
STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS PRIOR TO HEARING

Department of Planning, Lands an  Heritage

Hon Dr Brad Pettitt MLC asked:

1) I refer to Budget Paper No. 2 Vol. 2, Significant Issues Impacting the Agency, New Aboriginal Cultural
Heritage Legislation point 1 and I ask:

(a) What learnings has DPLH taken away from the consultation process (and subsequent public
community critique) of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Bill 2021, to inform the structure of the co¬
design process for regulations;

Answer

The Abor g nal Cultural Heritage Act 2021 (Act) was the culmination of more than three years of
extensive consultation with a wide range of stakeholders with an interest in the future management
and protection of Aboriginal cultural heritage in Western Australia. In total, over 1,500 people
participated in approximately 175 workshops, stakeholder meetings or public information sessions
held across the State with over 380 submissions received.

Passage of the Act through Parliament is only the first step of this important reform process. In
March 2022, the WA Government launched a three phase co-design process to develop the key
regulations, statutory guidelines and operational policies to support the new Act.

This co-design process is informed and overseen by a Reference Group, comprising Aboriginal
members, industry and Government representatives, who will ensure that stakeholders have an
opportunity to take part in this significant reform, and that it is delivered in an inclusive and culturally
appropriate way. This includes engaging with the Aboriginal community in person and on country to
the fullest extent possible.

The co-design process is underpinned by eight co-design principles including Culturally sensitive,
Empathy, Respect, Trust and Safe Participation, Inclusiveness, Iterative, Solutions focussed, Equal
Partnership, Transparent and Integrity.

Through adopting a co-design approach, the WA Government is confident that the future operation
of the Act will be informed by the expertise and knowledge of all who have a role to play in protecting
and managing Aboriginal cultural heritage in Western Australia.

(b) Please give a detailed timeline for the co-design process to date and in the coming months to develop
the key documents that will support the new legislation, including regulation and statutory guidelines;
and

Answer

The co-design process for the development of key regulations and supporting documents for the
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2021 (Act) was launched at an event on 29 March 2022. The 2022 three
phase co-design schedule is below:
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Phase Dates Activity
Phase 1 April to May

2022
Release documents for consideration. Workshops in Perth and
regional areas. Period for submissions.

Phase 2 July to August
2022

Release documents informed from Phase 1 engagement for
consideration. Workshops in Perth and regional areas. Period for

submissions.

Phase 3 October to
December 2022

Release documents informed from Phase 2 engagement for
consideration. Workshops in Perth and regional areas. Period for

submissions.

(c) Please provide a detailed breakdown of anticipated funding allocation for the money allocated to the

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2021 in 2022-23 and 2023-24 on page 729.

Answer

The implementation phase of the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2021 (Act) will consist of two main
components:
• extensive stakeholder engagement and co-design process to develop key regulations and

supporting documents; and
• progression of operational activities and procedural matters by the Department to enable an

efficient transition to the new Aboriginal cultural heritage regime in Western Australia.

This initial funding provides for the necessary resourcing to administer the Act and includes provision
for the new Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Council, establishing a regional presence, expanded grants
and repatriation programs in addition to an expanded staffing complement. A detailed breakdown of
the funding allocation for the money allocated to the Act 2021 in 2022-23 and 2023-24 is below:

The figures in the table may not add due to rounding

ACH ACT Funding Approved 2022-23 (,000) 2023-24 (,000)

ACH Implementation Team $1,478 $1,497
Aboriginal Heritage Officers $544 $553
Stakeholder Engagement $893 $1,651
Support staff $782 $1,042

Total Employee Cost $3,697 $4,743

Repatriation strategy $20 $0
Grants program $250 $0
Education Awareness Program $200 $0
General budget $29 $0
ACH Council Sitting fee $117 $175
ACH Council Travel $176 $0
Regional Officer Allowances and Costs $581 $571
Vehicles $155 $0
Annual ICT Cost $542 $542
Approved ICT rollover from 2021-22 $95 $0
Professional services $150 $0
Remuneration for reference group $125 $0
Travel and other expenses for reference group $300 $0
Total Operating Cost $2,739 $1,288

Total Funding $6,436 $6,031
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2) I refer to Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2021 Grants and the funding allocation of $250,000 on page 741
of Budget Paper No. 2 Vol. 2 and I ask:

(a) What are these grants for; and

Answer

The Department administers the  Preserve, Promote and Protect our Aboriginal Sites Grants Program 
(program) which receives $250,000 in funding per annum. The program offers funding to incorporated
not-for-profit Aboriginal organisations to undertake projects that protect and preserve registered
Aboriginal sites.

The additional funding allocation of $250,000 will be used to expand the program to create further
opportunities for the Aboriginal not-for-profit sector to undertake projects that help to preserve
important Aboriginal cultural heritage in Western Australia.

The program creates opportunities and delivers benefits that include:
• increased protection through hands on management of important sites
• empowerment of Aboriginal groups to manage their own heritage
• increased public understanding of Aboriginal heritage
• creation of economic development opportunities for Aboriginal organisations, particularly in

regional areas.

Funding allows recipients to complete a variety of works which protect and better manage sites that
hold cultural heritage significance and promote a greater understanding and appreciation of Aboriginal
heritage to all Western Australians.

(b) What is the process and criteria for allocating these grants?

Answer

The  Preserve, Promote and Protect Our Aboriginal Sites Grants Program' is advertised in the first half

of each financial year and promoted to Aboriginal organisations to apply for grants of up to $30,000
(excluding GST) per application. Applicants may submit applications for as many projects as they wish.

The Guidelines for Applicants include assessment criteria. Grant applications are assessed against these

criteria in a competitive process by a panel comprising independent members and Department officers.
Successful applicants are awarded the grants in the second half of each financial year.

3) I refer to Budget paper No. 2 Vol. 2, Asset Investment Program, point 2.2 'The implementation of the
Aborigi al Cultural Heritage Act 2021' on page 738 and I ask: please provide a detailed breakdown of the
anticipated spending of the $3,830,000 allocated to Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act Implementation.

Answer

The Aboriginal Cultural Heritag  Act 2021 (Act) replaces the outdated Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 and
presents a new, contemporary and transformative Aboriginal cultural heritage management system
for Western Australia.
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The Act introduces a range of new legislative processes, the administration of which cannot be
sufficiently supported by the existing ICT system, being the Aboriginal Heritage Electronic Lodgement.
It is critical that a suitable integrated systems solution is in place to enable appropriate and efficient
administration and support of processes under the Act, particularly for the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage
Directory, Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Permit and Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Management Plans.

The $3.83 million of capital funding has been allocated for development costs to deliver the integrated
systems solution. A detailed breakdown of the spending is below:

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage ICT Application Amount ($)
Application Design, Development and Deployment 1,768,650

Project Management Expenditure 1,245,376

Contingency 816,006
Subtotal - Development Cost 3,830,032
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