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Dear Chair

RESPONSE TO JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE COMMISSIONER FOR CHILDREN
AND YOUNG PEOPLE REPORT NO. 3: THE MERITS OF APPOINTING A COMMISSIONER FOR
ABORIGINAL CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE

Thank you for your letter dated 25 March 2022 regarding the consultation process aimed at informing
whether to establish a distinct Commissioner for Aboriginal children and young people in line with
the recommendations of Report 3 of the Joint Standing Committee on the Commissionerfor Children
and Young People (JSCCCYP). I appreciate your patience as Government properly considered this
important matter.

The Western Australian Government remains committed to improving outcomes for all our State s
Aboriginal people, with a specific focus on Aboriginal children and young people.

I am pleased to advise that the engagement process has now been completed, and a number of
government departments and key stakeholders were consulted, including the current Commissioner
for Children and Young People (CCYP).

Overall, stakeholders supported improved advocacy and better outcomes for Aboriginal children and
young people however noted that there are a number of existing measures that could achieve this
without the need for legislative reform. These measures include the Western Australian
Government s Commitment to Aboriginal Youth Wellbeing, the first appointment of an Aboriginal
person as the State’s CCYP, the continuing roll out of the Kimberley Juvenile Justice Strategy, the
release of the Aboriginal Empowerment Strategy, the expansion of the Target 120 program and a
range of other initiatives that are being progressed under the National Agreement on Closing the
Gap.

In its consideration of this matter, Government noted that it is not clear how any divergence of
approach or difference in opinion between a CCYP and a Commissionerfor Aboriginal Children and
Young People with equivalent powers (as recommended by the JSCCCYP in Recommendation 3)
would be resolved.

The Western Australian Government has concluded that enhanced oversight of outcomes for
Aboriginal children and young people may be achieved under the existing statutory framework, and
will be the subject of further work between the Government and the current CCYP.

The CCYP has advised Government that she is reviewing the structure and resourcing of her office
with a view to enhancing its capacity to respond to the needs of Aboriginal children and young
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people. The Government will give careful consideration to any funding submission from the CCYP
designed to achieve this outcome.

This is consistent with the findings of the 2013 Review of the Commissioner for Children and Young
People Act 2006, which considered whether the Act should be amended to establish a separate
statutory position (Deputy Commissioner) dedicated to Aboriginal children and young people. It
stated:  Rather than mandating the establishment of a position of Deputy Commissioner, the review
considers that the Commissioner should retain the discretion and flexibility to use existing
mechanisms available under the Act to ensure that the interests of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children and young people, or other priority groups, are addressed .

In addition, the recent appointment of a newly created Senior Assistant Ombudsman (Aboriginal
Engagement and Collaboration) will provide opportunity for collaboration and shared outcomes
across the office of the CCYP and Ombudsman WA. The Ombudsman has advised that the new
Senior Assistant Ombudsman, which can only be filled by an Aboriginal person, leads a new
Aboriginal Engagement and Collaboration Team within Ombudsman WA created to provide a key
resource to agencies including the CCYP, co-located at Albert Pacey House.

He further advised that this new senior position and team was designed  to provide a very significant
increase in Ombudsman l/VA s capacity to listen to, learn from, and engage and collaborate with
Aboriginal people and Aboriginal organisations across the entirety of the State (including significant
rural and remote engagement)  and “to recognise the tragic overrepresentation in a number of key
jurisdictions of the Ombudsman (such as the child death review function) and to add additional
capacity and capability to reduce this overrepresentation. 

I trust the above addresses the recommendations contained within Report 3 and sincerely thank the
JSCCCYP for its thorough and diligent consideration of this matter.
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