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wealth legislators to farther the building
up of the new nation with which they bave
been entrusted, there is the danger that
they may forget the wants and necessities
of the Siates. This is not an oceasion

to go into the iotricacies of Federal and

State finances, but before I conclande,
I may say that the .Commonwealth Par-
liament aud the members of that Parlia-
ment, feel that they have been entynsted

with a great mission. They feel that it-

is their duty to build uwp an Australian
nation of which generations yet to come
shall be proud. They are filled with
great schemes, schemes that it is neees-
sary to acecomplish in order that their
designs may be achieved. Those schemes
are of a various chavacter. There ave
these fo-day who say that Auwstralia
shonld be represented in London by a
High Commissioner: that he should have
an office and staff commensurate with
the dignity of fhe position. There are
those in Federal politics who say that
the Northern Territory should be taken
aver and that it should be develaped;
others again advocate the construetion
of the itwo ‘Transcontinental Railway
lines; ard the majority of Federal mem-
bers feel that they ought to keep faith
with New South Wales and establish
the Federal Capital. Farthermore,
a large number of these members eon-
sider that a young nation like Australin
should no longer be sheliering behind
the skirts of the mother land and ihat
she should do something to defend her-
«elf on sea as well as on land, that she
should do something to help the mother
land to bear the burdens of empire.
Now all these schemes eannot be carried
ont withont large expenditure, and one
of the peeunliarities of the position is
this, that the party that is strongest in
favour of most of these schemes has
as the foremost plank in its platform

the restriction of farther borrowing. "

The objection that exists among the
dominant party in Federal polities to-
day to farther borrowing, combined with
the demand for the construnetion of these
srhemes. places a very great temptation

upon whatever Government may be in’

power. At the end of 1910 the Brad-
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don Clanse expires and then the whole
of the three-fourths of the Customs and
Excise revenne will be entirely under
the eonirol of the Commonwealth Par-
liament. It seems to me, knowing what
[ do of Federal polities, that there is
a very great danger indeed—and I think
everyone who knows anything about Fed-
eral politics will .agree with me—that a
nibbling at that three-fourths of the
Customs and Exeise revenue will begin,
and when that nibbling begins, it is
difficult to know where it may end.
That ougbt to be a warning to the State
authorities to come to some arrangement
for the settlement of the financial rela-
tions between the States and the Com-
monwealth before the expiration of the
Braddon Clause. The time is graduvally
going by in which the States might make
a bargain: they should make tlie most of
what time is left to them. There is
one thing whieh from a West Australian
point of view is vather satisfactory, and
it is this, that there has been no Federal
Treasurer yet in office who has not re-
cognised the peenliar eireumstances of
Wesi Australia as regards its finances
requiring special treatment, and 1 have
the otmost confidence that there is
sufficient number of responsible members
in the Commonwealth Parliament to see
that whatever agreement may be ulti-
mately arrived af, that the States will
not he embarrassed. Farthermore I
believe that those who represent Westein
the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment will see that no cheek by reason
of any finaneial disarrangement will he
placed upon the progress of this Stale,
a State tlat every impartial person must
agree is second to none in the Common-
wealth in the greatness of its potential-
ities and in the brighiness of its future.

Hon. 8. STUBBS (Metropolitan-Sub-
urban) : In rising to seeond the Address
in reply to the Speech of his Excelleney
the Governor, I do so with a cerlain
amount of diffidence, because I have only
‘just recently been elected a member of
this Chamber. But I feel, like the mover
of the Address-in-Reply, that at no stage
in the history of this State has (he pros-
pect appeared move bright than it does
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ot the present moment. We have all
listened with great respeet to the very
encouragiong account that the hon. mem-
ber gave us concerning the mining in-
dustry; and the praetical knowledge and
experience he has gained from living so
many years on the goldfields warrants
myself, and I think every member in
the Chamber, in believing he was fully
capable of dealing with the subject, an
illustration of which he gave us a few
moments ago. It is not my intention to
make a long speech this afternoon be-
ecause I do not think the oecasion war-
rants it, but if my friend is enthusiastic
about the future of the goldfields, I am
even more enthusiastic concerning the
agricultural and pastoral industries of
the State. While we all recognise it
was due to the wonderful gold discov-
eries that caused Western Australia to
make such rapid strides and to be known
all over the world, yet I maintain a time
will come sovoner or later when other
industries will have to take the place of
the gold-mining industry. When that
time arrives, and long hefore it—and I
venture to_say the member who moved
the Address-in-Reply will agree with me
—ithe pastoral and ogricultural indus-
tries will more than hold their own in
exports, as the gold-mining industry
does to-day. Consequently any measure
that is introduced in the House having
for its objeet the building of light lines
of railway through the agricultural dis-
tricts will have, I hope, the support of
everv member. I believe I am right in
saying that interest will be paid, from
the jump, on every pound expended in
opening up the magnificent areas of land
in the State which few pepple, even in
the couniry, know anyvthing about. I
have recently made a trip through the
Southern distiiers of the State and it
is wonderful the number of people who
huve sviled there during the last ftwe
or thrae vears. Many of them arrived
with very little capifal, and those who
are engaged in clearing land anywhere
from 15 to 20 miles from the nearest
railway station are handicapped more
than anvone ean conceive. And when
I tell members that from 1s. to 1s. 3d.
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has to be paid for every ton of produce
that has to be carted to the nearesi
railway station from agricultural cen-
Lres, members” will understand that it
is necessary, if we-desire to get people
on to the land, to build light lines of
Tailway to almost every place where they
are wairanted; lines of railway not with
stations every five miles, but with sid-
ings so that the settlers can send their
produce at as cheap a rate as possible,
consistent with paying the interest and
sinking fund on the money expended,
I hold, unless the lines of railway are
built, it is no use sending Mr. Ranford
or any other agent to England to ask
people to ecome out and settle here. I
think the Speech delivered by His Ex-
cellency to-day will convince the most
sceptical that Western Australia has an
immense future before it. I agree with
the member who preceded me in saying
that the financial relations that exist
between the States and the Common-
wealth are strained at present, yet I be-
lieve with him that we have men in the
Federal Parliament who will see that no
injustice is done to our State in any
shape or form. I hope before the Brad-
don Clause expives i 1910, the ayrange-
ment in force now will be continued or
that Western Australia will be placed
on an even better footing. The returns
from the Commonwealth have decreased
by £400,000 during the past five years
and if the falling off continues the Par-
liament of this State will be bampered
in developing the great tract of country
we desire to see opened up, I will not
delain the House longer; I have pleasure
in seeonding the Address-in-Reply.

On motion by the Hom. W. Patrick,
debate adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjonrned at 7 minutes to
4 o’clock, nntil the next Tuesday after-
noon,



