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Hearing commenced at 10.05 am

CURTIS, MR BENJAMIN
Member of Localsfor Esperance Development, examined:

CRISP, MSMICHELLE
Member of Localsfor Esperance Development, examined:

NORRIS MRSPAMELA
Member of Localsfor Esperance Development, examined:

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Our next submission is from the group on my tigho are called
LED, which stands for Locals for Esperance Develepin Welcome to the committee hearings.
As a committee of Parliament, | just need to pomt to any new people in the audience that you
are very welcome to be here and we are glad thahgwe come. However, you are not permitted
to participate, so can | please ask you to reffadm any involvement in the debate and |
particularly ask that mobile phones be turned oie have Hansard reporters on our left, so,
members, when you speak, you need to speak dinatthithe microphone, and unfortunately you
will have to share that one between the three of yo

| am required to read out some proceedings to sfartvith and it says the following. This
committee hearing is a proceeding of Parliamentvaatants the same respect that proceedings in
the house itself demand. Even though you areawptired to give evidence on oath, any deliberate
misleading of the committee may be regarded aseoapit of Parliament. There is a series of
guestions and | need you individually to answertlsat Hansard can record that. Have you
completed the “Details of Witness” form?

TheWitnesses: Yes.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Do you understand the notes at the bottom ofdima?
TheWitnesses: Yes.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Did you receive and read an information for wises briefing sheet
regarding giving evidence before parliamentary cambees?

The Witnesses: Yes.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Do you have any questions relating to your appeze before the
committee today?

TheWitnesses: No.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Thank you very much. We have received your sabion, in
which you detailed a lot of questions that | thimre excellent questions. Hopefully we have been
able to cover most of those questions during aueti Some of the questions, | noted last night
because we did not have time to do all of our golest are still important, and we will be making
sure that those ones get answered as well. Doweant to make any amendments to your
submission or, alternatively, if you just want take a verbal submission to start us off, pleaske fee
free to do so.

Mr Curtis: We would just like to make a verbal submissiorstart off. | would like to have on
the record that we appreciate the mass of infoonatat you must have as a committee. | do not
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envy your job in wading through it all and gettitqythe bottom of some of this. | would like to
thank you for coming to Esperance, and giving tepdfance community the opportunity to speak
with you.

However, we sit here before you with Magellan’sdl@a our blood, and tonight we will go home
and we are going to worry if Magellan’s lead i3l stbontaminating our lives. Hove we cleaned it
up? Is it still entering our bodies during ourlgaictivities at home? This feeling of being dirty
from an invisible poison stays with you for 24 h®w day and is completely overwhelming,
especially if you have a six-month child with bloleéd levels well above the adult standards, as |
do.

[10.10 am]
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Sorry, what level was that?

Mr Curtis. Thirteen. We have been not only poisoned bg laat also poisoned by a process, an
inadequate process, that does not seem to havenanhface from what we understand, and a
process, it seems to me, no-one is responsiblebtdr/eaves the Esperance people exposed to a
cocktail of poisons. No-one has taken due caresbmeone needs to be held accountable. We
want this fixed and we never want it to happeng@nd our families again.

My name is Ben Curtis, and |, as well as with Paorrld and Michelle Crisp, am going to be
presenting to you on behalf of the lead group wenéal to represent the Esperance community as a
result of the crisis; so we are only a very youngug. We were brought together when we first
heard and discovered that thousands of birds iefaspe died and the residents had been exposed
to high lead levels in the dust and drinking watéfe have a rapidly growing membership and our
aim is to assist in keeping the people of Esperanotected and informed of our issues relating to
the port and the transportation corridor. We femly concerned about the lack of protection our
community has had to date. However, we are coedenot only about lead but also about nickel.
We are very concerned about nickel. Esperancel@éape been exposed to nickel for a long time.
Nickel tonnages and its pollution are increasiipt only is nickel said to be a carcinogen, bubals

it comes to Esperance coded in a product callethate which is a flocculant used to help extract
the ore. We have been told that xanthate is nohflud but it comes with a stench that makes
people throw up, suffer nausea and have headaokesiraus problems. Xanthate breaks down into
a product called carbon disulfide which, if you @simple Internet search, will tell you it is very
toxic; but xanthate itself is not. This is what aee smelling - the carbon disulphide - because
xanthate does not have a smell, and that is whgree¢hrowing up. We have suffered from this for
a long time and, as | have already said, we haea beld that xanthate is not harmful; but the
people have to leave their homes to get away flarstench and what it is doing to them.

So, a question: what is happening here? We haye pp@isoned by lead, nickel is in our bodies and
no-one can tell us how bad that might be, and ees&dare throwing up with the fumes of carbon
disulfide that waft over town. Does anyone haveta of this or does anyone care? Our port is
growing, and we heard yesterday that the rapid traf the port has made it difficult to keep up
with adequate improvements to protect the Esperpaogle. That is on record. In fact, the port
grew more quickly than any of us thought when tremently reclaimed land from the ocean. They
had approval for eight hectares but created 1mahesinstead. When questioned, they said it was a
surveying error; and this came without fine or ghment. We can only hope that there have not
been other gross errors like this when it comeduty of care and the protection of the Esperance
people. Is the 15 hectares symbolic of how theeEspe people have been treated and not
protected, 15 hectares that will rapidly be devetbpp export more product, which puts the port in
a position once again of not being able to catklown tail and not protect the people of Esperance?
| have been told that the port now has further egjwa plans on the drawing board. Is this port
getting too big for a town that completely enveldf®s This problem will not be fixed tomorrow
and we are very worried that we might be here aigeihe future.
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So, back to the issue of lead and our submissiehvemat went wrong. We have given you a
detailed submission about most of the informati@omuld gather and we do not intend to go over
that detail at any great length with our verbalkprgation, but Michelle will expand on some of the
points.

Ms Crisp: Regarding the lead in Esperance, we feel trmttdmmunity consultation process was
totally inadequate for a substance of this toxictWe hear time and time again from residents that
the first time they were aware that lead was beixgprted through Esperance was when the birds
died. For future exports of this nature we recomdnthe highest level of environmental review
with full community consultation involving stringeguidelines. Questions still remain unanswered
with the approval process. Did Magellan make apliegtion to have their original mining
proposal changed from Geraldton to Esperance?hely tlid, what conditions did this approval
contain? There is anecdotal evidence of how thieglowed our community to be contaminated; a
large lead spill on the wharf in late 2006; subdtad loading equipment; and dust escaping during
loading due to the chute being too short to reaxtb the hold of small ships as recently as
December 2006. The port has said that they aréinc@adly improving their infrastructure to
prevent lead and nickel dust leaving the port. iToen dust monitoring data does not reflect this.
We feel that the port’s dust monitoring program #melDEC licensing requirements relating to this
were substandard. The fact that we have 365 ragmwanks exceeding the Australian drinking
water standard, 274 blood lead levels over fiverograms per decilitre and thousands of dead
birds is testament to this. We feel that the biedths highlight an acute exposure event rather tha
an accumulation over an extended period of timgenBEhough monitoring was inadequate, high
levels of lead and nickel in marine sediment anst dauges were still recorded and not acted upon.
We recommend real-time dust monitors and high-velwust monitors with trigger values that are
acted upon be installed immediately if the expdmaxious products continues. With high blood
lead levels being recorded in young babies, ex@@gsiow concerned that the lead carbonate has
been inhaled. We are aware of lead contaminatiothé community and are concerned about
further exposure to lead from re-suspension olife also need to know the extent of the area of
the township that has been contaminated. A pertide analysis of the lead needs to be performed
to give information on the product. High nickelng tests in the community have been reported
last week; 42 per cent of people tested were abioweeference value, giving clear evidence that
nickel is having an effect on our community tooo e wait for the health effects to be evident
before we clamp down on this?

Magellan have told us that they can handle leaelysaf the future. They have also recently said
that they thought they were handling their prodsadiely through Esperance. Can we trust them
again? | think we easily lose sight of the fa@tthroducts with adverse effects on human health
have been and still are being transported througlsidential area. Our group recommends that all
lead exports through Esperance stop and that, teteaonmediately, nickel is handled only in
containers. LED supports the idea of a purposk#-boading facility for toxic and noxious
substances away from residential areas as a longaesion for the state of WA. | still have
concerns that there has been no evidence of camtion along the railway line. Anecdotes say
that the rolling stock is not 100 per cent sealed] dust can be seen emanating from the trucks.
The port would have us believe that they have cmdplith the licence conditions placed on them.
Perhaps they have, but where is their duty of tmtbe community? Why is monetary gain placed
before the health of the community and the enviremi? | will now leave Pam to conclude our
speech.

Mrs Norris. The evidence so far has shown that there has &egstemic and chronic failure by
all parties. We need to know how this has happemat prevent it ever happening again. Our
submission has presented evidence, asked manyanelguestions and made positive suggestions
for outcomes. The outcomes we are seeking conme &aleep sense of betrayal and a complete
loss of trust and faith in the participants anthi& system. We currently have a petition circaotsti
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with many hundreds of signature, already askingniorlead through our town and nickel to be
immediately containerised. We also have a letavit McGinty asking him to examine the long-
term effects of nickel exposure on the communiany of us believe with good cause that we as a
community need to be the watchdog to ensure o@tysafre cannot continue to rely on the birds.
The other very important question we would likeveeied is why this has happened. The toxic
nature of lead carbonate and its method of poigprgnvell known and extensively documented,
and seems to have been known by all the parties.

The extent of failure by everybody is such that ame left wondering: was it just gross

incompetence or were there conscious decisions n@ageoceed with lead transportation and
export, regardless of the known risks to commuhdglth? Given this possibility, we would seek
your recommendation for a further judicial inquingo this mess. We are all here today carrying
Magellan lead in our body, genuinely concerned fagiating for the ongoing health and safety of
our community, our children and our environment. e \WWhank the committee again for the
opportunity to appear.

[10.20 am]

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Okay, thanks very much for that presentatidrnwas very good, and

| think you would find that amongst the membershi$ committee there is a lot of sympathy for a
lot of the things that you have said in your préagon. | guess there are a couple of things lthat
would like to ask that you try to do in the futupgrticularly when we are looking at trying to
identify the source of the dust contamination & geople of Esperance in terms of determining a
location. We have been along the route, we haea b the mine, we have been to Leonora and
looked at the loading facilities, and we have beethe wharf and seen what is there now. Of
course, we have not been able to see an incideetadfbeing loaded. | think what would be of
value to this committee is further submissions fritimse who have had direct visual evidence of
occurrences along the way. In particular | reethte kibbles. We have looked at the kibbles in
Leonora, been told how full they are normally a&eb shown where they are unloaded but have not
been able to watch the unloading. We have reagpart that talks about direct evidence of the
unloading, but the anecdotal evidence that you givdust being seen to come from the kibbles
when they go back is very interesting. If the paresho has actually seen that is identifiable and i
able to make a submission saying what he has sesnyould be of great interest. For anyone that
you are in contact with that has seen a spill @wtharf, and that may be someone working at the
wharf, this can be done in confidence. Their nalmes not have to be released. All they have to
do is request that this committee keep their dethfidential and we can make a decision to do
so. The same would apply for loading at the p&te have had evidence to say that people have
seen dust blowing from the hold during loading. eTévidence from the port is that whenever
visible dust is present, the loading ceases, anth@@ evidence along those lines would be of
interest.

Also of interest for us is what is happening nowvhat is happening in the Department of
Environment and Conservation and the Departmehteadth in terms of how they are coordinating
iIssues; how they are managing to get out and tgtlpknow when there are problems; what sort of
information they are providing, and particularlyahib information - you and | have been able to go
to the Net - particularly looking at levels unddr icrograms per decilitre. We will be further
investigating that in detail, but | would just like have some feedback from you now before we
start asking specific questions as to how you &slut what is going on now, and | guess also
about how you feel about the detail in the actuwadstltation process that happened at the start;
when you found out that lead was going to be ewgbrtwhat the process was; what the
advertisements were; what involvement your group héour group, LED, comes originally from
LEAF, as | understand it.
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Mr Curtis. A group called RED, which was Residents for Eapee Development, which was
formed to deal with the iron ore that began to xy@eted from Esperance.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Sure, but you say at the start in your submigsibed stands for
Locals for Esperance Development and currently atperunder the umbrella of a community
group called LEAF”.

Mr Curtis. | should clarify. We are unincorporated and LEEK incorporated and we are acting
under their umbrella.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Okay. | guess that the point of the questiohB#&F is coming to
make a presentation later, but as a community gyoupwould obviously be watching the media
for things, you would be watching issues in the oamity and listening to rumours, | suppose. |
just want to know what action was taken as a conityignoup; perhaps it was not by you. We will
ask that question of LEAF, since it was there longBerhaps you could give me some feedback
first on those issues.

Ms Crisp: Regarding the Department of Health and how & gaen us data, originally it was
pretty slow off the mark to get blood tests dond #@mnvas reluctant - the department came out with
statements such as, “There is no evidence to sugu®e is any public health issue in Esperance,”
so it really put people off going and having blomdts initially. We have problems with that.
Then, when they did get the clinic up and goingdhwas quite a delay from when we feel the
incident originally happened in December, so traobllevels recorded were probably lower than
they would have been at the time. Also, the depamt has always gone, as you said yesterday,
with the level that is regarded at the moment asnibrmal level, or the target to be lower than 10
micrograms per decilitre, which is the recommensiahdard at the moment for blood lead levels.
There is mounting evidence to show that shouldlet. The Department of Health has only ever
given out information regarding those levels that aver 10 and we had to ask specifically for
those that were between five and 10. In Sydneyackdround level of three micrograms per
decilitre would have been expected. Thereforis, Wwarranted in Esperance to look at those values
between five and 10. As | said, 274 people hadeh@lues above five as against the 28 that would
have been over the value of 10. They are playowndthe extent of the issue. | know we do not
want hysteria in the community, but we also wanbdyanformation, and in our eyes that
information has not been passed on to the commumris/to how the bird deaths investigation was
handled, we feel - or | feel - that the initial @stigation took too long, for whatever reasons hdb
know. | think the DEC says the pathology resuleyava bit slow getting back. Then we have
heard that in late January the results came batikating that lead was in the birds. You would
feel that probably to safeguard human health malgbg could have done some sort of rainwater
testing earlier than it started. We feel the sdcoound of bird deaths that happened in March
probably could have been avoided if that informatiad been found out earlier or brought forward
earlier as well.

Mr Curtis. In addition to information for the public abol#ad, we have not really had any
information from the Department of Health aboutetfects on you and your family. That has been
a major frustration for many of the people that heve spoken to. Putting your hand on
somebody’s shoulder and saying everything will kayas not the best piece of news you can have
when you have been told your child’s lead levetslagh. As you say, people have been scouring
the Internet and various sources to get as muarnation as they can, but that is fraught with
danger. There is a lot of stuff that is quite mli;dg and that perhaps people should not read. We
should not have to be doing that. Our group hasagmarents group together so people can share
what they have found. We have also asked as gpgwbat resources they might want. We have
got quite a knowledgeable doctor in town that yoll kear from later in the day. We have asked
him to come and talk to a group of parents so tteay hear each other’'s questions and share
information. There might be other things. There plenty of paediatric specialists who have
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worked in Broken Hill who can tell people about tbag-term effects of lead in children. There
might be videoconferencing or something like thetta group of mothers or parents could do
together to speak to somebody that has expertifigisrarea. | do not think our group should be
doing that. There is a Department of Health ardutid be facilitating that.

[10.30 am]

Mrs Norris: Just one last point | would like to make on tisathat there seems to be mounting
evidence, especially with the children showing highels, and even the Department of Health
spokesman | was speaking to at the open day toltheyesuspected that a lot of this contamination
had come from two large events. The hypothedisassome of this lead has been ingested. This
has connotations or results that may mean thatipedm are not necessarily living in the hot zone
may have been quite badly affected, especially gatmldren if they perhaps live out of town but
have played in the port authority parks or in atéas are close by or have been sailing at thetyach
club or engaging in activities along the foreshoredo not think the Department of Health is
actually letting people know that even though ywe lat Scaddan, maybe your child is affected.
Some high levels have been returned from situafigaghis, and | think that information needs to
get out, and get out quickly, so people can bedest

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Thank you. The medical side of it is obviouglyite confusing,
even with international literature, and we have tWeators on the committee, but it does not help a
great deal, in the sense that the accepted lev@ddkers up until recently was 50 micrograms per
decilitre in their blood, which was accepted asmadr Now that is coming down to 35. We know
there are lots of workers out on the mine sites wt®in their 20s. In places around Australia
where there is lead mining it is almost accepted there are levels of 10 to 20 micrograms in
children as being something that, when you liva iead exporting town, what do you expect. We
do not think that that is adequate by any meargs varatever we find here, there will probably be
implications for other lead exporting places throogt Australia in terms of what we are able to put
together, but one of our tasks is to go throughtadt literature, talk to all the specialists ahd t
experts both in Australia and overseas and tryutaggether some sort of comprehensive package
saying what is reasonable and what is not. Weadavant to be going and frightening everybody
who has nought to 10, if the research is not gbod, believe that one should always err on the
side of caution, not just accept that, becauseatceptable elsewhere, then that is okay for hlere.
do not think anyone on the committee thinks thalhéscase. One issue you did not address was the
original advertising that led to lead being expdrté am getting looks from my right, so before we
do that, we will do four questions from people wéx@ dying to have something to say. The
member for Roe will be first.

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Thank you very much for your presentation todadgn, Michelle and Pam.
One of the issues is about how much informatiobeimg put out there in the community by the
Department of Environment and Conservation andyeartment of Health, and | have a couple of
guestions, if you like. Are you aware that on 8d 27 April, in the local press, a lead issue updat
was put out by the Department of Health and thealtepent of Environment and Conservation?
That is the first thing, and do you think that dequate; and, if not, how else would you do tlat, t
get that information out there? | would just likgu to comment, too, on the lead issue update of 20
April, where it asks a series of questions and ansithem. It states -

Is it safe to swim at the beach? Water samplees baen taken from beaches and have not
shown contaminates of concern.

Is it safe for my children to play in parks andygjeounds? Samples have been taken from
parks along the foreshore and the local schoold, did not find any evidence of lead
contamination, so it is therefore safe for youtdrein to play in these areas.

Can | grow and eat home-grown vegetables? Ye&rasas you wash all produce with
scheme water before eating.
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| wonder whether you could comment on those.

Mr Curtis. Perhaps | can start and then Michelle can fini§lrstly, | did read that. | actually
swim in that port, or I did until recent eventson&times | swim forwards, or | think | am, because
| am not going very fast. There is a strong curnenhere. It depends where you take your sample
where the water came from and how quickly it hawvedothrough there. It would depend also if
there had been a spill near to that date, sonibisa very scientific way of presenting somethiag t
say it is safe from a water sample that has bdemtaSimilarly, with parks, we live in a very sgnd
place, as you are probably aware, and it depends whbu play in the park, and when the sample
was taken, and how much rain we have had on theé @ad whether it has washed into the soil.
Again, making a conclusive statement like thatimkhs fraught with danger. The other statement
that has been made is about whether it is safattthe fish. There are a lot of questions. [khin
we heard questions about the fish statement yester@ihere was one herring with four times the
recommended level, but, as you know, fish like ingrswim a long way. | hope that was the only
herring, and | hope it was caught by the person wdidothat survey. 1 find that type of broad
statement, when we are talking about our healtheta little bit dangerous.

Dr G.G. JACOBS: Have you seen any actual results of these tiestsre reassuring us?
Mr Curtis: No.

MrsD.J. GUISE: Michelle, you mentioned earlier a reference gp#l at the port. Can you, Ben
and Pam advise the committee if you have any dkeotwledge of any spills in the port? If you
can provide any dates or details, we would be mppteciative.

Ms Crisp: | know it is from a reliable source, and | kntlwe person who has told us. The port
would have us believe that any lead spilt on thanivarea is only in the matter of kilograms, and is
swept up immediately, but | know from my sourcet thavas in the manner of tonnes, and had to be
shovelled up with a bobcat. | can get the souvamdke a confidential submission, probably. The
person cannot remember exactly whether it was Nbeeror December, but it was around that
time. And regarding the same person, there wdmspairs December that was quite small. He was
talking about billowing dust and stuff escapingdol not think it was. Our reference to that waes th
chute did not reach into the hold. There has ada@sen this thing with visible dust and invisible
dust. We are quite aware that you can still havet éscaping, even if you do not see it, but the
actual chute did not reach into the hold.

MrsD.J. GUISE: So it was at the ship loading point that thdl siicurred?
MsCrisp: It was off the conveyor belt.

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Thank you, Michelle. Before | ask my questist further to the member
for Wanneroo’s question, when you were actuallyakpey before you said there was a large spill
in September 2006. Did I hear you correctly?

MsCrisp: December. | said late 2006. | was talking alizecember 2006 when the smaller ships
were loading, which could have led to lead escaping

Mr T.K. WALDRON: You highlighted your possible concern at thenggort corridor and what
may happen there. Do you have any specific cos@ertt has been mentioned in reports of dust
coming from the kibbles. Do you have any inforroaton that for us? We did hear something
about it yesterday, and | was just wondering if had further knowledge of that that we can hear.

MsCrisp: We have had people tell us this, but | haveseen it myself.

Mr T.K. WALDRON: What are your concerns about the transport @ar?i | think Ben was
talking about that.

MsCrisp: They have come back to tell us that they havesdbitial soil samples. | have not seen
any of the record from the Department of Environtnamd Conservation on the soil sampling.
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They have shown us one of the fact sheets they gavéhat say they have tested it and it is all
within the recommended levels. | have talked taB/Gulson, who is a lead expert in Sydney, and
he has concerns about how far the lead dust witl dnd what area is affected. He is saying that,
given high lead in tank water kilometres distaotrthe port, it would appear likely that the dust
has been transported long distances, and he saidoénticle size analysis and standard plume
modelling would provide a basis for the dispersiohthink more testing needs to be done. | do not
think enough testing has been done to show trahspoidor contamination.

[10.40 am]

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Just on the kibbles, which we saw on the wayrdatwleonora - we have
not been able to see them after they are unloadesl -hdo you have any further information or
knowledge about that?

MsCrisp: No, | cannot comment on that.

Mr Curtis: One of the concerns with the testing along threidor is that | strongly believe a lot of
the poisoning has been due to breathing it in. &hdence of that will wash away in the rain or, if
it is very fine matter, will keep blowing past theople who are ingesting it. Along the corridod an
into town the houses are very close to that raillwag, so people may well have breathed it in and
been poisoned, and it has kept blowing or washiedtive ground. | will go and test now and there
will not be any evidence of it. That is a dangé&hviurther testing.

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: My question is to Pam. In reference to the cemihmade by the officer at
the briefing session about the possibility of tlh@tamination coming from two major events, was
there any indication, or do you have any evidemrettie committee, as to what those two major
events might be that led to the build-up of contation?

MrsNorris. No, | do not have any direct evidence. It wdmtithe gentleman was telling me, that
the data coming back was showing them that this perbaps a hypothesis that in fact the
poisoning had occurred from two major events, dnad was just showing times and dates and the
type of poisoning that was occurring. He did neegne any more specific information and | do
not have any more specific information except what have researched through spills in
December. That was already mentioned -

Ms Crisp: So we have the bird deaths that happened iruBgr | am not an expert but to me, if
all those birds die at once, it seems to indicaténaident, which would have been backed up with
the spills that we had anecdotal evidence for dsal the deaths that happened the second time, in
March 2007. There was a lead ship loading on 5chland the bird deaths were reported on 6 and
7 March following that lead ship loading. Even thbugis not direct evidence with that second
one, it is an indication, | suppose.

Mr T.G. STEPHENS: From which agency did the officer come?

MrsNorris. He was from the health department. Unfortulyatetannot remember his name.
Mr T.G. STEPHENS: Was that the public briefing session that wasedon a Saturday?
MrsNorris: That is right, it was held at the civic centnethe forum up here.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Just to expand further on that, it seems fdikgly that what you

say about the likelihood that it was two singlerggas true. That does not mean there was not lead
dust blowing into the community for the rest of tirae, but if there was a steady accumulation of

lead in birds, it might have given them some sérase level, and birds are very susceptible to

lead poisoning. However, for all of them to dieoate does strongly suggest an individual event,

particularly when a lot of the lead contaminatioaswn birds that eat nuts, or honeyeaters and so
on. You have identified a ship unloading just lpefthe first event of bird deaths -

MsCrisp: The second.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The second one. Do you know of any particulatedof a ship
unloading for the first one?

MsCrisp: That is when we consider it was probably thél,spiound that time.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: You do not have any evidence -

Ms Crisp: | do know that they had two - you could checktbe port records, but I think there
were two lead ships loaded in December, which wasswal in that usually in the past there had
been only one ship a month. December was unusubht there were two ships loaded, so there
would have been larger handling of lead during timae.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | do not suppose you know how long it would nali;ntake a ship
to load lead. Obviously, there are different sizes

Ms Crisp: | think the port keeps logs on that sort of thibut my understanding is it is about 18
hours to load a lead ship.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | have to say that even an event of tonnes itf-gpy feeling is that

it would be more likely to be a longer proceduresloipp loading to cause such a massive number of
bird deaths rather than all of that dust comingnfra single spill. There are concerns about the
overall moisture content of loads and whether itassistent throughout the load, which | think
fairly certainly it is not. While most of a loaday be of a moisture content that significantly
reduces the chances of lead dust, there will bepoaents of that load that have a much lower
moisture content, and given the loading process @ntship, that creates the opportunity of dust.
There is a requirement on the port not to load wthere is visible dust, but you too have made the
point about invisible dust. | have stated eatlwat from personal experience - | live across tasr
from an area of land development - every two oedhweeks there is a fine film of dust over most
of the things around my house caused by dust corfnorg this site, because there is no other
source, and yet | cannot see it. Even with thedvilowing | cannot see dust coming off the site,
but there is no other potential source. It is gy ¥me-grained dust and it gets all over thingsngt
house. So, fairly certainly in my view, that ig thature of the spread on this occasion.

Ms Crisp: Can | just add to what you are saying aboutdhding? It is my understanding that at
least one of those two ships that were loading @tdbnber was a smaller one where the chute
would not have reached into the hold as well. dtyrhave been both, but | know one of them in
particular was.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | think we need to find that out for certain.

MrsD.J. GUISE: Ben, you advised the committee you have a sirtmold child, unfortunately
with a blood level of 13 micrograms per decilitMd/e share your concern for that. Can you, for the
record, explain to us the interaction you wouldénhad with the Department of Health in regard to
those blood levels in your child? Also, as a gtagn you advise, because you mentioned a group
of parents getting together, whether or not youehamy understanding or knowledge of the
Department of Health taking the time to get togethiéh women who may be expecting a child in
the town of Esperance. We also have a great corfoerthem. There are two questions: your
personal situation with your own child and whetlsra group you have any knowledge of the
Department of Health making any extra effort to ommicate with women in the town who may be
pregnant.

Mr Curtis: Okay, the personal bit: the first test that wWiase on Sally came in at 16 and they had
to do a heel prick test because she looked likeviiobelin man - she came out with baby fat arms
and it is very hard to find the vein. | think thpsobably broke speeding records to come round to
our place to tell us - they were worried about litsuppose my concern and my partner Jodie’s
concern was that there was not much to tell us.at Mmas a concerning thing; there was no
information that came along with that blood leaekle We were praying and hoping that her blood
lead level would be low, and when they told usaiswery devastating. There was no information.
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| got asked, as you heard this morning, did | ligdalland do other things that might have caused
contamination of my family, but there was no mebi@nforcement. They were giving me a
number and asking me about leadlights. It is retiqularly useful to me. | felt that was
inadequate. | will say that the people who camendowere concerned and caring, but they were
not experts in the area. It is probably hard nal #xperts but I think the health department should
get onto that and get as much information as it ¢am, it has been a frustrating thing but we have,
as other people have, phoned a lot of experts amed a lot of information ourselves. | said
before that that is fraught with danger becauseaghufive people, you get five different answelrs.
have been told to move from where | live. | liveanthe port. That is one bit of medical advice |
have had and that is not very nice advice, espgaall have just built a new house. It has been a
frustrating process. | have no knowledge thathialth department has spoken to women who are
pregnant and told them about the concerns. | ddknow if the other two have, but | have not
heard that that has happened at all.

[10.50 am]

Mrs D.J. GUISE: For the record, unless the girls can advise onéHansard purposes - | have
seen a shake of the head to the negative.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | have been asked to ask a question about tediof the test
results and the dates and how long they have takget back on both for blood tests and tests in
your home. Can you give us any advice on that?

Mr Curtis: Well, blood tests - the complication for us vggesting in. We were a little bit slow in
putting our name down and there was quite a longngalist. Sally, my daughter, was not tested
until after Easter and then it took a few days betbe result came back. The slowness was getting
in to be booked to have the testing done. | walclboup what Michelle said. | have done some
research and the blood level half life for childisdonger than for adults. It is 90 days. It sk
you feel better if you extrapolate backwards to mviiee likely contamination occurred. It also
makes me feel worse if you extrapolate in the othexction and think about how slowly it might
go down. It is kind of a twin-edged sword. Thesult came back quickly after the blood test was
done, but | wish the testing had been done soom&mee had been alerted to that sooner. Yes,
because of being involved with lead, the healthadiepent and the Department of Environment
came round and swabbed my house and has done e ahtegsts but | have not heard back. That
was done four weeks ago.

Ms Crisp: Regarding the dust gauge monitoring, which ve? ile really inadequate, but that is the

only testing done so that is the only thing we came back on. | have always had a dust monitor
at my house, and we get the results from the pghoaity on an annual basis. This year's came
back - we had levels in November 2005 that we hedel of 62 milligrams per metre squared per

month. | chatted to Brian Gulson again about &md -

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Can you put that into context for people here?

Ms Crisp: | have seen a World Health Organisation docurmdnth states that anything over 7.5
milligrams per metre squared per month would besetqul to lead to increases in blood lead levels.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: What was yours again?
MsCrisp: Sixty-two milligrams per metre squared per month
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: That is November 05?

Ms Crisp: Yes, and we got those results from the portaitth This letter is dated 6 February

2007. | have followed that up with the port's eovimental officer as to when she got her results
back to them. She said that her May 06 resultsrebeived on 12 September 2006; her August
2006 results she received on 23 October 06; theueeb06 ones she received on 17 January 2007;
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and our results came back | am sure - the Nove®banes - on 23 October 2006 she received
them. So, delays again. They could not ever laated upon any elevated levels in any way.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: On how many occasions was the dust monitor afr yoome
elevated? You say November 05 results show itelasated?

MsCrisp: Yes. All the rest showed figures of two ancethr
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: It was a single occasion it was elevated?

Ms Crisp: Yes. They only monitor for four months of theay, so for eight months of the year
there is absolutely no monitoring done whatsoeWith a toxic substance like lead we think that is
highly inappropriate. Also the wind that takes thad over our house and over the rest of the
township, the major time is in summer. They argting in November and February, but for
December and January when we get the significamtisvover the township there is absolutely no
dust monitoring done at all. In May and August@®@ have had a level of two and three, and that
is when the winds are blowing generally away fram lbouse and over the bay, so you would not
expect to have high levels in those months anyway.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Clarify again when they got the result from tNevember 05
contamination?

MsCrisp: On 23 October 2006.
The ACTING CHAIRMAN: So 12 months later but still prior to the birehths?
MsCrisp: Prior to the bird deaths, that is correct.

Mr Curtis. When we talk about numbers, it is hard to getryeead around 7.5 being acceptable or
62 in Michelle’s case. The other point we have enadour submission with the monthly dust
monitoring is that, as you have already alludedtts, more than likely that the peaks occur when
there is loading and handling of lead. But witls tnonthly averaging system, the number you get
back is averaged over a month. So if there ishma@ making lead go over the town, it might have
been measured, as Michelle said, over 18 hours.theorest of the time it is probably very low.
These numbers are very hard to interpret, but émeerning thing is what happens during that 18
hours in the month that Michelle had 62 at her Bou&/hat were the dust levels in the air then and
what were we all breathing in?

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: For the committee in looking at the dates ofding, it would be
very interesting to see what loading events ocdudw@ing that month of the high dust readings. |
do not know if there are any records of prevailvigds at the time, but that would help the theory
that you have.

Mr Curtis: There is.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | wanted to start exploring something that wagour submission
about the use of the words pelletised and conglateer and about what the community
understanding was. Just for your informationai$ lappeared to us that the word pelletised was not
used by Magellan Metals. They had in their subimis$ocused on the issue of agglomeratisation
of the lead into, in effect, fluid balls. | have gay that | would never have thought of a pelieha
fluid ball, but if you go to the dictionary it do¢slk about wax pellets, for example. A soft, dui
like ball could still be called a pellet. Neverdgs, that was not an application by Magellan Metal
and it was not part of the application by the m@arthority. It was something that was initiated by
the Department of Environment and Conservation foom of their officers. They went back to the
mining company and the port authority, who argudd/ whe word pellet was in there. They
decided in the end that pellet could loosely becdlesd for the agglomerated product. It is my
understanding that while there is community conaarout the fact that it was supposed to be a
pellet and most people like | were thinking of adepellet as in a shotgun, | do not know how much
that was promoted within the community. | am tgyito find out when you heard of the word
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pellet. Was it early or late? When | look at tievspaper articles at the time, they did not ¢all i
pellet, they called it an agglomerate. Would wénahanged the community’s view, do you think,
to know that it was an agglomerate? In fact, tred|carbonate as it is was going to be exported
through Geraldton. If they had not pushed so barthis agglomerate, then it probably would have
got the approval for here anyway since it had gédri there and there was nothing different here.
In fact, the facilities were better here than far&dton. | would like you to make some general
comments about the community impression and thelsese words.

Ms Crisp: To tell you the honest truth, | do not care Vileetit was a pellet or an agglomerate. |
knew from the start. | went to them with the imf@tion. | think | was one of the 40 people who
went to the information day on the lead down atgbed, which was a week before Christmas, and
poorly advertised. It was said then that it waeket. But if it was said that it was an aggloater

| still would not have been happy with it. Eitheay, it was lead carbonate and | was not happy
with it. | rang up the Department of Health in M2Q05 to express my concerns regarding lead
going through a residential area. | think the ¢dyiof this product - you cannot just look at the
toxicity side of it alone. You have got to lookvettere it is coming through. To bring it through a
residential area | think was ludicrous. At thatneounity consultation the other thing that was
highlighted and why | probably did not pursue iteafMay 05 was that we were given a promise
from Magellan that they would be making a smel{gat Wiluna and that within a year or two we
would be getting lead ingots coming through Espegan In February 2007 | talked to the
environmental officer - before we knew the lead Wishg the birds - and | said that lead was not
going to be an issue ; it will be in ingots soomegh, it is overdue already. She said no, we have
been approached by Magellan to continue taking thonate long term through the port of
Esperance.

[11.00 am]

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: When you say they promised, do you recall thaid® Did they
say, “l promise”?

Ms Crisp: No, it is actually in their glossy brochure thee¢ picked up on the day. They did say
that they would continue to bring lead carbonateugh on a very small scale but generally it
would be in the form of bullion or ingots. | und&od that it would be a licence agreement. |
found out in February 2007 that it was not a regagnt on their licence; it was just an indication
they made to the community and there was nothigagllie binding on that.

Mr P. PAPALIA: Michelle, you are the first person | have heafrdvho attended that information
day. Could you tell me if you or anyone else iatikd to Magellan or the port that they were
unhappy with the concept of lead carbonate confingugh? Every bit of documentation that | saw
from both of those agencies indicated that there meapublic dissatisfaction or unrest regarding the
potential exporting of lead carbonate.

Ms Crigp: That was the first that | had heard of lead oadbe coming through. | took the glossy
brochure away. | cannot recall because it was adohg time ago but | know | would have voiced
some concern. | was probably not jumping up angnda lot. | had only just come across the idea.
| followed up my concerns with the health departmerMay 2005.

Mr P. PAPALIA: Between then and the commencement of exporyodoknow of any public
complaints or submissions opposing it?

Ms Crisp: If I had known that there was a public considtafor the licence review, | would have
made it. | am aware that there was probably aol@iin the paper on one occasion. | obviously
did not see that. | know totally and honestly thatould have made a submission. | have made
submissions on iron ore, nickel and everything tieg gone through. For lead carbonate, having
children myself, if | was aware of a submissionigeifor the community, | would have made one.

| do not think that was probably advertised enough.
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Mr Curtis: | wish to add to this. | am completely at thbey end of the scale to Michelle. |
personally did not know there was a consultatiblid not know anyone was coming to town. |
did not know what lead carbonate was. If | wad fwéople were coming to town, | would have sat
there blindly accepting, unlike Michelle seemstkat it would have been done safely and properly.
| think the majority of the community is like thate trust the processes. My trust in the processes
has been smashed to pieces. | will probably folldiehelle’s lead in the future. If | went to that
meeting, | probably would have gone away happy rastdbeen concerned. | probably would not
have gone off and researched lead carbonate hked now. | think the majority of people would
be in the same position.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | think you are right. |1 would probably be iraetly the same boat.

MrsNorris: | wish to add to that too. A certain proportiointhe community is being lulled into a
false sense of security. You have heard aboubrp@nisation RED, which was formed to tidy up
the export of proposed iron ore into the town. réhgas large community unrest about the fact that
iron ore would be a stockpile on our wharf areal ence dust on our beaches and a Port Hedland-
type scenario. The port and the exporters appdares as a community to be very amenable.
They talked about it and came to the party in #@se of putting sheds in. We were assured that
these sheds were vacuum sealed, that there wowlprivélers along the way to stop dust and these
sorts of things. We saw that happening. The aaifiority took a good lead in this whole process,
indicating it did have some environmental credési@and it had the community’s interests at heart.
A certain amount of complete trust was generatethht; which perhaps goes to the point of why
there was not enough concern about the lead cotiroggh.

Ms Crisp: We could talk for years on this topic. | wolikke to add to what Pam has said. The
iron ore was put in and lots of measures takerotdrol the dust. The lead and the nickel are far
more toxic but there were no negative pressure amtthe sheds. We have seen that the conveyor
belts are not totally enclosed as they are withittie ore. The return of the conveyor goes back
with loose lead dust on it with no base on the egov belt. It seems ridiculous that these starsdard
were allowed for nickel and lead, whereas iron wtt@ch is really just an aesthetic thing for ust no
being covered in red dust, was not something lidensd as much of a health issue as the others. |
cannot believe it was allowed to happen.

Mr P. PAPALIA: | asked that question not to imply that you wssenehow remiss in not having
complained. | wanted to confirm that what theydsaias accurate in all of their submissions and
their claim that there had been no public complairfPersonally, |1 found your submission
outstanding. | think you are doing a great thiogylour own family and your community. Keep it

up.
[Applause.]

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: It is normally my job to tell you off for thatub I intend not to. |
probably would have liked to have done the sami ybu know that the lead carbonate had only
been declared a dangerous good for the purposesnsport three weeks ago?

Mr Curtis. No.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | want to get back to the issue of that firstetiey and the
advertising. | want you to run us through thatiag® it is clearly on the record. | gather thaty
were the only one here now who attended and thaghlg 40 people attended that meeting. How
was it advertised? | think there was a note in plaper a week before Christmas. What
consultation was there? When did you know thatl learbonate was being switched from
Geraldton to Esperance?

Ms Crisp: | was not aware until May 2005 that it was pregod to go through Geraldton. We
thought it was proposed to come through Esperaritem memory, which is probably not that
good, there was a public notice in the local papérsaid that the meeting was on 18 December,




Education and Health Thursday, 3 May 2007 - Sessiom T Page 14

which is a really bad time for people to go. WHhegot there, they had static displays of
information. From memory, they had a register wehee could write our names down to get
information back. Feedback from that informatiay dvas regarding trains carrying iron ore and
the noise levels, from memory. There was not afi@ublic information.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Was there an opportunity for you to lodge areotipn?

Ms Crisp: No, this was presenting information to us. #swot an opportunity for us to feed back
information, although there were people there Weatould talk to. It was set up to present us with
information about how it was going to be done.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: Was there ever an opportunity in the lead-ugh® change of
licence from Geraldton to Esperance for the publiodge an objection?

Ms Crisp: Someone has told me that there was an oppoythaoitl was not aware of it. If | had
been aware of it, | definitely would have made pubbmment on it. From my understanding there
was, but | did not see it.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: When they changed their plans to export leadutdfin Esperance,
the decision was made by the Minister for the Eorvinent of the day not to go through a full
environmental impact process, which would includenmunity consultation. The reason given
was because it was seen to be an insignificanatiami of the proposal from what was proposed for
Geraldton. That is because the safeguards tha&t required to prevent pollution in Geraldton were
the same as was required for Esperance. Thatyighvelh decision was made in a one-page letter of
response from the minister. What do you say tt#tha

[11.10 am]

Ms Crisp: From that | read that there was not a chanceuoto respond at all. | was of the
understanding that there was an advertisement enptiper or something that | had missed.
However, if there was no opportunity, that is ewense. Just because the community in Geraldton
has had its say, it does not mean that we havdasimoncerns. Obviously, we have similar
concerns, but we really wanted an opportunity tresls concerns for ourselves. That is criminal.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The people of Geraldton had the opportunitydeentheir say from
1999-2000, when it was proposed to go through pbat, but when it was switched across, it was
regarded as an insignificant change.

Mrs Norris. | have read the 72-page report on the initigdliaption and it is amazing that the
submitters of that particular application broughptall these issues. The final ministerial approval
includes clauses that ask Magellan - | am surednemittee is aware of this -

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: We are, but | would like you to read them. Véed to be quick; we
have five minutes until the next person.

MrsNorris. The program was to -

address the review of existing storage and shiphgafécilities at the Geraldton Port . . . It
is to include a review of equipment, procedures amshitoring programs to identify
potential pathways for lead to enter the environtnmemd if appropriate additional
equipment, management or revised procedures &e determined; . . .

It was also to -

detail the process that will be applied to ensungoing assessment of the risk of lead
contamination including monitoring, evaluation oédfth risks and determining control
measures; . . .

This was to be in the “Health, Hygiene and Envirental Management Program”. | have read
through that program. | cannot find it anywhere.
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The ACTING CHAIRMAN: | think that is an excellent point.

Mr P. PAPALIA: Members of the committee pursued that issue tém yesterday, and we
agree that there are a lot of flaws in that pragcdss HHEMP was dumped in Geraldton and
amended slightly, cut and pasted, for Esperance.

Mrs D.J. GUISE: It talks about Geraldton having been investigaded that Esperance will be
investigated. The latest revision date is Noven2®®4, which is unacceptable.

MrsNorris: This document was supposed to be publicly abkgla
MrsD.J. GUISE: Correct.

Mrs Norris. | have since found out that we needed to gchelibrary to get it, but | do not
remember ever seeing an advertisement telling mvastavailable at the library.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The area of concern is that in going back tdklab the original
ministerial approval, it is worth remembering thed export lead through other ports in Western
Australia and Australia, and that the original ajyal detailed quite stringent safeguards and
consultation to make sure that it was done safdlyhave to say, though, that part of the Port
Authority’s licence - | presume it is for all portsut | have not found that out yet - is to stofible
dust. | guess that is the thing that particuladycerns me in light of what has happened here,
because the committee strongly suspects it isisill® dust that has caused the problem. Pam, are
you doing it separately as well?

Mrs Norris. Yes, please. It is borne by the fact that mgfierasubmission was from a personal
point of view, but then | became so concerned tHacame involved with the group, so | have
personal evidence and things that | would likerespnt.

Mr T.K. WALDRON: Ben, in your opening statement you talked alpaaiple throwing up from
the zinc dust. | just want to make sure | havetgat right and expand on that. Is that something
that is being looked at? What has happened thehe®e not heard about that before.

Mr Curtis: | chose to bring that up because | thought trmarnittee might not have heard about it.
It is from xanthate, but it is not xanthate. Xaai#h | believe, breaks down into carbon disulfide i
the presence of water. It smells horrible; itisgdsting. The committee may have smelled it if it
went down and saw a pile of nickel. | hate it, ibutoes not do that to me. When we had a table at
the information day and sat there getting peoplgida our petition, | had so many people come to
me and say, “What are you doing about this smellPiree people came to me and said that they
leave their homes; several people said they thrpw Other people have problems with their
sinuses. That was overwhelmingly the main compliiat we had as we were sitting on the stand,
asking people to sign a petition about lead. Do worry about the smell, which is carbon
disulfide.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: The committee certainly smelled it when we wenethe wharf the
other day. It was not overpowering; it was an aapant smell, but certainly not strong enough to
make any of our members sick. However, that isto@ay that other people are more sensitive or
that the levels might have been higher at thatestalye are certainly not just focusing on lead. We
are also looking at the issue of nickel duringdbarse of our investigations.

Mr M.P. WHITELY: Of the things you would like to see, the fir§ttloe dot points refers to no
lead in any form going through the port, and | ustind that. Given the history, | think that tlsat
entirely understandable. The second point isdaliduture shipments of nickel are to be contained
in sealed containers. This is obviously your owhrsission, but do you think that is a consensus
position, if you like, amongst the community? duads very reasonable to me, given the history.

Mr Curtis: It is an interesting question. We question elwes; we are calling ourselves LED and
we represent the Esperance people, but now manglgem we represent? We have quite a
growing membership and we have a petition with seveundred signatures on it. The ladies who
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have been getting the petitions signed have hadundming support for it, and | think that is the
best survey you could get for Esperance peopleerdahan talking to any other group. However,
the member is right; not everyone will agree withtt We are not confident that that smell and the
nickel dust can be stopped just by adding water.

Mr M.P. WHITELY: | think it is a reasonable position. | was amaged that it was not as
absolute as it could have been, if you understapdneaning. You are not saying “No nickel under
any circumstances”; you are saying that it shoudd dealed in containers that are sealed,
presumably, at the minesite, and opened at the etie when they arrive on the dock with the
customer. We are supportive of that.

Ms Crisp: In making that recommendation, we took into artdhat nickel is a huge export for
the port and that the port is part of our communiye are not against the port; we just want the
port to handle their products in a safe mannetiferesidential area.

Mr M.P. WHITELY: Seems like a reasonable ask.

The ACTING CHAIRMAN: With regard to nickel, | have just been advidett we need to recall
our terms of reference on this committee, whichst@ins us to some degree in looking into the
nickel issue, but that is not to say we cannot makemmendations referring to it, and suggesting
that more work might need to be done, and everoinesextent, equating the problems of the
distribution of lead and nickel as they are obvipygsocessed and shipped in exactly the same form
through the same pathways. | think that is padity important, especially in light of the factath
there were elevated levels of nickel in the comryuprior to starting the export of lead, which is
also, in my view, very important.

Thank you for coming to do this presentation. dsltbeen greatly appreciated and | think the
applause you heard earlier is a good indicatiomlsdit community members here think of your
presentation. | need to make a closing statemarttanscript of this hearing will be forwarded to
you for correction of minor errors. Please malaséhcorrections and return the transcript within 10
days of receipt. If the transcript is not returnggbu do not need to, if you think it is accuraié

will be deemed to be correct. Thank you once again

Hearing concluded at 11.20 pm




