
STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Pri ary Industries and Regional Development

Dr Brad Pettitt asked:
4) I refer to Spending Changes - Climate Action, Agricultural Sectoral Emissions Strategies on page

218 of Budget Paper No. 2 Vol. 1 and I ask:
a) what consultation on SERS has been undertaken to date;

Answer:

Consultation has commenced with the Western Australian agri-food sectors, with an initial
industry workshop held on 30 June 2022.

b) has the consultation to date on SERS included major food and agriculture industry
associations, and if so please list them;

Answer:

Yes, consultation to date has focussed on Western Australian agri-food organisations
including:

• Grains Industry Association of WA
• Western Australian Livestock Research Council
• Western Beef Association

• Western Dairy

• WA Lot Feeders
• Grower Group Alliance
• Kimberley Cattle Producers Association
• PomeWest

• Vegetables WA
• Wines of WA
• AgZero2030
• Commercial Egg Producers Association of WA
• Pastoralists and Graziers Association
• WAFarmers

Agricultural industry associations attended a SERS Industry Roundtable in May 2022.
Attending were representatives from:

• Austral Fisheries
• Agrifood Network
• Grain Industry Association of WA
• AgZero2030
• WA Fishing Industry Council
• Wines of WA
• Western Australian Livestock Research Council
• Pastoralists and Graziers Association
• WAFarmers



Individual consultations have also been undertaken with the Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (WA). Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development staff are
attending industry association meetings and conferences where appropriate. Consultation
with other organisations will occur through the Agriculture component of the SERS process.

c) why is there no funding for SERS beyon  2023-24; an 

Answer:

The SERS process is intended to be completed by the end of 2023-24.

d) how will the state government measure implementation and success of the agricultural SERS?

Answer:

The approach to implementation of the whole of go ernment Sector Emissions Reduction
Strategies (SERS) process will be considered as part of development of the SERS sector
components and in  iscussion with the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWE S TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Dr Brad Pettitt asked:

1) I refer to page 228 in Budget Paper No. 2 Vol. 1, Asset Investment Program, point 2.2,
specifically plans for the Pilbara Hydrogen Hub and development of a hydrogen or ammonia pipeline,

and I ask:

Answer:

a) Will the proposed pipeline distribute hydrogen and ammonia made by 100% renewable
energy; and

Answer:

The pipeline will facilitate the scale up of renewable hydrogen production in the region by
enabling renewable energy generation and hydrogen production to be located off the Burrup

peninsula and assisting in the transfer of green energy onto the Burrup for export. The

pipeline could distribute hydrogen and ammonia made by 100% renewable energy. The

pipeline specifications will be the same no matter how the hydrogen/ammonia is produced.

b) If no to (a), what is the anticipated mix of energy that will be used to produce the hydrogen
and ammonia distributed via the pipeline?

Answer:

Noting the State Government s focus on hydrogen produced through renewable energy
sources, it is anticipated there will be a high degree of renewable energy input into future
hydrogen and ammonia production operations around the Pilbara. This is driven by strong
demand from customers for a fully renewable product. Given the early stage of the hydrogen

industry's specific project development pathways are still being developed.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Dr Brad Pettitt asked:

2) I refer to Budget Paper No. 2, Vol. 1, page 218, Spending Changes, Climate Action - Katanning
Research Station and I ask:

a) since the  Katanning Research Facility Carbon Footprint Assessment and Strategy to Achie e
Carbon Neutrality by 2030  report was released in December 2020, which included
measurements for total emissions in 2018 and 2019, what have the total annual emissions for
the Katanning Research Statement been; and

Answer:

The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development will recalculate the carbon
emissions of the Katanning Research Station in 2024. This will determine the impact of the
changes implemented over the last two years. The revegetation activity commenced with

initial site preparation in 2021 and 2022, prior to planting in 2022 and 2023. Changes from
carbon sequestration by revegetation are not expected to be apparent until at least 2024.

b) DPIRD is responsible for the WA Climate Policy 2020 action  Carbon neutral agriculture
demonstration project and certification scheme . Noting the Katanning Research Station is the
demonstration project, can the Department please detail the progress that has been made on
developing a carbon neutral agriculture certification scheme?

Answer:

The Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) is developing a
number of research, extension and adoption activities focused on enabling Western Australian

(WA) producers and industries to understand their own carbon accounts and to move towards
carbon neutrality in line with the State Government's emissions target.

As a first step, DPIRD has undertaken a comprehensive summary of WA agricultural baseline
emissions as part of the WA Climate Policy Sector Emissions Reduction Strategy (SERS) for
Agriculture. Included in this summary are industry emissions based on a lifecycle analysis
approach. This analysis has identified data and knowledge gaps on emissions factors and
inputs, relevant to WA agriculture industries. This work will give WA producers a more
accurate emissions profile of their business and products and assist in their participation in
any carbon neutral certification or natural capital accounting scheme.

The Federal Government has been supporting carbon neutral certification through the
organisation Climate Active, and the development of an Australian Agricultural Sustainability
Framework. There are also other existing verification schemes internationally. DPIRD is also
currently assessing the value of natural capital accounting schemes.

The extent to which WA requires its own carbon neutral certification scheme will continue to
be assessed.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Dr Brad Pettitt asked:

3) I refer to Budget Paper No. 2 Vol. 1, page 218, Spending Changes, Western Australian Carbon
Farming Strategy and Industry Development. This budget line item was an action for DPIRD in the WA

Climate Policy (November 2020). I ask:

a) has any work on this already occurred, noting there was no budget allocation in 2021-22; and

Answer:

The Western Australian Carbon Farming Industry Development Plan is new recurrent funding
identified as part of the cross government climate change policy program. Earlier work undertaken

in this area was covered under general DPIRD funding.

b) is there a focus on particular methods of carbon farming for this carbon farming strategy and

industry development?

Answer:

No. All appropriate carbon farming options for sequestration are being considered as part of the

Western Australian Carbon Farming Industry Development Plan.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Hon Martin Aldridge asked:

1) I refer to question one prior to hearings, in relation to the Regional Telecommunications
Project and I ask:

a) Has a co-contribution to Round 6 of the Federal Government s Mobile Black Spot

Program been budgeted for:

(i) If yes to (a) how much has been committed in each of the years 2022/23, 2023/24 &
2024/25; and

(ii) If no to (a), why not

Answer:

The Commonwealth Government has yet to confirm whether Round 6 of the Mobile Black
Spot Program will proceed.

Our new $48.6 million WA Regional Digital Connectivity Program provides funding for State
co-contributions to future Commonwealth regional telecommunications initiatives.

The funding is provisioned:

Financial Year Budget

2022-23 $9,650 m

2023-24 $14,647 m

2024-25 $19,645 m

2025-26 $4,641 m



b) Please detail all projects an  expenditure of the Regional Telecommunications Project

expended in 2021/22; and

Answer:

Please refer table below:

Project Spent

Mobile Black Spot Program Round 1 $991,805.51

Mobile Black Spot Program Round 2 $533,691.81

Mobile Black Spot Program Round 4 $334,809.45

Mobile Black Spot Program Round 5 $218,958.13

Regional Connectivity Program Round 1 $1,039,737.56

Optus Agreement $67,937.40

Total $3,186,939.86

c) Please detail all projects and expenditure committed to be spent in 2022/23.

Answer:

Please refer table below:

Project Expenditure

Mobile Black Spot Program Rounds 2, 4,
5; Optus Agreement; Surf Beaches
Mobile Coverage Program

$5,949 m

Mobile Black Spot Program Round 5A,
Optus Agreement

$3,784  

Regional Connectivity Program Round 1 $2,696 m

Mobile Network Hardening Program
Stage 2

$0,881 m

Total $13,310 m

Please note that all figures are exclusive of GST.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Hon Colin de Grussa MLC asked:

1) I refer to Budget Paper 2, Volume 1 under "Ser ices Summary - Other - Agricultural and

Fisheries Biosecurity and Integrity".

a) With reference to the ongoing recurrent allocation towards Agricultural and Fisheries
Biosecurity and Integrity, as well as the $15 million additional allocation in the 2021/22
budget towards building biosecurity capability, can you please confirm whether the 22 FTEs
that were created as a result of that additional funding have been filled and whether that
included the recruitment of veterinary officers; and

Answer:

a) 18 of the 22 positions have been filled with the remainder still being recruited. Six
eterinary officer positions are included in the 22 FTEs, with recruitment for five of these

positions completed. One veterinary officer vacancy for Emergency Animal Disease
(EAD) operations is still being progressed.

b) Is there any intention to provide additional veterinary capability in regional areas -such as
Esperance - to assist with the proactive management of FMD and large animal disease
outbreaks?

Answer:

(b) DPIRD has added the following capability in regional areas which will provide further
assistance with EAD preparedness:

- one field veterinary officer in Kununurra; and
- one field veterinary officer in Narrogin enhancing disease surveillance.

Veterinary capability in Esperance is provided via an established arrangement with the
private veterinary clinic to undertake surveillance and biosecurity awareness. This
arrangement delivers a very successful investigative veterinary service.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Hon Steve Martin MLC asked:

1) I refer to Question Number 1c asked prior to hearing regarding the South West
Development Commission, and I ask what sort of value-add industry opportunities,

economic development projects and programs is the Department envisaging?

Answer:

The South West Development Commission (SWDC) is committed to building the capability
and flexibility of the region s industries, workforce and communities through, and beyond,
the transition period. The SWDC is working closely with the Department of Jobs, Tourism,
Science and Innovation (JTSI) to deliver outcomes in this space.

Early scoping has identified value-add industry opportunities in land supply and activation,
agrifood innovation and expansion, tourism, industry support-services, and supply chain

development.

We recently announced an additional $30 million for the Industry and Community
Development Program. This funding is anticipated to create and grow business and industry
in the region.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

The Committee asked:

1) I refer to the answer to question prior to hearing, Hon Martin Aldridge MLC question 14, and
ask  hy were the extended funding contributions not listed in the 2022-23 Budget, gi en the
parties agreed in January 2022 and the cut-off date for the Budget was 11 April 2022?

Answer:

A copy of the Deed of Variation for the Program Funding Agreement extending the
Agreement Term from 30 June 2023 - 30 June 2025 was not provided to DPIRD Finance
during the 2022-23 Budget process.

As a result, the extended funding allocation was not listed in the 2022-23 Budget. This will be
corrected in the mid-year review process and the outyears 2023-24 and 2024-25 populated
accordingly.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

The Committee asked:

2) How is the Department progressing in its integration of various policies and systems arising from
the machinery of government changes in 2017?

Answer:

DPIRD has progressed the uplift of its foundational systems and technology needed to improve
staff efficiency and effectiveness and to protect DPIRD s data and assets by enhancing the
Department's cyber security posture.

The Core Business System (CBS) Program has now delivered consolidated human resource and
records management systems, with a consolidated finance system scheduled to go live before end
of 2022 calendar year. DPIRD has embarked on the CBS Program after it assessed that none of the
legacy department systems were capable of supporting the new Department without significant
risk, cost and bespoke IT builds. Finalisation of this complex program will support DPIRD staff to
deliver on portfolio priorities more effectively and efficiently and will place DPIRD in a position to
address open audit items which are system dependent.

Legacy agency policies have been integrated and DPIRD s key corporate policies are now being
reviewed, in line with its Policy Framework, to ensure they are standardised and streamlined and up
to date with current Public Sector policy and legislation.

DPIRD has developed and released its new Strategic Intent 2022-2026, which reflects a maturing
and more integrated department.

Amalgamation of the compliance functions of the legacy departments is delivering effective and
consistent regulatory services.

Significant progress has been made to risk and business continuity planning, which has assisted in
supporting DPIRD's workforce and managing through COVID-19.
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STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development

Hon Martin Aldridge asked:

2. I refer to question 12 prior to hearings, in relation to the  Backing North Wanneroo
Agriculture' initiative, and I ask:

a) Was a business case prepared for the $750,000 initiative;

Answer:

This initiative is to deliver the 2021 State Government election commitment to support the
horticultural industry in North Wanneroo to establish a water and efficiency infrastructure and
technology grants program and support the City of Wanneroo's local planning processes to
maintain and protect agriculture in North Wanneroo.

b) Please table the business case;

Answer:

Not applicable.

c) How much of the $750,000 has been spent to date; and

Answer:

To date, $26,050 has been spent.

d) Of the expenditure identified in (c), please breakdown the funding to date by the three
elements of the initiative including the number of vouchers or grants issued by element and
total funding allocation.

Answer:

• Of the $100,000 allocated for vouchers for eligible commercial Western Australian
horticultural businesses to seek expert advice and planning from professional irrigation
consultants, one application for $3,800 has been approved.

• Of the $300,00 allocated for grants to implement water use efficiency infrastructure, one
application has been approved for $22,250.

• Of the $200,000 allocated to grants to implement soil amelioration activities, no grants have
been approved at this time.

• The remaining $150,000 was allocated to the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage to
amend the planning scheme to allow the establishment of businesses, preferably agrifood and
agritourism in North Wanneroo.
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