
 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 

ANSWERS QUESTIONS PRIOR TO HEARING 

 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation  

 

Hon Brad Pettitt MLC asked:  

 
1. I refer to Native Vegetation Policy for Western Australia under Significant Issues Impacting the 

Agency on page 686 in Budget Paper No. 2 - Volume 2 and I ask: (a) How much natural vegetation is 

left on the Swan Coastal Plain;  

(b) How much natural vegetation on the Swan Coastal Plain is being lost each year legally and illegally; 

and  

(c) If the Department does not know the answers to (a) or (b), why is this not being monitored?  

 

Answer: …  

1 (a) – (c) Western Australia does not currently have a method for accurately measuring native 

vegetation extent or determining changes to native vegetation over time.  

The publicly-available Native Vegetation Extent dataset indicates that approximately 38.6 per cent of 

the original native vegetation remains within the Swan Coastal Plain Interim Biogeographic 

Regionalisation for Australia (IBRA) region.  

Through the Native Vegetation Policy, the State Government is investing in the development of a 

reliable tool to track changes in native vegetation extent using satellite imagery.  

 

2. I refer to the $2 million allocation for the ‘Ban on E-Waste to Landfill’ on page 702 of Budget Paper 

No. 2 Vol. 2 and I ask: what is it anticipated these funds will be spent on?  

Answer: …  

Grant funding for the ban on e-waste to landfill has been allocated over three years.  

Details of the grants program will be informed by the upcoming consultation with community and 

industry to ensure a smooth transition for the ban.  It is likely that grant funding will be provided to 

new e-waste collection and recycling infrastructure for processing of e-waste that would otherwise go 

to landfill.   

 

 

 Minister’s initials 

___________________ 

 



 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 

ANSWERS QUESTIONS PRIOR TO HEARING 

 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation  

 

Hon Wilson Tucker MLC asked:  

 

1. I refer to the Murujuga Rock Art Strategy:  

(a) Is the strategy overseen by a dedicated team within the Department: 

Answer:… 

Yes 

 

(i) If yes to a), what is the corporate overhead of the team;  

Answer:… 

The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) has allocated one dedicated 

full-time equivalent (FTE) to administer the Murujuga Rock Art Strategy and monitoring 

program, supported by an Aboriginal trainee officer at 0.5 FTE, a media officer, and executive 

oversight.  

 

(ii) If yes to a), please provide an explanation of the reporting and governance structure of the 

team;  

Answer:… 

The Strategy and monitoring program are jointly overseen by DWER and the Murujuga 

Aboriginal Corporation (MAC).  DWER and MAC meet monthly with the contractor and its 

sub-contractors to monitor implementation, and have a quarterly progress meeting.  An 

annual report on the Strategy is published on DWER’s website. 

 

(b) When is the next review of the strategy expected to commence; 

Answer:… 

The five-year review of the Strategy is scheduled for February 2024. 

 

(c) Please provide an update on the progress of the Monitoring Program:  

Answer: 

In April 2022, the Minister for Environment announced the publication of the Murujuga Rock Art 

Monitoring Program: Monitoring studies data collection and analysis plan.  This plan was subject to 

rigorous independent peer review by national and international experts.  The fieldwork and laboratory 

studies are being undertaken in accordance with this plan.  This includes completion of the wet season 

monitoring and installation of the first of air quality monitoring station in early April 2022, with all 

stations to be in place by the end of 2022.  

 

(i) Of the key stages associated with the program, what progress has been made to date; 

Answer:… 

All year one key stages have been completed and implementation of field work and 

laboratory monitoring studies (years two and three) has commenced.  The stakeholder 

workshop was held in May 2020.  The Murujuga rock art monitoring program – conceptual 

models was published in June 2021.  In September-October 2021 the monitoring team worked 

with the Murujuga Elders and Rangers to select monitoring sites.  Ranger training and 



 

capacity building are ongoing.  DWER will work with MAC to develop a formal training 

program for rangers.  

 

(ii) Is the implementation of the program still expected to be delivered within years 3-5; 

Answer:… 

Yes 

  

(iii) When will the results of monitoring be available for public review?  

Answer:… 

Results from the first year of monitoring studies will be available in 2023 

 

 

 

 

Minister’s initials 

             
____________________ 

 



 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 

ANSWERS QUESTIONS PRIOR TO HEARING 

 

Department of Water and Environmental Regulation  

 

Hon Tjorn Sibma MLC asked:  

 
1. Regarding the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Account on page 706:  

(a) What programs and initiatives account for the $21.3 million listed as 'Payments' in 2021-22 

Estimated Actual;  

(b) What programs and initiatives account for the $21.3 million listed as "Other' in 2021-22 Estimates 

Actual;  

Answer:… 

(a-b) Application of expenditure is consistent with the 2021-22 Waste Authority Business Plan and as 

required under section 80 of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007.  The expenditure is 

for the management, reduction, reuse, recycling, monitoring and measurement of waste.  

The 2021-22 Waste Authority Business Plan is published on the Waste Authority website and details 

42 programs and initiatives to be delivered in 2021-22.  This includes programs such as Household 

Hazardous Waste, the Better Bins Plus: Go FOGO, WasteSorted Schools and grants for waste 

infrastructure. 

 

(c) What programs and initiatives account for the $36.3 million listed as "Payments' in 2022-23;  

(d) What programs and initiatives account for the $21.3 million listed as "Other' in 2022-23; 

Answer:… 

(c-d) The $36.3 million budget is the sum of the budget allocated to the Waste Authority for the 2022-

23 Business Plan as required under section 80 of the Waste Avoidance and Resource Recovery Act 2007 

($21.3 million) and grants to support the Waste Export Ban ($15 million). 

I am currently considering the draft 2022-23 Business Plan.  The Business Plan will be published on the 

Waste Authority website when approved and will include the programs and initiatives to be funded.  

 

(e) Please elaborate on the $15 million attributed as a 'Grant to Waste Export Ban' in 2022-23.  

Answer:… 

Implementation of waste export bans across Australia for glass, mixed plastics and tyres commenced 

on 1 January 2021, 1 July 2021, and 1 December 2021 respectively. Export bans will commence for 

single polymer plastics on 1 July 2022 and paper and cardboard on 1 July 2024.  

On 21 February 2021, the Commonwealth and Western Australian Governments announced $70 

million in joint funding for waste infrastructure in Western Australia to process material impacted by 

the bans.  Eight new projects were announced to process approximately 140,000 tonnes of plastic and 

tyre waste every year. 

 

2. Regarding the Contaminated Sites Management Account on page 706:  

(a) Please list the $251,000 of investigations and site remediations that occurred in the 2020-21 Actual;  

Answer:… 

In 2020-21, the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions (DBCA) received a further 

grant of $250,000, for additional investigations and risk assessment at the former Pemberton Timber 

Mill.  Payments totalling $1,345 were also made towards further investigations at a former service 

station at 145 Albany Highway in Mount Melville.   

 



 

(b) Please list the $208,000 of investigations and site remediations that occurred in the 2021-22 

Estimated Actual; and 

(c) Please list the $208,000 of investigations and site remediations planned for the 2022-23 Budget 

Year.  

Answer:… 

(b)-(c) In 2021-22, the Department of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES) received a further grant of 

$110,000 to continue investigations at its O’Connor fleet depot. 

The Department of Water and Environmental Regulation (DWER) has recommended additional grants 

be made to the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage (DPLH) to complete site investigations 

and human health and ecological risk assessments at the Deanmill Timber Mill in Manjimup 

($100,000); and to DFES to continue investigations at the Denmark Volunteer Fire Station ($65,000), 

and the Fremantle Fire Station ($90,000).  Depending on the timing of payments, these grants are 

expected to cross both 2021-22 and 2022-23.  Further grants or payments for 2022-23 are yet to be 

determined.   

 

3. Regarding the Pilbara Environmental Offsets Fund on page 707:  

(a) Please describe the specific offset project and/or landscape conservation project funded in 2020-21 

Actual; 2021-22 Estimated Actual; and proposed to be funded in 2022-23; 

Answer:… 

Please note all figures include GST.  

The Budadee Aboriginal Corporation has delivered the first project to manage Calotropis procera 

along rivers at Tharra (the Woodstock Abydos Aboriginal Reserve).  

Phase 1 of the project was allocated $204,134.26. 

$128,736.30 was spent in 2020-21; and 

$75,397.96 is the estimated actual expenditure for 2021-22.    

$51,892.50 is the estimated actual expenditure for Phase 2 in 2021-22; and 

$246,130.00 is the budget allocation for 2022-23 for Phase 2 of this project. 

A project investigation at Marillana Station was run by Greening Australia in 2021-22. 

$16,697.23 was spent in 2021-22 on this investigation.  

The Fund’s Project Recommendation Group is currently considering business cases and project 

proposals of a total of approximately $450,000 per annum.  

Until recommendations are made by the Project Recommendation Group and approved by the 

Minister for Environment, an accurate annual financial year expenditure estimate by project is not 

available. 

 

(b) With respect to the above actions, how and by whom is expenditure to projects allocated and 

authorised?  

Answer:… 

The Fund’s Project Recommendation Group (comprised of biodiversity and conservation project 

experts) from DWER, DBCA, and the Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Water and the 

Environment, assess project business cases and detailed project plans and make recommendations to 

the Minister for Environment regarding funding allocation.    

The State and Commonwealth Ministers for Environment liaise to endorse projects that relate to 

Matters of National Environmental Significance.   

The Project Recommendation Group may also seek advice from the Fund’s implementation advisory 

group comprised of representatives from the Association of Mining and Exploration Companies, 

Chamber of Minerals and Energy of Western Australia, DBCA, DPLH, the Western Australian 

Biodiversity Science Institute, and natural resource management agencies when assessing project 

applications.  

DWER administers the Fund under the Financial Management Act 2006.  Once the Minister approves 

funding, DWER establishes a funding agreement with the project deliverer, and payments are made 

through the Department’s expenditure authorisation process 



 

4. With respect to paragraph 11 on page 687, please indicate: 

(a) The volume of proposals, works approvals and licence applications DWER and EPA were processing 

at budget cut-off which originated from:  

 

(i) the mining sector;  

Answer: 

75 - License Applications 

78 - Works Approvals 

43 - Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) Services was processing the following number 

of section 38 referrals and formal assessments at 12 May 2022 

 

(ii) the oil and gas sector; 

Answer:… 

6 - License Applications 

4 - Works Approvals 

13 - Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) Services was processing the following number 

of section 38 referrals and formal assessments at 12 May 2022 

  

(iii) the renewables sector;  

Answer:… 

1 - License Applications 

2 - Works Approvals 

7 - Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) Services was processing the following number of 

section 38 referrals and formal assessments at 12 May 2022 

 

 

(b) For FY 2021-22, how many proposals, works approvals and licence applications were processed by 

DWER and EPA within statutory timeframes for:  

 

(i) the mining sector;  

Answer:… 

27 - License Applications 

42 - Works Approvals 

5 - For decision by the EPA on whether to assess a referred proposal (section 38G), the 

following numbers of proposals were processed within the statutory 28-day timeframe: 

2 - For reports by the EPA on assessment of proposals (section 44), the following number of 

proposals were processed within the statutory six-week timeframe:  

 

(ii) the oil and gas sector; and  

Answer:… 

0 - License Applications 

1 - Works Approvals 

0 - For decision by the EPA on whether to assess a referred proposal (section 38G), the 

following numbers of proposals were processed within the statutory 28-day timeframe: 

0 - For reports by the EPA on assessment of proposals (section 44), the following number of 

proposals were processed within the statutory six-week timeframe:  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(iii) the renewables sector: 

Answer:… 

0 - License Applications 

0 - Works Approvals 

3 - For decision by the EPA on whether to assess a referred proposal (section 38G), the 

following numbers of proposals were processed within the statutory 28-day timeframe: 

1 - For reports by the EPA on assessment of proposals (section 44), the following number of 

proposals were processed within the statutory six-week timeframe:  

 

(c) For each proposal, works approval and licence application submitted FY 2021-22, what was the 

average length of time for assessment in days for:  

 

(i) the mining sector;  

Answer:… 

85 working days - License Applications 

76 working days - Works Approvals 

 

(ii) the oil and gas sector: 

Answer:… 

87 working days - License Applications 

77 working days - Works Approvals 

 

(iii) the renewables sector?  

Answer:… 

35 working days - License Applications 

79 working days - Works Approvals 

 

All proposals referred (submitted) in 2021-22 and determined to require formal assessment by 

the EPA are still under assessment 

 

5. Regarding paragraphs 13 to 15 inclusive concerning Environment Online, please outline when all 

project elements will be delivered and by what date?  

Answer:… 

DWER is working towards 16 August 2022 as the ‘go live’ date of Environment Online.  This will 

provide proponents with online access to key parts of the environmental impact assessment process. 

 

The Environment Online Program will continue to be released in stages over coming years to fully 

automate and simplify business.  Despite the impacts of COVID-19, a highly competitive IT and 

Environmental specialist labour market, and an ambitious legislative change agenda, DWER remains 

optimistic of releasing the full functionality within the originally scoped timeframe of the end of Q3 

2024. 

 

6. Regarding 'Streamline WA' on page 688, please outline each specific measure referred to in the 

claim that the department is "implementing a series of practical initiatives to simplify the approvals 

and regulatory processes"; for example:  

(a) which regulatory burdens on proponents have been reduced; 

Answer:… 

DWER has amended around 60 per cent of industry licences to reduce the reporting burden on licence 

holders.  Approximately 300 businesses will no longer be required to submit annual environmental 

reports; another 300 will now be reporting biennially instead of annually.   

This will assist industry to continue their core business and allow DWER to focus on higher risk 

premises.  DWER is looking to apply this practice to other regulatory instruments. 



 

(b) how many unnecessary referrals to the EPA have been avoided?  

Answer:… 

New regulations are being drafted to cut the number of planning referrals by more than 50 per cent, 

freeing local governments, planners, developers, Western Australian Planning Commission and EPA 

officers from administrative burden. 

 

7. Regarding 'Climate Change' listed at page 686 could you please advise the data set or sets the 

Government will rely upon in setting sectoral emissions reduction strategies (SERS)?  

Answer:… 

The Sectoral Emissions Reduction Strategies (SERS) are intended to provide robust pathways with 

tangible actions for reducing emissions consistent with the Western Australian Government’s target of 

net zero emissions by 2050.  In developing the SERS, the Government will consider a range of 

information sources, including publically available data produced by the Commonwealth government 

as well as insights gained through industry consultation. 

 

8. Regarding SERS on page 686, how many sectors are covered by the proposal and what consultation 

has occurred with each?  

Answer:… 

The SERS will collectively address all sources of emissions consistent with the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change and the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

reporting guidelines.  In May 2022, the Minister for the Environment; Climate Action held an initial 

roundtable with peak body representatives from a range of Western Australian industry sectors. The 

Government is finalising the approach to further detailed consultation based on advice from the 

independent climate change advisory firm, Pollination. 

 

9. What will be the impact of SERS (referred to on page 686) on Government Trading Enterprises, 

particularly:  

(a) Synergy; and  

(b) Water Corporation?  

Answer: …  

9(a) - (b) The emissions and emission reduction opportunities associated with Government Trading 

Enterprises, including Synergy and the Water Corporation, will be considered as part of the analysis 

and modelling undertaken for the SERS.  

 

 

Minister’s initials 

  
____________________ 
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