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Select Committee into Local Government

Interim Report–Extension of time
1.1

On 26 June 2019 the Legislative Council established the Select Committee into Local
Government (Committee) to inquire into how well the system of local government is
functioning in Western Australia.

1.2

The Committee’s terms of reference are as follows: 1
The select committee is to inquire into how well the system of local government is
functioning in Western Australia, with particular reference to —
(a)

whether the Local Government Act 1995 and related legislation is generally suitable
in its scope, construction and application;

(b)

the scope of activities of local governments;

(c)

the role of the department of state administering the Local Government Act 1995 and
related legislation;

(d)

the role of elected members and chief executive officers/employees and whether
these are clearly defined, delineated, understood and accepted;

(e)

the funding and financial management of local governments; and

(f)

any other related matters the select committee identifies as worthy of examination
and report.

1.3

The Committee’s reporting date is 25 June 2020, being the last sitting day that is no later
than 12 months after the Committee was established.

1.4

On 25 May 2020 the Committee resolved to seek an extension of the date by which the
Committee is to report to the Legislative Council.

1.5

The Committee has received 276 submissions and held 20 hearings. The Committee’s terms
of reference are broad, and evidence provided to the Committee has raised a range of
complex matters.

1.6

An extension of time will enable the Committee to assess and deliberate on the significant
amount of material received, so as to properly discharge its reporting obligations to the
Legislative Council.

1.7

The Committee therefore requests an extension of time in which to report from 25 June 2020
to 26 November 2020.

Hon Simon O'Brien MLC
Chairman
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Hon Simon O’Brien, MLC, Western Australia, Legislative Council, Parliamentary Debates (Hansard), 26 June 2019,
pp 4616-17.
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Select Committee into Local Government
Date first appointed:
26 June 2019
Terms of Reference:
(1) That a Select Committee into Local Government is established
(2) The select committee is to inquire into how well the system of local government is functioning in
Western Australia, with particular reference to (a) whether the Local Government Act 1995 and related legislation is generally suitable in scope,
construction and application;
(b) the scope of activities of local governments;
(c) the role of the department of state administering the Local Government Act 1995 and related
legislation;
(d) the role of elected members and chief executive officers/employees and whether these are clearly
defined, delineated, understood and accepted;
(e) the funding and financial management of local governments; and
(f) any other related matters the Select Committee identifies as worthy of examination and Report.
(3) The select committee shall comprise five members.
(4) The select committee shall report by no later than 12 months after the motion for its establishment is
agreed to and may, if it sees fit, provide interim reports to the House.
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