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Statcs of the Commonwealth. It is only by
building up our population to a point where
we can talk to the Eastern States with the
power and authority of votes behind us that
we will be able to get fair political treat-
ment from those centres of power that at
present are dominating our lives and our
polities, Nelson T. Johnson, who was for
some Yyears Minister Plenipotentiary for
Ameriea in Australia, visited Western Auos-
tralia some time ago and went round the
South-West. Later he said he visnalised a
development there over a period of years
that would build up the population and
give us cities like Los Angeles. I do
not know if members knmow what the
|:opulation of Los Angeles is; if not,
I can tell them that it is 1,500,000, or
more than threc times that of the whole of
Wostern Australia. Mr, Johnson is =a
capable, intelligent man. I do not think he
would make such a statement merely for the
gake of being nice and to please those who
were listening to him. I believe he gave it
as his considered opinion of our possibilities
—not that we want ecities of such a magni-
tude as he snggested,

Hon. €. B. Williams: Hear, hear!

Hon. C. H. SIMPSON : Qur policy should
be one of decentralisation. However, that
was the expression of the views of n com-
petent ontsider, one who was able to appre-
ciate our possibilities and needs and one
who was capable of assessing the population
we could absorb.

In conclusion there is one point I would
like to stress. I refer to the need that exists
for unity of outlook and purpose in tackling
the tasks that lie abead. In Australia we
have now the greatest opportunity for ex-
pansion and development that we have ever
had. While there are some activities that
must engage our first attention, such as the
rehabilitation of our soldiers and members
of the other Armed Forces who went abroad
to fight for us and who have now to be re-
cstablished in our economy, there i5 also the
question of building up our population and
expanding our economy to take advantage
of the opportunities that are now presented
to us. There is a fairly vocal section of the
community talking about shorter hours—
they talk abont a 40-hour week—and about
improved working econditions. Those im-
provements might be quite desirable and
logical if we had full supplies of goods on
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our shelves and reserve stoeks of various
requirements readily availuble. That, how-
ever, is far from the position today. In fact,
Austraba is sumijarly situated to the man
who hos just recovered from a very serious
ilness, during which the whole of his
cnorgies and aetivities were engaged in
fighting his ailment and getting well. When
he is well ngain he has to pick up the threadsy
of his life where he dropped them. He has
to pay his doctor and his nurse; he has to
pick up the lag that inevitably occurg in
such a case when the normal activities of the
man have ceased.

That is our position today and it is foolish
to claim that we are in a better position than
that in which we actually are. There 15 a
lag that we have to pick up and make good.
We have to work harder and we must appiy
all our energies to the task if we are to fulfil
the ideu] of u nation properly provided for,
with plenty of goods in reserve. This is
not just political talk; it is sheer eeonomire
necessity,  Until we realise that we have
to pick up that lag, we will never get our
fect firmly planted on the road to recovery
and we will never put gur house in arder.

HON. G. BENNETTS (South) [5.23):
Like Mr. Simpson, J, too, am new to the
House, and I must confess to being rather
nervous secing that I have no knowledge
of the Standing Orders or the rules of de-
bate. No doubt we three new members will
duly fall into line and we will soon get to
know what is required of us. For my part,
I am glad to find that among the members
are some ] have known for a long perind.
I am sure that we will prove to he of assis-
tance to each other during the course of
the session.

First of all, I would like to congratulate
you, Mr. President, upon your elevation to
your present high and honourable position.
Having known you for so long, I feel sure
you will be able to fulfil the duties of Presi-
dent with success equal to that of your pre-
decessor in office. I also extend my con-
gratulations to the newly-appointed Chair-
man of Committees. It is certainly grati-
fying to me to enter this Chamber to find
that two goldfielders are occupying the two
highest offices in the Chamber.

Hon. C. B. Williams: You should keep
that to yourself a hit!
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Hon. G. BENNETTS: I also extend my
congratulations to the Chief Secretury. I
know of his great ability and I feel con-
fident that when he proceeds to London and
finds himself beside ancther man who has
been busy in establishing a vecord for Aus-
tralta, a man who is looked upou through-
out the world as an outstanding figure—I
refer to Dr. Evatt—those two gentlemen
will do mueh to maintain the high prestige
of Australin not only in Great Brifain but
in foreign countries as well. On behalf of
the people of the South Province, I wish to
pay a tribute to their past member, Sir
John Kirwan. He and I were pioneers of
the Goldfields 50 years ago, and we have
worked together on many committees. We
have worked together on the Dads’ Associa-
tion, the Red Cross Socicty and dozens of
other organisations. I ¢an assure members
that Sir John is looked upon as a great citi-
zen of Western Ausiralia, one who has
worked not for his party alone but for the
State in general. On behalf of the electors
of the South Province, I desire to place on
record their appreciation of his services to
Western Australia.

During his remarks, Mr. Simpson dealt
with a number of important matters to
which I intended to refer. Included
among them was the subject of edueation.
Nowadays, people are looking for some-
thing new in eduecational methods. On
the other hand, in the big provinee 1
represent, which extends from Ravensthorpe
to the border of South Australia and back
to Kalgoorlie, there are many places he-
tween Esperance and Narseman in  the
mallee districts where there are no schools
nt all. In some instanees, the number- of
children available is not sufficient to admit
of the Education Department providing
schools, and the young people there have to
participate in the correspondence courses.
In many instances, the families are not
financially stronz enough to afford an ade-
quate edueation for the children, and much
ol the young people’s time is taken up by
labour on the land, with the result that they
suffer a corresponding loss from the stand-
point of edueation.

I would like the Government to consider
the provision of rural schools whereby child-
ren could be brought from outlying centres
o central schools established in various parts
of the outback country. Today there 15 a
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home at Esperance where Goldfields child-
ren are accommodated for holidays and the
enjoyment of the fresh sea air. I was
wondering whether later on the Government,
probably by the provision of a small subsidy,
could enable the children to be sent from the
mallee distriets to Esperance where they could
be accommodated in the home and receive
some education while at the same time bene-
fiting from the change of air, particularly
as that could be done at a time when the
premises were not required by the children
from the Goldfields. The way in which some
of the people are living in the outback dis-
tricts is a e¢rying shame; they are rearing
big families and are bandicapped in all
direetions.

Hon. C. B, Williams: They have nothing
else to do.

Hon. G. BENNETTS : I have rearcd seven
children myself on earnings just above the
basic wage. I know the hardships suffered
by the people in the back couniry. When
my parents went to the Goldfields, we were
taken there by team and my mother had
five little children to care for. Such were
the hardships suffered by the pioneers. We
must loock for something better; we must
do the best we possibly ean for our people.
The rural sehools will no doubt mnke a dif-
ference in the lives of the children and con-

sideration must be given to their establish-
ment,

The mining district occupies a big part
of my province and I am greatly con-
cerned about the mines getting into full pro-
duction again, We know that large quan-
tities of mining machinery were taken away
during the war. I was acting on various
corninitlees at the time with the representa-
tives of the Prime Minister and the Cham-
ber of Mincs. We all knew how vital it was
for this machinery to be sent to various
parts of the world for the protection of
Ausiralia and we agreed that the country’s
protection eame first. That machinery was
taken gversen and to various parts of Aus-
tralia, where it was placed on foundations.
Time will be required to dismantle it and,
with the scarcity of shipping, some time may
elapse before it is returned. However, we
hope the machinery will be returned at an
early date and again be available in order
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that our mines may be in full production
aguin, All these things, however, cannot be
long overnight,

A great disadvantage in the mallee eoun-
iry, as on the Goldtields, is shortage of
water. A good railway service and an ade-
quate water supply are vital in our outback
disiriets, At Norseman people are paying
10s. for 1,000 gallons of water. They con-
stder that charge outrageous to people liv-
ing in and developing our back country. I
notice in the Speech that the Government
has started to enlarge the Stirling and other
dams, and tbis should help to overcome the
shortage in our outback distriets. I take it
that the country people will benefit from the
extra storage of water., 1 also notice in the
Speech that the Government has initiated a
programme for new locomotives and rolling-
stoek, This work is of paramount import-
ance.

Spenking as & railwayman of 35 yeary’
experience, I say withont fear of successful
contradiction that the new fype of rolling-
stoek, wagons and so on, will prove of the
greatest assistance to people in the ontback
districts, especially to farmers, who have
been short of trucks for the transport of
their eommodities. There has been a short-
age of trucks in my distriet for the trans-
port of firewood and mining timber; but
the greatest bugbear to the people of the
Goldfields is the shortaze of passenger cars.
For the past two or three years, Goldfields
residents have been queueing up all night
in order to get accommodation to proceed
to the coast. The Government has under
construction a new type of car that will
be a credit to the State; in faet, it will
be outstanding in the Commonwealth, I
myself have seen the car which has been
built for inspection by engineers and others
with a view to their making suggestions
for its improvement. We must overcome
the slowness of train travel.

The journey from Kaligoorlie to Perth
now takes longer than it did 35 years ago.
When I was a conductor then, we left
Kaigoorlie at 5 o’clock in the afterncon
ond reached Perth at 9.20 am.: today, the
train does not reach Perth until 10.20 a.m.,
a difference of one hour. Sinee air frans-
port to the Goldficlds has been inaugurated
first-class passenger traflic has dropped
considerably, We must therefore consider
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the expenditure of additional money
brighten up the railway system. In n
opinion, what is required on the Kalgoorl
line is a Dicsel train that could leave K
goorlie at 8 a’clock in the evening and rea
Perth, I should say, at 9 o’clock in tl
morning. The present train oceupies 17-
hours in running and its average spe
is about 20 miles an hour.

Better facilities should be provided fi
second-class passengers on that line. Peop
with families cannot afford to travel firs
class, and some of the second-class cor
dor earriages have not got doors ar
are therefore open to the weath
with the result that women and chik
ren are forced to sit in draughty eon
partments, Onr Commissioner has recent
been in the Eastern States and with h
years of experience he should be able, :
a result of his visit, to make suggestio
to the Minister for a heating system to 1
installed in the trains. The local gover
ing hodies on the Goldfields have for vea:
been trying to get better conditions on tl
trains, but the Commissioner on all o
easions hay failed to give those bodies
favourable reply. We have not heen su
cessful in seeuring a revision of the freigi
charges for which we asked. Surely tl
people in the outlying districts are entitle
to some consideration in this respeet.

Mothers travelling with their famili
are unable fo get hot water for the
children’s food. Nearly always the secon
class passengers must wait until the firs
class passengers have had their meal.
was on the train the other night and the
was not sufficient food for the secon:
tlass passengers. I am continually recer
ing requests—I have one in my pocket :
the moment—for Diesel coaches on
Esperance to Kalgoorlie line. The letts
which I have states that 20 honrs are ocor
pied on the run from Coolgardie to Espe
ance. That is on what is ealled the mixe
train; but there is a “flier” once a week an
people would rather wait a week in Espe
ance to travel on that train. The provisic
of Diesel coaches on that line would not on
afford better facilitics for the people, |
which they are entitled, but wounld make £
decentralisation.

I bave heen going about the eity of Perl

recently and everywhere I went T found th:
every amenity was provided for the it
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dweller—picture shows, dances, beaches,
swimming pools, and so on. People in the
ountback districts, particularly the women-
folk, have only a camp or a little hut. Dur-
ing the doy the busband ean talk to his
fellow workmen, but for the woman there is
nothing. We should try to get community
centres. There are certain railwny eamps
each with accommodation for six to eight
men. Two of these gangs could be put inlo
2 centre and then perhaps a school could
be provided which could be used for the
amusement of the parents of the children at
night-time, The womentolk would certainly
then have more company. [ hope the Govern-
ment will do something in that direction.

Every consideration must be extended to
the prospeetor. It is as a result of his efforts
that mining communities spring up through-
out the Goldfields, At present there are
many returned soldiers prospecting the out-
back country. I saw some at Widgiemooltha
the other day. They said they were deing
well and thought there would be at least 600
men in the distriet by Christmas. These
people require houses; but the prices whieh
the Workers' Homes Board is charging are
ceonsidered too high. What the outback
people reguire is o small type of house cost-
ing in the vicinity of £400 or £500. I under-
stand the board has only one application
from Norseman for a workers’ home; the
people there consider the price too high.
Yet there are people at Norseman living on
verandahs. That is not right, espeeially when
they have little children.

We are all aware that the slowness in pro-
ceeding with the erection of houses is due
to the shortage of manpower in the timber-
mills and that that shortage is caused by the
absence of amenities at the mills. Conse-
quently the timber is not available for build-
ing purposes. I would like fo sce 1nore
houses built in country districts, During my
walks about the city I have seen many homes
in course of erection. In the past 10 years
only 10 houses have been erected in Boulder
and 10 in Kalgoorlie, and naturally the
Goldfields people are feeling somewhat hos-
tile about the matter,

Rural hospitals are required in the out-
back distriets and T notice that it is the
Government’s policy to provide them. They
are especially needed for maternity eases.
Owing to the slow transport service to which
T have relerred, people in the outback dis-
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triets are conecrned about the lack of hospi-
tal accommodalion. Anything we do in the
way of provision of hospitals and schools
will encourage people to settle in the conntry
and rear families. We urgently need popula-
tion and our best immigrant is the Aus-
tralinn-born child. It has been proved in
this war that they are outstanding. The
Australian soldier was placed on all fronts
of all battlefields. We should encourage an
increase in population even by going to the
trouble and expense of giving amenities to
these young parents, because by so doing,
we would achieve something worth while, We
would also keep them away from the many
viees which might tempt them today.

Much of what I wanted to say has been
said by other members, so I have little more
to add. I am very interested in the ques-
tion of T.B. in catile in outback places, We
have appointed 2 board in Kalgoorlie to deal
with this matter, and I think that the subjeet
will come before Parliament at an early date
when members will have an opportunity of
speaking on it. I think there is neced for
more testing of stoek to provent disemse. 1o
conclusion 1 would like to comment on Mr.
Baxter’s remarks in congratulating the new
members. He will find that I will be a law-
abiding citizen who wil] be of assistance to
the people of Western Australia.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [5.47]: I desire to add my con-
gratulations to those already expressed to
you, Sir, on your elevation to the Presi-
dency. It i3 a well-carned and richly-de-
served honour. I also desire to congratulate
Mr. Seddon on his election to the Chairman-
ship of Committecs. I know that both you,
Sir, and Mr. Seddon, will each do a good
job in your respective offices. I trust that
Mr. Seddon will soon be restored to health

so that he may fulfil the duties attaching
to his new position.

May I also compliment the Chief Secre-
tary on his appointment to the Agent
Generalship of Western Australia in Lon-
don. We, who know him so well, fully
realise his sterling qualities and are eon-
scious of the wisdom of the Goversment’s
choice. We know that the high prestige
which Western Australia enjoys in London
will be safe in the hands of Mr. Kitson,
but we are going to miss him in this
With all due respect to the



