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Assembly Votes and Proceedings No. 38 - Wednesday, 14 September 2005 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 

                               

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS 

No. 38 

FIRST SESSION OF THE THIRTY-SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 
                               

WEDNESDAY, 14 SEPTEMBER 2005 

 

1. Meeting of Assembly 

The Assembly met at 12 noon pursuant to adjournment. 

The Speaker took the Chair. 

Prayers were read. 

2. Petitions 

Mental Health Services in the Mandurah and Peel Region - Mr D.A. Templeman presented a petition 
from 804 persons requesting that the Government support and improve mental health services in the 
Mandurah and Peel Region (P. 59). 

Companion Card for People with Disabilities - Dr J.M. Woollard presented a petition from 82 persons 
requesting that the decision by the Minister for Disability Services to charge a fee for the proposed 
new Companion Card be reversed and ensure that the service is available as soon as possible at no cost 
to users (P. 60). 

3. Papers 

The following papers were presented and ordered to lie upon the Table of the House - 

Corruption and Crime Commission of Western Australia - Annual Report 2004-2005 pursuant 
to the Telecommunications Interception Act 1979 (767). 

Dampier Port Authority - Statement of Corporate Intent 2005-2006 (768). 

Insurance Commission of Western Australia - Annual Report 2005 (769). 

LandCorp - Annual Report 2004-2005 (770). 

Port Hedland Port Authority - Statement of Corporate Intent 2005-2006 (771). 

Railway Discontinuance Bill 2005 - Report by the Director General, Department for Planning 
and Infrastructure regarding the closure of Midland Junction to Welshpool (between 
Welshpool and Kewdale) and Fremantle to Kwinana (south of Robb’s Jetty to Woodman’s 
Point) Railways, pursuant to section 18A of the Transport Co-ordination Act 1966 (772). 
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State Government Insurance Corporation - Annual Report 2005 (773). 

Wheatbelt Development Commission - Ministerial Approval for Extension of Time for 
Presentation of Draft Annual Report pursuant to section 66 of the Financial Administration 
and Audit Act 1985 (774). 

4. Notices of Motion 

5. Brief Ministerial Statements 

The following Brief Ministerial Statements were made by - 

The Minister for Small Business on the progress by government agencies to pay creditors within 30 
days of receipt of a claim for payment. 

The Minister for the Environment on the membership of the Greenhouse and Energy Taskforce. 

The Minister for Disability Services on the appointment of Ms Lois Gatley as the Chair of Western 
Australia’s inaugural Carers’ Advisory Council. 

_______________ 

Paper 

The following paper was presented and ordered to lie upon the Table of the House - 

By the Minister for Disability Services - 

Carers Advisory Council - “Holding the Glass”, A presentation for the MS Society fund 
raising event, 16 June 2005, by Ms Lois Gatley (778). 

_______________ 

The Minister for Housing and Works on the launch of the Housing Strategy W.A. Discussion Draft. 

6. Variation to the Order of Business 

Ordered, That Government Business Notice of Motion No. 1 be next considered. 

7. Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Code Regulations Amendment Order (No. 2) 2005 

The Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection, pursuant to notice, moved, 

(1) That this House approves the draft Consumer Credit (Western Australia) Code 
Regulations Amendment Order (No. 2) 2005, a copy of which was laid on the Table of 
the House on 30 August 2005. 

(2) That the Legislative Council be acquainted accordingly and be invited to pass a 
similar resolution. 

Debate ensued. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs moved, That the debate be adjourned. 

Question put and passed. 

8. Terrorism (Extraordinary Powers) Bill 2005 

The Minister for Police and Emergency Services, pursuant to notice, moved, 

That a Bill for “An Act to provide powers to prevent and respond to terrorist acts.” be 
introduced and read a first time. 

Question put and passed. 

The Minister for Police and Emergency Services presented an explanatory memorandum and Bill read 
a first time. 
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The Minister for Police and Emergency Services moved, That the Bill be now read a second time. 

Dr G.G. Jacobs moved, That the debate be adjourned. 

Question put and passed. 

9. Road Traffic Amendment Bill 2005 

The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate upon the second reading of the Bill was read. 

Debate resumed. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time. 

CONSIDERATION IN DETAIL 

Clauses 1 to 48 agreed to. 

Title agreed to. 

Consideration in detail concluded. 

Mr M.J. Cowper moved, 

That the Road Traffic Amendment Bill 2005 be reconsidered in detail for the purpose of reconsidering 
Clause 31. 

Question put and passed. 

RECONSIDERATION IN DETAIL 

Clause 31 agreed to. 

Reconsideration in detail concluded. 

Ordered, That the third reading of the Bill be made an Order of the Day for the next sitting of the 
Assembly. 

10. Questions 

Questions without notice were taken. 

_______________ 

Paper 

The following paper was presented and ordered to lie upon the Table of the House - 

By the Minister for Housing and Works - 

Commonwealth Rent Assistance - Draft Letter from Hon. F.M. Logan MLA, Minister for 
Housing and Works to Members of the Western Australian Parliament who represent regional 
areas (779). 

_______________ 

Questions on notice Nos 433 to 437 were asked. 

Questions on notice Nos 100, 105, 107, 115, 203, 205, 207, 213, 217, 228, 255, 258, 275, 277 to 279, 
295, 309, 320, 323, 336, 349 to 354, 362, 364, 365, 368, 369, 374, 378 and 382 were answered. 

 

Paper tabled by the Minister for the Environment – 

Question on Notice No. 228 - Details of grants exceeding $100,000 for the Department of the 
Environment (775). 
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Paper tabled by the Minister for Energy – 

Question on Notice No. 349 - Sustainable Energy Development Office budget for financial 
years 2001-2002 to 2005-2006 inclusive (776). 

Paper tabled by the Minister for Water Resources – 

Question on Notice No. 365 - Point Peron Wastewater Treatment Plant, results of the last six 
monitoring programs (777). 

 

11. Variation to the Order of Business 

Ordered, That Government Business Order of the Day No. 3 be next considered. 

12. Agriculture and Related Resources Protection Amendment Bill 2005 

The Order of the Day for the resumption of the debate upon the second reading of the Bill was read. 

Debate resumed. 

Debate interrupted by the Chair (Dr G.G. Jacobs speaking) and adjourned until a later stage of the 
sitting. 

13. Variation to the Order of Business 

Ordered, That Private Members’ Business Notices of Motion Nos 15 and 16 be next considered. 

14. Biofuels Industry 

Mr D.T. Redman, pursuant to notice, moved, 

That this House calls on the State Government to implement a Task Force to investigate the 
opportunities in Western Australia to develop a Biofuels Industry. 

Debate ensued. 

Question put and passed. 

15. Auslink Agreement 

Mr M.J. Cowper, pursuant to notice, moved, 

That this House condemns the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure for failing to sign the 
Auslink Agreement, which would result in $680 million of Federal funding for vital 
infrastructure needs in Western Australia. 

Debate ensued. 

Debate interrupted by the Chair (Mr J.H.D. Day speaking) and adjourned until a later stage of the 
sitting. 

16. Electricity Corporations Bill 2005 

Message No. 20 dated 13 September 2005 from the Legislative Council was reported as follows - 

The Legislative Council acquaints the Legislative Assembly that it has agreed to the Electricity 
Corporations Bill 2005 subject to the amendments contained in the Schedule annexed; in which 
amendments the Legislative Council desires the concurrence of the Legislative Assembly. 

Schedule indicating the amendments made by the Legislative Council in the Electricity Corporations 
Bill 2005 
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No. 1 

Clause 34, page 18, after line 10 - To insert - 

“     
 “energy efficient technologies” means technologies, including but not limited to operating 

software, designed to improve the efficiency of electricity generation plant and 
equipment; 

    ”. 

No. 2 

Clause 35, page 19, line 10 - To insert after “electricity” - 

“    from sources of energy including renewable sources    ”. 

No. 3 

Clause 35, page 19, after line 13 - To insert - 

“     
 (c) to acquire, develop, operate and supply energy efficient technologies; 

    ”. 

No. 4 

Clause 41, page 22, line 15 - To insert after “enhance” - 

“    , improve    ”. 

No. 5 

Clause 41, page 22, line 17 - To insert after “provide” - 

“    and improve    ”. 

No. 6 

Clause 41, page 22, after line 26 - To insert - 

“     
 (d) to provide services that improve the efficiency of electricity supply and the 

management of demand on electricity transmission and distribution systems; 
    ”. 

No. 7 

Clause 44, page 24, line 14 - To insert after “consumers”- 

“    and services which improve the efficiency of electricity supply and the management of demand   ”. 

No. 8 

Clause 50, page 27, line 5 - To insert after “electricity” - 

“    from sources of energy including renewable sources    ”. 

No. 9 

Clause 50, page 27, line 6 - To insert after “enhance” - 

“     , improve    ”. 
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No. 10 

Clause 50, page 27, line 8 - To insert after “provide” - 

“    and improve    ”. 

No. 11 

Clause 50, page 27, after line 9 - To insert - 

“     
 (c) to do anything that it is authorised or required to do by the Electricity 

Industry Act 2004 Part 8 (which relates to network access) and regulations 
and Code made under that Part; 

   ”. 

No. 12 

Clause 50, page 27, line 10 - To insert after “consumers” - 

“     
  and services which improve the efficiency of electricity supply and the 

management of demand and which, so far as is practicable, are comparable 
to services provided by the Electricity Retail Corporation in the 
performance of its functions under section 44(a) 

    ”. 

No. 13 

Clause 50, page 27, after line 13 - To insert - 

“     
 (e) to acquire, develop, operate and supply energy efficient technologies; 

    ”. 

No. 14 

Clause 51, page 27, line 29 - To insert after “50” - 

“     other than the function under section 50(c)     ”. 

No. 15 

Clause 51, page 28, line 2 - To insert after “50” - 

“     , other than the function under section 50(c),     ”. 

No. 16 

Clause 53, page 29, line 22 - To insert after “modifications,” - 

“     other than in relation to quality and reliability of supply,     ”. 

No. 17 

Clause 53, page 29, after line 24 - To insert - 

“     
 (7) Regulations referred to in subsection (6) cannot limit or otherwise affect 

community service obligations, as defined in section 99(1), to be performed by a 
corporation under this Act. 

    ”. 
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No. 18 

Clause 60, page 35, after line 14 - To insert - 

“     
 (5) A corporation is to give the Minister and the Minister responsible for the 

administration of the Town Planning and Development Act 1928 written notice of 
a proposal to carry out works referred to in subsection (2) if those works will not 
comply with the provisions of an order or scheme referred to in subsection (3). 

 (6) A corporation is to include in its annual report under section 107 details of any 
works carried out by the corporation during the relevant financial year that did not 
comply with the provisions of an order or scheme referred to in subsection (3). 

    ”. 

No. 19 

Clause 61, page 35, after line 20 - To insert - 

“     
 (2) In respect of the function of the Electricity Networks Corporation referred to in 

section 41(a) - 

 (a) subsection (1) is subject to paragraph (b); and 

 (b) the Electricity Networks Corporation must spend at least 50 per cent of the 
annual cost of managing, planning, developing, expanding, enhancing and 
reinforcing the South West interconnected system in respect of 
transmission and distribution systems, including systems to facilitate the 
connection of renewable energy generation, in regional districts. 

 (3) In subsection 61(2), “regional districts” means the Goldfields-Esperance, Great 
Southern, Mid West, South West and Wheatbelt regions referred to in Schedule 1 
of the Regional Development Commissions Act 1993. 

 (4) The Minister is to review the operation of subsection 61(2) before the expiry of 
four years from the commencement of this subsection. 

    ”. 

No. 20 

Clause 90, page 51, line 17 - To delete “on the Treasurer’s recommendation.” and insert instead - 

“    after consultation with the Treasurer.    ”. 

No. 21 

Clause 99, page 54, line 26 - To insert after “functions” - 

“     or to meet performance targets     ”. 

No. 22 

Clause 99, page 54, line 27 - To insert after “perform” - 

“     or to meet     ”. 

No. 23 

Clause 99, page 56, line 11 - To delete “on the Treasurer’s recommendation.” and insert instead - 

“    after consultation with the Treasurer.    ”. 
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No. 24 

Clause 103, page 58, after line 16 - To insert - 

“     
 (5) Nothing in subsection (3) affects, or is intended to affect, the operation of the 

Parliamentary Privileges Act 1891 or the Parliamentary Papers Act 1891. 
    ”. 

No. 25 

Clause 109, page 62, after line 3 - To insert - 

“     
 (4) Nothing in this section affects, or is intended to affect, the operation of the 

Parliamentary Privileges Act 1891 or the Parliamentary Papers Act 1891. 
    ”. 

No. 26 

Schedule 5, Clause 27, page 171, after line 1 - To insert - 

“     
 (1) Section 39(2)(d) is amended by deleting “or distribution licences” and inserting 

instead — 

  “     , distribution licences or integrated regional licences     ”. 
    ”. 

No. 27 

Schedule 5, Clause 27, page 171, after line 10 - To insert - 

“     
 (3) Section 39(2c) is amended in the definition of “code matter” by deleting “or” after 

paragraph (c) and inserting instead — 

“     
 (ca) the matter mentioned in subsection (2)(da); or 

    ”. 

    ”. 

No. 28 

Schedule 5, Clause 36, page 179, after line 9 - To insert - 

“     
 (d) any service standards to be observed by the Regional Power Corporation; 

and 
    ”. 
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No. 29 

Schedule 5, Clause 36, page 179, after line 10 - To insert - 

“     
 (4) In subsection (3)(d) — 

 “service standards” means standards referred to in section 39(2)(d) that are 
provided for in a code prepared and issued under section 39. 

    ”. 

No. 30 

Schedule 5, Clause 36, page 181, line 9 - To delete “and (c)” and insert instead - 

“     , (c) and (d)     ”. 

No. 31 

Schedule 5, New Clause 28, page 171, after Clause 27 - To insert the following new Clause - 

“     

28. Section 39A inserted 

  After section 39 the following section is inserted in Part 2 Division 7 — 

“     

39A. Review of code standards applying to Regional Power Corporation 

 (1) In this section — 

 “access arrangement” has the meaning given to that term in section 103; 

 “relevant day” means — 

 (a) for the first review, the day referred to in subsection (3); and 

 (b) for a subsequent review, the day referred to in subsection (4); 

 “RPC standards” means standards referred to in section 39(2)(d) that — 

 (a) are to be observed by the Regional Power Corporation; and 

 (b) are provided for in a code prepared and issued by the Minister under 
section 39; 

 “service standards” means standards relating to the quality and reliability of the 
supply of electricity that are provided for in an access arrangement. 

 (2) The Authority is to carry out reviews of the operation and effect of the RPC 
standards. 

 (3) The first review is to be carried out as soon as is practicable after the day on which 
the first access arrangement in respect of the South West interconnected system is 
approved under Part 8. 

 (4) Subsequent reviews are to be carried out as soon as is practicable after the day on 
which the period fixed under subsection (11) ends. 

 (5) The purpose of a review is to consider whether the RPC standards are appropriate 
for each of the transmission systems and distribution systems to which they apply 
when assessed against the service standards that apply to the South West 
interconnected system. 

 (6) When carrying out a review the Authority is to give members of the public an 
opportunity to comment on matters relevant to the review. 
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 (7) The Authority is to give the Minister a report based on a review within — 

 (a) the period of 4 months after the relevant day; or 

 (b) any longer period allowed by the Minister under subsection (8). 

 (8) The Minister may, at the request of the Authority, extend the period referred to in 
subsection (7)(a) by not more than 28 days. 

 (9) A report may contain recommendations as to changes that should be made to the 
RPC standards. 

 (10) Within 28 days after the day on which a report is given to the Minister, the 
Authority is to — 

 (a) make the report available for public inspection in such manner as the 
Authority considers appropriate; and 

 (b) cause a notice giving details of where copies of the report can be obtained 
to be published — 

 (i) in a daily newspaper circulating throughout the State; and 

 (ii) on its internet website. 

 (11) The Minister, by order published in the Gazette, is to fix a period for subsequent 
reviews for the purposes of subsection (4). 

 (12) A period fixed under subsection (11) cannot be longer than 5 years after the day on 
which a notice in respect of the last preceding report under this section was 
published under subsection (10)(b)(i). 

 (13) The Minister, by order published in the Gazette, may — 

 (a) amend an order made under subsection (11); or 

 (b) revoke an order made under subsection (11) and replace it with another 
order. 

    ”. 

    ”.  

Ordered, That consideration in detail of Legislative Council message No. 20 be made an Order of the 
Day for the next sitting of the Assembly. 
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17. Adjournment 

The Leader of the House moved, That the House do now adjourn. 

Question put and passed. 

The Assembly adjourned accordingly, at 7.01 p.m. until Thursday, 15 September 2005 at 9.00 a.m. 

Members present during any part of the day's proceedings - All the members except 
Mr A.J. Carpenter, Dr K.D. Hames, Mr S.R. Hill, Mr P.D. Omodei, Mr J.R. Quigley, Ms M.M. Quirk 
and Mr M.W. Trenorden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 PETER J. McHUGH HON. FRED RIEBELING 
 Clerk of the Legislative Assembly Speaker of the Legislative Assembly 
 


