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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY — FIRST DAY 
Motion 

MR LEAHY (Northern Rivers) [12.27 pm]: I move — 
That the following Address-in-Reply to His Excellency's Speech be agreed to — 

May it please Your Excellency — 
We, the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of the State of Western Australia in Parliament 
assembled, beg to express loyalty to our Most Gracious Sovereign, and to thank Your Excellency 
for the Speech you have been pleased to address to Parliament. 

I am extremely honoured to have been asked to move this motion in reply to His Excellency’s Speech and to be 
one of the first in this House to congratulate you, Mr Speaker, on your election to that position. It is a position to 
which I am sure you will bring impartiality and fairness and I am sure that the next four years will show that well. 
I also congratulate all of those members who were elected at the recent general election and commiserate with the 
candidates who were not successful. I know the amount of work that candidates must put into an election campaign 
and the sacrifices that families and friends must make for a person to be successful. That sort of motivation and effort 
is also necessary from unsuccessful candidates and, as one who has been a candidate three times, I can understand and 
commiserate with them in their efforts. I am particularly sorry at the defeat at the last election of Barry Hodge, Graham 
Burkett, John Read, and, in the case of Northern Rivers—the old Gascoyne seat—Dudley Maslen. These members, 
defeated because of the boundary changes, were extremely hard working and represented their respective seats well. 
Dudley Maslen, who was a member on the other side of politics from me and who is a personal friend of mine, did a 
marvellous job in the electorate and I take this opportunity to pass on my commiserations to him. The electorate of 
Northern Rivers is the second largest in Western Australia, second only to the electorate of Eyre. The Northern Rivers 
electorate comprises the old electorate of Gascoyne, the western part of the old electorate of Murchison–Eyre and the 
southern part of the old electorate of Kimberley and it will be difficult to represent because of its size. I have difficulties 
getting from one end of the electorate to the other because there is no direct access by air. On occasions it necessitates 
four days of travel to fly from Perth to parts of my electorate. The situation will not be improved as a result of the 
tribunal's recent determination on charter allowances. I will find it difficult to service the electorate, but with the 
provision of a vehicle I will make sure that at least one week in every month is available to me to travel the electorate. 
The electorate of Northern Rivers is of importance to this State. The town of Carnarvon, where I reside, is the 
largest producer of out of season vegetables in this State and it produces 70 per cent of the bananas consumed in 
the State. It also is the major prawn, scallop and snapper fishery in Western Australia. Exmouth, which is situated 
north of Carnarvon, is the town in which the Harold E. Holt Communications Base is located and this joint 
United States–Australia facility is extremely important to the defence of Australia. My electorate includes goldmining 
towns which provide a significant amount of the gold which is produced in Western Australia. A number of historic 
goldmining towns are situated in the Murchison region including Mt Magnet, Cue and Meekatharra. Mt Newman 
has the largest iron ore mine in Western Australia and it exports iron ore overseas. Because of its immense importance 
to Western Australia I mention also the pastoral industry which encompasses the entire Northern Rivers electorate. 
It provides a substantial amount of the wool produced in Western Australia. 
I turn now to the tourist industry which is of importance not only to Western Australia, but also to the region 
I represent. The electorate of Northern Rivers provides some of the greatest attractions in Western Australia, just 
two of which are the dolphins at Monkey Mia and the newly proclaimed Ningaloo Marine Park which, in my 
opinion, will be the number one tourist destination in Western Australia within four or five years. It is an attraction 
which everyone in Western Australia should make an effort to visit. It is only a day's drive from Perth, albeit a long 
day's drive, and it is an attraction of which Western Australians should be proud. 
My electorate has within it the largest rock in the world, Mt Augustus, which is two and a half times the size of 
Ayers Rock. It is of increasing importance as a tourist destination. I hope that Mt Augustus will be proclaimed a 
national park and that the Aboriginal community from Mt Grange will be provided with work opportunities as 
tourist guides and park rangers. 
I want to keep my speech reasonably short in keeping with other speeches made today. I take this opportunity to 
thank everyone involved with my election to Parliament, especially my campaign manager, Mr Tom Stephens, 
and an elder statesman of the Gascoyne area, Mr Danny Norton, who was the Speaker in this House some years 
ago. I have pleasure in moving the motion. 
[Applause.] 
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