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CLOSE OF SESSION 

Valedictory Remarks 
HON KEVIN LEAHY (Mining and Pastoral) [2.41 pm]:  Like other members here today, I thank the staff of this 
house and the whole Parliament for their help in both my stints, here and in the other place.  I also thank the Leader of 
the House and the Leader of the Opposition for their kind words, about not only me but also other members.  We 
appreciate those words, and we appreciate their help over the time we have been here.  My time here has been 
particularly short; I have been here for only eight or nine months.  The first time I saw Hon Kim Chance the words I 
had said a number of years ago came back to haunt me.  I cannot remember them, but he seems to have them indelibly 
printed in his memory.  The words were along the lines of this chamber being a quiet retirement house for old 
gentlemen.  I never thought that at this stage of my career I would be sitting here for nine months of my life.  I have 
learned in that nine months to appreciate this chamber to a far greater extent than I did before.  It would be good 
training for most members of the other place to have a six-month probationary period in this house to tone them down 
a little bit on occasions.  In that respect my time here has been a salutary lesson.  Unfortunately, I cannot carry this 
lesson through because I will not be back when Parliament is recalled. 
I will remain, as Hon Bill Stretch said, involved in politics.  I do not think we will get that out of our blood; once we 
have been in politics, we are always in politics.  I also agree with Hon Bill Stretch that small “p” politics is the way.  
Out in the community, there is cross-party support on most issues, and when the issue is really a big one for the 
community, some consensus is always reached.  Unfortunately, with the adversarial situation in Parliament, we do not 
always get that.  However, it is great to see that in this house, and also in the other place, there is usually a resolution.  
Unfortunately the media only want to publish about the times we are at each other’s throats, and they do not want to 
publish about the times all members sit down together and work something out for the betterment of Western 
Australia.  It is a shame that that is not sensational news, and unfortunately it does not get printed.  I commend all 
members who are leaving on their service to Parliament and to the people of Western Australia. 
People outside this house do not always recognise what families miss out on when members take on political careers.  
Just as much time is spent in the city as in the country, representing electorates and attending meetings, and that is not 
to mention the amount of time spent travelling.  I place on record that my partner, Claire Dwyer, and my children are 
the ones who have missed out over the years with all the travel that is involved.  They have always stood behind me, 
so I thank them and the other people involved with helping me get elected to Parliament.  It is always a very difficult 
task to win a marginal seat and to hold onto it, as I did in the other place.  I was about to say that it is not so difficult in 
the upper house, but obtaining preselection is pretty difficult, as Hon Alan Cadby can attest.  There are different tasks.  
A lower house member gets greater recognition, and can establish a following that can lead to him being re-elected a 
number of times.  We have seen a number of members who had difficulty securing preselection for a lower house seat 
win those seats as Independents.  It is a far more difficult task in the upper house; we rarely see people who have been 
elected as members of a political party go on and retain their seats as Independents.  I congratulate all those who have 
served in this place while I have been here.  I thank them all very much for the friendships formed.  It is always great 
to have a cup of tea and a chat with people afterwards and to hear views that are quite contrary to one’s own - it is 
enlightening and broadens one’s knowledge.  I thank everybody here for that.  
The first of two subjects I wish to quickly touch on is the disappointment about today’s advice on funding for racing in 
Western Australia.  Country racing in Western Australia has missed out horribly.  It is one issue I would take up with 
Hon Barry House, who was not very complimentary about the government’s decision to tie $20 million to 
infrastructure in country areas.  If that had not been done, country racing would have got nothing.  I have seen the 
proposals, and I hope that they are modified, but it seems that the places farthest away from the metropolitan area, 
where it is most expensive to race horses - the north west - get an increase of 16 per cent, while city racing gets 26 per 
cent on top of what it has now.  City racing already has the lion’s share, and now it will get more.  As I said at the 
meeting, if the board wanted to kill off racing in the bush, it should have done it humanely - it should tell people in the 
bush that they cannot race rather than starve them to death, which is what is happening.  Any member who represents 
country areas will realise that racing is the social fabric of a lot of towns.  Often the town is not big enough to support 
football, cricket or other sports, but once a year the townspeople can get together for a race meeting.  The race meeting 
is very important to small places like Gascoyne Junction, Mt Magnet, Meekatharra, Wyndham and many other places; 
I could go on.  The race meeting is the focal point; an occasion on which people can help each other out.   
Today’s announcement is difficult and disappointing, and I hope the board will reconsider the plan and create a 
structure that provides some balance between country and city.  As recently as 1998, the prize money for regional 
racing was about as much as for midweek racing at about $7 000.  With the recent injection of funds, the prize money 
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for midweek racing will go to $20 000 for a Wednesday meeting, while for provincial meetings it will stay at about 
$8 000.  Nobody will take horses to the country, and no jockeys will go there.  Country racing will shrivel up and die 
on the vine. 
I hope that the situation is reassessed and that proper recognition is given to country racing, which provides many of 
the people who are now leading figures in the racing industry.  The leading city trainer for the past six years started 
riding in the bush and training in Broome.  The leading jockey, Paul Harvey, did most of his apprenticeship in the 
bush.  His father drove him everywhere to get rides, and he is now one of the most accomplished jockeys in Australia.  
The leading apprentice at the moment, Willy Pike, travelled around the north west for two years learning the ropes 
without riding a horse in a race.  The three highest achieving people in the industry at the moment all got their chances 
in the bush.  I am not saying they would not have succeeded if they had stayed in the city, but they certainly would not 
have got where they are as quickly as they did.  There is opportunity in the country, as there is in all areas of life, and I 
hope that the situation is reassessed and a far better balance is created.  
The last subject I wish to touch on is the banana industry in Carnarvon, which was dying.  A cooperative and central 
packing shed has been set up, and I have had the privilege of chairing that group, the Sweeter Banana Co-op.  Our 
products, which used to be considered the worst of the lot - when Queensland product was top of the shelf - now 
receive a far better price than bananas from anywhere else in Australia.  Carnarvon has the highest returns of any 
banana region in Australia.  For the first time in a long while, bananas are being planted again in Carnarvon.  The 
number of plantations decreased from 172 to 68, but is now on the rise again, with people buying plantations and 
replanting bananas.  It is all through the efforts of a group of people who were around for a long time before I became 
involved, obviously.  I have been in that industry for only the past four or five years.  However, a group of people got 
together and said, “What are we doing?  We are throwing away the smaller bananas - the medium-size bananas.  They 
don’t fetch a price in Perth.  They don’t match the Queensland ones.  We must have bigger and bigger bananas.”  
Somebody said, “Why don’t we put them in bags, call them lunch box bananas, and target them at the kids.”  That is 
now the premium banana; it is the one that everyone wants.  We cannot supply enough of them.  We cannot supply 
Coles and Woolies.  We can just get by with Foodland.  As I said, the demand is growing and growing, and people are 
planting Carnarvon bananas again.  It is a great feeling.  I went into the industry five years ago saying, “There is no 
future for bananas.  We are growing bananas in the desert.  How the bloody hell can you do that and make a quid?”  It 
has been only through the efforts of those people - there are only about half a dozen of them - 10 or 12 years ago, who 
gritted their teeth and said that they would make sure there was a future, that the industry has been turned around.  It is 
an easier time for us now.  As I said, I came in when they had the recognition.  Now we only have to make the shed 
itself a viable concern.  That has been reasonably difficult for many reasons.  However, we are getting there now.  We 
have created employment for 31 people.  That number is down a little now, because we are making it viable.  
However, it is an instance of value adding and of allowing people to finish work at five or six o’clock on a plantation, 
rather than sitting in the shed packing bananas until 11 or 12 o’clock, and they do a far better job looking after their 
patches of bananas.  That is an achievement. 
I will not mention the people, because, as members know, as soon as we try to thank and recognise the people in a 
particular industry, we leave out the most important ones.  All I will say is congratulations to all those people who 
turned the industry around.  They have made sure that the industry in Carnarvon will continue.  It is an industry for 
which Carnarvon has always been recognised.  It is not just the horticultural side of it that is important.  It is an 
important industry in the history of the town and on the tourism side.  People think of Carnarvon as the banana capital, 
and they go there and want to see a banana plantation and the like.  That small group that was involved in the banana 
cooperative early on should be congratulated for their efforts. 
It has been a wonderful time for me in Parliament, both in the other house and in this place.  As everybody knows, it is 
a great honour to represent the people of Western Australia, and particularly the people in our own electorates.  They 
are great people.  Many of those who came from the city, as I did, went to the regions, looking at it as being an 
opportunity to get promotion within their given fields.  If people remain there for any time, they do not want to leave.  
That is what happened to me.  I went to Kalgoorlie in 1974.  When people ask me when I am going back to Perth, I 
say that I am home now.  That is what happens.  Unfortunately, there are not now the incentives for people to go to the 
bush.  There are fly in, fly out arrangements, and the size of farms is declining.  All that means that more and more 
people are going to the south west corner of the state.  Unfortunately, in the south west corner, we are all relying on 
the same water sources, and we just bring the problems with us.  Until we solve those problems and make sure that the 
biggest geographical state in Australia is decentralised, the problems that we have now will continue.  We need to take 
the people to the water, not try to bring the water down from the north to the people. 
With those words of advice, I thank everyone for their patience with me as a new chum to this place and a person who 
was blooded in the other house.  I thank everyone for their friendship, and I look forward to keeping in contact with 
everyone over the years.  Thank you very much. 
Members:  Hear, hear! 

_________________ 
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