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REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON ESTIMATES AND FINANCIAL OPERATIONS 

IN RELATION TO THE 

BUDGET ESTIMATES 2008/09 

1 REFERENCE AND PROCEDURE 

The estimates of expenditure 

1.1 Government revenue goes into the Consolidated Account1, which is the major source 
of funding for the State public sector.2  The ‘estimates of expenditure’ comprise the 
Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Bills and the supporting documentation 
(Budget Papers).  On an annual basis these are presented to Parliament in order that 
Government may access or ‘appropriate’ money from the Consolidated Account to 
fund expenditure by the Government over a given financial year.3   

1.2 It is a function of the Estimates and Financial Operations Committee (Committee) to 
consider and report to the Legislative Council (Council) on the estimates of 
expenditure laid before the Council each year.4   

1.3 This report relates to the Committee’s Ongoing Hearings held in relation to the 
Budget Estimates for 2008/09.5   

The Committee’s approach 

1.4 The Committee adopted a Budget Estimates Hearings approach for this task as 
follows: 

i) hearings held throughout the year (Ongoing Hearings); and 

ii) hearings held soon after the Budget Papers are tabled in the House, over one 
to three consecutive days (Annual Hearings). 

                                                 
1  Subsequent to the assent of the Financial Management Act 2006 on 21 December 2006, the Consolidated 

Fund is now called the Consolidated Account.   
2  The major revenue sources for the Western Australian Government include taxes, imposts, fines, rates, 

duties, royalties and Commonwealth Government grants:  section 64, Constitution Act 1889, and section 
8 of the Financial Management Act 2006. 

3  Section 72, Constitution Act 1889.   
4  Term of reference 2.3(a). 
5  The 2008/09 Budget Statements were tabled in the Legislative Council on 8 May 2008.  The 

Appropriation (Consolidated Account) Bill (No. 1) 2008 and the Appropriation (Consolidated Account) 
Bill (No. 2) 2008 were assented to on 29 June 2008. 
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1.5 The Committee in 2005 commenced a program of ongoing estimates hearings 
throughout the year which is supplemented by a one day session of ‘traditional’ 
annual estimates hearings (concentrating solely on the contents of the Budget Papers) 
immediately following the tabling of the Budget Papers in the Council.   

1.6 The hearings are intended to provide all Members of the Council (Members) with the 
opportunity to question a range of government departments and agencies invited to 
attend for the purpose of examining the estimates of expenditure for a given year.   

1.7 The Committee’s approach is aimed at ensuring that the estimates process is effective 
and worthwhile and that Members have adequate time and opportunity to question 
government departments and agencies. 

2 ONGOING HEARINGS 

2.1 The Committee conducted Ongoing Hearings in relation to the 2008/09 Budget in 
June and December 2008.   

2.2 To assist the Committee in determining which agencies to examine, the Committee 
surveyed all Members.  Forms were distributed to Members asking them to nominate 
the agencies they would like to appear.   

2.3 The Committee received eight responses nominating 17 different agencies to appear.  
Of these, three agencies were able to be included in the Committee’s program.  Five of 
the agencies nominated had been included in the Committee’s Annual Hearings in 
relation to the 2008/09 Budget.  A number of Members withdrew their nominations 
when the Committee sought to confirm their interest in the agency.  Due to the 
prorogation of the Legislative Council on 7 August 2008, and the Committee’s heavy 
workload subsequent to the resumption of the Parliament in November 2008, the 
Committee was not able to include all of the agencies nominated in its hearings 
program.   

2.4 The agencies which the Committee heard from are listed in Table 1 below. 

Table 1 

Ongoing Budget Estimate Hearings 

Date Agency 

Department of the Legislative Council  

Parliamentary Services Department 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

16 June 2008 

Department of Sport and Recreation 
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Date Agency 

WA Sports Centre Trust 

Department of Health 

9 December 2008 Public Transport Authority 

2.5 The Committee observed a Procedure Policy for the conduct of the hearings.  The 
Procedure Policy is attached at Appendix 1.   

2.6 All Members were notified of the hearings and invited to participate.   

2.7 All of the hearings were public and the proceedings were recorded by Hansard.  Full 
transcripts of the evidence taken at the hearings can be found at the Committee’s web 
page.6 

Questions on notice 

2.8 In accordance with the Procedure Policy, the Committee invited Members to submit 
questions on notice two weeks prior to a hearing.   

2.9 During the Ongoing Hearings a number of questions were taken on notice.   

2.10 If any Member was unable to ask all their questions in the scheduled period, they were 
provided with the opportunity to submit those questions in writing at the end of the 
hearing. 

2.11 Copies of the questions and answers can be found on the Committee’s web page.7 

Issues raised at the hearings 

2.12 This section provides a point form summary of some of the subjects that were raised 
during the hearings.  Refer to the transcripts of the evidence and supplementary 
information for a complete record of the hearings.8 

Department of the Legislative Council  

• refurbishment of the Legislative Council Chamber to accommodate additional 
members 

                                                 
6  http://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/web/newwebparl.nsf/iframewebpages/Committees+-+Current (current 

at 12 August 2009). 
7  Ibid. 
8  Ibid. 
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• public awareness and information campaign 

• Members induction and professional development programs 

Parliamentary Services Department 

• refurbishment of the Legislative Council Chamber  

• fountain and forecourt area development 

• cost of the two Houses sitting at different times 

• energy consumption at Parliament House 

• water consumption at Parliament House 

• sustainability and waste minimising disposal policy 

Department of Indigenous Affairs 

• restructure of the Department of Indigenous Affairs 

• Director General’s Group on Indigenous Affairs 

• strategic intervention package initiative 

• regional partnership agreements under the Aboriginal Justice Agreements 

• broken asbestos in housing in Aboriginal communities 

• partnerships with the Department of Indigenous Affairs 

Department of Sport and Recreation 

• development of a new football stadium 

• motor-sport study by GHD consultancy  

• access to water catchment areas 

• new netball training centre 

• state trail bike strategy 

WA Sports Centre Trust 

• contracts with Supersonic for the Rock-iT concert 
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• leak at Challenge Stadium 

• options for management of the Perth Arena 

• impact of the Perth Arena on Challenge Stadium 

• strategic plan 

Department of Health 

• attraction and retention of staff 

• high dependency unit at Armadale Hospital 

• obstetric services 

• tobacco control 

• Kalamunda Community Care 

• redevelopment of Kalamunda Hospital 

• inter-hospital transfer of mental health patients 

• mental health beds at the Broome Regional Resource Centre 

• indigenous mental health 

• readmission rates at mental health facilities 

• waiting times in hospital emergency departments 

• suicide prevention action plan 

• clinical risk assessment and management training package 

• respecting patient choices program 

Public Transport Authority 

• pensioner and seniors travel 

• railway extension to Butler 

• Perth-Bunbury high speed train feasibility study 

• parking at train stations 
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• upgrade to Edgewater station 

• refurbishment of Queens Park train station 

• patronage numbers on rail and bus services 

• hydrogen fuel cell bus trial 

• works to Victoria Park station 

Committee Comment 

2.13 The Committee was pleased with how the fourth series of Ongoing Hearings have 
been conducted and with the quality of the responses provided by agencies.   

2.14 The Committee noted that only a limited number of non-Committee Members 
attended the hearings.  The Committee reminds Members that it has established the 
Ongoing Hearings in order to provide Members with adequate time and opportunity to 
question government agencies in detail.  The Committee encourages all Members of 
the Council to participate in order to ensure that an effective and worthwhile estimates 
process is conducted. 

 

 
 
____________________ 
Hon Giz Watson MLC 
Chair 

Date:  13 August 2009 
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