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POSTPONED QUESTIONS
                    

Notice Given Tuesday, August 13 2002

4. Hon John Fischer to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Deputy Premier
(SO 138(d) response - September 18 2002)

Notice Given Thursday, March 20 2003

563. Hon Jim Scott to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure (SO 138(d) response - May 8 2003)

Notice Given Tuesday, April 1 2003

628. Hon Jim Scott to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure (SO 138(d) response - May 9 2003)

Notice Given Tuesday, April 8 2003

643. Hon Giz Watson to the Leader of the House representing the Premier

Notice Given Wednesday, April 9 2003

644. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

645. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

647. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development
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648. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

657. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

664. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

668. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

672. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

673. Hon Peter Foss to the Minister for the Kimberley, Pilbara and Gascoyne

675. Hon Peter Foss to the Minister for Housing and Works

681. Hon Peter Foss to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Federal Affairs

682. Hon Peter Foss to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Public Sector
Management

683. Hon Peter Foss to the Leader of the House representing the Premier

691. Hon Dee Margetts to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

Notice Given Thursday, April 10 2003

692. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

693. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

696. Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for Local Government and Regional Development

697. Hon Dee Margetts to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

Notice Given Tuesday, May 6 2003

699. Hon George Cash to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

700. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

702. Hon Murray Criddle to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health

703. Hon Jim Scott to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Attorney General

704. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage
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705. Hon Alan Cadby to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

706. Hon Alan Cadby to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

707. Hon Alan Cadby to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

708. Hon George Cash to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

709. Hon George Cash to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health

710. Hon George Cash to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

711. Hon Peter Foss to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

712. Hon Peter Foss to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

713. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

714. Hon George Cash to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

716. Hon Barry House to the Minister for Racing and Gaming

717. Hon Christine Sharp to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

718. Hon Christine Sharp to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

719. Hon Christine Sharp to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

721. Hon Christine Sharp to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

724. Hon Jim Scott to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

725. Hon Jim Scott to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

726. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

727. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

728. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

729. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure
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730. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health

Notice Given Wednesday, May 7 2003

731. Hon Giz Watson to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

732. Hon Barry House to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Health

733. Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Minister for Police
and Emergency Services

734. Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

735. Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

Notice Given Thursday, May 8 2003

736. Hon Dee Margetts to the Minister for the Midwest, Wheatbelt and Great Southern

737. Hon Alan Cadby to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

738. Hon Christine Sharp to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

739. Hon Christine Sharp to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

740. Hon Christine Sharp to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

741. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

742. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

743. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

744. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for
Energy

745. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

746. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services

747. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

Notice Given Friday, May 9 2003

748. Hon John Fischer to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Indigenous
Affairs
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749. Hon Christine Sharp to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Notice Given Tuesday, May 13 2003

750. Hon Peter Foss to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

751. Hon Peter Foss to the Leader of the House representing the Premier

752. Hon Peter Foss to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

753. Hon Peter Foss to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

754. Hon Dee Margetts to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Federal Affairs

755. Hon Jim Scott to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

756. Hon Jim Scott to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

Notice Given Wednesday, May 14 2003

757. Hon Norman Moore to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

758. Hon Dee Margetts to the Leader of the House representing the Premier

759. Hon George Cash to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for Energy

760. Hon George Cash to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

761. Hon Jim Scott to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

762. Hon Jim Scott to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

763. Hon Jim Scott to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

764. Hon Jim Scott to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

765. Hon Jim Scott to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

766. Hon Jim Scott to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

767. Hon Peter Foss to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
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QUESTIONS ASKED TODAY
                    

Notice given Thursday, May 15 2003

768. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services

I refer to an email complaint dated April 7 2003 sent to the Minister for Police and Commissioner of
Police with attaching photographic evidence concerning an unlicensed forklift operated by Mr Mark
Posa on Wilson Street in a residential area in Kalgoorlie near the Kalgoorlie Cement Works -

(1) Is the forklift depicted in the photos required under any statutory acts administered by the
West Australian Police force to be licenced or registered to operate on any public roads and in
particular Wilson Street?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) If yes to (1), can the Minister state the specific sections of the relevant statutory acts which
require the forklift to be licenced or registered?

(4) If no to (3), why not?

(5) Will the Police department be fining or prosecuting Mr Mark Posa for operating an unlicensed
forklift on March 4 2003 on Wilson Street which is a busy public road where approaching
motorists were forced to veer to the wrong side of the road?

(6) If no to (5), why not?

769. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services

(1) Has the West Australian (WA) Police Department in Kalgoorlie-Boulder received any
complaints in February or March 2003 with photographic evidence concerning trailers from
the Kalgoorlie Cement works located on Wilson and Oberthur Streets which carry large
quantities of cement and had deficient/damaged, unserviceable hydraulic brakes, bald tyres,
damaged indicator lenses and missing trailer plug connectors?

(2) Has the WA Police Department investigated all of these complaints?

(3) If no to (1), why not?

(4) If yes to (1), what was the outcome, if any, of these complaints?

(5) Did these trailers have bald tyres?

(6) Did these trailers have damaged indicator lenses and missing trailer plug connectors?
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770. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

I refer to a document titled �Rights, Responsibilities and Obligations, A Code of Conduct for Public
Servants� dated June 1988 and question on notice No. 485 of March 11 2003 -

(1) Given that the above code of conduct for public servants in part states �It is important also, for
fairness and the possibility of external review, that decisions affecting individuals should be
properly documented, setting out the evidence and the reasons for the decision made� can the
Minister explain why the departmental briefing notes and files do not contain properly
documented evidence and the reasons for the decision made concerning Kalgoorlie
Consolidated Gold Mines Pty Ltd environmental bond?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

771. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

I refer to question on notice No. 485 of March 11 2003 and the answers provided -

(1) Can the Minister factually explain what does he consider to be relevant and meaningful
information to be provided to the member?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Given that the Minister has not provided a concise yes or no answer and explanation for parts
(2) and (3) can the Minister now provide a concise, relevant, free from argument or
controversial matter answer to these questions?

(4) If no to (3), why not?

772. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

(1) Can the Minister state the specific month and year in which good records of departmental
decisions, actions and the reasons for them commenced within the former Department of
Mines and Department of Minerals and Energy?

(2) If no to (1), will the Minister or the Director General immediately request an independent
external investigation as to why good records of departmental decisions, actions taken and the
reasons for them have not been carried out as part of the obligations and responsibilities of
officers within the department?

773. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

(1) Does the Minister and Director General of the Department of Industry and Resources support
the principle that if the reasoning behind a decision taken by the department as part of the
obligations and responsibilities of the department cannot be demonstrated, then its integrity
cannot be demonstrated?
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(2) If yes to (1), can the Minister explain the reasons why?

(3) If no to (1), why not?

(4) Does the Minister and the Director General of the Department of Industry and Resources
support the principle that transparency of decision making demands that the public must be
able to obtain independent review of government decisions and that this cannot take place
without sufficient good records of decisions, the actions taken and the reasons for them?

(5) If no to (4), why not?

(6) If yes to (4), can the Minister explain the reasons why?

774. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

I refer to question on notice No. 583 of March 20 2003 and answers provided -

(1) Will the Minister or the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) prosecute Loongana
Lime for breaching condition A7 of the licence under the Environmental Protection
Act 1986 in not having the required temperature in excess of 1200 degrees Celsius to clearly
demonstrate that a breach of licence conditions is extremely serious given that residents of
Lamington, Williamstown and Ninga Mia have been making complaints concerning emissions
which severely affects the health, welfare, convenience, comfort and amenity of the residents?

(2) If yes to (1), can the Minister explain the reasons why?

(3) Can the Minister explain what evidence, if any, does the DEP have to factually verify and
thoroughly rely upon that the average temperature in the kilns is reported to be 1165 degrees
Celsius rather than the required 1200 degrees Celsius?

(4) If no to (3), why not?

(5) Can the Minister specifically explain how the DEP discovered and factually became aware of
the breach of condition A7 at the Loongana Lime Plant?

(6) If no to (5), why not?

(7) Is it correct that residents were specifically complaining about breaches of condition of A7 at
the Loongana Lime premises prior to the breach on the April 2 2003 and were verbally
advised by the Manager of the DEP that the kilns were operating in excess of 1200 degrees
Celsius?

(8) If yes to (7), on what specific dates were these complaints first made or raised with the DEP in
Kalgoorlie prior to the April 2 2003 breach?

(9) If no to (7), can the Minister detail and explain the facts leading up to the breach of condition
A7?

(10) Can the Minister explain what specific subsequent action by the DEP resulted in the plant
being closed under the direction of the DEP in the year of 2002?

(11) If no to (10), why not?
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775. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

I refer to question on notice No. 577 of March 20 2003 and answers provided -

(1) Can the Minister explain why the solid waste from the Total Waste Management Plant is
treated with a mixture of cement and fly ash?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Can the Minister explain how the solid waste is tested for composition and leachability before
being disposed at the Yarri Waste Disposal Facility?

(4) If no to (3), why not?

(5) Can the Minister state and table what specific evidence concerning the area of the Yarri Road
tip does the DEP have to factually verify the statement made that the depth to groundwater
varies in the region, but is generally around 25 to 30 metres?

(6) If no to (5), why not?

(7) Can the Minister state and table what specific evidence concerning the area of the Yarri Road
tip does the DEP have to factually verify the statement that the potential for groundwater
contamination is low, due to the high clay in the soil, low rainfall rate in the region and the
depth to groundwater?

(8) If no to (7), why not?

(9) Can the Minister explain why the DEP(October 2002) has set strict concentration limits and
Australian Standards Leachability procedure criteria for landfills?

(10) If no to (9), why not?

776. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Indigenous
Affairs

I refer to question on notice No. 568 of March 20 2003 and answers provided -

(1) Can the Minister provide a scaled map indicating the approximate position of the drilling on
the reserve?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Can the Minister explain how the department was able to establish that there is evidence of
drilling on the reserve and the specific date this was discovered on the reserve?

(4) If no to (3), why not?
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777. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Minister for
Consumer and Employment Protection

I refer to question on notice No. 585 of March 20 2003 and answers provided -

(1) Can the Minister specifically state what were the verbal directions provided to Mark Posa
from the Kalgoorlie Cement Work in relation to a number of safety issues before the inspector
left the work site?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Can the Minister specifically state what were the safety issues that were identified by the
Inspector and subsequently verbally directed to be remedied before he left the work site?

(4) If no to (3), why not?

778. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

I refer to question on notice No. 583 of March 20 2003, answers provided and a letter I understand is
dated August 22 2002 sent by Tim McAuliffe, Acting Director Pollution Prevention Division from the
Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) to the Manager, Loongana Lime Pty Ltd -

(1) Is it correct that part of this letter states �Under section 58 of the Environmental Protection
Act 1986, it is an offence to contravene a licence condition. This offence carries a penalty of
up to $125,000 with a daily penalty of up to $25,000. The Department considers that a breach
of this section, or any other section, of the Environmental Protection Act 1986 to be extremely
serious�?

(2) If no to (1), will the Minister table a copy of the letter dated August 22 2002?

(3) Can the Minister explain why the DEP misleads the general public through the licence issuing
process into believing that a breach of a licence condition or any section of the Environmental
Protection Act 1986 is considered by the department to be extremely serious given that on
many occasions when breaches of licence conditions are identified, the DEP conveniently
accommodates the offences for the polluter by stating �The breach is considered to be minor
�� or making a statement which is completely contradictory to when the licence was first
issued?

(4) If no to (3), why not?

779. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

I refer to question on notice No. 583 of March 20 2003 and answers provided -

(1) Is it correct that the DEP has been advised by Loongana Lime Pty Ltd in a letter dated
February 25 2003 in part stating �As you are probably aware Loongana Lime had a lot of
operational problems with the oil we were picking up early in 2002 (Jan-March). The quality
of the oil was very poor (water and dirt) and this led to very uneven burning conditions within
the kilns. The consequence of this was unburnt fuels reporting to the baghouses and causing
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blinding of the bags which resulted in the kiln not being able to perform at all. Early in
April 2002 a decision was made to shut down both shaft kilns and look for an alternate fuel�?

(2) If no to (1), can the Minister specifically state what was in the letter?

(3) If yes to (1), can the Minister explain why the DEP permitted and allowed Loongana Lime to
burn very poor quality waste oil which contained water and dirt which led to uneven burning
conditions within the kilns and complaints from residents?

(4) Is it correct that the DEP has been advised by Loongana Lime Pty Ltd in a letter dated
February 25 2003 in part stating �Overall our quicklime production was down
from 85 000 tonnes to 41 000 tonnes because of the kiln closures, we are still only running
one shaft kiln and the FBK intermittently mainly due to the fact that corporately our future has
been uncertain and clients have been reticent to take up supply agreements�?

(5) Can the Minister explain factually why particulate levels have reduced significantly
from 690mg/m3 in April 2001 to 17 mg/m3 in December 2002 from the Loongana Lime
premises?

(6) If no to (5), why not?

(7) Can the Minister explain why the DEP has conveniently accommodated a breach of condition
A5 for Loongana Lime in relation to particulate levels which is a serious offence under the
Environmental Protection Act 1986 given that that is there is a perfectly logical explanation as
to why particulate levels may have reduced, part of which is outlined in question (4) above?

(8) If no to (7), why not?

780. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Indigenous
Affairs

I refer to a letter dated April 3 2003 from the Minister for Indigenous Affairs concerning sand mining
by CSR Limited (Readymix Holdings Pty Ltd) on Mining Lease 36/7 -

(1) Can the Minister explain the reasons and justification as to why you have exercised your
power under section 18(3) of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 declining consent for
CSR/Readymix to resume mining operations on Mining Lease 36/7?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Will the Minister table a copy of the letter dated April 3 2003 sent to CSR/Readymix and any
other letters sent to this company by the Department or Minister in the last 24 months?

(4) If no to (3), why not?
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781. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

I refer to sand mining on Mining Lease 36/7 by CSR/Readymix Pty Ltd which I understand
commenced in 1992/1993 -

(1) Can the Minister state how many tonnes of sand have been extracted since 1992 from the
above Mining Lease?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Can the Minister state how much in royalties have been paid to the Department, the specific
dates the payments were made for each of the years commencing from 1992 through to 2003?

(4) If no to (3), why not?

(5) Can the Minister state the specific month and year in which sand mining first commenced on
Mining Lease 36/7?

(6) If no to (5), why not?

782. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

I refer to question on notice No. 566 of March 20 2003 and answers provided -

(1) Given the Minister has stated �Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines(KCGM) Pty Ltd provided
information relating to the road�s construction to the Department as a courtesy only� can the
Minister indicate the specific date on which this information was received by department�?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Can the Minister state whether a map was provided indicating the roads position with the
information provided relating to the road�s construction?

(4) If no to (3), why not?

(5) If yes to (3), will the Minister table a copy of the map?

(6) Can the Minister quote the specific full text of the letter received from KCGM Pty Ltd which
according to the department provided information relating to the road�s construction as a
courtesy only?

(7) If no to (6), why not?

783. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

(1) Does the Minister and Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Environmental
Protection, Waters and Rivers Commission support the principle that if the reasoning behind a
decision taken by the Department as part of the obligations and responsibilities of the
department cannot be demonstrated, then its integrity cannot be demonstrated?

(2) If yes to (1), can the Minister explain the reasons why?
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(3) If no to (1), why not?

(4) Does the Minister and the Chief Executive Officer of the Department of Environmental
Protection, Waters and Rivers Commission support the principle that transparency of decision
making demands that the public must be able to obtain independent review of Government
decisions and that this cannot take place without sufficient good records of decisions, the
actions taken and the reasons for them?

(5) If no to (4), why not?

(6) If yes to (4), can the Minister explain the reasons why?

(7) Can the Minister clearly explain what procedures and practices has the Chief Executive
Officer implemented throughout the Department specifically including all regional offices to
most thoroughly ensure that all employees/staff including staff within the Minister�s office
comply with the principle that all decisions/actions taken are carefully documented with the
actions taken and the reasons for them?

(8) If no to (7), why not?

(9) If yes to (7), can the Minister state on what specific date these procedures and practices were
implemented for all employees/staff within the department and within the Ministers office?

784. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Minister for
Consumer and Employment Protection

(1) Can the Minister quote the specific text of all the Worksafe Improvement Notices issued in
May 2002 to the Anti Corruption Commission and the justification as to why they were
issued?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Is it correct that the validity of the Improvement notices issued in May 1992 were affirmed on
March 18 2003?

(4) If yes to (3), can the Minister explain how these improvement notices were affirmed?

(5) If no to (3), can the Minister explain what transpired?

785. Hon Robin Chapple to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Public Sector
Management

I refer to the Commissioner for Public Sector Standards report dated April 16 2003 concerning the
Anti Corruption Commission and the investigation/monitoring of compliance/reporting with the Public
Sector Code of Ethics for all government agencies -

(1) Can the Minister explain why the Commissioner for Public Sector Standards did not conduct
specific investigations in terms of monitoring and reporting compliance with the Public Sector
Code of Ethics, but rather conducted a broader review on the key issues raised?

(2) If no to (1), why not?
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(3) Is it correct that the current Commissioner for Public Sector Standards does not take the
approach of conducting investigations into monitoring for compliance, specific breaches of the
Public Sector Code of Ethics when complaints are made by members of the public, whereas
the previous Commissioner did this?

(4) If yes to (3), can the Minister explain why this occurs?

(5) If no to (3), can the Minister clearly explain what does occur?

(6) Can the Minister state specifically who investigates and reports on specific allegations not
related to human resource management practices made by members of the public concerning
breaches of the Public Sector Code of Ethics for all government agencies that the code applies
to?

(7) If no to (6), why not?

786. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

I refer to Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Pty Ltd (KCGM) operator for Barrick Mines and
Newmont Mining Licence number 6420, file L137/88 covering the Fimiston Plant and Tailings
Disposal -

(1) Can the Minister explain the reasons and justification as to why the word cyanide was
specifically removed from the condition of licence issued on Monday, January 25 1999 in
subsequent issuing of licences given the condition under the heading of �Holding Facilities -
Contaminated Matter� now states  �The Licensee shall retain all matter containing saline or
alkaline constituents within holding facilities in a manner which prevents pollution. Pollution
includes, but is not limited to the constituents of tailings damaging vegetation, contaminating
surface waters or contaminating underground waters�?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

787. Hon Peter Foss to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Community
Development, Women's Interests, Seniors and Youth

(1) Has the Minister/Department of Community Development carried out any assessment of the
growing numbers of families in need in Western Australia?

(2) When was that assessment last made?

(3) Has the Minister/Department of Community Development provided any additional support for
non-government agencies to meet the needs of families over the last six months?

(4) If so, what additional support has been provided this year that has not been provided in the
past?
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788. Hon Peter Foss to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Treasurer

At what rate of interest could the Western Australian Government borrow money on April 30 2003?

789. Hon Peter Foss to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Attorney General

(1) How many referrals to a Juvenile Justice Team did the Department of Justice receive in -

(a) 2001;

(b) 2002; and

(c) to date 2003?

(2) In each given year were all orders fully satisfied?

(3) If not, what are the numbers of orders not fully satisfied and the reason for this?

(4) In each given year were any orders not actioned by the Department of Justice?

(5) If orders were not actioned how many were not and what is the reason for this?

790. Hon Peter Foss to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for Planning and
Infrastructure

(1) How many vehicles have been reported as stolen during the years -

(a) 2001-2002; and

(b) 2002-2003,

 from the following railway station car parks -

(i) Warwick;

(ii) Edgewater;

(iii) Cannington;

(iv) Kenwick;

(v) Bassendean;

(vi) Bayswater; and

(vii) Armadale?

(2) How many vehicles have been reported as damaged or burgled but not stolen from these
railway stations?

(a) Warwick;

(b) Edgewater;

(c) Cannington;

(d) Kenwick;

(e) Bassendean;
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(f) Bayswater; and

(g) Armadale?

791. Hon Peter Foss to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Treasurer:

(1) Have there been any unbudgeted capital loan repayments in 2002-2003?

(2) If yes, from whom and for how much?

792. Hon Peter Foss to the Leader of the House representing the Premier:

I refer to the Government�s current State Budget self-promotion advertising campaign and ask -

(1) Was this campaign at the initiative of the Public Service or of the Cabinet (by which term I
include persons employed as advisers)?

(2) If by the Public Service, who within the Public Service recommended it?

(3) Are any similarly politically initiated advertising campaigns planned for the period between
April 30 2003 and December 31 2003?

(4) If so, which portfolios are involved and what is the focus of each of the campaigns?

(5) What media will be used and what is the estimated cost of each of the campaigns?

(6) What provision has been made in the current budget to pay for these advertisements?

793. Hon Peter Foss to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries:

For each department within your portfolio -

(1) What is the department�s projected expenditure on public relations/community awareness in
the 2003/2004 Budget?

(2) How does this compare to the current financial year�s allocations?

(3) How many FTEs within the department are involved in communications, public
relations/community awareness or media relations?

(4) Are any of those persons journalists, and if so, how many?

(5) What is the department's projected expenditure on advertising in the 2003/2004 budget?

(6) How does this compare to the current financial year�s allocations?

(7) Are there any new campaigns to be undertaken by the department in the 2003/2004 financial
year?

(8) If so, what is the projected cost of those campaigns?

(9) Is the management/organisation of those campaigns to be outsourced?

(10) If so, to whom?
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(11) How many officers from each department or agency are located permanently within the
Minister�s office?

794. Hon Peter Foss to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

For each department within the Ministers portfolio will the Minister provide the following details of
all grants, loans and any other form of financial assistance, offered within the Minister�s portfolio -

(a) the name of the financial assistance;

(b) the purpose of the assistance;

(c) the eligibility criteria for assistance;

(d) the actual expenditure in -

(i) 2001-2002;

(ii) 2002-2003; and

(iii) the budgeted allocation in 2003-2004?

795. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

I refer to question on notice No. 667 of April 9 2003, and the answers provided -

(1) Given that the Minister has stated for part  (6) �The majority of licences for gold mining
operations in the Swan Goldfields Agricultural Region of the DEP have a condition under
Holding Facilities- Contaminated Matter which include the word cyanide� can the Minister
explain why Kalgoorlie Consolidated Gold Mines Pty Ltd (operator for Newmont Mining and
Barrick Mines) have received this special privilege from the DEP over and above various
other large and small scale mine sites since late 1999, early 2000 of having the word cyanide
removed from their licence condition W1?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

796. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Racing and Gaming representing the Minister for
Consumer and Employment Protection

I refer to an email with attaching photographic evidence dated May 14 and 15 2003 sent to the
Minister�s office, copied to the Premier of Western Australia from a complainant concerning
Kalgoorlie Cement Works (KCW) operated by Mark Posa in Kalgoorlie Boulder and a press release
dated May 1 2003 titled �Major Crackdown on Dangerous Worksites and Dodgy Bosses� -

(1) Does the Minister consider it acceptable and permissible as a safe workplace that the operator
of the above site repeatedly operate a forklift moving materials while at the same time using a
mobile phone?

(2) If yes to (1), why?
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(3) Does the Minister consider it acceptable and permissible as a safe workplace that the operator
of the above site operate forklift controls, while standing alongside the forklift talking on a
mobile phone?

(4) If yes to (3), why?

(5) Will the Minister ask or direct Worksafe to contact the complainant with a view to obtaining
evidence concerning all of the matters raised in the email dated May 14 and 15 2003 with a
view to prosecuting the operator at KCW?

(6) If no to (5), why not?

(7) Can the Minister state when is Worksafe going to finally crackdown on this dangerous
worksite and dodgy bosses by prosecuting the owner for breaches of Occupational Health and
Safety Legislation given that Worksafe has previously -

(a) issued a prohibition notice on the March 14 2003 when a safe system of work was not
being maintained in relation to the forklift;

(b) issued a prohibition notice on the August 14 2002 when young untrained persons were
operating a skid steer loader; and

(c) issued many improvement notices in relation to many other safety matters?

(8) If no to (7), why not?

(9) Can the Minister state what is the purpose of stating in a public press release �While you
cannot put a price on a human life, existing penalties are obviously not high enough and I will
be taking a package of tougher penalties to cabinet in the next two months.� when the existing
penalties available through prosecution at the above work site are not even being currently
utilised by Worksafe?

(10) If no to (9), why not?

797. Hon Robin Chapple to the Leader of the House representing the Minister for Public Sector
Management

I refer to a document which I understand is titled �Rights, Responsibilities and Obligations, A Code of
Conduct for Public Servants� and a covering foreword letter dated June 1988 signed by F.J Campbell,
Commissioner Public Service Commission -

(1) Is it correct that part of this document under a side sub heading of Provision of Inaccurate
Advice it states in part �Similarly, in the event that an officer is either asked by a senior officer
to convey inaccurate or misleading information to the Minister, or, is aware of such
information being supplied by other officers, he or she should bring the matter to the attention
of the relevant Chief Executive Officer. If this fails he or she may approach the Public Service
Commissioner for further action or advice.�?

(2) If no to (1), will the Minister table the entire document?

(3) Can the Minister quote the specific text of the current Public Sector Code of Ethics, which
clearly covers the provision of inaccurate or misleading information being provided by the
Chief Executive Officer to any Minister?



19

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

Questions Asked Today

Notice given Thursday, May 15 2003

(4) If no to (3), why not?

(5) Is the provision of inaccurate and misleading information being provided by any public sector
employee to their Chief Executive Officer regarded as a breach of discipline?

(6) If no to (5), why not?

(7) If yes to (5), can the Minister state and quote the specific section of the current Public Sector
Management Act and the text of the current Public Sector Code of Ethics which covers this?

(8) Can the Minister state what is the penalty, if any, under the Public Sector Code of Ethics for a
Chief Executive Officer providing inaccurate or misleading information to a Minister who
then repeats this information in the Parliament?

(9) If no to (8), why not?

798. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

I refer to questions on notice No. 653 of April 9 2002 and answers provided -

(1) In relation to the answer for part (3) given the Minister�s answer is not clear in terms of stating
whether the �� reasons why they were issued by the Department.� have been requested can
the Minister specifically request that this be included, if it has not already been requested?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Can the Minister table all of the information concerning the 12 work directions and 10 stop
work orders, including the reasons why they were issued by the Department so that it is on the
public record?

(4) If no to (3), why not?

799. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

I refer to the 2001-02 Budget Statements presented to the Legislative Assembly on
September 13 2001 specifically page number 984 under the heading �Major Initiatives for 2001-02�
which in part states �Commencement of a program to improve transparency of environmental approval
process, including public access to NOIs, annual environmental reports and environmental
management plans� -

(1) Can the Minister state on what date the Department of Industry and Resources will make
public access to NOIs, annual environmental reports and environmental management plans
publicly available upon request?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Will the Minister include Project Management Plans required under the Mines Safety and
Inspection Act and Regulations to be made publicly available upon request in the same manner
as the other documents outlined in question (1) above?

(4) If no to (3), why not?
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800. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

I refer to questions on notice Nos 338, 337, 336 and 335 of November 27 2002 -

(1) Has the Department of Industry and Resources and the Minister considered/investigated all of
the issues raised in the above questions?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) If yes to (1), on what specific dates were they considered/investigated?

801. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

I refer to question on notice Nos 663 of April 9 2003, 581 of March 20 2003 and the answers
provided -

(1) Can the Minister explain why it was acceptable to provide an answer for part (12)
number 581 to the Parliament concerning the DEP owning up to all mistakes it has made in
relation to dealing with complaints, not just with Brookdale in the last 10 years, in part stating
�The system of environmental protection is subject to many check and balances, many with
legislative backing, appeal rights, Freedom of Information, public reporting and parliamentary
scrutiny.� given that the Minister to date will not allow parliamentary scrutiny by answering
all of the questions on notice Nos 387, 388, 389, 390, 391, 392 of March 4 2003?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Does the Minister stand by the statement for the answer for part (3) number 581 that
��Where mistakes are made, they are acknowledged.�?

(4) If yes to (3), will the Minister and the DEP acknowledge them by answering all of the
questions on notice numbers 387, 388, 389, 390, 391, 392 of March 4 2003?

(5) If no to (3), why has this now changed?

(6) In relation to the answer for part (7) number 581 can the Minister state for what purpose the
report was posted on the DEP website?

(7) If no to (6), why not?

802. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

I refer to questions without notice No 880 of Thursday, May 8 2003, 840 of Tuesday, May 6 2003 and
the answers provided -

(1) Can the Minister explain why the edited and unedited decisions clearly had errors in the
reasons for decision?

(2) If no to (1), why not?
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803. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

I refer to question on notice No. 663 of April 9 2003 and the answers provided -

(1) In relation to the answer for part (3) given that the Minister has not made it clear whether Mr
Peter Skitmore has left the Department can the Minister now state whether this employee has
left the Department or is still employed?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Is the Minister and the Department attempting to cover up serious concerns raised in questions
on notice numbers 387, 388, 389, 390, 391, 392 of March 4 2003?

(4) If no to (3), will the Minister simply request that the Department provide answers to all of
these questions without further delay?

(5) If yes to (3), can the Minister explain why?

(6) Can the Minister explain why so much effort and delay has been focused on attempting to
avoid the direct questions on the public record in the Parliament with the Minister stating �I
am providing you with the opportunity to raise your concerns directly with the DEP� given
that I have raised the questions with the Minister in the Parliament on the public record,
clearly already clarified with a simple expectation that the Minister would request the
Department to provide the answers in a concise, relevant, and free from argument or
controversial matter?

(7) If no to (6), why not?

804. Hon Robin Chapple to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for State
Development

I refer to questions without notice Nos 880 of Thursday, May 8 2003, 840 of Tuesday,
May 6 2003 and the answers provided -

(1) Can the Minister explain how certain parts of the transcript were not available as voices were
illegible and evidence was lost due to tape changes given that the Department as I understand
it, is specifically responsible for looking after the tapes, transcripts and any evidence presented
in the Warden�s Court?

(2) If no to (1), why not?

(3) Is it correct that the hearing took place for the above matters on the August 12 1997 and the
final edited decision was not available to the participating parties till January 14 2000 and at
the time appeared that the recommendations of the warden did not fully resolve the situation?

(4) If yes to (3), can the Minister explain how this transpired?

(5) If no to (3), what is correct?

(6) Can the Minister specifically state all the facts Mr Holden raised with the Department in his
letter dated April 17 2000 in which the Department I understand has made a file note stating
�Mr Holden has raised several facts which the Warden has not addressed in his final edited
decision�?
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(7) If no to (6), why not?

(8) Can the Minister explain why in this matter there is an Addendum to Reasons for Decision
dated February 21 2003, an unedited Reasons for Decision dated November 5 1998 and an
edited reasons for decision dated January 14 2000 pertaining to this matter?

(9) If no to (8), why not?

805. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

I refer to question on notice No. 532 of March 11 2003 and answers provided -

(1) Is KCGM the operator of these premises specifically with the Fimiston I and Fimiston II
tailings dams currently permitted under its licence conditions to contaminate surface or
underground waters with cyanide?

(2) If yes to (1), why has the Department of Environmental Protection given KCGM this special
privilege of being able to do this?

(3) If no to (1), can the Minister state the specific text of the current licence which clearly
prevents or stops KCGM from contaminating surface or underground waters with cyanide
from the Fimiston I and Fimiston II tailings dams at these premises?

806. Hon Robin Chapple to the Minister for Housing and Works representing the Minister for the
Environment and Heritage

I refer to question on notice No. 580 of March 20 2003, answers provided and a newspaper article
dated Thursday, January 16 2003 titled �DEP in for major Change� which appeared in The West
Australian newspaper -

(1) Is the Department of Environmental Protection in the Kalgoorlie Regional office a regulator of
the Environmental Protection Act 1986 and other legislation administered by the Department?

(2) If yes to (1), can the Minister explain why the DEP is a regulator?

(3) If no to (1), can the Minister explain why the DEP is not a regulator?

(4) Does the DEP have any powers under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 to make/suggest
solutions to any environmental problems for any premises?

(5) If yes to (4), can the Minister state and quote the text of the specific section of the
Environmental Protection Act 1986 which permits and allows departmental officers to
make/suggest solutions to any environmental problems for any premises?

(6) Have Kalgoorlie Cement Works (KCW) employees/contractors engaged Mr Wayne Astill,
Craig Byers or any other Departmental officer on a consultancy basis to come up with
practical solutions for ongoing issues at KCW which involve allegations of breaches of
various legislation administered by the DEP?

(7) If yes to (6), on what basis?
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(8) Given that the Minister has clearly publicly stated �I told them today we need a shake up� I
want a change in the culture of the organization to a focus on protecting the environment and
the community, I don�t want to hear any more about negotiated solutions with polluters. I
want the DEP to be a strong regulator.�, will the Minister or the Acting Chief Executive
Officer of the DEP give the Kalgoorlie Regional office a shake up to change the culture of the
organisation to a focus on protecting the environment and the community in order that the
DEP is a strong regulator and not a Department which seeks practical solutions to ongoing
issues at KCW or any other premises?

(9) If no to (8), why not?

(10) Can the Minister explain how the DEP is ever going to change its culture to a focus on
protecting the environment and the community, not the polluter and be a strong regulator
given you have the DEP in Kalgoorlie seeking practical solutions to ongoing issues at KCW
and at other premises?

(11) If no to (10), why not?

L B MARQUET
Clerk of the Legislative Council


