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HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropalitan) [5.32 pm]: Firgly, may | congratulate you, Mr
President, on your dection to the position of President of thishouse. | dso congratulate Hon George Cash
on his re-eection to the position of Chairman of Committees. | would dso liketo thank most sincerely the
Clerk of thehouseand dl of the parliamentary staff for the ass tance and guidancethat they have provided
to me asanew member. | am confident that al new members of this house will agree that the induction
sessions that were conducted by the parliamentary staff were of considerable assistance and value.

| was honoured to be elected to represent the citizens of the North Metropolitan Regionin thischamber in
the 2005 Wegtern Augtrdian dection. Having been born apoalitica being, having been an active participant
inthe Libera Party sincel was 16 years of age and having taught politica theory at the secondary level of
education for more than 20 years, the notion of participating in the political process, as opposed to
commentating upon it, dways appeared inevitable to me.

Before | make comment on severa issues, | deem it appropriate to provide some background on my
persond life. | was born and bred in Kalgoorlie- | wasbornin 1959. Inretrospect, | cansay that | had a
charmed childhood. My parents owned asmall grocery and liquor store and while we were certainly not
what would be termed affluent, | never went without. Lifewasbasicaly comfortable and uncomplicated.
Asyou do asachild, | relied upon my parentsfor everything - materidly aswell asfor guidanceinlifeskills
and for loving support. | was dways given an abundance of al three. Neither my two sstersnor | were
ever found wanting. 1n essence, life conssted of school - North Kagoorlie Primary School and Eastern
Goldfields Senior High School - an abundance of vaued friends, tennis, my golden palomino and working
in our corner store.

Almost without warning, those days of innocence came to an end. | left Kalgoorlie & the age of 17 to
continue my education. While my parents and el dest Sister aso moved to Perth, the younger of my sgters
remainsin Kagoorliewith her family tothisday. Thetown holdsaspecia placefor me, and | anddighted
that it is currently receiving excellent representation at both levels of government through Matt Birney and
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Barry Haase. After Kagoorlie, | spent four yearsat the University of Western Audtradia, wherel gained a
Bachdor of Artsdegree with adouble mgor in political science and history, and a Diplomaof Education.

Following university, | entered the teaching profession, where | remained until my dection to thischamber.
Initidly | taught in the government sector, at John Curtin Senior High School and Lesmurdie Senior High
School, before moving to the private sector - Presbyterian Ladies' Collegefor threeyearsand for the past
15 yearsat Scotch College. Over thisperiod | hedld anumber of senior positions, including head of palitics
and higtory a both Presbyterian Ladies' College and Scotch College during my tenure a those ingtitutions,
as well as head of Ross House, which is primarily a pastora position, a Scotch College for the past
10 years. These pogitions of respongbility provided me with consderable ingght into the chalenges and
expectations of the contemporary secondary student and the role of the classroom teacher and school

adminigrator.

| dways found teaching to be a vehemently positive and rewarding experience, and | thoroughly enjoyed
my time a each of the four schools a which | taught - leaving each of the firgt three through opportunity,
certainly not through disllusonment. | dways gained particular satisfaction teaching palitics, in which a
number of my former students achieved a the highest level in the tertiary entrance examination. | found
debating contemporary issueswith highly idedlistic adolescentson adaily basisextremely invigorating. Ina
professoninwhichit is 0 easy to wish one slife away as one counts down the periodsto the end of each
day, the weeks to the end of each term and the terms to the end of each year, | can state without
reservation that | gill held the same passion for my role as an educator on my last day of teaching as| did
on day one at John Curtin Senior High School in 1981.

Combined with teaching, tennis coaching has been aggnificant dement of my life. To thisend, having a
strong and val ued bond with theworld’ s grestest ever woman tennis player, Margaret Court, hasprovided
mewith endless opportunities, including coaching numerous state and nationa championsand spendingtime
ontheinternationa women'stennistour. That initsalf wasatremendous period of my life. | thrived onthe
daly chdlenges provided by the tennis circuit - the endless desire to be the best one can be and the
congtant accountability through performance and results, which isnot unlike palitics. Having said this, the
gngle mog sgnificant dement to emerge from my associaion with tennis has been my reaionship with
Margaret Court - my mentor inlife. | recently travelled to Sri Lankawith Margaret to conduct aseries of
tennis clinics for victims of the tsunami and the underprivileged. It was a degply moving and spiritud

experience that has been life changing for me. | acknowledge Margaret Court for dl that she represents,
and | thank her for dl that sheisto me.

In the past | have adso held positions on a number of state and federa advisory committees, including the
Nationa Expert Advisory Committee on School Drug Education, the Western Augtrdian Y outh Advisory
Committee, the Western Audtralian Y outh Suicide and Sdlf-harm Prevention Committee and the Western
Australian School Drug Educeation Project. Also, | am currently the patron of the Shenton Park Dogs

Refuge Home (WA). Findly, | have been senior vice-chairman of the Western Audtralian section of

Audrdians for a Conditutiona Monarchy for anumber of years. | have benefited consderably from my
involvement with these committees and associations, and | am grateful for the opportunitiesthat they have
presented to me.

My decision to pursue a podtion in this chamber has been long fet. As mentioned earlier, | wasborn a
political being, and | have had along-held desireto be arepresentative of the peopleinthis place on behalf
of the Libera Party. | will dwaysbe conscious of the fundamenta role of this Parliament and therolethet |
will be expected to play withinit. Based upon the Westminster mode, the essentid role of our Parliament
isto represent the people and to debate on behalf of the people. Without question, ultimate authority rests
with the people. This Parliament exists under the sovereignty of the people. | commit mysdlf to
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representing the people through the promotion of the philosophy of the Liberd Party. | am extremdy
conscious of the fact that there are billions of people on this earth who want to vote but cannot, and that
there are hundreds of millions who can vote but do not. However, in Audrdia - in Western Audrdia
specificaly - with compulsory voting, avast mgority of our citizensutilisetheir democratic right to abalot.
| will be their representative, and | will represent their interests. | will not use this place asavehicle for
persond retribution or vendettas.

Unfortunately, in more recent years Parliaments across Audrdia have been increasingly, and at times
tragicdly, used as such forums through the abuse of an age old procedure known as parliamentary
privilege. Theprincipleof parliamentary privilege essentidly commenced with the enactment of the British
Bill of Rightsin 1689, which statesin part -

That the freedom of speech and debates or proceedingsin Parliament ought not to beimpeached
or questioned in any court or place out of Parliament;

This was designed to protect the Parliament from the King. In 1891 these privileges were set out in two
acts of the Western Audrdian Parliament: the Parliamentary Privileges Act and the Parliamentary Papers
Act. In contemporary society there is little merit in protecting the Parliament from the monarch, as our
commonwealth and state Condtitutions provide meticul ous checks and ba ances, resulting in an extremey
effective parliamentary sysem. There is certainly judtification in maintaining that aspect of privilege that
ded swith contempt of the Parliament to ensure that thereis no interferencein the proper functioning of the
Paliament. However, the most controversa aspect of parliamentary privilege is that relating to

parliamentary freedom of Speech - avehicle designed to protect the speeches, debates and proceedings of

the Parliament from defamation action or from being used asevidencein any court. Smilarly, thereisaso
qudified privilege- avehiclethat providessomelegd protectiontothemedia. Again, thereisconsderable
merit in the principa concept of thisaspect of parliamentary privilege. However, | have deep reservations
about the abuse of this aspect of parliamentary procedure. As| have mentioned previoudy, | resolve not
to usethisplace asavehiclefor persond retribution. | cometo this place asarepresentative of the people
of North Metropolitan Region, and | fully commit mysdf to their purpose done.

Toturnto another area, | guessthat one can takethe boy out of Kagoorlie but one cannot take Kagoorlie
out of the boy. | am proud of my country heritage and extremely grateful for the opportunities that a
Kagoorlie upbringing provided for me. Although | have been apermanent resident of Perth for dmost 30
years, | remain mindful of the extraordinary challengesthat arefaced by rurd Western Augtralianseach and
every day. Tensof thousands of peoplefrom the bush arerequired to regularly travel exceptiond distances
to reach the most basic services. In addition, the health, education and communication facilities, just to
name afew, that are available to resdents of the bush are frequently substandard. It isin thisvein that |

express my disgppointment at the recent changes to the Electord Act. Because of its sheer geographic
Sze, Western Audrdia is unique. Those people who make a conscious choice to live outsde the

metropolitan region deserve specia recognition and consderation. In order to counter the government’s
initial attempts to amend the Electoral Act, former Liberal Party Presdent Kim Keogh established the
Defence of Democracy Committee in 2002. Therole of that committee, of which | was chairman, wasto
raise fundsto fight that move by the government. The committee was extremely productive. We receved
overwhe ming support from membersof the Liberd Party and beyond, and raised hundreds of thousands of

dollarsto successtully defend inthe Western Ausiralian Supreme Court, and ultimately in the High Court of

Audrdia, thefranchise of rurd Western Audrdians. Asl have mentioned previoudy, | am disgppointed at
the recent changesto the Electora Act, and | will waysremain adetermined advocatefor rura Western
Audrdians.
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As a teacher with over 20 years experience | am fully conscious of the consderable chalenges and

expectations facing the teaching profession in contemporary society. Significant shiftsin the fabric of the
modern family, globalisation and its associated challenges, and the ongoing changesto the curriculum, have
placed considerable pressure ontoday’ steachers. Asmodern adolescentsoften regard privilegesasrights,
and their parents demand rather than consult, teachers areincreasingly expected to perform afar broader
role than they could ever have expected. The role of pastora carer, and its associated demands, has
evolved to be acommonplace requirement for today’ steachers. In addition, with the advent of outcomes-
based education and the pending implementation of the associated courses of study at the post-compulsory
leve, the professiond pressuresthat are placed upon teachers are considerable. | am not convinced that
the Western Australian education system isadequately prepared for these changes, nor that these changes
have sufficient essentia support from the teaching profession, the broad parent body or even the students
themsdves. An air of frugtration and cynicism definitely permestes the teaching community, and equaly
there is a ggnificant amount of confuson amongst parents and students. A degree of disquiet thet is
sufficient to warrant concern aready exists with regard to outcomes-based education where it has been
implemented in the K- 10 years. These problemswill be compounded with the extension of OBE through
the courses of study to years 11 and 12 in the immediate future. | am not convinced that the Curriculum
Council hasgiven sufficient cond deration to the enormity of the changes associated with theimplementation
of the courses of study in our education system and the associated demands they will place on theteaching
fraternity and school communities a large.  To this end the Curriculum Council must ensure that

comprehensve professiona development is provided and funded in al sectors of the Western Audtrdian
education system. Given that these are state- driven changes, thisisacommitment that the Sate government
needsto provideto all sectors. Long implementation periodsare an essentid prerequisitefor asmooth and
effectivetrangtionto the coursesof sudy for dl involved. Thisiscurrently not thecase. Thereisconfusion
amongst theteaching profession, particularly with regard to the framing of assessmentsand thetimelinesto
be adhered to. This confusion is inevitably being transferred to students and parents. The recent

announcement by the Curriculum Council that it intendsto delay theimplementation of 10 coursesof study
is testament to the problemsthat exigt inthisarea. The nation of full implementation of al courses on the
same date, after comprehensive implementation periods, gppears to have red merit. In an ageing and
conservative profession, unless cond deration and accommodation isprovided to the very red concernsof

the teaching professon over the next few years, | fear that a sgnificant number of teachers will seek

dternative employment. Teaching iswithout doubt one of the most rewarding occupationsimaginable. |

would like to see this profession given the respect and consideration it so richly deserves, particularly over
the next few chalenging years.

I would now liketo comment on recent legidative changesto Western Audtrdia sdrug laws and theimpact
of these changes on our youth. | am strongly opposed to more liberd laws onillicit drug use, particularly
cannabis. To my knowledge no evidence has been presented that suggeststhat cannabisuseisbeneficid to
aperson’s hedth. On the contrary, there is overwhelming evidence that prolonged cannabis use can be
deleterious to a person’s hedlth, particularly to the mae and femae reproductive systems, the immune
system, the heart and the lungs. Thereis dso evidence that cannabis useis addictive, impairslearning and
frequently leads to the use of higher-order illicit drugs. In fact, the Western Audtrdian Presdent of the
Austrdian Medica Association, Dr Paul Skerritt, isquoted in The West Australian asrecently as2 March
2005 assaying -

Thedrug is provoking manic depression, schizophrenia, depression and panic attacks among the
users, some of whom hed tried it for thefirst time, . . .

The article includes a quote from Professor Castle from Mebourne University, who says that the use of
drugs such as cannabis during the formative years of life, such astheyearsat school, could affect theway a
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teenager or young child thought, thereby impairing cognitive ability and having along-termimpact on job
prospects. The negative impacts of camnabis use on aperson’ s hedth arewithout question. Also without
question isthefact that asignificant proportion of our adolescents, to be accurate about one-quarter of 17-
year-olds, indulgeregularly or semi-regularly in cannabisuse. Thereisno indication that thisleve of usewill
decline. Infact, thereisevery reason to expect that thisfigurewill continuetoincrease. Dependency levels
will inevitably rise correspondingly, aswill the proportion of userswho progressto higher-order illiait drug
usage. Thisisacausefor further concern. | am firmly of the belief that more liberd laws with regard to
cannabis use over recent years will inevitably lead to an increased prevaence of cannabis use anong
Western Audrdian youth. The messagethat isbeing portrayed inthe community a large, and in particular
to our youth, through these recent changes to cannabis use is that cannabis use is acceptable. That
message is trangparent and unambiguous. Whereas a generation ago the use of cannabis was deemed a
hanging offence, recent legidative changes have dtered the godposts. Asaresult, cannabisis no longer
held withthe samedisdain. Our youth regard these changesadmost asabadge of honour. They believethe
use of cannabisisacceptable. Parents, teachers, counsdllorsand the like are faced with the unenviable task
of explaining the negative atributes of cannabisagaingt what our youth see asalegitimisation of the product
through legidation. More liberal laws on cannabis use are regressve and have the potentid to inflict
ggnificant damage on our youth and the community as awhole.

| take this opportunity to acknowledge and thank anumber of people for their valued support over many
years. To begin, | thank my wonderful parents, Lesand Beryl Collier, who | am ddlighted to say are here
today, for being the consummeate parents. | also acknowledge and thank my sisters, Diane Edwards and
Kerry Holman, and their families, for so brilliantly completing the family circle. In addition, | pay tributeto
my political mentor and friend, Sr Charles Court. | thank him for hiswise counsel over many years. | dso
acknowledge my many friendsand supportersinthe Libera Party and beyond for their vaued support and
encouragement, particularly Sdly and Angus Plummer, Robyn Nolan, Michadl and Robyn Mischin, Kate
Waits, Lorraine Beckett, Richard Wilson, Julie Johnston, Jeremy Sher, Phil Paterson, Deb Brady, Jono
Daventry, Barbaraand Greg Brophy, Danidlle and Nick Blain, Daphne Bogue, Cliveand Carolyn Hartz,
the Kilderry family, the Court families and the Scotch College community. There are numerous others -
Libera Party friends, both parliamentary and nonparliamentary, lifdlong friends from so many walksof life
and professiond colleaguesfrom teaching and tennis coaching towhom | am eterndly grateful. | recognise
and thank them.

| dso pay tribute to the Curtin Divison and the Nedlands Branch of the Liberd Party. Both Curtin
Divison, whichiscurrently superbly represented by my vaued friend, Hon Julie Bishop, and the Nedlands
Branch arethriving examplesof the Liberd Party inpractice. They both have large numbers of enthusiagtic
members. They meet regularly in order to service the needsand desires of their membership baseandthey
both hold regular socia functionsto further devel op camaraderie. In essence, they arethe epitome of what
a political organisation should be: avenues for debate, relevance and participation. Having held senior
office bearer pogitionsin the Curtin Division and the Nedlands Branch over many years, | can attest to their
success. | thank the membership of both for their overwhelming support and friendship. Ultimately, thelay
organisation of apolitica party isitsfoundation - it isitsheart and soul and, in thiscontext, the Liberd Party
isin extremely safe hands.

To conclude, | dwaysaffirmed to my studentsthat they should treet life asaseries of opportunitiesand not
a series of events. It is a philosophy upon which | have tried to direct my own destiny. | regard my
election to this place as a redl opportunity. It is an opportunity to represent the people of the North
Metropolitan Region. It is an opportunity to represent the Liberd Party, its philosophy, members and
supportersin thischamber. Itisan opportunity to explore options, to consider legidation that isreflective
of our community’s expectations and to debate dternatives. |1 come to this place conscious of the
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expectations of not only my supporters and the supporters of the Liberd Party, but aso the entire
community. | come to this place as someone with consderable life skillsand, | fed, as someone with a
broad awareness of and sympathy for the needs and expectations of our contemporary society. | am
conscious d the extraordinary privilege associated with being elected by the people of the North

Metropolitan Region to represent them in this place. | commit mysdf to their cause. Thank you.

[Applause]



