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to make an earnest, honest appeal to the
Minister for Mines not again to make a dis-
play of armed foree in conmection with im-
dustrial troubles, such a display as occurred
recently. I make that appeal as one who
values human life above all other things on
earth, as one who wishes never to see one
drop of human blood apilt becanss of indus-
trial disputes. I do not want anything to
oceur that will even for one moment involve
the possibility of a sacrifice of human life,
We want to escape such happenings as wo
have read of in the old world, where it has now
become the practice, as soon as there is indus-
trial trouble, or a big strike, ‘to bring out
armed forces on hehalf of oune side or the
other. If we are to escape that kind of thing
here, the desire {o escape it must not obtain
only on one side.

The Minister
That is the point,

Mr. M¢cCALLUM: If we do not want those
happenings here, it Is not sufficient for us
who hold responsible positions in the Labour
movement, and exercise some influence over
the yank and file, to appeal to ovur -followers
not to use foree., It i3 no use going to large
bodies of men and arguing with them on
those lines, if we have the reply hurled back
at us, “*Look what the other side are doing;
they have brought out armed forces; they
are prepared to shoot us down; they have
even gone 30 far as to provide field hospitals
with nurses to bandage us np after we have
been shot dowo.’’ The position i3 very deli-
cate and difficult. The attitude adopted im
connection with the Esplanade Hotel trouble
seemed to me absolutely ridiculons. In the
Eastern States it was a laughing-stock,
Nevertheless, the position was so eritical that
the least glip made by, shall ¥ say, some hot-
head on ecither side—

The Minister for Mines: Iear, hear!
either side. .

Mr. MeCALLUM: The least mistake on
cither side might have resunited in the lighting
of a conflagration as to which it would be be-
yond the power of any Minister or of any one
of us to say where it wounld-end. T know it will
be contended that the aection taken in con-
nection with the Esplannde Hotel affair was
owing to certain threats which had been
made. I was out of the State at the time of
the tranble, but T have read up the news-
paper reports of what ocenrred. I have con-
sulted with the men in charge, apd ndither
from them, nor from the newspaper reports,
can T learn of any threat of any sort having
been made until the day when there was that
demonstration by the police. I admit that
one speech made on that day may be
said to have econtained a threat. But
up to that point I ean find no tirace
of any threat, and all the men who
were in authority tell me that no threats
whatever were nged. TIf it is asked what T
would do in the circomstances, my answer

for Mines: Hear, hear!

On

is that if T had been in the Minister’s place.

I would have sent for the men holding re-
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sponsible positions in the Labour movement
and would have said to them, “* It is reported
to me, and it is rumoured around the city,
that certain happenings are about to take
place on such and such a day, and that your
side are preparing to do this or that. Now,
T want to know from you where you stand in
this matter, whether you sanction the pro-
posed action, and what attitude you as re-
sponsible men are taking in connection with
the trouble,”

Mr. Pickering: A very semsible sugges-
tion.

Mr. McCALLUM: The Premier has often
enough admitted in this House that every
time we have met him we have laid gur ecards
on the table and been perfectly open and
frank with bim, There is no Minister of the
Crown, either in this or in any other Govern-
ment, with whom I have had business while I
wag chief executive officer of the Labour move-
ment herg, who can quofe one instance where
I have deceived him or failed to be perfectly
candid and frank with him. In my opinion,
that is the only way to get through. At the
time of the Fremantle trouble, T weat to the
then Premier’s residence and got him out of
bed and spoke to him in his pyjamas, telling
him I knew what was the position at Fre-
mantle, I took this actien in order that the
then Premier should know exactly what
would oceur, It is no use demanding that
reason shall prevail on one side only, and that
all the force shall be on the other side. We
know that men’a passions have become in-
tensified. The war has made men abnormal
They are now in quite & different position
from that which they were in during former
days. = The industrial sitvation requires very
careful and skilfwl handling. T believe that
we are facing a difficult problem; but if each
on¢ of ug makes up his mind to give tho best
that is in him to the solution of the problem,
and to be candid awud honest, there is no need
for any of us to face the future with any
other feeling than that of complete confi-
dence,

Captain CARTER (Leederville) [9.41]:
Following upon the lead established by the
Leader of the Oppogsition, and I think I am
right in saying the lead given by every pre-
vious speaker, I desire to offer my congratu-
Intions to the member for West Perth (Mrs,
Cowan) on her attainment to the high dis-
tinclion of being the first lady legislator ia
the history of Australian politics. I desire
also to offer my congratulations to the House
on the aplendid spirit of amity which ap-
pears te prevail. In personally congratulat-
ing the Lcader of the Opposition upon his
excellent speech in this debate, T told him
—and I believe every member of the party
to which I belong would say this with me—
that the hon. gentleman’s policy of modera-
tion and straightforwardness is one to which
we can all subseribe, I believe that if that
policy is to be given a trial, and if we wit-
ness cohesion between the party sitting
opposite and the Ministerial party, there are
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brighter times ahead for Western Australia
than have been seen during the past several
years. I am also glad to have noted the
spirit of fairness in the speech of the hon.
member who has just concluded. I congratu-
Iate him on that spirit, but I cannot agree
with him when he says that his own leader,
the Leader of the Opposition, ‘‘erred'’ on
the side of fairness. I have yet to learn
that one ecan err on the side of fairness in
dealinz with matters of such grave import as
are coming before this House for diseussion
during the present session, and as I helieve
and hope will come forward in every session
which we shall enter npon. It is not my
intention to make a long speech, and I pro-
pose te be bound by that declaration, though
%} think almost every speaker has begun by
proclaiming his intention to refrain from
delivering a lengthy oration. Th the first
place, whilst I shall touch upon the finances,
I do not propose to commit the House to the
task of listening to a diatribe from me on
that subject. Mine is not a discursive
eriticism, but simply a plea, and a very earn-
est and honest plea, to the House, and to
the Government more especially, for the adop-
tion of husinesslike methods, We are faced
to-day with a defieit, in round figures, of five
millions sterling, which, if we run it out at
* an ordinary, low rate of interest, represents
an outgoing of something like £800 per day.
So that every day we have to send out of
this State 800 golden sovereigns, or their
equivalent, in order to meet the interest
which we owe as a State. We speak a great
deal abeout our sinking fnud, and@ take a
great pride in it. We declare that our assets
are good, and quite equivalent to our finan-
¢ial obligations. But that is not satisfactory
in a country such as ours.
is not as satisfactory as it should be, con-
gidering the meagre population which is hold-
ing this vast territory with all its limitless
possibilities. On this subjeet again I say
that mine is a plea for business acumen and
for businesslike methods. We need tight,
keen, close-fisted supervigsion of all expendi-
ture wherever it is, and of whatever nature it
may be. T think it was the Leader of the Op-
position who snid the other evening that
something drastic had to be done. T quite
agree with that declaration, and T say that
something drastic should e done immedi-
ately, that the pruning knife shovld be put
in wherever it is necessary, and that the pro-
mises made on the hnstings by Ministers and
every one of their followers, and by the Leader
of the Opposition and every ome of his fol-
lowers, should be redeemed, and redeemed at
the earliest possible moment. The other day
I was speaking with a man who is the manag-
ing director of one of the largest budiness
concerns operating in this Staie, with a turn-
over of something like three-quarters of o
million. He told me that within eight davs
of the annual balanee his management had
placed before them, perhaps not an audited,
but a truly certified balance sheet, with an es-

At all events, it-
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timate for the coming year attached thereto.
Now, it seems to me that we should inculeate
upon our Government departments some of the
metheds employed by the company referred to.
We have a much bigger turnover, but we
have a much bigger staff to bandle it. We
should realise that it is essential that
greater efficiencey than has been displayed
in the past should characterise the Civil
Service. The company I have referred to
has no overpaid advisory boards, commit-
tees, or commissions, or an overpaid
salaried staff, Their staff merely comprises
hard working, but well paid and competent
officers, who are dning their job well. It
is necessary‘in a concern such as the one ]
bhave referred to for the employee to be
worthy of his hire if he is to retain his
position. T am sorry to say that in at least
gome of the Government departments there
seems to be no keen desire on the part of
officers to give of their best to the country.
There is no evidence of keen efficiency. I
am jn favour of the appointment of a
seleet committee or 2 Royal Commission,
whichever may be the cheaper and more
effective to deal with this subject, to go
thoroughly into the question of the Civil
Service, One might ask with all sincerity
and without any irrelevaney, in the words
of the Scriptures: ‘*How long O Lord are
we to suffer?’’ T helieve that this State
hug suffered fo a serious extent through the
laeck of control of our depariments, and
owing tn the upbusinesslike methods
adopted. Economy has been the watehword
all throngh the speeches which have so far
heen delivered throughout this debate. The
Leader of the Opposition used that word
as his text and preached a very fine sermon,
The Premier, in his reply, promised econo-
mies and procceded to chow how those
economies could be effected. E Dbelieve
the Premier is sincere in his desire to effeet
econmies and I shall give him my hearty
support in his efforts in that direection. I
think he is honest when he says that econou-
mies are being effected and that they will
be continued. I hope too, that the Minis-
ters who are sitting with him in Cabinet
will give everv assistance to the Premier
in his efforts to effect economies. I trust
that in their own departments they will
see to it that those things which are not

-useful shall be cut out; and let us proceed

with the activities of those departments in
a more businesslike manner,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You will have to let
a lot go before youn do that.

Capt. CARTER: T am not bhlaming any
Government in particular, for mistakes will
happen in the best regnlated families. We
have heard a lot about what happened in
1916, and of the way the finances were
handled up {ill then. Tt must be remem-
bered, however, that there has been a war
since 1916.

Hon. W. (!. Angwin: There was a war on
at that time.
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Capt. CARTER: That is perfectly true,
but it is only recently that we have been
feeling the full effects of the war. We felt
some of the effeets in 1917, 1918, 1919,
1920, but we are feeling them more now.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: We did not have a
drought during those Years.

Capt. CARTER: In 1916 the people of
Western Australia did not knmow that the
war was proceeding. T give the member for
North-Kast Fremantle every credit for what
he did during the war period in the inter-
ests of not only the State but of thc Empire
as well. I give him that credit not only
for what he ‘himself did, but for what his
family did as well. I have a personal know-
ledge of what that was, but T repeat that

in 1916 we as Western Australians did not’

know there was a war proceeding. We
were reaping benefits where other countries
were suffering.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: All the timber mills
were ¢losed down long before that,

Capt. CARTER: It is only to-day that
we realise the full effects of the debacle of
1914, We have in the Premier a man who
is an optimist. He has been dubbed an
optimist on many occasions and while he
i3 optimistic regarding the future, that is
only good so far as it goes. That optimism
is of little avail unless it is backed up by
praetieal cfforts.

The Minister for Agrienlture: It is backed
up with practical efforts.

Capt. CARTER: I hope and believe that
that is so, and that the Premier will be
assisted in his efforts by the Ministers
serving with him.

The Minister for Agriculture: T hope so.

Capt. CARTER: O hope the Minjster for
Agriculture will see that there is an improve-
ment in his department. The fact remains
that we are up against a deficit of five mil-
lion pounds. We have to face the music and
should he able to do so with 2 counsolidated
front, During the war isolated positions or
units whiech beeame isolated econstituted 2a
danger to the whole front, This lesson of
the war may be applied to the financial
position of Western Australia, and it
points to the necessity for combining
to congerve the interests of the State
to help to lift us out of our financial
troubles. 'The Leader of the Opposition has
given the members ritting behind him a splen-
did lead, If we present a united front, there
is every possibility of finding a way out of
our present difficulties. It is essential that

every avenne of economy should be availed

of. When it is realised that with a popula-
tion of 330,000 odd people, some 190,000 are
living within a 12-mile radius of Parliament
House, anyone having a regard for economiecs
will mealise the condition of affairs which is
bound to arise. 'The figures I have given are
approximate, but they afford me the oppor-
tunity of pointing out that our population is
out of ail proportion to some of our public.
utilitics. The Leader of the Opposition drew
attention the other night to the faect that in
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Western Australia we have one mile of rail-
way for every 87 persons in the State, where-
as in Victoria there is a mile of railway for
every 4G0 persons,

The Minister for Agriculture:
been opening up the country.

Capt. CARTER: I admit that and I aw
not running down any particular Governmen(
or the developniental policy they pursved. 1
know that this State is one which has to be
developed. The year before last [ travelled
8,500 miles by road all over the State and,
1 had an opportunity of seeing thc industries
of Western Australia first hand. T was im-
pressed by the possibilities ahead of our in-
dustries and T hope these will prove beneficial
to the country in the course of a compara-
tively few years, At the sawme time, onc ean-
not but realise that our railway construction
is out of all proportion to our population.
I am strongly opposed to any further exten-
sions in connection with our railways until
such times as our financial position iz more
stable. TFor the same reason I am opposed
to any extension of the tramway system as
operating in the eity of Perth to-day.

Mr. Clydesdale: You were advoeating re-
cently an extension in your own electorate.

Capt. CARTER: I have never yet done
that, I challenge the hon. member to show
vwhere I have advocated an extension of the
tramways in my own electorate. I believe
there is on foot a proposal which, from a
business point of view, ecould not commend
itself to any business conecern. In face of
the deficit, I content we cannot afford to
spend £41,160 in connection with an erten-
gsion which eannot pay its way for at least
two years, or more likely, for five years.

Mr. Clydesdale: It will pay ity way from
the first month it is opened.

Capt. CARTER: That is merely your
statement. It proves nothing,

Hon. W, C. Angwin: The Perth trams are
not paying now,

Capt. CARTER: In face of the deficit,
the South Perth-Como extension is one which
no sane business firm or corporation would
congider for one moment. In the first place, it
is perhaps the least payable proposition whieh
could be brought forward in connection with
our eity tramway extensions. The Govern-
ment are hard up for money and 1 think they
are wrong in proposing such an extension. 1t
has been stated that the extension was ap-
proved of by Parliament last session. I have
read ‘‘Hansard’’ dealing with this ques-
tion, and I contend that it proves that the
South Perth-Como extension was never men-
tioned during the discussions in Parliament.

The Minister for Agriculture: The exten-
sions wero approved.

Capt. CARTER: They were not approved.
I have the copy of ‘‘Hansard’’ with me and
I would advise the Minister to read the mat-
ter again. The Minister voted against the
cxpenditure under the item: ‘Tramways,
Perth Electrie, and Extensions, £87,000.’’

We have
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The Minister for Agriculture: The item

wag passed. .

Capt. CARTER: On the casting vote of
the Chairman. The Minister knows it is true
that he voted against this extension,

Hon. W. 0. Angwin: My vote saved it.

Capt. CARTER: I am surprised to hear
that.

Hon. W. C, Angwin:
wanted relling stock,

The Minister for Agriculture: The item
was passed for the extensions and for every-
thing else.

Mr. Angelo: This particular line was never
mentioned.

Capt. CARTER: In the metropolitan area
we have one of the most highly inefficient
' gystems operating in the Commonwealth, I
have looked clogsely into the question during
the last few weeks and I have no hesitation
in saying that the termini constitute a posi-
tive disgrace. Take the Bulwer Street-North
Perth line; there is a double line to within
about five ¢haing of the actual terminus. At
that point betwecen 8 o’clock and 8.20 in the
morning, one caa see anything from three to
gix ears banked up waiting for the car at the
terminus to return. TFrom the time the first
car is able to go to the terminus and com-
mence the return journey till the fourth car
is able to move, is a period of 14 minutes.
The time oceupied in Tunning from the North
Perth terminus to the Barrack Street Jetty
is exactly 14 minutes. In other words, the
tram loses a frip every time it goes to the
terminug, This position has been brought
about through the lack of foresight by the
department in neglecting to accede to the re-
quest of the North Perth people to duplicate
the line to the terminus. The same thing
applies at the Mount Hawthorn terminus,
at the Walcott Street terminus, and at Ingle-
wood, where they have not got even a loop.
The same position obtains in a dozen
different ways in comnection with the
system, which is a disgrace to the cn-
gineers in eharge of that departmental work.
Our traeks are a positive menace. I have
asked the Minister concerned for the number
of accidents and derailments. The depart-
ment is still going into the figures. I know
that at least three accidents have happened
on the Beaufort-street line as the result of
trams jumping the rails.
fortune that we have not had a calamitots
disaster through tram accidents. Our rolling
stock is dirty and the system as a whole is
a disgrace. In the second place we have no
money for unprofitable investment. While
we have to pay £800 in interest every day we
cannot put money into prospective concerns.
Would any corporation go looking for pro-
spective business such as the South Perth-
Como extension when they have such payable
conecerng as that which the member for _Cku-c.
mont has introduced to the Minister, and
tkat which I mentioned in a letter which I
wrote to the Press, namely the extension of
the tramline along Cawmbridge-street. Wa
need that line badly, nd we have two or

I , thought théy

It is only by good’
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three times the population of South Perth
to be served. Yet I do not believe that we
shon)d have any further extensions until our
financial position improves. The South
Perth-Como scheme will not bear comparison
with any of several which I can mention.
Any private tramway system would refuse
point blank to consider the scheme which the
Minister telis,us is to be carried out forth-
with. I am not sure that it will be carried
out forthwith for I think the House will pre-
vent that action. At the next sitting of the
House T hope to give notice of motion to
that effect. We have no right to spend the
money in our pockets simply because it is
there, The Minister has told uws that the
material has been ordered, is arriving, and
will deteriorate if it is not used. It is the first
time I have heard of steel rails deteriorating.
We must think of what we owe before we
incur this new expenditure.

" Mr. Glydesadale: Then, necording to your
argument, Perth is to remain dormant.

Capt. CARTER: No, but the railways and
tramways of the metropolitan area are alto-
gether out of proportion to our total popula-
tion, as our metropolitan population is alto-
gether out of proportion economically te the
population of the State. Allied c¢losely with
the important question of public health is
the question of water supply. Metropolitan
members have formed a committee irrespec-
tive of party, and laid their views before
the Premier. The latest information we
could get from the FPremier was that he
had a further report from the engineer, deal-
ing with the extension of the Canning scheme.
He says it will take a couple of millions to-
build that scheme and that two or three
years will be required for its completion.
That being the estimated cost, 1 feel that
probably -the actual cost will be three
millions, and the time neeessary for the com-
pletion of the scheme at least a year longer
than ig estimated. There iz a tremendously
urgent need for some efficient scheme of
water supply in the metropolitan avea; in
the higher parts of North Perth people ean-
not get water until after 11 p.m., and the
water when secured is greatly discoloured
and is at o temperature half-way along to
boiling point, We should eliminate from the
various schemes put forward those which are
not satisfactory from a praetical point of
view. During recent years littie or nothing
has been heard of the proposed extension of
the Mundaring scheme. I have here a few
figures, and at a later date I hope to go into
the matter exhaustively. The goldfields
scheme drew from Mundaring in the year
1919-20 854,000,000 gallons, During the same
period the quantity used in the metropolitan
area, drawn from all sources, was 2,242,000,
000 gallons. Thus the total quantity wsed
was 3,000,000,000 gallons. The capacity of
the Mundaring Weir is 5,000,000,000 gallons.
Allowing for 700,000,000 gallons supplied
by the Victoria reservoir and Bickley Brook
there is more than two. years’ supply in the-
weir. Those figures are taken from annual
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reports; they are very striking. Mr. W, C,
Reynoldson, engineer for goldfields water
supply, reported on the 16th September,
1904, that in his opinion the extension of
the Mundaring scheme was the simplest,
cheapest, safest, and most efficient pro-
position that could be put up. On the
23rd  Oectober, 1807, he made another
report in which, withont giving any
reasons, he advocated the Canning scheme,
forgetting all about the Mundaring
escheme. He advocated the bnilding of a
tremendously expensive scheme on the Can-
ning. I would impress upon the House the
necessity for a vastly improved water supply
in the metropolitan area. The condition of
our water supply is disgraceful. The Min-
ister will say that we have bores capable of
producing millions of gallons daily of ex-
cellent water, But in South Australia not
very long ago a very exeellent bore, of about
the same capacity of ours, gave out in a
night, and that was the end of it. We have
no guarantee that our bores will carry us for
a week. Yet we are paying £8,000 per an-
num in wages for the pumping of that water
into our mains. And still we bhave not an
adequate supply in certain localities. The
necessity for the establishment of a proper
water supply in the metropolitan area is
very great. We have heard muoch of the
dear loaf; this bas been mentioned chiefly
in relation to the wheat pool this year. As
a representative of a constitnency which pro-
duces over 75 per cent. of the milk consumed
in the metropolitan area I am vitally inter-
ested in the wheat pool, and I am also inter-
ested as a representative of the loaf con-
sumer, In the light of the information I
have, I do unot think that if the wheat poal
is to be carried on in the way it has been in
the past it 1s a safe and sound proposition,
Members of the Country Party will say that
it is indispensable. I reply that we have
already had offers from private firms to con-
duet the wheat business,

The Minister for Agrievlture: What firms?

Capt. CARTER: Dreyfus & Co, for one.
However, T do not want to jeopardise the
interests of one section of the community for
the henefit of another. I believe in safe-
guarding the interests of our primary pro-
ducers. Still there are anomalies in the
administration of the pool which its mosi
ardent supporters will find difficult to ex-
plain. I have here an extract from the
¢ Australasion’ of the 18th June last. T am
going to give these figures, hecanse when on
a previous oceasion I gave them they were
contradicted, and I was promised that they
would be contradicted publicly. They bave
not been publicly contradicted and so T want
to give the Minister a chance to contradict
them if he can.

The Minister for Agriculture: I will de

§0.
Capt. CARTER: The Minister said so
before. That was a forinight or three weeks
ngo. The extract reads—
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Importing countries have ceased control
of wheat and flour, and every wheat-
exporting country in the world, except
Russia and Australia, now hag g free mar-
ket. Before pooling, it cost farmers an
average of 5d. a bushel—including rail,
agent’s commission, labour margin for risks
and losscs, rentals, overhecad and every
other charge borne by the wheat—to
handle the wheat from farmers’ waggons
in the country to ship’s held. Under pool-
ing, the same servico cost an average of
12d. a bushel.

The Minister for Agriculture:
5d. a bushel,

Capt. CARTER:
tinnes— .

On the increase of 7d. a bushel, less than
1d. can be aseribed to increased wages for
lumping and other charges. An open mar-
ket will reduce handling expenses to within
1d. a bushel of what it was before pooling.
That will save growers 6d. a bushel.

On the question of chartering, one would
think that the Commonwealth Goveroment,
with all the information and resources at
hand, would surcly be able to” place ships’
bottoma for export at something like a fair
average price per ton. Listen to what has
happened—

In Qctober and November the Australian
Wheat Board is reported to have chartered
1,000,000 tons for December to April,
loading at from 135s. to 155s. a ton. By
December freights were down to 90s. a
ton; the January rate was 80s.; February
70s,; March 601, and April 50s. Present
rates are still lower.

They dropped lower than that before they
started to rise again.

Notwithstanding cheap tonnage hooked
gince November, the average rate of
freight on the 55,000,000 bushels of new
geason’s wheat shipped up to the present
ig 1153. a ton. Vessels (chartered Iast
November) at 150s. a ton were loading
last month alongside of vessels whose
charges were 5(0s. a ton.

I have given the Minister the source of the
article and I have rcad the article to him,
T have asked the Minister to refute this
statement, but it has never been done pub-
liely.

']%he Minister for Agriculture: It will be
done publicly.

Capt. CARTER: If any business concern,
or the wheat pool in particular, has to be sad-
dled with an ineubus of 6d. a bushel on
its wheat, then it is an unsound proposition.
It is no wonder that the dairy farmers in
my distriet are finding it almaost impossible
to feed their cows on the offal which should
be available to them at a cheaper price.
'There is ome question which the member for
South I'remantle touched upor and whieh is
of vital interest to this country. That is
the amendment of the arbitration law. The
hon. member, in the course opf his speech,
referred to the Whitley counecil system, and

It costs

The statement con-
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though he said he was not in favour of it,
he went on immediately to propound a scheme
which appeared to me to be on all fours
with the system he had just previously con-
demned. 1 believe in the Whitley system.
What I know of it is that it operates in
other countries with great credit to itself
and benefit to the whole community. There
is an opportunity at these round table con-
ferences for an interchange of viewpoints,
the community of interest displayed by the
employer on the one hand and the employec
on the other make for co-operation between
the two, and the results have been a decided
increase in production. There has been an
improvement in working methods and, as the
previous speaker mentioned, there has been
a utilisation of brains and initiative wher-
ever these have bcen discovered. There are
men in the ranks of the employees who, by
reason of their contact with their employers,
bave been raised to higher positions than
they ever held previously. These round table
conferences have on the whole been a most
effective, cheap, and spcedy method of deal-
ing with disputes. They have prevented the
strike and they have prevented the lockout.
I agreo with the hon, member that their chief
virtue is that they have not the red tape
which attaches to our more formal Court of
Arbitration, but I go further and say that
they bave not the red rag which very often
operates when men refuse to come together
and be reasonable. Tf this system could be
developed in a greater and more cfficient
manner in Western Australin—after all it
was such a gystem which dealt finally with
the railway strike—then T believe it would
make for the better running of the country
as a whole. A further matter I wish to
touch upon ia that of the capitation grant.
I was surprised to find that it was not men-
tioned, especially by speakers on the Oppo-
pition gide, because there is a very strong
possibility that the Commonwealth authorities
will make an effort to reduce, if not to
finally wipo out, that 25s. per head which ig
ours to-day., The Premicrs’ Conference,
which was to have dealt with the matter, has
been delayed. I do not know whether it is
that our Premier is frightened to approach
the Premiers of the other States on this
matter, or what the reason is, but the fact
remaing that the 25s. per annum, which comes
to us from Customs revenue, has not been
touched up to the present, though there is
a threat by the Commoowealth authorities to
reduce it. If that should happen, it i3 a
simple sum in arithmetic to multiply that
by 330,000 to find out what we shall
logse. It would be ealamitous for this
State from a financial point of view,
hope the Government will see that every
opportunity is taken to combat thia inroad
which is threatencd wupon our finaneial
position. It is not my intention to labour
the fact that we are in a peculiar position
in reeard to the almost total ahsenee of
secondary industries. Tt is a faet which is
only too painfully obvious to owme who
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stands aside and regards the sitnation. We
in Western Australia have a glorious herit-
age, one of which we should all be proud.
We have it in the mineral world and
in the ecereal world, and wo are second to
none in other phases of opportunity. The
member for Claremont (Mr. J. Thomson)
conld tell us of the excellent high grade
iron ore which may be obtained at Yampi
Sound; yet we have no steel works to
handle this produet. We produce lead and
copper and send them out of our State for
treatment. We have in our metropolis the
cheapest electrieal current of any eity in Aus-
tralasia, and where are our sdcondary in-
dustrics3 They are conspicuous by an
almost total abhsence, Our coastal waters
abound with teeming millions of choice fish,
and yet fish is a scarce commodity in Perth,
It is impossible to placy one’s hand on a
cheap supply because the whole businesy is
in the grip of a ring, and although the
Government have made efforts in the past,
rather unsavoury in one or two instances,
to deal with this matter——

The Minister for Agriculture: Why say
unsavonry?

Capt. CARTER: In more ways than one,
physically and otherwise. The question has
not been satisfactorily dealt with. What
can be said of one industry may Dbe said
of anotber, Take, for ingtance, the woollen
mills, which we are told will be established
in Western Australia. It i3 the bounden
duty of the Government to assist the con-
sumer and the grower to come tngether in
this matter of the establishment of woollen
milla. Let ns make that rremendous saving
in overhead charges which we have to
meet to-day. We bhave the spectacle of our
wool being carted hnndreds of miles to the
port, loaded in ships, sent thousands of
miles across the sea to the Bradford and
other mills, brought back aganin and then
sold to ua over own own counters with
all the overhead charges of railage, freight,
manufacture, insurance, commissions galore
—there are plenty of middlemen—at the
finally enhanced price. I believe that the
immediate establishmeht of such induostries
wonld lead to a final and permanent redue-
tion in the cost of living.

Mr. Angelo: Would you ask the Goveru-
ment to start woollen milia?

Qapt. CARTER: Let them give every sup-
port to those who ure now throwing out
feelers in conneetion with the establish-
ment of woollen mills.  We have had
enough of Government cnterprises. The
establishment of sueh an iondustry would
provide employment and fraining for our
vouths. At the present time we hear the
question, ‘*What are we to do with our
vouths?’’ and the answer is flung back in
onr teeth, ‘'Our youth have practically no
secondary industries to engage in.’’ Tf we
are going to suppert the 100,000 people
whom we have in the metropolitan area—
and it 18 economically wrong that there
should be sueh a preponderance of the
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population in the metropolitan area—we
nust take the only truly economic course
and sce to the establishment of secondary
industries. This must be done by every
possible means the Government can adopt.

The Minister for Mines; That would re-
sult in bringing wmore people into the
metropolitan arvea.

Capt. CARTER: T do not mind if woollen
mills are egtablished amongst our pastoral-
ists. Tt would be easy to send the youth
there for training. I do not wish to have
them brought to the city. I am pleading
for the establishment of gecondary indus-
tries and asking the Government to render
every assistance to get rid of the incubus
of imported goods, We have the raw
material in plenty and we have the men to
do the work. No finer statement conld be
delivered than that by the member for
South Fremantle this evening—a memor-
able statement which I believe ia troe—
that the Australian workman is second to
none on earth, We have the raw material
in plenty and the men in plenty. Why
not get to work ? Here we are in this
angust Chamber, sent here to do the
work of legislating for the greatest
eommon good, and the greatest common good
possible in Western Australia is the inculea-
tion of a desire on the part of the people to
promote primary indunstry and to establish
secondary industry to deal with our raw
material, We can go from one to another of
these industries, fruit canning, paper making,
alkali deposits, salt, sugar growing, these and
A thousand and one others of which we have
nnt yet touched the fringe. I lived at Mount
Rarker for a couple of years and saw valuable
fruit, windfalls, but jollv good fruit, better
than much of that which is often obtained
from the shops in Perth, being fed to the
pigs becanse there was no provision for ecan-
ning, and at that time no possibility of jam-
making. Since then an effort in this diree-
tion has heen made, but not on a seale suffi-
ciently large to encourage the growers to go
in for further cnltivation. Take Harvey: 1
think T am right in saying that the fruit-
growers there have uprooted whole acres of
orange trees simply because they were not
payving. Not paving when, in the city at the
present time, one has to pay uwp to 38 a
dozen for oranges!

Mr, Clydesdale: It is on aecount of the
clay that they will not grow.

Capt. CARTER: The position certainly
demands most earnest consideration.

The Minister for Agriculture: And is re-
ceiving it.

Capt. CARTER: There is room for more
action,

The Minister for Agrieulture: Tt is getting
action, teo,

Capt. CARTER: T hope that is correct. [f
at any time active work was. required, now ig
the time.

The Minister for Mines: There never was
g0 much attention paid to the establishment
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of secondary industrics as has been the case
during the last 12 months.

Capt. CARTER: I am glad to hear that
statement and I hope-'that action wilt be
taken as well. I hape this House will see that
it is trken. I hope this House will assist Min-
isters in every possible way towards the ca-
tablishment of secondary industiies. Hane in
hand with the working of our Rsilway De-
partment there is that urgent nevessity, which
faces every young country, for the establish-
ment of main trunk roads, and the upkeep

of its roads In general on a good,
sound basis. I believe that in this re-
spect we have ahead of wuws in West-

em Australia a task which is going to
tax not only our enterprise, but also our ener-
gies, to handle it in a gatisfoctory manner. In
Vietoria there was to be found prior to the
year 1912, an aggregation of just about the
worst roads in Aunstralasia. During 1812,
however, Victoria introduced its Country
Roads Aet, It was my privilege to attend just
recently a lecture delivered by a Perth gentle-
man who went on a holiday in the Eastern
States, taking his car with him. Laoding in
Adelaide, he toured right through the Eastern
States by motor; and he returned by steamer.
He was thoughtful enough to prepare a
lantern lecture illustrative of his trip; and as
a member of the Good Roads Association of
Western Australia, he went into the subject
most exhaustively, with the specifie purpose
of showing what was to be found there, good
and bad--he showed us both. But, for one
thing, he did show us a most wonderful col-

-leetion of good Victorian roads. He saya that

the excellence of the Victorian road system—
and the Victorian people claim that this is
50—is due to the Country Roads Aect, and the
system of handling roads.

The Minister for Mines: Will you tell us
how mueh Vietoria borrowed for the purpose?

Capt. CARTER: T will come to that. New
South Wales, Queensland, and South Australia
have bhad under very serious consideration the
adoption of a similar Act. Tndeesd, T belicve
that Queensland has already adapted the Act,
with slight morlifientions. The mrasure pro-
vides for a board of three—twn engineers
and a skilled administrator—under the con-
trol of a Minister of the Crown. That in it-
self represents a very great improvement, and
eertpinly augurs well for economy as com-
pared with the scheme propounded here by
the Minijster for Works, who sngmxests the es-
tablishment of three read districts and the
appointment of three boards. The powers of
the board under the Vietorian Act are, firstly,
to decide what roads shall be main roads, and
take over the same; secondly, to find out the
mogt suitable materials for road construction
and maintenance—a function which seems to
me to afford wide scope for activity in We'st-
ern Australia; thirdly, to put inte use the
most effective methods of road construction
and maintenance; and, fourthly, to determino
what deviations are necessary, and what new
roads should be laid out or made, The Act
safeguards local authorities, who have the
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right of appeal. Owners are compensated if
their land is injuriously affected, or is taken
over by the board.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: But the ratepayers
have no say regarding the construction of
roads, and the amount of rates thereby neces-
sitated.

Capt. CARTER: I may inform the hon.
member that if this Act, a precis only of which
I am giving to the House, does not in every
detail meet with the approval of the House,
we can have something modelled on the Vie-
torian lines. We can imnprove upon the Vie-
torian Act just as Queensland has done. There
is no reason why we should not consider this
Act as a skeleton measure to be filled out in
accordan¢e with our own views of what is de-
sirable.

My, Clydesdale: Tt gets right back to the
faet that we have not the population here
to pay the cast. Anyone connected with muni-
cipal affairs will tell you that.

Capt. CARTER: The hon. member would
apparently prefer to leave in the hands of the
Williams Road Board, if there is such a body

Mr. Johnston:
good roads board.

Capt. CARTER:—the responsibility of de-
ciding how many miles—I am not svre of the
mileage, but I believe it is something in the
neighbourhood of 100 miles—in its district
shall be considered main roads.

Mr. Johnston: More than that.

Capt. CARTER: The member for Canning
(Mr. Clydesdale) says it is as sound to leave
a condition of affairs such as exists in this
State at present, as to attempt something
which is befter. I say such an attitude is
absolutely illogical, We have at the present
time a road system which is absolutely rotten,
for the simple reason that it is ineffeetive,
and cannot become effective because it iz im-
possible for members of roads boards, or for
roads boards as a whole, to handle the job
which is put on them.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: That is only because
they eannot get the money.

Capt. CARTER: That amounts to the same

There is, and it is a very

thing. They caonot do anything without
money, Where are they going to get the
money?

Mr. Clydesdale: It is only because there
are not sufficient people here to pay the
amount of rates that would have to be im-
posed upon them.

Capt. CARTER: T take it, then, that the
hon. member is resigned to bis fate and does
not want improved methods,

Mr. Clydesdale: Nothing of the sort.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: It is all very well
for the member for Leederville to talk, but
let him waif until it comes to striking rates;
that is the point.

Capt. CARTER: T still have to learn from
the interjectors of anything in the present
systom that savours of virtue., There is abso-
lutely no virtue in the present system, which
ia ntterly ineffective and cannot possibly last
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much longer, I ghould expect consideration
of this matter from kon. members who have
the interests of our primary producers at
heart; and [ take it we all have. I am not
putting forward my roads proposal from a
motorist’s or a pleasure-seeker’s point of
view. 1 am speaking of the importance of
roads from a developmental point of view.

Mr, Clydesdale: Quite right.

Capt. CARTER: Our railways run through
an enormous area of country; we are wonder-
fully well situated in respect of railway com-
munication—from an eéconomi¢ point of view,
too well sitnated. But those railways cannot
reach every farm, and we have roads runmng
30, 40, and 50 miles into farming country
which is not tapped by railway construction.
Therefore it is our bounden daty to protect
the interests of the farmer who is distant 20
or 30 miles or more from a railway. If he
has to cart his products over, say, 20 miles
of quagmires, miscalled roads, he is not being
given a chance. Tt is up to the House to
consider very carefully the lines which have
been adopted in the Eastern States with so
much suceess. Sufficient should it be for the
House at least to consider the matter when
I tell bon. members again that Queensland
has adopted the Victorian Act and that other
Btates are seriously considering its adoption.
It is not necessary for me to go into much
further detail on this subject, though I may
add that, so far as I ean gather from the
précis of the Aet which I have before me,
that it contains stipulations of such a nature
as to safeguard the interests of all concerned
—the property owner, the hoard, the Minis-
ter controlling the board, and the State as
a whole. It is high time that in Western
Australia we had roads which would at least
give our settlers a chance to handle their pro-
duets. 1 speak from experience.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: I agree with yon there,
but our population is small and we cannot do
s0 much.

Capt. CARTER: But is it not going to be
more than it is at the present time? If we set
out to make all our roads good at the onme
time, the task is going to prove painfully
impossible. But if we set ont on a poliey
of gradual but sure improvement, we shall
have a chance of achieving success under a
system which has already proved itself o be
a thoroughly sound and satisfactory one from
every other point of view.

Mr. Clydesdale: Have not the municipal
councils and roads boards been trying to do
those things?

Capt. CARTER: Yes, but ineffectively.

Mr. Clydesdale: Tt is very easy to talk like
that.

Capt. CARTER: I know the diffculties of
the hon. member in his mayoral ¢chair. L
would not have them on my miad.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: You have given no
{ime to municipal work, and therefore do not
understand it.

Capt. CARTER: I understand it from the
point of view of one who reads 23 he walks.
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T do not go about with my eyes closed. 1
appreciate the sitmation  with which these
gentlemen are faced. T recognise that they
are facing it courageously, and doing yeoman
service. But the point is that they are not
rendering effective service. Will the member
for Canning (Mr. Clydesdale) tell me that
they are doing effective serviee? Will he say
that he is not game to try another scheme
which will give effective service?

Mr. Clvdesdale: Undoubtedly I am game.

Uapt. CARTER: Then T fail to understand
the hon. member’s objection to my proposal.
We cannot afford to neglect the roads any
fonger. [ hope that the Government will take
into serious consideration the introduction of
a Bill which will comprise the main elements
of the Victorian Roads Aet which T have out-
Yined. T believe it would be beneficial not
from a pleasurc-secker’s point of view, but
from the point of view of the producer and
his children who have to travel over these
roads to school. I know the Skate very thor-
oughly by road, and I know that the roads
¢an he made a great deal better if effectively
handled, at a great deal less ecost than mem-
bers may think. By the appointment of a
hoard such as that outlined under the Vie-
torian Act, there Is n possibility of greatiy
improving our roads, We have had a very
pleasant period with econgratulattions and
felicitations since we have met, but we should
not allow these feclings to overcome the ele-
ments  of commolt sense in  practice and
peality. We are np against a tough proposi-
tion as a State, which, to say the least of it,
is a serious one. ¥t is necessary for us to
pull together as a Howse and as a people if
we are to do that whiek is our job. The
member for North-East Fremantle (Hon. W,
C. Angwin) in the course of his speerh said
that no body of men liked strikes less than
the workers themselves. T agree with that
hon. member and I also agree with the mem-
ber for South Fremantle, when he stated that
in Western Australia we have a fine record
in connection with the climination of mdus-
trial troubles. At the same time, T plead to
members as a whole to use their best endea-
vourg to eliminate that ‘‘hot head’’ clement
that exisis on the Opposition side.

Tion. W. C. Angwin: It exists on your
side as well,

('apt. CARTER: [ am not saying that it
does not exist on the Ministerial side of the
Honse as well, but T trust that it will be pos-
sihle in the future for sweet reasen to obtain
hetween the members of bath parties, enabling
at least a fair and sane view to be taken of
questions that present themselves in this Cham-
ber., Tt is all very well for a member to say
—and everyone of us perhaps have our mo-
ments of “‘hot nir”’—that it does not matter

il a hotel should come down so lomg as no .

lives arc lost. If we canunot safeguard pro-
perty, we caneot safeguard lives, The same
neecessity to protect property holders exists
as for the protection of the workers, for we
must stand by both, If that loyalty to our
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obligations which is our bounden duty, will
gwide us in our deliberations outside the
House—I am speaking pu.rticularlﬁ- to those
who wield great influence among the workers
and to those on the Ministerial side who
carry influenee with the employers—I belicve
that a spirit of amity and reasonablencss can
be bronght to bear unpon the affairs of this
State. I also helicve that Western Australia
is in for a better and more happy time. I
understand that it is uvsnal for members to
stute exactly where they stand. Y have heard
that it is usual for 2 member to say that be
supports the Government and then to criti-
cise the Government, or that he supports the
Opposition and then to criticise the Opposi-
tion. My position is one that 1 can describe
in one word, My first debate in this House
took place on the first day I entered the build-
ing when L was charged by another member,
who shall be nameless, with the dreadful
crime of being a Nationalist. That member
said that I had no right to call myself a
Nationalist and contended that he was just
ns good a Nationalist as I was, If that is.
so, I am very glad. In the case of that par-
ticular member, [ know that is right, and if
¢ach one of us conld be a Nationalist in the
one and true meaning of the word, there
would be a wmuch better feeling of awmity
amongst us and throughout the State. I be-
lieve a Nationalist is a man who will stand
up to his obligations and will see to it that
his professions are a first charge upon his
obligntions. Ile is a man who will see that
the redemption of his promises is a first
charge upon his energy. 1 Dbelieve that a
Nationalist, from a politieal point of view
and an Australinn point of view, is a man
who is so proud of Australia, of Awustralian
men, and of Australian ideals and aspira-
tions that he mgakes these things a first call
upon hig strength. He is a man who will
stand four square in wpholding law and order
and constituted authority. I believe he stands
for freedom of speech and thought in poli-
ties, in religion and in civil life and in ali
things that make life worth living., Finally,
T believe—perhaps I should have mentioned
it first—that he is a man who gives fealty to
his Most Gracious Majesty the King, These

are my political planks and that is where I
stand.

On motion by Mr, Mann, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.48 p.m.



