
STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS

ANSWERS TO ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS

Electricity Generation and Retail Corporation (Synergy)

Hon Dr Brad Pettitt MLC asked:

1) I refer to Smart Energy for Social Housing on pa es 794 and 785 of Budget Paper No.2 Vol 2.1 as :

a) How many of the 500 houses in the program have received solar panels to date?

Answer: As of 30 June 2022, 302 customers have been recruited, and 183 solar photovoltaic (PV)
installations have been completed.

b) What is the reported savin s for tenants who are part of the program to date?

Answer: As of 31  ay 2022, customers were saving an average of 8.2 per cent with some customers
experiencing savings of up to 11.4 per cent on their electricity bill.

c) Are there plans to expand this program beyond the piloted 500 houses to all social housing in WA, given
the program has been proven to reduce emissions and household bills?

Answer: No decision has been made to extend the program beyond 2024.

2) I refer to page 791, Climate Chan e, point 16 and the requirement for GTEs to develop zero emissions
transition plans. I ask:

a) Has Synergy completed its zero-emissions transition plan and is this document publicly available?

Answer: The State Government s recent decision to retire its coal-fired generation assets and commitment

of $3.8 billion towards Synergy's transition to renewable generation and energy storage is expected to result

in an 80 per cent reduction in Syner y's emissions by 2030. Synergy will assess further decarbonisation

activities in line with the broader target of achieving net zero emissions by 2050 in consultation with
relevant State Government agencies, including the Department of Water and Environment Regulation.

b) If the plan isn't complete, when does Synergy expect to complete it?

Answer: Synergy has yet not set a timeline to finalise its plan for decarbonisation activities beyond 2030.
This work will be undertaken in consultation with relevant State Government agencies.

3) I refer to the VPP for Schools pilot project outlined at Asset Investment Program point 2, on page 794 of the
Budget Paper No. 2, Vol .2 and I ask:

a) can a breakdown be provided of the schools that have participated in the VPP for schools pilot project
to date?

Answer: The schools that are participating in the VPP for Schools pilot program are as follows.

VPP for Schools 1: Baldivis Secondary College, Belridge Secondary College, Butler College, Coastal Lakes
College, Comet Bay Primary School, Gilmore College, Joseph Banks Secondary College, Kal oorlie Boulder
Community High School, Rossmoyne Senior Hi h School and Success Primary School.

VPP for Schools 2: Champion Bay Senior High School, Geraldton Senior High School, Hannans Primary School,
Kalbarri District School, Kal oorlie Primary School, O'Connor Primary School and Waggrakine Primary
School.

i. how the schools were selected?

Answer: VPP for Schools 1: the schools were selected in collaboration with the Department of

Education and based on operational, customer, system and technical considerations including

location, safety considerations for the installation of the batteries, the school's demand profile,

geographical location (north, south of the river) and whether they were remotely located.

VPP for Schools 2: the schools were selected from the mid-west region and informed by the same
considerations as VPP for Schools 1.
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ii. the asset investment into each school and the respective costs?

Answer: VPP for Schools 1: the table below shows battery and installation costs for each school.

Baldivis Secondary College $853,411
Butler College $829,128
Coastal Lakes College $430,637
Belridge Secondary College $339,140
Comet Bay Primary School $430,637
Gilmore College $390,740
Kalgoorlie-Boulder Community High School $387,640
Rossmoyne Senior High School $853,411
Joseph Banks Secondary Colle e $432,600
Success Primary School $480,949
Total $5,428,293

VPP for Schools 2: asset investment and anticipated costings cannot be disclosed as Synergy is
currently finalising the successful tenderers for contracts to supply and install batteries and solar
PV at the seven schools selected as part of VPP for schools 2.

iii) what the expected payback period is on the investment at each school?

Answer: VPP for Schools 1 and 2 are pilots to facilitate the testin  of orchestration capabilities
across the South West Interconnected System (SWIS) throu h the installation of batteries and for
some schools, solar PV. As such, the project has been undertaken without the expectation of a
commercial return.

iv) what emissions reductions are expected to be achieved as a result of the investment in
each school?

Answer: As the primary purpose of the trial is to test electricity orchestration capabilities across
the SWIS emissions reductions are not being measured.

b) How many schools are expected to benefit from the program in total?

Answer: 17

c) what is the program scope and eligibility criteria?

Answer: Refer to the response provided under Question 3) a) i).

d) how were the additional seven schools selected?

Answer: The additional schools were selected in collaboration with the Department of Education using
the same criteria as the original ten schools, except the schools were required to be in the mid-west
region.

e) if participating schools were determined through a competitive application process, how many
applications to date have been rejected and why?

Answer: Not applicable.

f) given the energy cost savings and emissions reductions of this program, will the pilot project be
extended beyond the pilot stage?

Answer: To date no decision has been made to extend the program beyond the pilot phase.
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g) if yes to f):

i) what will the extent of the program be and how many schools are anticipated to benefit: and

ii) if the program is not extended to be rolled out to all eli ible schools why not; and

f) if no to f), why not and what other initiatives and measures will be introduced for schools in it s
absence?

Answer: The State Government has recently announced a $44.6 million Schools Clean Energy

Technology Fund (CETF). The CETF provides funding to Synergy for VPP for Schools 2 and for additional
schools to install solar panels. The first round of successful applicants for solar panels was announced
on 17 February 2022 and included 84 schools.
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