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Hearing commenced at 3.48 pm

BENNETT, MRS HELEN ROSE
Farmer/Shop Assistant, examined:

STREVETT, MR SCOTT PAUL
Farmer, examined:

The CHAIRMAN : Before we start, | have some information to réad/ou. This committee
hearing is a proceeding of Parliament and warrdrgssame respect that proceedings of the house
itself demand. Even though you are not requiredgitee evidence on oath, any deliberate
misleading of the committee may be regarded asngeowt of Parliament. Have you completed
the “Details of Witness” form?

The Witnesses Yes.
The CHAIRMAN : Did you understand the notes attached to it?
The Witnesses Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : Did you receive and read an information for wgses briefing sheet regarding
giving evidence before parliamentary committees?

The Witnesses Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : Before we ask any questions, do you have anyiogestatements that you
would like to make?

The Witnesses No.

The CHAIRMAN : Hopefully we can lead you down the road a @bviously, the major event is
the recent flood, although I know that you have b#ter natural disasters in the area in the past
few years. Can you give us a little backgroundualbioe recent disasters that have been proclaimed
for this area, particularly the flood, and the imgsait has had on you as individuals or your
businesses?

Mr Strevett: Okay. We had eight inches of rain in Januamgrabout two days. In that week we
had 10 inches of rain, which is more than our ahraiafall. We lost up to 10 kilometres of fence,
between 50 and 100 sheep and six dams burst @aisb There was a lot of water erosion and we
lost a lot of topsoil. It was an absolute nightenatt created a lot of work and a lot of experiss t
we did not need.

Mrs Bennett: | will give a farmer’s perspective, and then sldee committee want me to talk
about the community perspective as well?

The CHAIRMAN : Yes.

Mrs Bennett: We had the same amount of rain. We had 10 soler a day or two. | could not

get to town. None of us could get to town for Hysl | lost income and so did my son, who was
home with us as well. He was working on the tagpirew and he could not get to town for about
eight days. | think he ended up bogging a motahilging to get out. We are very close to town;
we are just behind the hospital. Later on drainelggnnels were dug through our farm, which
caused a bit of angst on its own because there seeneany different opinions on what was the best
way to drain the lake. Some thought it was betiego north into the north end of the lake and
others thought it would be better to link a lot lafle dry areas of our farm and a couple of
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neighbours’ farms and then drain the water intosbigth end of the lake. My husband wanted to
make sure that that was going to work before heeajthat it could be done, which was a bit of a

problem because townspeople rang us and saidehaas going to let the town flood. People got a

bit hysterical about that. Also, once the watesweained, it considerably flooded our farm even

more, because as it drained out of the lake irgcsthall dry lakes that have never really had water
in them, the water spread out into the paddockels Whose areas could not be cropped this year
because they were still too wet. Getting from end of the farm was impossible for a couple of

months until Main Roads put crossings in the chintimat they dug through the farm. Main Roads

was not too bad with that because it built somesirgs. It has a few more to do. Main Roads also
chamfered the drains so that the edges are naghdtigp and down. If sheep fall in them, at least

they can get out. Our dog fell into one of therotels when it was flooded, and unless my husband
had run down the other end and pulled him out, belévnot have got out.

Community wise, | think the damage that the floadl \das underestimated. Because not a lot of
shops were flooded and people were not taking aitoarpets and wet stock and all that sort of
thing, it did not create an impression on othetgaf the state and in the media of how bad it was.
| know that Murray Stanton, the fellow | work fdrad to go and collect his stores, because the
courier would bring them only a certain distance;would not drive through water to get them
here. Therefore, Murray had to go and pick themseyperal times a week. The fellow from
Australia Post had to drive out to Lake King, nastjfor a couple of weeks, but for almost two
months. Also, a few weeks after the initial ralhfee had 10 inches of rain, followed by another
two inches of rain.

The CHAIRMAN : Two inches is roughly your annual rainfall, i:i0t?

Mrs Bennett: It is usually 13 inches. In a short space mietwe had 10 inches of rain followed by
two inches of rain, which was almost as much agetefor the year. However, a lot of that was
because the road that comes across the lake wiow@s flooded. Main Roads did a fair bit of
work to that road but had not dug down and foundahat was underneath, and so as soon as Main
Roads opened up the road to heavy traffic agaiall broke through. We then had another two
inches of rain. Main Roads had to just about skeetwork all over again, and that closed the town
off from the entrance on the Dumbleyung side ofd.&race. It was closed for two and a half
months. Most probably one of the effects of theodl was that people got used to travelling
through Karlgarin and Hyden to Lake King and downBsperance, so | think that some of the
traffic that used to come through Lake Grace i$ gting that way now. It was a new way for
people to travel. That road is not as good, blat &f traffic still goes that way, so | suppose th
town is missing the passing traffic that used talgough the town.

The CHAIRMAN : You mentioned that your employer had to go aut pick up his supplies.
Mrs Bennett: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : That is an extra cost. Was that cost then plassdo the customers?
Mrs Bennett: No, it was not.

The CHAIRMAN : Who picked up that extra cost?

Mrs Bennett: He did.

The CHAIRMAN : That must have been a fairly large impost on.him

Mrs Bennett: Yes. He did it every day for the papers andiitead. Once people could at least

get to the outskirts of Lake Grace on the roadsiezme went and picked them up for him. Three
times a week he got basic groceries to start \aitld, when the road opened, he got them into town
again, but when it closed again he had to do thaiha

The CHAIRMAN : Are you aware of the assistance measures tbatvailable following a natural
disaster; and, if you know about them, did you finelasy to access the information, and were state
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government agencies and local government helpf? you know what assistance is available
following a natural disaster?

Mrs Bennett: We did not really go into it. | would imaginbat some fencing and that sort of
thing would have been available for people to cleom Was that not available?

The CHAIRMAN : Fencing is specifically excluded at the moment.

Mrs Bennett: Okay. The only thing that | knew of was that wauld claim for loss of income
through Centrelink, I think it was, but | had akoat it and it was too hard, so | did not bother.

The CHAIRMAN : Can you tell us why it was too hard? That federal government issue, but
can you tell us just to get it on the record?

Mrs Bennett: It is most probably just the small amount thatwould receive. If it was $10 000,

$20 000 or $30 000, | might have claimed it, bt tiymarole that was involved for claiming only
a small amount made me think it was not worth dawse it would have taken all day to do it, so |
did not bother.

The CHAIRMAN : Scott, you seem to know a bit more about it.

Mr Strevett: Yes. | am unaware of everything that is avadabut how is a cost placed on a lot of
it? Every road and track on everyone’s farm wddsle needed to have been graded, because they
were impassable. | do not know how to put a figumghe expenses. Hours and days and weeks of
work was required and materials were needed t@acephe fences and stuff like that. We just had
to pay for it ourselves.

Mrs J. HUGHES: They are indirect costs rather than costs thatgould just calculate and say -

Mr Strevett: Yes. Getting back to what Helen was saying,whele event was underestimated
because we cannot claim from anyone for fencegpstleaths and grading, so there is no proof of
the damage that was caused; it is only known bydwbmouth. We lost the dams, all the grading,
the fences and the sheep, but because we did tuailgcclaim for it - or because we cannot claim
for it - there is no process of getting it on paper

[4.00 pm]

Mrs J. HUGHES: So it is not fitted into the event costs.
Mr Strevett: It is just one of those things that happensweahave to wear.

The CHAIRMAN : Although there are a number of schemes, two megsistance schemes are
talked about. One scheme involves $1 500 for teeahand financial advice. Were you aware of
that scheme?

Mr Strevett: Yes. | applied for it.
The CHAIRMAN : Were you successful?
Mr Strevett: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : The other one is a four per cent interest rabate on a loan up to $150 000
over 10 years. Were you aware of that scheme?

Mr Strevett: Yes.
The CHAIRMAN : Did you apply for that?
Mr Strevett: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : Was that much of an issue? Was there a majoretia Can you take us
through that process?

Mr Strevett: | have to remember it; | was hoping you would ask me that. It is very involved.
In exceptional circumstances, such as the lastgitpyou have to plead your case. | am familiar
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with the process. However, | think it is too hdad the average person. The process is too
involved and too hard to work through. A lot ofopée would probably give up.

The CHAIRMAN : Did you apply?
Mr Strevett: Yes.
The CHAIRMAN : You received the $1 500 - that was fine. Was fiocess relatively easy?

Mr Strevett: Basically we had to have a receipt for the pmeienal advice that we sought
regarding the event.

The CHAIRMAN : Did you apply for the four per cent interesere¢bate?
Mr Strevett: Yes.
The CHAIRMAN : Were you successful?

Mr Strevett: Yes. | had to prove that the amount that | wpplying for was extra borrowings
from my bank.

The CHAIRMAN : And that that money was going to reinstate wat had lost. | think you said
that that money will replace your 50 to 100 she#épwill also cover the cost of hiring a grader. |
assume you hired a grader to redo the roads and.dam

Mr Strevett: It was for a grader, bulldozer and fencing mater It is ongoing. | suppose that is
why it takes up to 10 years. A lot of topsoil wegtoff the paddocks and disappeared.

The CHAIRMAN : How is that fixed?

Mr Strevett: We had to rip paddocks up because they wereigdilysrough to drive over. We
had to rip them up to level them out. There wed,ftime and labour costs. | do not know how to
put a price on our time and labour.

The CHAIRMAN : Would you have been able to get the loan thattgok out from your financial
institution if you did not have the four per centerrest rebate?

Mr Strevett: Probably not.

The CHAIRMAN : So, it has been of assistance to you?

Mr Strevett: Definitely.

Mrs Bennett: We got the $1 500 for professional advice ad.wBhat was easy.

The CHAIRMAN : You were part of the recovery process becausg tlhug the drains through
your land.

Mrs Bennett: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : Did that upset your production considerably ad lthat been stuffed because
of the flood?

Mrs Bennett: Most probably at the time it did not. | wouldysit did with seeding, because we
could not get fertiliser in for months because wald not get it to the farm.

Mr Strevett: The local contractor was not allowed to drivetio® roads for a start.

Mrs Bennett: We lost arable land when they drained the laite the smaller lakes. Those lakes
swelled - that land was arable - and then theyahajher trench into another little lake for when
that one filled up. That was how they did it. \&uld not get from one side of the farm to the
other.

The CHAIRMAN : Is that because the drains made it physicallyossible? You said that Main
Roads came back.
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Mrs Bennett: It came back. Instead of the drains being gitaup and down, it made them more
sloping and it carted the dirt away that had beap @t of the drains because that is dead dirt and
nothing will grow on it. When we plant trees, we kot plant trees along the edge of the drain,
because if anyone was driving across the farmgditniney would not know that they were there.

The CHAIRMAN : Are the drains now a permanent feature?
Mrs Bennett: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : Have any arrangements been made with you? kaweold Main Roads that
land?

Mrs Bennett: No. That was the hot topic at the time. | @d know whether it would have come
to the party by either buying the land or givingamne sort of compensation for it. However, it
was all done pretty quickly because it wanted tordthe Cemetery Lake because that was stopping
everyone from getting into town. There was a Ibétiof community pressure on my husband about
the drains. He kept asking everyone how they wtkélit if drains were dug all over their farm.
The drains are fairly deep. In the end he said,d&ven though he thought there was an easier and
quicker way of doing it. He thought that if theyemt across the road and south it would drain
directly into the south side of Lake Grace. Thewses all of that in it. Everyone had a different
opinion and everyone was a professional and hadtarbdea.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Was it a stressful time?
Mrs Bennett: It was for my husband.

The CHAIRMAN : In the long run you have a continuing loss bseayou saved the town, so to
speak.

Mrs Bennett: Well us and a couple of other neighbours as.well

The CHAIRMAN : There should be some way of - | will not say pemsating - recognising what
you did.

Mrs Bennett: | suppose, but you do not like to bang your aam too much. | suppose we a bit
like the Strevetts. We are only starting to reatise damage that the floods caused to our fencing.
As the waters have retracted, we have begun tseddlat all that fencing is gone. We want to put
sheep in the paddock after we have finished hangesite paddock. My husband spent two days
this weekend fencing so that he can put sheep benwhe paddocks are harvested.

Mr Strevett: It is an ongoing loss. There are lakes arouartl @f our farm where it happened that
flooded. We have lost the arable land that has lleeded. We cannot crop it this year. There is
a good chance it will not come back from salinidso we have planted a lot of trees and they are
dying every day. You only have to drive down tlead and you can see every month there is
another tree or two or 10 dying.

The CHAIRMAN : Is that because of salinity?

Mr Strevett: A lot of them die because the smaller one adeuwater and they suffocate. Even
the larger ones are slowly dying off. | do not Wnevhether it is a rising water table, salinity or
what.

Mrs Bennett: | think a lot of them drowned. It was just teet.

Mr Strevett: The ones that were under water all died withysd The bigger ones are slowly
dying off over time.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Were you prepared for a disaster? | know that & is big question. | refer to
your insurance policies being in place and thopegyof things?

Mr Strevett: Our insurance was in place; however, we canliaohdor anything that we lost.
The CHAIRMAN : Did you lose any machinery?
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Mr Strevett: No.
The CHAIRMAN : Some people said that their machinery is stiler water.

Mr Strevett: We have had damage to machinery as a resuktsalung people from the flood
water.

Mrs J. HUGHES: You have borne that cost.

Mr Strevett: Yes.

Mrs J. HUGHES: What things did your insurance not cover?

Mr Strevett: Everything.

Mrs J. HUGHES: So you were insured but you were not insured.

Mr Strevett: At the time we could not insure our fencingimés of floods. We cannot insure our
dams for damage because it is rare. It is probattyan option. As far as | know, we do not have a
choice. To have water erosion all through youmfarwould hate to pay the premium on that.

Mrs Bennett: A lot of people had structural damage to thewuge, although it did not show up at
the time, it was walls cracking and those sortthofgs. It is bit hard to go back to your insur@anc
company and say it was because of the floods.

[4.10 pm]

The CHAIRMAN : From our understanding from what we have headdyt and previously, there
was very little physical property damage, as in fmate property with houses, sheds, things like
that, but, because the whole landscape sustaia¢dmtmount of water, everything softened up and
moved slightly, and that is where you are startmgee your cracks coming. Is that what you are
saying?

Mrs Bennett: Yes. | took photos to show people. If you jaebwed them the floods, it just
looked like it was a big lake or a river or somethibut when you showed them photos of the
damage that was done to the cemetery, people weodudely aghast. They just could not believe.

The CHAIRMAN : Was that just wash-away at the cemetery?

Mrs Bennett: Yes, because sand and mud and things were wastayg there were graves that

had subsided, and had a lean on them, and headgtatenad fallen over. That had more impact
than if you showed people pictures of flooded pa#tdo You could only just see the sign that
shows our farm name, but if you showed them thay thvould just say okay. However, if you

showed them the damage to the cemetery, they wsayd“Oh God; you have to do something
about that.”

The CHAIRMAN : It is what people relate to, is it not?

Mrs Bennett: Yes, and | think that is why a lot of people dit realise how bad the flooding was.
Because we did not have stores lugging wet camstock and all that sort of thing out - we had
two or three houses that were flooded - you did hrote that visual image, but there was other
damage that people did not know about.

The CHAIRMAN : Were there other impacts? We have heard frencoluncil and we have heard
from government agencies, but was there other camtynimpact, or business impact around the
place?

Mrs Bennett: | know two businesses had just been taken oyendw people, so it was very
difficult for them to actually judge how their busiss was affected by the flooding. The little café
Rosie’s, down here suffered a sever impact, buamse the lady had just bought it a couple of
months before, it would have been very difficult fier to know how badly it was affected.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Do you know whether they were aware that theyld@ccess WANDRA
funding?




Community Development and Justice Monday, 6 Noverbe6 - Session Seven Page 7

Mrs Bennett: | do not know. | did ask a couple of people thiee they had applied for funding,
and | think a few had, but the café owner would mte, because she could not really tell how it
had affected the business.

The CHAIRMAN : They could not attribute it to the disaster.

Mr Strevett: You could say generally that the majority ofdbbusinesses would have suffered
loss of income because the town was basicallytesslaom itself. No-one could really come in or
out, so a lot of businesses could not operate plBagho had to rely on travelling in any direction
that could not happen.

The CHAIRMAN : In terms of businesses in this town, | imagihattlots of them were
agricultural businesses?

Mrs Bennett: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : Have they had a great loss because the farmsoareow feeding into them, or
have they had a benefit because they are contsagtong out re-grading your roads and doing
those sorts of things?

Mr Strevett: | would say that the majority would have hadsslof income, apart from the graders
and maybe the fencing contractors. A couple otigised contractors maybe did have a gain, but
generally you would say most would lose.

Mrs Bennett: Maybe a few of the stock agencies would havd sobit more chemical than they
would have otherwise. Everyone started sprayirgnagThe summer weeds all came up.

The CHAIRMAN : That was an impact of the flood.
Mr Strevett: That was another added cost - the summer spray.

The CHAIRMAN : What about disruption to the schools, and thihige that? | do not know
whether you have children, but was there a dispagti that way as well?

Mrs Bennett: The bus runs were difficult for a while, andddw the neighbour next door to us
bought a little boat to run his kids across theelakhey could have caught the bus, but he had to
take them a long way around to hop on a bus.

Mr Strevett: It was a long round trip by car, or a five-mialtoat ride.

Mrs Bennett: There were those sort of impacts. Fortunatelyen it happened, a lot of people
were away on holidays, when the town was quite gmptlot of people were away. Some did not
get back, which might have been good. | supposectimmunity pretty much pulled everyone
together a bit. We are pretty resilient here.

Mr Strevett: We are starting to get used to it all. You jusinder what is next. We have just
about seen it all.

Mrs J. HUGHES: There are currently exclusions under WANDRA,Isas the reinstatement of
fencing or other immediate assistance measuresidak disposals - some of the things you have
mentioned - that would have been helpful, | imagineyou recovery effort. These are obvious
omissions under the existing natural disaster gemrents. Do you believe that they should be
included in relief efforts?

Mr Strevett: | definitely think it would help, if it could bdone.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Would it have made a huge difference to youtimgtyou back on your feet
quicker?

Mr Strevett: Yes.

Mrs Bennett: | definitely think the fencing is a huge costdahe road grading. Lake Grace is not
overly endowed with gravel, either, so you had @b gravel brought, which is quite expensive. |
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had to go the long way to town for quite a few nisntwhich took me about 15 or 20 minutes, but
it usually only takes me about five minutes, angas through gates. That was more inconvenient
than a cost.

The CHAIRMAN : Come and live in the city and you get that anftleeway every day.
Mrs Bennett: | know; that is why | do not live there. | cduhot stand it.

The CHAIRMAN : | think we have exhausted our questions.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Did you have any problem with stock feedinghe tvet?

Mr Strevett: No, not really, because you just could not féseim. You couldn’t get into your
paddocks.

Mrs J. HUGHES: So how did your stock eat?
Mr Strevett: They ate what was there.
Mrs J. HUGHES: You just left them to their own devices.

Mr Strevett: Yes, because you physically could not feed th&we have a four-wheel motor bike,
and we were getting bogged. You could basicallly eralk on the paddock. That was about the
only way you could get out there. When it is 2ikietres from one end to the other, you do not
walk out and feed the sheep.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Were the sheep just left to try to manage trst theey could?

Mr Strevett: Yes; it was summertime, so there was stubble filee harvest, and it was probably a
matter of two or three weeks before the green femd the flood started to come through, so they
did not starve. They never had nothing to eat.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Was your loss of stock purely from the flooditsglf, during that process?

Mr Strevett: The sheep went for cover and, if it was in t-lying area, for some reason they

just stayed there and the water level just rosaropnd them, and they were washed away. My
brother-in-law physically found sheep standing apthteir necks, holding their heads out of the
water, and he had to walk in. They would not walk themselves. He had to carry them out, and
then they are three times the weight they nornmeaky There were hundred of them.

Mrs J. HUGHES: It is a bit of a workout.
Mr Strevett: Yes.

The CHAIRMAN : Have you any comment you would like to makehte tommittee before we
close off? Is there anything you would like to gatrecord one way or the other?

Mr Strevett: The only thing | would say is that | believe tinéerest rate subsidy is a good thing,
but the process is so involved. It needs to belem

The CHAIRMAN : Is there anything specific that you would sagllsemakes it difficult. Is there
any one thing that you consider is pointless gpistu

Mr Strevett: | think the assets test is a problem. | dothwik it really matters whether you have a
heap of assets or none, because in that sortuaitisih, if you can make a profit in a business and
save some for a rainy day, if there is help av&lddlecause of a natural disaster, that is what the
help is for. We are penalising the people whosarecessful at business and putting money away,
and then making them take it out, if you know whiatean.

[4.19 pm]

The CHAIRMAN : So it is a situation in which people have sa$6@ 000, $60 000 or $100 000
over however many years, they are hit with a natdisaster, and before they can access the
interest rate subsidy, they have to spend theirews
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Mr Strevett: It penalises people in business who are goimgafand getting somewhere, because
they cannot get help. They are being penalisedéang good at business. | agree that everyone
else should be helped, but I think it should bedaross the board, to everyone and anyone.

Mrs Bennett: | do not think that the effect the damage hadhencommunity is as evident as it
really was. Apart from people who live in and arduhe town of Lake Grace, people do not
realise the actual extent of the damage.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Do you believe there was a decent emergencynsg?

Mrs Bennett: | think it was the best that could be done &t time, and people were fantastic.
However, one good thing to emerge from it is tha¢ shire has examined its emergency
management plan again. That was a good thing tfendids had fun in the water! Lake Grace
looks quite a nice place at the moment, with adlwhater in the lakes. However, | do not think that
people quite realised the extent of the damage.

Mr Strevett: | totally agree. One of the most frustratinghgs about the whole event was the
number of people we had to rescue, out where we are

The CHAIRMAN : Were they locals?
Mr Strevett: None of them were locals; that was the funngghi
Mrs Bennett: Stupid people.

Mr Strevett: People who did not have a clue. It would be ldiving a car into the ocean at
Scarborough beach and hoping to get to the otder dt was not possible to see across to the other
side of the water, and yet people were driving ugfoand getting trapped, stranded or washed
away. Our farm was the closest point.

Mrs J. HUGHES: You were the emergency response?

Mr Strevett: Yes; we did not want to put ourselves in theitpms of going out and rescuing
someone, yet people had -

The CHAIRMAN : We cannot legislate against stupidity!
Mrs Bennett: | think the local policeman charged a few ofrthe

Mrs J. HUGHES: There are obviously only a few guys around hete are in voluntary
emergency groups. Given that there was a neeghfiergency response, was there extra assistance
available through the Fire and Emergency Servicethdyity, to bring more people in? Did you
not have any extra volunteers?

Mrs Bennett: They could not get in.

Mr Strevett: The problem was that in our area the water wabgbly two kilometres wide. |
think the main problem was getting to the othee ©iithe water to erect signs. There were signs in
Newdegate saying that the road was closed, butl@¢ogt drove past the signs, got to the water
and kept driving across. There were even some thisrside, where tape had been installed on the
road, who drove around the tape and kept going.

Mrs J. HUGHES: How did you find them? Did you just stumble@ss them?

Mr Strevett: We were continually checking to see whetherwiager levels were coming up or
going down. | hate to think where some of thesepfewould have ended up if we had not been
checking. | am surprised that no-one drowned.

Mrs J. HUGHES: There did not appear to be any response to lactsi@mpping people from
coming into town? The roads were not manned?

Mr Strevett: No. | suppose there should have been someongringathe roads, but | do not know
how long they would have had to have been there.
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Mrs Bennett: There are four entries into town, and it woustvé been a 24-hour-a-day job.
Mrs J. HUGHES: Was there no police response?

Mrs Bennett: There was unfortunately only one policeman inrtpbecause the other one was on
holiday.

Mr Strevett: Even had there been 10 police, there are fouresrand three of them were blocked.
There would need to be one person on each side.

Mrs J. HUGHES: Has this information been fed into your localgomment?

Mrs Bennett: | think it has, yes. Did the witnesses from sh&e council mention that the hospital
was cut off from the airstrip, so that no-one coblave been flown out had there been an
emergency?

Mrs J. HUGHES: No.

The CHAIRMAN : They did not mention that specifically. They mtiened that a bunch of
politicians rocked up, and they had to get thermftbe airstrip to town by boat.

Mrs Bennett: It was quite funny, because the airstrip wasattiand they go through the lake to
get there. Usually the RAC helicopter cannot camkake Grace because it has to be refuelled on
the way.

The CHAIRMAN : It is the distance involved.

Mrs Bennett: They ended up getting the boat in, but if tHexd been an emergency, it could have
caused a bit of a problem.

Mr Strevett: | am surprised that there was no emergencis gtobably not relevant, or a solution
to the sort of stupidity that | was referring tat bt was just very frustrating at the time. Itsva
unbelievable to see.

Mrs J. HUGHES: On top of the work you had to do on your farmoy yere also saving people.

Mr Strevett: Yes. | do not mind rescuing people; | supposgoae would do the same thing.
However -

The CHAIRMAN : We will make particular reference in our reptartpeople’s stupidity - in the
nicest possible way!

Mr Strevett: Yes, it is just something that we have noticed & is amazing to see it.

The CHAIRMAN : 1 will read you our closing statement so thati y\mow what will happen from
here. Again, thank you for your contribution te tommittee’s inquiry.

A transcript of the hearing will be forwarded touyfmr correction of typographical errors or errors
of transcription or fact. New material cannot h#aduced and the sense that the evidence cannot
be altered. Should you wish to provide additian&drmation or elaborate on particular points, you
should submit a supplementary submission for threnoittee’s consideration. If the transcript is
not returned within 10 days of receipt, we will deé to be correct - so you get 10 days to look it
over, make any corrections and send it back toTugat should be out within a week. Thank you
very much.

Hearing concluded at 4.26 pm




