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HON CAROLYN BURTON (North Metropolitan) [7.53 pm]: I thank members for this opportunity to make my 
final statement in this house. I express my appreciation to the Labor Party and my colleagues for the opportunity to 
be able to speak in this place at all. It is a unique privilege to sit in this place, and I have been honoured to do so.  
I feel as though it was only yesterday that I stood in this place to make my maiden speech. It is with sadness and 
humility that I now make my final speech in this place. My time in this place has been short, but it has been, I feel, 
worthwhile. The opportunity to represent the people of the North Metropolitan Region, even for a set period of 249 
days, has been an honour. I urge all members to remember that being a member of Parliament carries with it great 
responsibility. We have an awesome responsibility to do some good for the people of Western Australia, and this 
should not be forgotten. It has been a privilege to be a member of the Legislative Council of the thirty-eighth 
Parliament.  
When I arrived in this place, the Australian Labor Party had suffered a demoralising loss in the September 2008 
election. During my time in this Parliament, however, we have still had a majority in the Legislative Council. This 
will, of course, come to an end in a matter of days. However, our task of keeping the Liberal-National government 
accountable will not end. We have a fight ahead of us, but it is a fight that we can win. We need to keep this 
government on its toes and hold it accountable. We must work hard to show the people of this state that we are 
ready to govern and that we are ready to work for them. When ministers have conflicts of interest and their 
transparency becomes clouded, Labor must be there as the sole force of accountability for the Western Australian 
people. The Barnett government has reintroduced several pieces of Labor legislation. Until it starts to develop some 
ideas or plans of its own for the state, I guess we will see even more of that.  

It has been a real eye-opener for me to sit in this place and come to understand its workings—not all of them, but a 
large number of them. It has been good for me to see how Parliament operates. In fact, it would be good for anyone 
to know how Parliament really works and how our laws are made. A remark that perhaps is appropriate in this 
context is one that was made by Otto von Bismarck many years ago, when he said, “Laws are like sausages—it is 
best not to see either of them being made.” Unfortunately, in my time in this place I did not get the chance to follow 
an issue through the entire legislative process of Parliament from start to finish. I have, however, seen most of the 
process of the creation of the sausage. But things do not happen overnight, and there are good people in this place 
who work hard, and will continue to work hard, on our policy and legislative programs.  

One of the other very positive experiences that I have had while in this place was as a member of the Joint Standing 
Committee on the Commissioner for Children and Young People. That committee was re-established in November 
2008. One of the committee’s initial tasks was to examine and report to Parliament on the commissioner’s first 
annual report, which we have done, and that report was tabled in both houses of Parliament last week. It is critical 
that we close the gap between children and young people from Aboriginal and other communities in Western 
Australia. There is a clear need to focus on the early years and early intervention. I took part in this committee 
through public hearing processes, briefings and discussions with stakeholders and found it a very rewarding 
process. I very much enjoyed working on this committee with parliamentary colleagues Martin Whitely, MLA, Hon 
Barbara Scott, MLC, and Andrea Mitchell, MLA, who are very passionate advocates for young people in this state.  

I have also greatly enjoyed the opportunity to ask questions in this place on behalf of my constituents in the North 
Metropolitan Region and around the state. Keeping this government accountable for promises on road funding, 
community safety and police numbers and facilities, as well as schools, seniors and safety in metropolitan and 
regional Western Australia, has been worthwhile. That is not to say that the relevant minister has always been 
forthcoming with an answer to those questions. Far too often, Barnett government ministers do not have, or are not 
aware of, basic information about and details of their portfolios, but eventually we seem to get the information. I 
also commend Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich on her moves to access what were standard levels of freedom of information 
requests when we were in government. Ministers who withhold their diaries or whom they meet with have 
something to hide. The people of Western Australia deserve a transparent government. I will always keep my eye 
on question time and other accountability measures that our parliamentary system provides, and I know that the 
Labor Party that will form the next Council caucus will hold the Barnett government accountable. I am not 
necessarily the best asker of questions in this state Parliament, but credit must go to our Labor shadow Minister for 
Local Government when he questions his counterpart in the Barnett ministry. It has been remarked that it reminds 
those watching of a baby seal being clubbed.  
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It has also been my honour to be able to directly help the many constituents and community groups that have come 
into my electorate office over the past nine months. I certainly feel that I have made a real difference to those 
groups and individuals. I have enjoyed the elements of representation that come from working on issues such as 
hoon behaviour and community safety in my area, or on a housing, Centrelink or family safety issue. I also 
acknowledge and thank the community groups that I have been able to support through representation and support 
for their events. I hope that other future members of Parliament from my area will continue to assist those groups. 

I now want to thank a few people who mean very much to me. To my husband, Rick, thank you, not only for 
supporting me during what I thought would be the most daunting time, but also for keeping things running at home 
during the late sitting hours. I dare say that, had the Liberal-National government been more proactive and had 
more sitting dates, my house would never have looked the same again! Love and thanks also to my two beautiful 
daughters, Nikki and Kristy. No mother could be prouder than I am of both of them. I mentioned in my maiden 
speech that I believe that all the good characteristics I have come from my parents, Don and Beryl McCulloch. I 
endorse that statement again and thank my parents for all they have done for me throughout my life.  

I thank my Labor Party colleagues in both houses, who have given me support over this short time. The staff at my 
Joondanna electorate office have been brilliant. It has been an honour to have them work for me over the past nine 
months. Their work has been excellent and I am indebted to their hard work. I thank Terry O’Brien, Lyn Young, 
Sonja Garnett, Sue Hearn and Stacey Hearn.  

I also thank the staff within Parliament House for being extremely helpful and courteous to me during my short 
stay. My appreciation extends to Malcolm Peacock and the other Clerks of the Legislative Council. Thanks to 
chamber staff Chris Hunt, Grant Hitchcock, Peter Gale, Lisa Parrella, Glen Whitting, Brian Conn and Alice Muller 
for being so helpful, and all the security staff that work in and around Parliament House. I also thank the dining 
room and bar staff, especially Mark Gabrielli, Deborah Kapoor and Joshua Stokes. Special thanks to Di Welch and 
Em Ward from the State Parliamentary Labor Party office.  

Of course, there are others leaving this place whom I would like to wish well, particularly Hon Kim Chance, 
Hon Shelley Eaton, Hon Sheila Mills, Hon Batong Pham and Hon Nick Griffiths. Whether a long-serving minister 
or a short-term backbencher, they have all played a part in making this state what it is. Their vision and desire to 
represent the people of Western Australia is an example to all who wish to serve the greater public. I would also 
like to thank Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich. Sharing an office with Ljil was a real eye-opener. Her hard work and 
enthusiasm were motivators to me. What she does for the people she represents and for the Labor Party is 
commendable.  

We may disagree over many issues, but I believe we all come to this place with good intentions—to make our 
community a better place and to leave it stronger and better than when we came. On that theme, we must work hard 
to protect Western Australian jobs and build our state’s recovery for when we emerge from the global financial 
crisis. I am concerned for the state of our state. I am concerned for my kids and their jobs. We must keep pressure 
on this government to ensure that this state does not falter under its management.  

The upper house provides an important check and balance on the Legislative Assembly. It performs an important 
role for the Western Australian people. If the Barnett government abuses its majority in the Legislative Council, the 
public will be watching and we, the Labor Party, will be ready to take up the fight.  

Finally, I urge all Labor members to remain vigilant. It is an absolute necessity that those opposite are held 
accountable until the Labor Party is back in power. The Labor Party and the movement we stand for is something 
worth fighting for. How we perform in opposition will directly impact on the time it takes to regain government and 
get back to running the state as it should be run.  

In my maiden speech I quoted Ben Chifley’s words that described what the Labor movement meant to him and how 
it can effect change in this world. I leave with some words from another great Labor Prime Minister and former 
member for Fremantle, John Curtin — 

The great University should look ever forward; for it the past should be but a preparation for the greater 
days to be. 

The Labor Party is certainly a broad movement and a broad school of thought. As a party, we must look ever 
forward, to be aware of our past mistakes and challenges but learn from them and move forward as preparation for 
greater days to be. Thank you.  

______________ 
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