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Legislative Council 
Thursday, 13 May 2021 

__________ 

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 5 May on the following motion moved by Hon Pierre Yang — 
That the following address be presented to His Excellency the Honourable Kim Beazley, 
Companion of the Order of Australia, Governor in and over the state of Western Australia 
and its dependencies in the Commonwealth of Australia — 

May it please Your Excellency: We, the members of the Legislative Council of 
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled, beg to express our 
loyalty to our most gracious sovereign and thank Your Excellency for the speech 
you have been pleased to deliver to Parliament. 

HON COLIN TINCKNELL (South West) [12.27 pm]: I rise to give my farewell speech. Like 
Hon Simon O’Brien, this may not be my last speech, but it is certainly my farewell speech. 
I acknowledge the traditional owners of this land where we meet, the Whadjuk people of the 
Noongar nation, and I offer my respect to elders both past and present. 
When I first stood as a member of this chamber four years ago, I was in equal measure humbled, 
daunted and honoured at having been chosen by people of the South West Region to be their 
voice in the Western Australian Parliament. I now know I was right to feel humbled, daunted 
and honoured. Any person elected to this place who is not all those things is unaware of the 
great responsibility that rests with them or the work that is expected of them. 
In my maiden speech, I pledged to research and inform myself about all the relevant and 
important issues and debate each piece of legislation before making a decision that I believed 
would be in the best interests of the people I represented. Unlike most members in this house, 
my decisions over the past four years were not bound by a party room vote, caucus decisions, 
loyalty to powerbrokers or fear of preselection repercussions. I count myself lucky to have 
served in the chamber as the Leader of Pauline Hanson’s One Nation in WA and a key member 
of the crossbench, who was able to hold this government to account over the legislation it 
brought to this Parliament. Sometimes that account was to insist on amendments to improve 
legislation; on other occasions, it meant blocking legislation. It was only because of my vote, 
and that of other crossbench members and my fellow One Nation colleague, that moves by this 
government to nationalise our crayfishing industry, increase the gold tax, close down the 
Schools of the Air and regional boarding colleges and fund many community resource centres 
were defeated in the Legislative Council. If not for the capacity of the Legislative Council to 
block these moves, regional communities and residents would have been severely affected and 
further disadvantaged. I want to say that again: if not for the capacity of the Legislative Council 
to block these moves, regional communities and residents would have been severely affected and 
further disadvantaged. Unfortunately, I believe that this city-centric government, with its new 
majority in the chamber, will systematically revive all, if not most, of these defeated policies over 
the coming four years. It will no doubt cite the old chestnut it is so fond of: “We have a mandate.” 
My constituents in the south west, and members of the public all over this state, face many 
ongoing issues that this government has simply turned a blind eye to for four years. Much must 
be done to improve regional and road safety. As you know, Mr Acting President (Hon Martin 
Aldridge), I have been a consistent speaker on this issue from the moment I first rose in this place. 
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Roads in WA regions currently have the highest road toll per capita in Australia; and for the 
wheatbelt, it is the worst in the world. That is not something that I am proud of as a regional 
member. Although there has been much media focus over the past year on the state of our 
metropolitan health services, regional health services in WA have been neglected for decades 
by successive state governments. People living in WA, outside of Perth, have lesser health 
outcomes and a shorter life expectancy than their city cousins. This is not acceptable, especially 
considering that the overwhelming bulk of the state’s economy is generated from the regions. 
Earlier today, we had a discussion about our system of voting. People forget that not only the 
state’s economy but also the whole of Australia’s economy is so much dependent on the regions 
of Western Australia. 
During my maiden speech, I spoke about the drug and crime problems facing south west towns. 
It was quite clear to me as a non-politician before how bad it was. Sadly, little has changed. 
During its 2017 election campaign, the Labor Party pledged to build a standalone rehabilitation 
facility in the south west. Soon after the election, the McGowan government announced that it 
would not be building that facility. I hope that the incoming members of the South West Region 
will take up this fight, not only for the rehab centre, but also for an expanded facility that includes 
a training centre that engages with local businesses to get young people job ready once they 
have completed their rehabilitation program. We need to get them job ready so they can correct 
their previous behaviour and have a future in life. 
The south west has many businesses that are not short of ambition, innovation or initiative 
but the big three hurdles they face are funding for infrastructure, red tape and a lack of 
accommodation in small towns for employees, especially now. The state government must 
support, both financially and through the reduction of red tape, the development of value adding 
and downstream processing for existing primary industry and tourism operators in the region. 
Substantially increasing the threshold at which small businesses have to pay payroll tax, or even 
getting rid of it altogether, which would be better, would incentivise expansion in local 
businesses. Before the last election, I saw many parties talk about doing something about payroll 
tax. The member to my right, my colleague, raised this in a motion during non-government 
business, during the first year we were in this house, yet not much has been done and small 
business is still suffering from the repercussions of that lack of action. 
Another big subject that is important to me—once again, I submitted plans to this government 
on many occasions in my first two years in Parliament—is homelessness. I noticed that  
a Housing First program is currently running in Geraldton. Two and a half years ago, the 
government announced that it would get involved in Housing First for homeless people. For 
people who do not know, Housing First is the only program in the world that has proven to be 
partially successful in helping homeless people. I acknowledge that it is a very tough issue. 
However, homelessness has to be tackled. We have record levels of homelessness when we 
have record income coming into this state but we are doing very little about it. We have made 
many announcements but we have not yet got on with the job of fixing it. Homelessness in the 
south west and throughout the state is at heartbreaking levels. This government has no concrete 
plan to seriously address the growing crisis. As I mentioned, it has made great announcements 
but we have seen poor delivery. That explains this government at the moment. I hope it improves 
in this area. Increasing housing stock for social housing in regional towns, stamp duty concessions 
for downsizing seniors, which this house overwhelmingly supported but the government has 
not taken action on, and increasing the first home owner grant for regional houses are all simple 
and easy measures that this state government, with its unexpected royalty bonanza, could 
well afford. 
Water and security remain the biggest issues facing our rural producers. Poor maintenance of 
water infrastructure and insufficient growth in dam construction have added to water insecurity 
all over the state. Then we have the Water Corporation, a so-called not-for-profit entity making 
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a surplus of millions of dollars, which is being returned to the general government revenue 
coffers. It is hard to believe that that goes on. How many desalinators and many other things 
could have been purchased for small regional communities with that money? 
I also urge members to take the pathway to renewable energy—I say this with all seriousness—
at a pace that will not disadvantage the state in the cost of reliability of electricity, for businesses 
and families, especially those in regional areas. It is a common mantra of many on the left 
side of politics that we might all have to learn to pay more for green energy. Many families 
in regions throughout the state cannot afford to pay what they have already been paying, let 
alone pay more. 
As previously mentioned, I and other members of the crossbench and One Nation have had the 
freedom to vote on legislation in line with what we believe would be in the interests of our 
constituents. Today, as I look at government members, I would also especially like to remind 
incoming members of the responsibility they have to their constituents and the purpose of this 
house, which is to act as a place of review. I implore them to be brave enough—I really do 
mean that—to vote in the best interests not only of their own constituents, but also the wider 
community. Look at the big picture.  
Our state will be poorly served by an upper house that simply ticks the box on behalf of the 
Premier rather than properly interrogating the legislation before them. My fingers are crossed. 
Sadly, there is a precedent for what happens to members of the McGowan government who 
decide to put their conscience before politics. Labor Party retribution is swift for those who do 
not toe the party line. It is well documented that the first McGowan government was one of the 
most secretive in the history of this state, despite the constant pledges by Mark McGowan 
before the 2017 election to deliver a gold standard of transparency and accountability. There is 
little doubt that the second McGowan government, with a majority in both houses, will be even 
more secretive. This is something that is quite scary not for me, not for this house, not for the 
Parliament, but for the people of Western Australia. 
I implore the media to step up to the plate, and I really hope it does because we need to hear from 
people who are brave enough to not only challenge the owners of their media outlets, but also say 
it the way it is. I recognise that the dominant media player in Western Australia has been acting 
virtually like a propaganda arm of the government for four years rather than a functional member 
of the fourth estate. This is very disappointing. Having had an almost two-decade career in the 
media, I fully understand the business pressures facing media today. Traditional media in this 
state, as it is around the world, is struggling with change.  
From a starting position of having a near market monopoly, traditional media failed to see change 
on the horizon and act as a global industry to innovate and protect its market share. It allowed 
others to do what it should have done itself. I worry when I see the McGowan government give 
a single exemption from the state’s domestic gas reservation policy to media mogul Kerry Stokes’ 
company Seven Group Holdings, which owns the biggest shareholding of Beach Energy. I have 
firsthand experience of just what advertising dollars can buy and it is not just column centimetres 
in a newspaper or advertisement spots on TV. Not only is the potential for abuse clear, but the 
capacity for scrutiny is very limited. This is a major issue for the people of WA.  
Unlike many who come to this place, I am not a career politician. I did not set out to become 
a politician. I have had a few careers in my working life, including two decades in Aboriginal 
affairs and, obviously, two decades in the media. But, without doubt, this career as a member 
of the Legislative Council has been both the least expected and one of the most rewarding. 
I have many people to thank, and I would like to start with the party. It has been a journey. 
When I was asked to be the leader of the WA One Nation party four and a half years ago by my 
federal leader, Pauline Hanson, I said, “My God. What have I got myself into?” I had been 
involved in the 1998 federal election, which was a long time ago, and the party had been in the 
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wilderness for 16 years. We all know the story of One Nation and Pauline Hanson and there 
was a good reason why we were in the wilderness. However, the reason I said yes and the reason 
I ran as a candidate was I had seen the growth in my federal leader. I had seen how she had 
matured as a politician and what I had seen was very pleasing. 
I was also aware that if I took the leadership role for the party, it would mean pressure on my 
family and all my friends. It was documented in The West Australian that one of my best friends 
at work never realised that I had political beliefs that fell in line with the One Nation party. 
People thought that was controversial. It is controversial, but when someone really believes in 
something, they need to put their heart and soul into it and get stuck in. I have done that all my 
life, and I did it when I took the leadership role for One Nation all those years ago.  
I thank Pauline for having that trust in me and asking me to take on that role. Sometimes I may 
have cursed her for giving me that role, because it is tough. It is tough being in the wilderness for 
16 years and trying to cobble together a party of a lot of different people. We have a broad church 
very similar to the Liberal Party, who have lots of different ideas and they do not always agree, 
but you have to get on with the job and do the best you can. We did that. We had three members 
elected to this house. I am very proud of that achievement. As I mentioned, 180 000 people voted 
for us at that time. I have had meetings with the Premier of the state and I keep reminding him 
that he is now the Premier for everyone in this state, not just the people who voted for him and 
his party. 
One member of Pauline’s national executive is James Ashby, who is a controversial person. 
I suppose someone cannot help avoid being controversial to some degree when they are involved 
in our party, because that is the way the media has painted it. However, James Ashby is a very 
knowledgeable guy and has helped me a great deal and given me some great advice on how to 
be a leader. He told me quite clearly that if it had been his decision, I would not have got the 
job. I love that honesty. We became friends instantly after that because I knew I could trust this 
man. He was honest. He believed that someone else should have got the job. None of those people 
were elected, so it would not have worked out anyway. I was elected and it did work out, 
I believe. But that is a one-sided story, as we know. 
I also want to thank my colleague, Robin Scott. He has been a wonderful member for the 
Mining and Pastoral Region and continues to be a wonderful member right up until this last 
day. I am very proud of what he has achieved in working for the people of WA.  
I want to say thank you to the unknown people out there who support One Nation: the party 
executive, president, treasurer, secretary and all the people who put aside many years of 
frustration and all the things that they hoped for the party. All of a sudden they found themselves 
with a few members in Parliament and they really wanted us to perform miracles. I reminded 
them on a few occasions that I was only the leader of the party, not the Premier of the state, and 
some of those things were unachievable—not that Robin or I ever gave up trying. To the party 
executive, thank you. It is a tough job for a small party to get paid-up members, supporters and 
volunteers. I thank those people. We would not have been here over these last four years without 
your work and I thank you dearly.  
I want to thank the parliamentary staff, committee staff and all other staff in this building. These 
people make it happen and make it work for us members in this house. As a person who never 
worked for a member before I came into politics or had any political background, it is very 
daunting to all of a sudden be sitting and standing and speaking in this house. I could not have 
done it without Nigel and his team and Paul and all the great help from the chamber staff. Their 
help has been enormous, as has the help from the committee staff.  
I was fortunate to serve on some great committees. On the Standing Committee on Estimates 
and Financial Operations, I sat with four other people from four different parties and I am proud 
of what we achieved. I am proud of the way that we worked together in a bipartisan approach 
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to hold the government to account, to try to ask the tough questions in the hearings and to 
achieve a result for the people of WA. I was also asked to be present at the Local Projects, Local 
Jobs program committee hearings, and I was very happy with the recommendations that we 
handed out. We need a parliamentary budget office for not only the government or opposition, 
but also the smaller parties to help us explain our policies before elections and get them costed 
and presented in the right manner. It would be a plus to this Parliament and would stop the 
pork-barrelling that has been going on for many years. 
I obviously also want to give a big thankyou to my staff. They, like me, were brand new, and 
I imagine it was the same for Hon Robin Scott. I did not get ex-Liberal, ex-Labor or ex-National 
Party people to come and work for me. We decided to be true to ourselves, do the hard work 
and get behind the issues without having any slant. Over the years, an ex-Liberal did join my 
team, and she has been magnificent. That was thanks to the grace of the Premier, who gave us 
extra staff. As I know the Greens would also find, when you are on the crossbench, there is so 
much work to do. Some members get tired of having responsibility for two or three portfolios; 
crossbenchers can have up to 40 or 50 portfolios! You get used to having to deal with everything 
and trying to get your head across everything, but those extra staff made the difference. I thank 
the Premier for that. That set a precedent, which I believe should continue forevermore when 
crossbenchers are in this house. For my staff in particular, it was a hectic time. 
I live in Busselton but I chose to have my office just over the road. I would love to have been 
a member just for the South West Region, but I found myself to be a member for the Agricultural 
Region, North Metro, South Metro and East Metro. There was a great responsibility to look after 
the whole state. One Nation is not just a regional party; we have as many members, followers 
and voters in the metro area. That is our strength. That is why when things are going well for us, 
a lot of people, sometimes up to a quarter of a million in this state, vote for us in federal or state 
elections. We just need to get our act together as we get through this pandemic. I am sure the 
party will be around for many more years to come. 
To my staff Rod and Anthony, who have been there virtually the whole time from day one, 
I thank you. It has been hectic. There was much to learn for all of us. Your patience, skill and 
dedication have been much appreciated. I have had many other staff come and go. They have 
been promoted; they are working for government departments and have gone up a level. I have 
really enjoyed seeing their development. I thank them all for their support as well. 
I wrote in my notes “Madam President”, but every time I look up, the Acting President is still 
there! Mr Acting President, I also want to say thank you to Madam President, who is not in the 
chamber. To be President of this house is a great honour. It was an even greater honour when 
she found she had a whole bundle of crossbenchers who were new to the Parliament and she 
had to remind us of the rules of this place on a regular basis. That has not been easy. There have 
been many other challenges that have been spoken about in this house; I am not about to talk 
about them anymore as they have been well documented. I thank her for the fantastic job she has 
done and the evenness with which she has distributed chances and opportunities for members 
to speak. That is a great skill. I am sure she will have a long career in front of her, regardless of 
the difficulties she has encountered with her own party in recent years. 
I also want to mention fellow members of this house. I thank you all. One thing I pride myself 
on is being fair and even to all people, regardless of whether I agree with them. From having 
discourse and discussions, you learn and become a better person. You sometimes even change 
your mind. I have been able to do that. That is the job of a politician—to go out and find the facts, 
and consult.  
Our party prides itself on being an expert consulter. We love talking to the people. That is the 
message that came from our federal leader: get out there and speak to industry, stakeholders, 
farmers and the public and find out straight from their mouths what they are saying and what 
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needs to be done. We get a lot of requests, as all members do. Sometimes you cannot deliver on 
behalf of the public because it is not possible. I cannot change the UN from this house, as I have 
been asked to do many times! 
I would also like to say a big thank you to my wonderful family. I have seven or eight more 
minutes before we break for lunch; I promised Hon Alison Xamon that I would finish my speech 
before lunch, as she will be the next speaker. I would like to spend a little time just talking about 
my wonderful family. My family has supported me. I have grown kids and they are now having 
children of their own. They are buying homes and achieving their career dreams and aspirations. 
I have always said to them, “Never ever take a backwards step. If you want something, work 
hard and you can achieve it. You need to educate yourself. You need to learn. Sometimes you 
just have to go out and do a job you don’t necessarily want to do to pay the bills, until you find 
the job that you want. You need to just get the job done.” They have done that.  
Every parent’s dream is to create children who are better role models and people than they 
are. I believe I have been able to achieve that. I look up to them. Some of them are taller than 
me, so that is easy to do! When I first came into this house, my youngest daughter had just 
had a baby, so I had a grandchild, whom I got very much involved with as they live in this state. 
Now I have another granddaughter and another grandchild on the way, so the family is rapidly 
growing. I am getting older. I am glad that the grey hair has gone to white. I hope I become 
a fantastic grandparent to those kids for many years to come. I know I will have a bit more time 
in the future. 
All my life I have lived by one thing: I will not compromise when it comes to what I believe. 
Of course, those beliefs have built up over many years of learning things. I have conducted 
myself in a way that is respectful of people, whether or not I agree with them, and nothing will 
force me to change this approach or my beliefs. If I face criticism for not being politically 
correct, that does not worry me: I am proud that I stayed true to myself in this house. 
I have been involved in many start-ups and ventures throughout my life. I am not afraid of failure. 
It brings the best out of me. I have faced many great challenges. I have launched newspapers, 
radio stations and a national sporting code, and virtually relaunched, along with my colleagues, 
a political party in this state. They have all been major challenges and they have all been tough, 
but they have brought the best out of me. 
I have enjoyed the last four years. They have been easy to enjoy because of the help and assistance 
I have received from many members in this house. Working in this house on behalf of my 
constituents has been a privilege, and I am proud of the contribution I have made. I now look 
forward to new opportunities in the future. I do not know what they will be. I know the skillset 
I have, but I have had to retrain myself before. I am a believer in change. I am a student of change 
and I am ready for the next challenge. If there are a whole bundle of things that I need to learn 
to do the next job or the next career well, that is what I will do.  
Thank you to everyone here. Mr Acting President, if you could pass on my best wishes to the 
President. I also thank my party for giving me the opportunity to represent the people of this 
state. Thank you. 
[Applause.] 

__________ 
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