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there is no need to deal closely with the
financial proposals now, as probably in
a couple of weeks the Premier will make
his finaneial statement. I reeognise that
this question requires the attention both
of AMinisterialists and Oppositionists, for
we must try to do something to sfop
the present drift from eontinuing.
Apparently the change of Ministers
has not done that, for month by
month, with monctonous regnlarity,
a  further defleit is reported. T
hope during the next few weeks some
praposals will be forthecoming to impiove
the position, and that the united wisdom
of members will be concentrated on the
question of bringing forward some pro-
posals which will improve the financial
position of the State. The member for
Claremont (Mr. Foulkes) made some sug-
pestions in his speech to his conslituents.
Mr. Taylor: A few civil servants.

Mr. OLOGTILEN : The meeting
was advertised as one of his elee-
tors. He suggested that the sal-
artes of members of the TUpper

House should be reduced by £100 a
year. I am not in sympathy with fhat.
I contend that there is ne justifieation Eor
the other House at all, but if it does exist
it is only vight that we should pay
members the salaries they receive to-day.
After all, tha{ is a very small matter, and
there is nothing statesmamlike about the
suggestion. Tt savours of the reform
proposals introduced Inst session for the
taxation of amusements, land agents, to-
bacconists, eteetera. Another suggestion
was Lo abolish the refreshment bar at Par-
linment Hourse during recess. If the
member for Claremont were lo take his
own expenditure in that respect as any
eriterion—I am not referring to him in
an uncomplimentary way—bhut if he were
to take the expenditure of the average
member during recess, he would find there
would be very little saving, even if his
reform were brought aboui. That pro-
posal alse is unworthy of serious con-
sideration, or, alt all evenis, to he placed
hefore his constituents at a special meet-
ing.
of the refreshment rooms during recess,
and T suppose one conld count them on
the fingers of one’s hand. T hope other

Very few members take advantage-
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members will bring forward proposals of
a more statesmanlike character as to the
reforms in financial matters than the ones
I bave mentioned. T will say no more. I
will have an opportunity when the Esti-
mates come on of dealing with the several
matters requiring atteniion, and I trust
that the position of aifairs in regard to
the working of legislation in this country
will be inore satisfactory this session than
during the last. I hope for a good deal
in the way of industrial legislation, and
would like lo see the amendment to the
Warkers’ Compensation Act earried. Also
an amendment should he made to the Ar-
bitration Act, and a litfle more attention
should be paid to the factory workers in
the Citv. So far as the franchise reform
is concerned, I hope the Government will
reconsider their decision, and if not pre-
pared to give us adult suffrage for the
Upper House, go at all evenis so far as
to grant household suffrage, and so allow
the large body of electors in Western
Australin an opportunity of saying who
is to make the legislaiion or who is fo
eontrol the affairs of the people.

My, SWAN (North Perth): The hon.
member for Torrest zaid that lhe dis-
cussion on lhe Address-in-Reply appears
to be getting unpopular. I quite agree
with him. Possibly if the discussion were
abandoned altogether, it might be to the
advantage of the country. There are just
twn or three sinall matters T want to
speak upon hefore the motion is put. I
was anxiows to hear some of the Minis-
ters in rveply to some of the things that
were stated hy this side before I got up
to speak, bul they do not seem to show
any disposition in that way. Therefore I
will get rid of my few remarks and allow
the thing to go. In the first place, the
most imporfant matter we have to econ-
sider is the question of finance. The
Premier fold us in his pre-sessional
speech thal he had no misgivings in re-
gard to the finances of the State. T am
pleaced he has not; he is about {he only
man in this eountry who has not very
considerable misgivings aboui them. What
appears to me as a new member, 2 mem-
ber of about twelve months standing, to
be one of the most necessary things to
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he dons in ecnneetion with Parliament
is to modernise the machinery of Gov:
ernment. 1f some altention were devoted
to that, there would be more likelihood
of zetting the wishes of the people given
expression to than is the case al the pre-
seni time. As far as the Address-in-Re-
ply is coneerned, it seems to me to con-
sist of throwing bouquets by snpporters
of the Ministers and the heaving of bricks
by members of the Opposition, and judg-
ine hiv ihe effect upon the Ministers, T
think we miczht save ourselves the (rouble
un both sides. In iny opinion, as I said,
there is every necessity for modernising
the machinery of Governmenl, but there
seems fo be no disposition on the part of
the present occupants of the Ministerial
henehes to lake any slep in that direc-
tion, The Labour party have a provision
in their platforn whereby the wishes of
the people ean be given effect to beiler
than anything we have had from the other
side. that is hy the adoption of the prin-
ciple of referendum. If this principle
were adopted it would get over the diffi-
euliv in econneetion with ihe Upper
House. and we wonld at least have the
wishes of the people given effect to there.
T think too there are many other matters
of importance that might be dealt with in
the sawe wayv. The member for Forrest
referved to the questivn of the redistribu-
tion of seals. I quite ngree with him that
redisiribution of seats is very necessary
tn wive the people of the State a fair
deal. As far as I am concerned I have
no anxiety to be ecalled upon to repre-
seni the wishes of S.000 eleciors in this
House. while the Minister for Works has
only to represent the wishes of some 1,200
T do noi think this ig a fair ihing at all.
A cood deal has been said about the fact
that 1 represent a minorily of the electors
of North Perth. Possibly T do, bul T have
ne dezire to be in that position, My
only wish is that as far as possible the
electors should be given fair representa-
tion: 1t does not matier whether they are
supporiers of the Governmenft or sup-
porters of the Labour party. As far as
I am coneerned it is no particular desire
of mine that the Labour party should
oeenpy the Ministerial benches. My chief
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gongern is te see the wizshes of the people
given effect to, and the gquestion with me
is measures and not individuals. I do not
care whou gives us the legislation, as long
as we wet it. As far as I am concerned if
the present Ministry arve prepared lo give
us the legislation asked for by a large
majorily of people in the couniry, then
I am quite prepared 10 aceept it from
them. T think a lot of time is wasted hy
the bitterness shown heiween parties. 1
feel that when we have fonght our bhattles
at the cleetions far more good will he
done for the people if we drop a lot of
the parly bitterness and devote our atten-
tiom o the legislatinon before us and do
the best For the interests oF the Stale we
govern. 1 hope my remarks are not giv-
ing an impression that all the bitterness
comes From this side. I recognise there is
bitterness shown on both sides, and as
fav a5 I am eoncerned T am a bitter op-
ponent of the policy of the present Gov-
ernment. T will fight lhem when a general
election comes alony. and [ will fight their
poliey all the time. But I think once a
general eleciion is over, more energy might
he devoled to ihe consideration of Lhe
welfare of the Slate rather than the wel-
fare of any particular pacty. The Pre-
mier in s pre-sessional speech prom-
ized Lpper House reform. As far as I am
coneerned I do not take the thing very
zeriously, Belore [ became a member of
Parhiament T was not quite gatisfied about
the earnestness of {he present Ministerial
party in connection with that partienlar
proposifion.  We found eandidates for
the Legislative Assembly fighting elee-
tions pledging themselves to the reform
of the Upper House by way of reduced
qualification, eteetern: at the same {ime
we found members of the same party wo-
ing ronnd and snpporting eandidates for
the Upper House who were absolulely
pledzed fo voie against a proposition of
that deseription. That is sufficient for me
abont the earnestness with which the Go-
vernment were approaching this cues-
tion. Tn that connection T agree to a large
extent with the eontention of the hon.
member for Forrest. The Ministerial party
who are standing in the way of this re-
form will have to suffer eventually as a
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resnit of their failure Lo recognise what
the bulk of the people are asking for and
as a vesult of their indifference to the ery
of the people for more demoeratic mea-
sures. Il is an absolute impossibility, in
my opinion, to get any measures on the
statute-book as far as industrial legisla-
tion is concerned that will give fair play
to the workers while we have the Legis-
lative Council existing as it is at present
eonstituied.

Mr. Jacoby: I do not think they have
thrown out anyihing.

M. SWAN: They unever throw out
anvthing at all.  We have a sofficiently
strong reactionary party or a eonservative
party in this Chamber io efficiently pre-
vent anvthing of that kind, but it is al-
wmost inconceivable that the Government,
praetically the same Government which
is oceupying the Treasury bench to-day,
sent along to {hat Chamber during the
life of the last Parliament a land tax,
and had it thrown back in their teeth,
after which they accepted it practically
withoul a murmur. .

The Minister for Works: It is on the
statute-hook now.

Mr. SWAN: That Act is not upon the
statute-book; what 15 on ihe statute-
hook is a hybrid imitation of that particu-
lar measure, and as fmr as I am con-
cerned it is of very little effect.

The Minister for Works: It does not
affect you.

Mr. SWAN: No, certaindly not, and i
dues nol affeet a great many more people
that it should sffect. who are more in
agreement with the lon. genfleman’s
politieal opinions than I am. If it did we
would not have so mueh (rouble ahout the
extension of the vailway system for the
purpose of opening up our agrieultural
lands. During the debate on the last Ad-
dress-in-Reply 1 =aid (hat {here was a
large area of land lving close Lo our
existing railways, the owners of which
land were nob attempting lo use it in fhe
interests of the State. That stalement was
made nof vnly by wmyself, but by other
members of lhe Opposition, and it was
denied by Ministers.  Notwithstanding
that fact. in the pre-sessional speech at
Bunbury we find the Premier saying thal
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e sounded a note of warming wo those
people holding unused lands along the

rallways. Why then bhis necessity for the
warning?  Nothing has malerialised;

the warning simply stopped there. Whilst
we have the present Legislative methods
it is only natural that the democratic por-
tion of the people of the State should
look not to the State but to the Federal
Parliament for the legislation that they
desire to see placed on the statute-book.
1t is only natural that they should go tu
the Federal Parliament for reasonable and
fair industiial laws. TFven in the case of
the shop assistants we find them preparing
for an appeal to the Federal Arbitration
Cowt in conneetion with rates of wages,
eteetera. Ii is no wonder o me that this
class of people, although np to recently
they bave not been looked upon as sirong
supporters of the party I belong to, are
thoronghly disappointed with the present
Government to whom they looked for a
fair deal. We found last session that
there was a lot of talk about the Saturday
half-holiday.  That is a proposal which
has my strongest support, and it is of
suflicient importance to have ¢laimed some
attention from the present Minislry. [t
has not reeeived any altention, and it is
only natural that the people concerned
should be looking somewhere else for as-
sistance. Another matter I want to have
a word or two to say npon before T sit
down is that double-barrelled atroeity, the
Minister for Lands’ proposed relrench-
ment, or what he considers necessary re-
trenchment in the publi¢c serviee comhined
with land settlement. This is a thing
which is beautiful in theory, but T am
afraid it will work out to the disadvant-
age of the State in practice. Taking a
commonsense view of the thing it appears
to me that the result of appealing to these
people will be that the very men most
required to do the work in these depart-
ments will be those who will apply to go
on the land. T do not want to he mis-
understood. T thoroughly believe that in
the ranks of onr civil servants we have
some of the best and most efficient em-
ployees of any State in Australia. T am
just as well satisfied that we have a
pretty fair percentage of wasters there;
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and in my opinion whether or not the
proposed reirenchment is necessary the
Ministers in charge of the several de-
parnnents should have sufficient pluck to
throw the wasters out. If they are suit-
able for the purpose they could then be
placed upon ihe land. But the trouble
with the resent scheme will he found to
be that as it encowrages the efficieni offi-
cers to leave the serviee and go upon the
land it is nol doing the best in the in-
teres.z of the State.  If this system is
gomd, why net apply i to the wages men
on the railways!  Generally speaking
these men would he far more likely to
make successtul farmers than would be
the officers of the clerical division. Yet it
i unever aitempted in connection with
any retrenchment in the Railway Depart-
ment or auy uther department from the
employees of which we might reasonably
expeet goud results as settlers on the land.

AMr. George: Are there any wasters in
the Railway Department?

AMr. SWAN: Yes. Possibly the mem-
ber funr Murray thinks they are fewer now
than formerly.

Mr. George: There ave not many in the
Railway Department.

Me. SWAN: The Railway Department.
like every other department, has lost
valiable ofticers through  retrenchment,
and | as well as the wmember tor Murray
could lay my hands on a good many was-
ters in the Railway Department and other
departments to-day. However, they will
not he found among the ¥s. and 8s. o day
men. who are generally worked out when
any pet scheme of vetrenchment eomes
alomg. There is ancther matter I am
clad to zee mentiousd in tlir Premier’s
pre--essional speech, pamely. the guestion
of the development of the Nerth-West,
Novwithstanding the attentivu the Premier
has devoted to that matier and the faet
that ke helieves he realises (he great pos-
sihilities nf the North-Wes~t, T do not
think the Premier or any ofher member
of the Houze who has not made a lengthy
visit to that part of the country thor-
ouclily appreciates the potentialities of
that portion of the State.

Tive Honorary Minister: In the way
of ~torms?
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Mr, SWAN: Well yes, T know its pos-
sibilities in that regard and also in re-
spect to the land. The disiriet least
known to the average man in Western
Australia is the Ashburton distriet. It is
suffering at the present time from lack of
freilities. Tls shipping facilities are al-
most an impossibilily, and in that con-
neetion I think the Harbour and Light
Department might pay some attention to
its material wants. In conneetion with
the port of Ashburton, which is merely a
roadstead, the steamers have to lie nbout
one mile angd a half from the jetty; and
whilst we have the Harbour and Light
Department eonirolling the jelty and the
tramway from the acean to the township,
we lhave a privale firm controliing the
lighters conveying produce and  goods
brought up by the business people and the
pastoralists of the distriet.  This par-
ficular firm of lighter owner< have a mon-
opoly. and seeing that the same firm own
one of Lhe stores in the town il gives them
a very unfaiv pull over their competitors.
And whilst the people in Ouslow are not
getling a very fair deal in that regard
the people wha have stock tn export to
the metropolis or to any other portion of
Mesiralia have na practicable chance of
sending it oul through Onslow. For it you
wish to ship a horze at Onslow vou will
find the lighterage costs from 30s. to £2.
In view of the value of the land in the
distriet it would be well if hetter faeili-
ties could be provided. T recoxnise that
the Covernment have a very diffieult
question to face in connection with the
development of the North-West.  They
have very little in the way of natural
harbours to assist them, and it will he a
eizantic task to provide the shipping
facilities necessary to apen up that par-
ticular country. I also recognise that
while the land is held as at present it is
practieally impossible for the State to de-
rive a fair return for the money required
to provide these facilities to whieh T have
referred, I think it woald be well if
the people of this State generally under-
stood the eondition of affairs in the North-
West better than they dn. Perhaps it
will be news to most hon. members to
know thai from Onslow inland along the
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river, eomprising some of the finest land
in Western Ausiralia, ove man holds un-
-der pastoral lease both sides of the river
for 60 miles.

Mr, George: What does he do with
it?

Mr., SWAN: He runs sheep, cattle and
horses, but he spends very little money
on the place. This man holds about one
million acres of the finest land in the
State—perhaps the finest land in Aus-
tralia—and he is paying, certainly not
more than 10s. a thousand acres per an-
num. It would be interesting to peruse
a veturn showing the actual revenue de-
rived from that holding. Whilst he holds
all this land I do not suppose £5,000 has
been spent on it in the way of improve-
ments during the whole time it has been
in his hands. I want to know if that
is giving the State a fair deal for the
areat asset it has in that particular pro-
perty? The river is not always running,
certainly, but if that land were still with-
in the eontrol of the State, it would afford
great scope for water conservation, and
practieally  unlimited possibilities  for
tropical eulture, I recognise the position
many members of this House are in in
respect to this question, becanse I know
the position T was in myself before I
visited that part of the counfryv. One
must see the country to realise its pos-
sihilities. But what are we to do while
one man holds a million acres at a rental
of 10s. a thouzand aeres? T am quite
satigfied that even if a system of water
eonservation were adopled and the best
use made of the land 10.000 acres of
that country would earry as many head
of stock and give just as zood a result
as is being derived from the whole million
acres to-day. I do.nol want to appear
personal, but T fanev the holder of this
partienlar property does not enjoy a re-
putation for larce-heartedness. I do not
want to say that he is notorious for his
meanness, but lion. members can judge
for themselves when I fell them that this
is the property on which some time agon
a vlaim was made for medical attendance
to diseased blacks, and the gentleman who
holds this vast area of wonderfully fertile
land absolutely refused to pay for their
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medical trealment. I understand that for
some time afterwards he was refused per-
wmission to employ native labour, and
rightly so too.  On the whole of that
great estate I suppose there are not more
than 20 persons employed, black and
white, the majority being blacks. That
brings me to the question of
aborigines. [ cannot say thal T saw any-
thing in the way of brutal treatment of
natives while up there. Indeed they ave
faivly well treated. They are utilised
to do worlk about rhe station, and hil
positions as shearers, teamsters, and Lhe
like. I am given to undevstand that one
pastovalist in that part of the State has
as lis leading teamster a black gin. She
is the teamster in charge, and there ave
several white teamsters employed by the
same man. This is the way the natives
are treated wp fhere, TWe find that
his report the Chief Protector suggests
how we ave to deal with the aborigines
question. [ do uot think there is any
barm in these people being employved,
for they are better employed than being
allowed tp remain idle; but I think the
more sensible and econvinical  way  of
dealing with the guestion would be for
the Government (o insist on ihe employ-
ers of these natives paying u certain
amount to the Stale for their labour.
It would be useless to pay the blacks
themselves for their labour, but if the
pastoralist were compelled to pay to the
State a reasonable amount for the labour
of (he aborigines it would provide some
of the thousands of pounds which the
Chief Protecior tells us will he required
by his department in the near fuluye.
So [ar as the lreatment of diseased
nafives and their removal to the hospi-
tals are concerned, it would he all very
well if the work were being properly
carried out, but it is not. It is quite a
by-word on some of the staiions up there
that diseased natives arve still abont the
country. Where is the utility of this
isolation scheme if diseased natives are
still allowed to remain on the mainland?
If the Government undertake the res-
ponsibility of dealing with the guestion
at all they should deal with it thorough-
Is¥. The member for Pilbara last nizht
mentioned the Asiatic question, which is
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becoming a very serious question indeed.
I recognise it is largely a matter for the
Federal Parliament; still I think the
State Government might show a great
deal more sympathy with the adminis-
tation of the YWhite Australia policy
than they have done up fo date. It is
quite a common thing in the North-West
to find what ave, strietly speaking, pro-
hibited immigrants wandering aboul.
When T was at Onslow there was a smazt
young Chinaman emploved as  waiter,
and ne one dreamed that he had less
right (o be there than white people, un-
til  #L  race-time another Ghinamas,
whese money he had won at gambling,
put him away to the authorvities as a
prohibited immigrant. It is praectieally
impossible to shut them out under the
existing conditions. while the steamers
trading along that coast are allowed to
call at intermediate ports. particularly
at an isclated port such as Onslow.

Mr, Jacoby: It would be a bad thing
for the ports if the steamers were nnot
allowed to eall.

My, SWAN: I take a great deal of
credit to myself that 1 disagree with the
hon. member on that particular point,
There is nothing to prevent the white-
labour boats earrying the things now
carried by the black-labonr boats. T
would not be surprised if the member
for Swan (Mr. Jacoby) opposes the
White Anstralia poliex.  Of course he
would nut dare to do it openly, else le
would not save his skin, At present
there i= a line of steamers ecarrving
goods to Lhose ports with white crews.

Mr, Jacoby: Onee a monih only,

Mpr. SWAN: But there is no reason
why that sysiem could not he extended
if the black-labour boats were {hrown
nur of competition. We can quite under-
stand that a white-labour hoat has uot
much chance of competing with a black-
tabour boai so far as cheapness is con-
cerned. But where the White Austra-
lia policy is at stake 1 consider that it
iz up to the Government to take some
action to  prevent fhis kind of thing
going on. hecause while the present con-
dition of things continues it is impos-
sible to exclude these aliens, particular-

ly. as I said, at a port like Onslow. Tt~
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is eowmon knowledge that after dark
boats go into the Ashburton from no vne
kuows whenee, and leave hefore dawn
for no one knows where. It caunot be
for trading purposes in the circum-
stanees. But I do not want it to be
thought that the authorities np there are
neglectful, beecanse many of the officials
there are as ardent advocates of a White
Australia as T am. The faet is it is
absolutely impossible to enforce the laws
at Onslow at the present time. I do not
know that this matter much econcerns.
our Clovernment, bui it does no harm for
members tv hewr of this condition nf
affairs, and I ean prove my remarks. [
do not intend to worry members any
further in regard to new legislatinn be-
cause when the Bills come along we will
have an opportunity of disenssing them;
and I do not want to set a bad example
by talking at length on the adoption of
the Address-in-Reply, when, as a matter
of fact, I believe that the whole discus-
sion might he dropped altogether: but
there were one or twe points I wished
to touch on that [ would not otherwise
have the opportunity of speaking on.
For thav reason T lope I will be for-
given for taking up so much of the time
of hon. members,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
Frank Wilson): The air of calm during
the diseussion of the Address-in-Reply
seems to have had the effect of making
everyone very weary and loth to rise to
address themselves o the subjeet under
diseussion. I have that feeling, more es-
pecially hecause the eriticisms levelled at
the Governor's Speech, framed of course
by the Government in order to sel forth
therein the policy of the Government,
have not called for any special defence
at the hands of Ministers. I may per-
haps deal, first of all. briefly with one or
two matters that are not conneeted with
the questions dealt with in that Speech.
Tt seems that the remarks that fell from
the member for Forvest (Mr, O'Loghlen}
with recard to our great tnber industry
are rather contradictory. First of all the
hon. member advocated the conservation
and reservation for the Government use
of the existing forests. I agree with him



