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Mr. Marshall:
every year?

Mr. WITHERS: Nearly every year. I
am a family man, and I can show the hon.
member a tin frunk confaining between
£15 and £20 worth of books, some of which
cost 7s. or 8s., the leaves of wbich had
hardly been turned hefore they had to be
disearded in preference for other books
that had heen substituted. Parents cannot
afford to pay so munch for books in these
days.

Mr. Marshall: Are those books com-
piled and printed within the State?

Myr. WITHERS: Of course not. The
other evening the Premier referred to the
tariff on books. He said we had lo get
books from overseas because Anstralian
writers could not provide.all that 'was
necessary, and I quite agree with what he
said.

The Attorney General: We are produe-
ing a great many books in Australia now.

Mr. WITHERS: T am glad to hear that;
it is certainly time we did so.

The Attorney General: We have been
doing that for some years.

Mr. WITHERS: I know that the schoo)
paper the children read is a Victorian
publication. Tt s certainly an Anstralian
product and is much appreciated, but I
think we should go much further in that
direction. [ have no objection to all classes
of literature for adults being imported info
the State, but I think we should endeavour
to give the ehildren a fittle Australian lit-
erature in the early stages of their eduea-
tion.

Arve the books changed

Mr. Marshall: At any rate we should have
hooks provided in Western Australia for ele-
mentary education purposes.

The Attorney General: We have officers
engaged on the work of preparing such
hooks now,

Mr. WITHERS: T am glad to hear the
Minister make that announcement. 1t will
have a tendeney to stop the practice of
changing the text hooks every vear. The
old Royal Reader that T used in my day had
been handed down from hrother to brother
and is still in the possession of my father.
It has been in the family for 40 veare,

The Minister for Lands: The only mistake
it wmade was that it brought you to this
Chamber!
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Hon. J. C. Willeock: That is not the only
mistake the old Roval Reader made.

My, WITHERS: I trust that cffort will
he Pollowed still further because the penple
in receipt of the basie wage, or less than that
wage, are certainly not in a position te huy
books for their children attending school.
I thank members for the patient hearinge
they have aceorded me. [t is not a patient
hearing that 1 desire, hut justice for the
South-West. 1 want the Bunbury harbour
to he attended to properly because it is neces-
sary for the South-West, for without it, that
part of the State cannot prosper.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [6.5]: During
the debate on the Supply Bill last weck,
the sustenanee question proved & very vexed
one. The outecome of that discussion cer-
{ainly gave me great pleasure insofar as it
proved to me that Opposition members re-
sent very keenly the interference by the Fed-
eral Government with Western Australia.
On that point they established, to my mind,
a very firm case in support of secession. I
am sure the Dominion League and others
interested in severing ounr connection with
the Commonwealth must have been very
pieased indeed with the contentions sub-
mitted by Opposition members. At this
stage T wish to say that [ admire the Leader
of the Opposition very much, and always
have been an admirer of his. | know that
uppermost in his mind is the welfare of fhe
State. The Minister For Waorks must have
been exceedingly pleased with the attitude
of the Opposition respecting another phase.
The Minister is endeavouring to establish the
principle of bulk handling operations in
Western Australia, The Leader of the Op-
position and other speakers complained that
the Government were emiploying hand labour
in connection with the drainage works at
Harvey instead of making machinery avail-
abte. Oppesition memhbers certainly sup-
ported the Minister for Works in his effort
to establish bulk handling because they ad-
vocated the use of machinery instead of hand
tabour.

Mr. Mars<hall: The Minister is not too san-
guine abhout the position himself.

Mr. THORN : The Minister is desirous of
establishing the prirciple of bulk handling
and must feel pleased indeed with the sup-
port the Opposition gave hum regarding the
use of machinery. Bulk handling is an im-
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portant matter for Western Australia. To-
day farmers are down and out, and are sut-
fering from the effects of low prices for
their produets. Anything we can do to make
available a few pence extra per bushel, it is
our duty to accomplish. I am in favour of
the bulk handling scheme that will give the
farmers the greatest henefit, and I shall sup-
port it when the bulk handling measures are
brought before the House. As a country
member, I am eoncerned about unemplov-
ment m the outer distriets, and the lack of
consideration the country unemploved are
receiving. It is difficult for those who are
cut of work in the rural districts to estab-
lish their destitution, seeing that many of
them own small blocks. The fact remains, how-
ever, that many of those people are passing
through most disiressing experienees,

Hon, J. C. Willcock: Do you support
their claim for £150 a year?

Mr. THORN: No, not for a moment. On
the other hand, I have put a proposition
hefore the Government, and if it were
agreed to, there would be no need to force
the farmers I have in mind 1o establish their
clalin for sustenance on the grounds of des-
titution, 1 propose that if work was under-
taken mn the areas where the farmers were
located, they might be given two davs’ work
rer week, which would materially assist them.
1 ¢an give an instance to illustrate the hard-
ships involved in the present situation. The
road from Chidlows Well to Wooroloo is
being deviated from the blocks held by a
number of impoverished settlers. They took

up those hlocks with the objeet of supplying

firewood and charcoal to the city, but they
have last their market. With so many en-
gaged with trucks in procuring and deliver-
ing firewood, those settlers have little ehance
of making ends meet. Their blocks comprise
a poor type of land that wounld not main-
tnin a sheep to 10 acres. They are in an
unfortunate position, They are destitute
but rannot secure employment. 1 appeal
to the Government to give those people con-
sideration and not to force them to come to
Perth to establish their claim for susten-
anee. On the other hand, I ask the Gov-
ernment to provide them with two days’
work n week in order to keep them going.
T wav glad to hear the remarks of the mem-
her for Geraldton (Hon. .J. C. Willeock)
and the memher for Bunbury (Mr. Withers)
in advoeacy of small allotments. There was
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never a more opportune time than the pre-
sent for the Government to encourage small
holdings.

Mr. Marshall: We should not have done
anything clse.

Alv, THORN : I agree with that statement.
Amongst the unemployed are men of ex-
perience and of good calibre, men most
anxious to take up small holdings in order
to provide for themselves. They are desti-
lute and cannot get the necessary assistance
to enable them to take up holdings. The
Government would be wise to give that sug-
eestion serious consideration. In the hills
district of my electorate, along the Midland
line and in the Toodyay area, there is land
suitable for that purpose. Tt is well water-
ed and is available.

My, Alarshall: Not Crown land?

My, THORN: There is plenty of Crown
land between Clackline and Toodyay. Of
course the land along the Midland line is
owned by the Midland Railway Company.
There are poverty-stricken farmers who have
good properties, but owing to the depres-
sion they have lost the market for their
wool and wheat. The consequence is that
they are not in a position to meet their com-
mitments and they would be only too pleased
to place the land T have in mind at the dis-
posal of the Government. Although the
dried frmits industry is fairly stabilised to-
day, it musi not be thought that the viticul-
tural mdustry has all its eges in one basket.
Apart from dried fruits, the growers have
exported grapes and have placed them on
the local market. In addition, they have sent
sapplies to the wine cellars. T have heard
it suggested by members that the dried
fruits industry is in a flourishing condition,
hut the faet is that we are merely in a posi-
tion to meet our interest charges. No mem-
ber of this House would desire us to be
reduced to the povertv-stricken basis of the
wool and wheat growers. I will give an in-
stance to illustrate the position regarding
export grapes. The industry is like a baro-
meter; it goes up and down. Although in
the previous year we secured good returns,
the market varies.

Sitting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr. THORN: Before tca I was touching
hrieflv on the viticultural industry and en-
deavouring to point ont that although dried
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fruits aie now ia a fairly stahilised condi-
tion, we have not all our ezgs in one hasket,
I want to demonstrate the position of export
grapes this season. One grower exported
00 cases in one consignment and got a re-
turn of £2 7s. 6d. for that consignment.
lonagine that amount for 700 cases! His
next return, for 80 cases, was a dehit of
£ 5s, G,

Hon. I, Collier: His return was a debit.

Mr. Kenneally: It sounds like Government
finance.

My, THORN: That is another phase of
the ndustry.  FMortunately during the last
12 months a new enterprise in the way of a
wine cellar has been established on the Swan.
That certainly has ereated a little more com-
petition, and we have secured a bettey price
for our wine crapes. [ am hoping to per-

siade the dlinister for Agriculture during

this session 1o amend the Caxes Act. On the
coldlields we have a very good market for
wine grapes, but untortunately up to date
we have had to send thein forward in petrol
cases costimg u= 14s. per dozen. | propose
to ask the Mintster whether it would not he
possthle to =0 mmend the Act as to allow us
to send the srapes forward in secoud-hand
dumps, which we ean purchase at 2d. each.
The only dilficulty is the possible dinger of
gpreading fruit fly, but | have consulted the
Mintster’s olticers and have convinced them
that at all events on the goldlields there ix
no danger in that respeet.

The Minister for Lands: What about their
orehards?

M. THORXN: There is no danger fo then
orchards, because yvou will already find the
fruit iy thriving in the quandongs in that
district.

The Minister for Lards @ |
orehards in the Upper Swan.

Mr. THORXN: There is no danger there.
We can uze second-hand dummps in our in-
dustry to-day, but we are not allowed to send
them over a certain line. I would be the last
Lo advocate a method like this if it involved
any danger. T have been vitally interested
in the fruit industry for the laxt 25 vears,
and for seven years I was an inzpector in
the industry, so I can assure members that
I would never take any steps that would en-
danger any distriet with pests. If this re-
form could be brought about it would mean
an immense saving to the growers, for they
would then have to pay for a dozen cases
only 2s. as against 14s. 1T am a confirmed
advoecate of organised marketing, and T amn
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aurg there never was a time when it was
more urgeint that we =hould endeavour to
bring about the organied marketing of our
products, and conseguently the control of
our surplus.  To-day we have surpluses in a
zood mauy lines, such as egegs, cifrus frmt,
dried fruit, apples and fat lanbs. [ am sure
control in that re~pect could be applied, and
I s most earnest in my contention that if
the Governmeni ean posszibly hring down a
B.H this session to assist us m the organised
marketing  of  our products, they will not
only do @ great serviee to the producer, but
will be heneliting the worker also. 1 have
Frequently heard members declare that the
producer has wasted woney in the past. 1
do nat agree with that, hut | will say the
pioducer i<y hrave =pender, and that if he
is getting a wood return from his produets he
will soon put that moncey intu cireulation.
So any henelfit the producer mizht get Erom
{his proposed reform will be reflected on the
worker. A few months ago 1 had the plea-
aure ol introducing a depufation to the Min-
tster For Works in relation to a new bridge
tor Toodyay.  The hiidge leading vut from
the east end of the town. on the Goomalline
road is unsafe, and the other bridge, having
heen built at too low a level, is under water
i tines of Hood., So | ask the Minister
to wive, if it be at all possible, due con-
sidevation to that bridee for Toodvav. All
that the people ot Toodyvay ask for is one
centeal bridge. [ have heard a little criti-
eistn from the Opposition directed af the
Luilding of the Yanchep road.

Hon. I, Collier- I forgot that is all rich
laad out there.

Mr. THOKN: Yes, that is one point the
hon. member has forgotten.  That road was
built ar a time when we were all anxious to
find ewmiployment for men who in turn were
suxious o eari. the monev they were re-
ceiving. For the workers, I am sure, do not
appreciate su<genanee as sueh, but  wonld
rather eavn the mionev.  The opportunity to
bulld that roxl was ripe, the material was
all available locally, and =0 it meant vir-
tually 106G per cent. labour. L was amonest
these who took pari in requesting the Minis-
ter to build if.

Hon, I, Collier: T find T have been criti-
cisinir the wrong person.

My, THORN: The Wanneroo disteiet i<
nnserved by ratlways, and so (he best of
roads is resuired, since the peopls have to
depend on road transport. In conclusion |
should like to congreatulate the Gavernment
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on the way they have carried on and the
economies they have effected during this
very serious crisis through which we are
passing.  Undoubtedly it is a. world-wide
depression, and so we cannot blame ouyr
State Parliament for it. It is one of those
things that have been inflicted upon us. In
diffieult circumstances the Govermment have
carried on, and I commend them for it
Also T offer my congratulations to the
Leader of the Opposition for the statesman-
like speech he delivered here on Tuesday
evening. I may he pardoned if I say I am
quite sure the Leader of the Opposition
and his colleagues sitting opposite have the
welfare of Western Australia uppermost in
their minds.

HON. 8. W. MUNSIE (Hannans)
[7.40]1: The Speech delivered to Parliament
by His Excelleney is eertainly a very short
one. I do not altogether agree that thaf is
a good thing, particularly if the Governor’s
Speeches to he delivered to future Parlia-
ments are going to contain as little informa.
tion as this latest one does. With the mem-
ber for Geraldton (Hon. .J. C. Willeoek), I
am prepared to admit that the Speech is
informative respecting the State’s produe-
tion during the past vear. But in a general
sense the Speech is remarkable rather for
the things it does not =av. Here is one
paragraph from it:—

In order to meet the grave financial crisis
which existed, expenditure has heen greatly re-
duced during the year in accordance with the
Premiers’ Tlan, The falling off in revenue
has necessitated ceonomy in every possible

direetion, so that government might continue
along the path of financial reconséruetion,

Here is another remarkable paragraph from
the same source—

The persistence of the world-wide depression
made it imperative for the Premicrs to decide
unanimously that the provisions of the Pre-
mers’ Plan should be continued for the en-
suing year.

I could understand that if during the 12
months’ experience we have had of the Pre-
miers’ Plan i{ bad proved to be of any
benefit to the State, I think it as well that
we should analyse what has happened during
the last 12 months since the Premiers’ Plan
lias been in operation, so that we may sec
whether we are justified in continuing thag
Plan fer a further 12 months. May I point
aut that one result of 12 months’ workine
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of the Premters’ Plan has been a record
defieit in Western Australia’s finances.

The Minister for Lands: You would not
sny the Premiers’ Plan was responsible for
the deficit. We got a 2 per cent. reduction of
our Australian debt.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Yes, in some ways
the Plan has been of henefit to the State,
hut the more the Minister argues in that
direction, the more will it tell against him
in the end; because if he claims that the
Premier’s Plan has heen the saviour of Aus-
tralia, then his Government’s record deficif
is  a disgruee fo  them, I certamnly
do not think it opportune for the
deputy Premier to mention the bene
fits the Government have had frow
the Premiers’ Plan when even
with those henefits they have so markedlx
failed in their attempts to sguare the Bud-
get. And that would not be so bad if the
present vear did nol promise very much
worse. Under this Plan which is to bhe the
salvation of Australia, inclnding Western
Australia, we find that for the first month
te elapse of this finaneial vear, the Govern-
iment have gone to the bad by £34,020 more
than they did in July of last year. If retro-
eression continues af the same rate through-
ont the 12 months, the Government will he
£408,000 worse off this year than they were
last vear. There are no indieations that the
financial position in Western Australia has
unproved one iota. Tverything points to
its growing worse. [ admit that the month
of July always shows a defieit, but there ara
reasons for it.

The Minister for Lands:
ance on the 30th June.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: That applied to
last year also. J was glad that the Loan
Council or Premiers’ Conference insisted
upon all Governments elosing their bools
nn the 30th June. Previonsly the hooks
were elosed on that date as regards expen-
diture, but for revenue the hooks were kent
open for 10, 12 or 1+ days longer, and the
money received was crvedited to the previous
vear’s income. Tt was decided that the hooks
should definitely he ¢losed on the 30th Jung,
and last vear was the first oceasion on whiclt
that system c¢ame into operation. (‘onse-
guently the Deputy Premier cannot elaim
that eircumstances were different this vear.
hecause last vear the hooks had to he elosed
on the 30th June. T do not want to he erit:-
cal, but T would like some information ra-

We had to hal-



