
 

 

 
 
 
PATS: Patient Eligible Medical  
Specialist List 
 
WACHS provides assistance to eligible permanent residents within WACHS region and their 
approved escorts who are required to travel a minimum distance to access the nearest eligible 
medical specialist services (including a Telehealth services and visiting medical specialists ) 
 
Eligible specialist services  
Services that are eligible under the PATS include: 
 

• Specialist services involved in the fitting of an artificial limb: 

• Specialist services involved in the fitting of an artificial eye 

• Dental treatment – covered by an item in the Medicare Benefits for Services by 
Accredited Dental Practitioners in the treatment of Cleft Limp and Cleft Palate  

• Repatriation for Deceased patients -  **conditions apply 
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*Removal of wisdom teeth by an Oral & Maxillofacial Specialist is not eligible for PATS. 
 
**Patients whose specialists appointments are related to Workers Compensation, a motor 
vehicle accident or a Department of Veterans’ Affairs cardholder (conditions apply). 

 
Referrals to non- specialist services 
 
Referrals to other health professionals, such as general or allied health practitioners, (e.g. 
speech pathology, physiotherapy, podiatry, clinical psychology, occupation therapy, audiology, 
pathology etc.) dentists and nursing health professionals are not medical specialists, and 
therefore do not meet the criteria for PATS assistance.  However if such an appointment 
coincides with an eligible medical specialist PATS may assist in extending accommodation 
assistance by one or two days. 
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