 and 1914, when immigrants were coming
here in thounsands.

Mr. GIBSON: T believe it did. My only
desire is to correct the mis-statement which
was made the other evening. In my opinion
it is necessary that we should have a bold
poliey of immigration, and I want immi-
grants who come from the right place, namely
the home of our fathers. Those are the peo-
ple we want; people of the same ideals, peo-
ple who speak the same tongue as ourselves.
I am not altogether in aecord with the pro-
posal of the member for East Perth .(Mr.
Bimons). 1 think it is possible te get any
number of people of the right type, men from
the Old Country. The type of people who
have come out here have, in the majority,
been of the right type for agricultural work.
Unfortunately, some who came out in the
enrlier eontingents, before the Ugly Men's
Assaciation took the matter thoroughly in
hand, were very disappointed at the con-
ditions which they found on their arrival here,
Pamphlets distribofed at Honve did not give
an altogether true statement of what they
found on arrival here, and on the application
of the Ugly Men’s Association the pamphlets
were  withdrawn  and  people  were no
Ionger misled as to what would hap-
pen when they arrived in Western Australia,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: That pamphlet was
withdrawn in May last year.

Mr. GIBSON: It is absolutely ridiculous
to go to the length of circulating pamphlets
which do not contain statements of fact, We
do not need anything of that Kind here.
Western Australia bas sufficient to offer to
its people without that. They should be ad-
vised properly as to the conditions which
they may expect to find here. It would be
advisable to send someone Home with the
necessary practieal experience to enable him
to seleet the right type of immigrant. We do
not want men from the industrial centres to
swell the ranks of the industrial unemployed
here. We want wmen from the agricultural
centres, men who have been accustomed to
farming. '

Hon. W. C. Angwin: We cannot get them.

My, GIBSOX : T think so.

Ilon, W, (', Angwin: T am sure we eamuot.

Mr, GIBSON: I understand the hon, mem-
ber has stated that wages at Home are pos-
sibly bhetter than they are here,
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Hon, W. . Angwin: So they are.

Mr. GIBSON: That may be the ease. Un-
der the conditions offered here, however, men
can get 200 or 300 acres of land, which they
canmot possibly do in the Old Country. I have
sufficient faith in the people of the Oll
Country to believe that they are desirous of
getting property for themselves and not of
everlastingly working for somcone else. If
we could send a man Home to choose the right
tvpe of imemigrants, and to tell them what
they may expect to find when they get here,
so that they will know exactly what they
arc coming to, [ am sure it would be a step
in the right direction. We should not lead
people to believe that this is a land flowing
with milk and honey. If people know the
conditions of the country they will be saved
from disappointments, sueh as many have
sufferedd from through being misled before
leaving England.

Hon, W. C. Angwin:
that matter .

Mr. GIBSON: T vefer to the pamphlets
dealing with the conditions that they wmight
expecet to find here.

Hon., W. C. Angwin: That was in regard
to returned soldiers.

Mr. GIBSON: Some 18 months ago it was
my privilege, shortly after the Government
had secured the Peel estate on behalf of the
Repatriation Department, to spend a day
travelling over it, in company with the mem-
ber for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale}. The action
of the Government had been adversely com-
mented upon because of their purchase of this
estate, and it was our desire to come into
contaet with the men who had been living
in the district, and find out what they thought
about it and its possibilities for the purpose
for which it was purchased. The opinion
was almost vnanimous that it will be a very
suitable place for the purpose. With the
permission of the member for South Freman-
tle (Mr, McCallum), in whose constituency
a portion of this estate ig, T should like to
conduet & party of members over it.

Han, W, C, Angwin: The Premier will do
that during the next week or two. Tt is all
fixed up,

My, GTBSOX:; 1 am glad to hear it, though
[ have not yet reeceived an invitation, Tt will
certainly be an cyc-opener to members, and
will demonstrate to them what can be done
with the coastal lands between here and Bun-
hury or here and Pinjarra.

Mr. Pickering: Between here and Albauy.

My, GITBSON: Two or three months ago
T was out on a block of land some four miles
from Fremantle. Tt was a bloek of 10 arres,
of which eight hal been cultivated. This
bleek proviled a living and a reasonable in-
vome for two men, who were partners, and
their families, and in addition for three lah-
ourers who were employed by them. There
are thousanids of blocks of that kind which
van be obtaineld in the loeality, and whieh will
be suitable places for the settlement of im-
migrants, I was surprised to learn from the

Not in regard to
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Premier that practically all the first-class
wheat land in the State had been alienated.
One member of the Country Party contra-
dicte] the statement. Tf that is so, the Gov-
ernment of course cannot put people upon
wheat land whieh is not first class, It was
also stated by a member of the Country
Party that (here are hundreds of thousands
of acres of land in close proximity to exist-
ing railway lines, which are not being brought
into a stope of prodoetion. These lands
should be brought into Eroﬂuctivity. I am
prepared to support any Government measure
which will bring about that result, so that
people who are starving for land may have
an opportunity of securing it. Other mem-
bers have referred to the industrial unrest,

whieh hag existed more or less for the last

four years, as being partly responsible for
our present financial “position. We cannot
shut our eves to the fact that industrial ua-
rest does exist. Some people seem to think
that the responsibility for this attaches to one
side only, while others say that it attaches
to the other side. There is a little bit of
trouble on both sides. I was pleased to hear
the member for South Fremantle the other
night offer the suggestion he did. It is quite
possible that haif the industrial disputes that
oceur could be settled if a litile more amity
was displayed between the parties concerned
in the dispute. I do not think the Arbitration
Court has ountlived its nsefulness. It ig the
best means we have at present for the settle-
ment of industrial disputes, but its work
should be speeded up. If one court is not
guffieient another eourt should be appointed.
Tt is unnecessary that the President should be
a Judge of the Supreme Court. There are
* many men who are capable of gcttling indus-
trial dispotes who may mnever reaech that
vosition. Most of the disputes which have
been settled by private arbitration have been
settled by the intervention of men, who may
have legal training, but who have never been
appointed as Judges of the Supreme Court.
The Act might be amended to permit of some-
thing of the kind being done. If that is
brought about, I canuot sce the necessity for
a bench of three in the Arbitration Court, The
advocates for the contending parties should
do their advoeating on the floor of the court.
They are deseribed as assessors, but I have
yet to learn that a unanimows decision has

ever been given in any dispnte that has heen-

hrought before the court. The representative
of the employers must necessarily take the
side of the employers, and the same thing
holds good so far as the representative of
the employees is coneerned. They must of
neeessity have a bias towards the parties who
employ them,

, The Minjater for Mines; The Government
are not represented there at all.

Mr. GIBSON: The Government have the
employers’ representative to act for them,
beeause they are employers. Tt is always the
judge whose decision is ultimately given. T
should like the eourt to be made as free as
possible and the procedure as wide as may
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he necessary, but the court should speed up
its work so that any dispute that comes before
it shall be dealt with immediately,

Mr, Piekering: And make it as cheap as
possible.

Mr. . GIBSON: The member for South
Fremantle suggested the creation of boards
of industries. I should welecome such an in-
stitution. By discussions between those who
are employers in ecertain indusiries and the
men who are employed by them, it should be
possible to get an interchange of views on
the subjects about which the c¢ontending par-
ties are well acquainted, In the Arbitration
Court we have gentlemen on the bench who
are experts in law, but who are dependent
upon the expert adviee that is given to the
court. They are not able to enter into the
soul of the ease. They must be guided by
the adviee that is given to them. Boards of
industries should tend towards redueing the
amount of industrial unrest. A suggestion
has been made that the workers should give
their scrvices for less wages because of the
present pogition. The reverse should also
hold good, When a business i3 prosperous
the workmen should get a little of the in-
ereasell profits aeerning to the employer in
return for the work that is given to him.
Reference has been made to the wheat pool.
1 am in favour of a wheat pool for the com-
ing barvest. T am not going to discuss what
[ think about the 9sf a bushel whivh is being
charged at present. 1 would support the es-
tablishment of a wheat pool for the coming
harvest on the understanding that the Lon-
don parity is charged for wheat in this State.
and that this parity is adjusted monthly.
By London parity 1 mean the price in Lon-
«on less the cost of getting the wheal there.
If the price in London is 10s. and it costs
3s. a bushel to get it there, the priec in
Western Australia should be 7s. TUnless 1
receive an assurance to this effect, T shall
not he prepared to support the establishment
of another wheat pool in Western Australia.
Dealing with matters affecting my own clec-
torate, I have ne desire to eomplain about
the treatmenf accorded te Fremantle by the
Government. They have done all they could,
and had the financial position been less
straitened [ think they would have done von-
siderably more. The memher representing
South Fremantle and the member represent-
ing North-East Fremantle have always ac-
quainted the Government with -the require-
ments of their electorates. That™ being so,
there will be a eorner in this House to sce
that the requirements of Fremantle and the
neighbourhood are mot neglected. The har-
hour should be extended as soon as possible.
Only three or four months ago there were
three ships waiting outside because all the
berths in the harbeur were oecupied.

The Minister for Mines: Send them to
Albany.

Mr. GIBSON: Let all the ports in the
State get what trade they ean.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The ships will go
where the most trade is.
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Mr., GIBSON: That will be Fremantle.
I do not object to the other ports being
given what they require, so lonp as we get
what we want at Fremantle. The extension
of the harbour would necessitate the removal
of the two Dbridges across the river.  Had
the Labour Government remained in office,
1 believe this work would have been done.
I do not say the subsequent Administration
was responsible for the work apt being done,
because at the time they came iato office the
war broke out. I hope, however, that the
work will be pgone on with as soon as the
financial position permits. In order to cope
with the coming harvest, it is necessary that
the railway on the south side of the river
should be constructed. As our harvest in-
creages in size, so docs the congestion of
traffic passing through the central station
inerease in intensity. All our wheat has to
come through Perth, and this has led to
great congestion.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: If the railway was
built on the south of the river the tramway
would not be needed beeause it would run
right through there,

Mr, GIBSOXN: That is so. This is the
tramway to which the member for Leeder-
vill (Capt. Carter) has such an objection.
The work is very nrgent, and I commend it
to the Government. While on the subject
of wheat, I may refer to the suggestion that
terminal elevators should be constructed at
Fremantle in the near future, I do not know
that [ have vet made up my mind as to the
advisability or otherwise of that step; but I
would recommand the Government to hasten
very slowly in the construction of elevators.
Let the very best advice obtainable be first
taken. I do not know whether I shall be {lo-
ing something I should not do when T say
that while in Sydney I was advised that if
we in Wertern Anstralia did anything in the
way of elevators we should not on any ac-
count have anything to do with Metealf &
('o. I believe Fremantle will in future be the
San Francisco of Australia. TIts unique situ-
ation as the first and last port of eall for
ships using the Suez Canal route ensurecs
that. Fremantle is not dependent only on the
prosperity of Western Australia; the pros-
perity of the Eastern States must also be
roflected on the port. Tn future we shall
have Fremantle a very large city. I hope
that all the promises of support made by
various members to the Ministry will be real-
ised, amdl that our deliberations will prove
to be for the benefit of the country.

AMr. WILLCOCK  (Geraldton) [S8.48]: I
feel no vocation, as seems to have been felt
by most members who have so far spoken,
to offer congratuvlations all round. Tt seems
to me that the sincerest congratulations one
can get a8 a memher of the House take the
form of the confidence of the clectors. That
compliment applies in the case of the member
for West Perth (Mrs, Cowan) and of every
other hon. member. As regards the represen-
tation of the northern portion of the State
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in the Ministry, T take the opposite view to
that expressed by the member for East Perth
(Mr. Sintons) and have fo express my satis-
faction. I am personally very pleased to be
able to econgratulate the new Minister for
Agriculture, whose inelnsion in the Ministry
represents an act of justice to the North.
In contradistinetion to the member for East
Perth, I am glad that the Ministry containg
no eity representatives. T think this State
has been too long dominated by eity interests.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.)

Hon, W. C. Angwin: All rof!

Mr. WILLCOCK: Anyhow, that great

- statesman, W, E. Gladstone, said that the

place where Parliament sits does not want any
members of Parliameut at all, because there
i, sufficient influence exercised upon Parlia-
ment by the people in the immediate vicinity
of its location.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You say that 100,000
people should not have any representation?

Mr. WILLCOCK: No.

Hon. P. Collicy: We country members will
look after them, ,

Mr., WILLCOCK: I trust that the consti-
tution of a Mini~try of country representa.
tives wholly, will mean an era of development
in the country districts. Too much time and
money have been spent on the ecities and
towns already.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Where?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Every Government in-
stitution is centred in Perth,  Where are
trams being constructed?

Hon. W. ¢, Angwin. The people pay for
the trams,

Mr, WILLCOCK: The member for North-
East Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin} may
not agree with me, but nevertheless I ex-
press the hope that the constitution of an
entire Ministry from country members will
mean that the Ministry will adopt a policy
of developing the country distriets.

Hon. W. (', Angwin: It does not make a
fraction of difference.

Mr, WILLCO(C'K: In that case T am at a
loss to understand why country members are
ineluded in the Ministry at all. Some disap-
pointment was expressed on account of a par-
ticular member not getting into the Ministry,
and to solace his wounded feelings it was
said that his constituency was too close to
that of the JMinister for JMines. T hope, at
any rate, that the comstruction of the pres-
ent Ministry will be reflected in the develop-
ment of the rcountry listriets. I think the
Minister for Mines will agree that in the past
his constituency has not had a fair deal;
otherwise how shall we explain the manner
in which Albany has gone down? If T ever
happeir to be in a Ministry, T shall see that
my constitueney receives at least a fair deal.
Every member of a Ministry ought to see
that not only hix immediate constituency, hut
also the neighhouring districts, receive a fair
deal. T hail not intended to speak at all in
this debate, and should not have done so but



