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18: I. The maximum penalty for failing to comply with a direction is a fine of $20,000 and imprisonment
for one year as well as a fine of $1,000 for every day on which the failure continues,

2. You may object to or appeal againstthis direction in accordance with the provisions of
Division 4 of Part 5 of the Act.

Issue

Mobile:
1.1'

Number:



,

01tr'^ e ete whic everis notapplicable)

DIRECTION

Co z:. ^. IC \<~13 (Name) .J_. I^PI

)f (Address) 

01\16. j: I:L. o6/06e. !. of 4:^IY\,?^-c.14. S, \, 0\Clc;
Waffle o1fr7qoe0/o4'

Ierebydirectyou: To 120UIOG ALL THG. Hot:, 5, C.-6 AT THG GE. .EGA>OUGH. \/6T
>613Vic<;:^S, of. .> THE RBI:3\,^^ ?'t::3F'e;,.^ZTY \k>! n+ 51+^;, CTCtZ .TH16 16
To ^;I\I:^\, I^:e, ...'T^-\e I-biz^5 I\..'I^:^u. S. I'llZ. G, SAFE, T'I e, I^>o I-\^:I, .\CTH.
You I^-1/16T 1'210,106'.. THIS. I^5 <>con f'\^:>^ PO^^. It^^, L, G, SUT I\)O

Li^Te^z, T:+If^,^-) .14f-I^ Ap"IL 2,014-

,

Section 400 b

.

,
.

47^) 4^)^e) ^^)

, ,,

nclude whatis required to be done or is prohibited from being done under the Act along
ith the specified time or period in which the requirement or prohibition is in force).

his direction wasissued ^I. R. 11pmon: \\ I '^ 120 \\I

^^^

4 .'\

19nature of Inspector issuing direction:

120ate:

1,404

PostCod

^I^dyne^ 920q 0132^;'
19nature of person issued with direction:

120ate:

,

3 I. The maximum penalty for failing to comply with a direction is a fine of $20,000 and imprisonment
for one year as well as a fine of $1,000 for every day on which the failure continues.

2. You may object to or appeal againstthis direction in accordance with the provisions of
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Back round Information

Greenough Equine Veterinary Centre is a Too% equine practice servicing the Midwest region. The
practice is staffed with two directors Dr Ina Carrick and Dr Katherine Astill, an associate veterinarian

Dr Stephanie Freese and one vet nurse Janell Kawalec.

As part of ourservices we provide clients with an Embryo Transfer Programme. To make this
programme possible we need to keep a band of mares on the premises. Currently there are 24
mares in our care. They are currently kept on a 20 acre paddock, fed and watered every day and
checked for signs of illness twice daily either by one of the vets or our vet nurse.

In the last 6-8 weeks it has come to our attention that Mrs Mauren Rogers, who is the RPSCA

inspector forthe Midwest, has made visits to horse properties in the area, asking owners to build
shelters for their horses.

I

It is our understanding that initially this was in response to a complaint made by someone to the
RSPCA about a property that kept horses in paddocks during the day without shelter. Maureen
Rogers advised the complainant to contact Greenough Equine Veterinary Services. We are not
entirely sure why she was told this, however when we were contacted by this person we told her
that horses in this area do not need to be provided with shelter due to the unique climate condition

and the close proximity to the ocean and associated wind currents.

The properties that Greenough Equine knows have been visited by Maureen rogers have no signs of
animal cruelty, horses on these properties are kept in excellent health and are fed, watered and

ridden on a regular basis. There was great amount of distress caused to horse owners that were

affected by these visits. Eventually Dr Ina Carrick decided to contact chief inspector Am anda Swift
and lodged a verbal complaint against the behaviour of Maureen Rogers as the practice found it
unreasonable and intimidating to local horse owners. Am anda Swift responded that she would have

to talk to Mrs Rogers directly about this matter.

.

Shortly after this communication we received a visit from Mrs Maureen Rogers ourselves. Please see
the following:



Tuesday 25'' February 201.4

Correspondence between Dr Matt Carrick and Mrs Maureen Rogers (RSPCA inspector)

Visit by RSPCA inspector Maureen Rogers in regards to mares kept at our premises 
. Mares are kept in a 20 acre paddock. They are fed and have access to clean water.

They are checked twice daily.

Mrs Rogers demanded that shelter will need to be built forthese mares in order to ensure their
welfare. She advised that if we told her that we are planning to build shelter all of this will go

away". Matt Carrick responded that we are not planning to build shelter and demanded to be given
a legal standpoint of the RSPCA in regards to horse's needs to have shelter in their paddocks. Mrs
Rogers replied that we should contact the Chief Inspector, however Matt demanded that every
future correspondence will need to be given in writing and that he would like Mrs Rogers to
correspond to him with the demanded documents.

,. 7th March 203.4

Correspondence between Maureen Rogers and Staffat Greenough Equine Services at the premises
of the latter 

Maureen Rogers visited premises again. Staff present were Janell Kawalec (vet nurse) and Stephanie
Freese (Associate vet). No other staff were present at the time. Mrs Rogers gave Stephanie Freese
documents listed under the first attachment plus a printout of the Australian Horse Welfare & well-
being toolkit. Mrs Freese passed the documents onto Ina Carrick, director of Greenough Equine
Services.

26'' March 201.4

Email was sent to the Minister for Agriculture. Awaiting correspondence from him or his staff.

Email read:

, L,
. ,

,

To Whom 11Moy Concern,

Further to our discussionyesterday, here is an ounine of the recenicommtinicotions I've had
with the RSPCrl.
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very lore eventthot high temperatures, high humidity anda lock of breeze would occur
together in the Geroldton region. Should such an event occur, I've hove strategies in place to
ensure the health, we!jare gridsqfety, of our horses ore not compromised.

Iris o111 opinion that there is a cleQr mist, ridersionding andmisinieipreia/ion of seciion 19
(3) (e) of the Animal Well'are Act andihotthe serving of 40 (1) (b) is entirely moppropriote
gridover!y aggressive. The horses in question are 1101e:;pertencing cruelty in ony way shape
onbyin andihere was not a single day in the lastst, miner where the horses were hot or even
sweating. The horses in question ore not SI!ff'elmg any health, we!fore or sqfety, issues. By
ensuring these horses hove sheller wei@elthatthe RSPCrt is only compromising their healih,
welfare andsqfeO).

Interpreting section 19 (3) (e) in the way the RSPC, 4 has, in our case, then leads to
questioning the husbandry of every single horse, sheep or cow. This mistnie?:pretation of Ihe
oct would require every horse, cattle or sheep owner toprovide a shelter tripaddocks ond
yards when irisphysiological!y not necessory to ensure the animal's healih, I've!inre grid
sty'eO). This mistntei:pretation of the act would o180 extendto containment strategies such as
ring lock grid barb wire/erectng which ore responsiblejbr the may'only^ of IQceratio, Is seen in
horses andiher<fore a health, I've!/Qre gridsof'eo)issue. Is the RSPCrt now going 10 demand
that every stockowner buildshelters tripoddocks? Is the RSPCrlgoing to demandthotstock
paddocks cannot belbnced\. unh ring-lock or borb wire? Perhqps Ihe RSPC, 4 qfficer will
decide that electriciancing is o I've!fare issue? Asyoz, can see the adjs/21r too openjbr
interpretotion and in our case, Ihe RSPCA inter:prefedthis act entirely inqppropriote!y grid
aciedoverly oggressive!y.

11'8 would much qppreciote illhis case con be reviewed and our o^/'ection token into accouni

ryou have anyft4rther questions regarding this motleyplease do norhesitQte to conioctis on
the number below or alternatively on our mobile

Ina. .

I co
'*

Kot. 

rhonkyoz, for your help in this matter,

Ina Conick

(~-)


