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bave no right to so deseribe it—as an old
men’s home—I beg pardon, Mr. Speaker,
I shall say that when an election was held
for another place we found two Labour
men, up against powerful opponents, on a
roll anything but satisfactory, returned
by large majorities. It is an indication
that the people require a change in our
institutions, and that some radical re-
form is neecessary in that Chamber, which
is deseribed as a check on hasty legisla-
tion, but it could be beiter described as
the death chamber of demoeratic hope,
and of all progressive legislation. Now a
few words in regard to a letter I have
just eome across. I claim that there is no
canse for alarm at the advent of the
Laboar Government, although some
people, it would seem, ave trembling at
the threatened results. This leiter was
written to a Iady who had a couple of
patches of sand to sell. No tax that
could be imagined was likely to affect
that land ; yet when this lady placed her
two blocks in the hands of a candidate
unsuceessfully running in the liberal in-
terests at the recent eleetion, a My, Mit-
chell—not the member for Northam, but
a Mr. Wilford Mitehell—he wrote to this
cffect—

Dear Madam, I am in receipt of
vours of 17th instant and must express
regrel for my appavent negligence in
not replying sooner, the delay having
been oceasioned by the iliness of my
ivpist and congestion of work. It would
he impossible for me Lo put a fixed price

~on vour two lots, the position being
that if a person requires a block he
generally ascertains what is on the
market and pieks the cheapest. The
adveni of the Labour Government into
power will not faecilitate the sile, as
the land tax is going to be reimposed
without any exemption and, consequen-
tly, the unearned increment is all eaten
up by the taxation, therefore specu-
lators are chary of buying except for
purposes of utility.

No land tax would be likely to affect

ilose {wo blocks located at Welshpool.
The land market is decidedly quieter
and T ean hold out no immediate hope
of finding a buver. Had you expressed
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a wish to sell a few months ago I

could easily have disposed of the lot.

However, please let me know what you

are prepared to take, and rest assured

I will do by best to carry out your

wishes.

Mr, Heitmann : You are not surprised
at Lis being beaten.

Mr, O’LOGHLEN : No, but I am sur-
prised that anyone should try to mislead
and scare the people like that.  This
genlleman in the land agency business
replies to the effect that he is unable to
place the blocks, that speculators will
not buy them owing to the advent of this
Labour Government, and that it is im-
posible to get rid of a holding. Yet [
have been informed by Mr. MeCallom,
seeretary of the Trades Hall, who owns
a block of Iand at Subiaco and has never
yvet tried to sell it, that since the change
of Governmeni bhe has received three
written applications from would-be
buyers. 1 think if Mr. Wilford Mitchell
perseveres in the strain in which he wrote
that letfer some of the congestion in his
office will be relieved, and he will have a
little more time to inquire into the state
of the market than he then had. I desire
to eonclude by expressing the hope that
the Government will show an earnest de-
sire in the near future to carry into effect
the poliey they have brought down to the
House. It might have been a more com-
prehensive policy if we had contemplated
sitting o few weeks in the summer, but
on past experience I do not think we
would be likely to get good results if we
kept members here until February or
March. Next session, however, it is to
he hoped the Government will come
down with a far-reaching policy which
will be duly carried into effect, and as
a result of which the party will be
sprred into greater efforts in the cause
of humanity, efforts which will lead to
the lasting wood of every taxpayer in the
community.

Mr. HARPER (Pingelly): Although
opposed to members on the Government

stde of the House I have to con-
eratulate vou, Sir, on the very high

and honourable position in which yon
have been placed, and I hope yorur
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will fill that position in a manner
deserving of it. I have not much doubt
in that respeet. I congratulate the Pre-
mier on the great majority he obtained
at the last election. I do not see very
much difference in opinion at the present
time between members on the Grovernment
side and those on this side of the House.
I have heard a good deal about the plat-
form of the Labour party, and I have
heard froms members of the Legislative
Council that they are a non-party House,
I am inclined to thiok also that this is a
non-party House at the present time.
Evervone hopes for the future prosperity
of Western Awustralia. I for one will eon-
gratulate the Premier and his party if the
prosperity of Western Aunstraha is main-
tained and continued, as I sincerely hope
it will be. I do not care whether a Gov-
ernment be branded Labour or Liberal as
long as the ship of State is kept merrily
moving along. This is of far more im-
portance to me than anything like party
politiecs. The Government have been re-
turned with a lavge majority, but the
same ihing applied to the Liberal Govern-
ment aboul six years ago, when the state
of parties was something like 36 to 14.
Still they did not mainfain that position,
and I would Jike to point out to members
of the Government that this is a very
diffienlt State to administer, and that if
Ministers do only ope-half of whal their
supporters are expecting of them, they
will have done well. I am rather afraid
they have very hard task masters, If
the Minister for Mines can do all that is
expected of him he is nothing less than
a wonder, As I have said, this is a very
difficult State to administer, owing to ils
vast area and its great distances
from centres. We are one-third of the
continent of Australia, with only about
one-fifteenth of population. So it means
long distances, and great areas of unde-
veloped eounfry. For that reason we have
a very diffienlt task to penform, and I for
one did think, honestly and sincerely, that
the Wilson Government did marvellounsly
good work for Western Australia. I ap-
preciated their efforts and will continue
to do so, until I see that I have rade a
mistake, and I think that day will be a
long while coming. Western Australia
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has never been so prosperous, as far as
employment is concerned. There are no
unemployed.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster): There are, I am sorry to say.

Mr, HARPER: Then I am equally
sorry to hear it; at all events there are
none in the agrienltural districis. I for
one have been waiting for labour for a
long time, and for want of it I have had
to make arrangements with my neigh-
bours.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : Send to the Labour Bureau.

Mr. HARPER: I have tried the Labour
Bureau and eould not get suitable men.

Mr, E. B. Johnston: What are you pre-
pared to pay them?

Mr. HARPER: I am paying the usual
rate of wages. I am paying one man
£3 per week and I am paying another
man with his harvester £1 per day. That,
in my opinion, shows the prosperity of
Western Australia. I hope that pros-
pertty will be maintained, and if it is
mgintained I do not think that anyone
will have any reason to grumble. The
Government were returned by a very
large majority, and I wonder for what
reason the late Government were thrust
out in sueh a fashion. I think it was
more than the vote of the Labour party;
many liberals must have voted for the
Labour (Government on that oceasion.
But I want to say that the Government
have a desperate position te fill, and all
the Ministers will have my ecordial sup-
port if they continue the prosperity of
the State. With regard to the votes re-
corded in the last eleetion, no one can
gaiusay thal it was a well-contested elec-
tion; about 75 per cent. of the people ve-
eorded their voles thronghout the State,
and 72 per eent. of the eleciors voied in
the Pingelly electorate, which was a re-
cord. But a large number of people in
that district were disfranchised, particu-
larly the people ount in the far eastern por-
tion of the coustituency, and there were
a number of people on the boundaries of
the Beverley and Pingelly electorates who
could tot reeord their votes, Somelling
ought to be done to correct that state of



268

affairs, because the people should not be
disfranchised through no fanlt of their
owin.

Mr. Price: It was the fault of your
Government.

Mr., HARPER: I do not know about
that, but it is a rather diffieult thing to
get the voles in the right place. 1t is
difficult to deal with voters who are living
just on the boundary of two electorates,
and I do not blame the past Government. +
T am very glad indeed that the Govern-
ment have decided to reduce the Mini-
sterial salaries. I was against the in-
ereased payment to members, and I am
sorry that the Government ure not going
a bit further and proposing to reduce the
salaries of members of the Legislative
Council. T say that a reduction and ve-
trenchment in that direction would meet
with the approval of the people of West-
ern Australia, I notieed in the paper this
morning that the Government are aceused
of not carrying out a plank of the fight-
ing platform,

The Minister for Mines: Who accused
them?

Mr. HARPER: A writer in the West
Australian. 1 am glad that the Govern-
ment are nol going in ifor earrying out
the fighting platform, and that they are
dealing with the matter with deliberation.

My, Heitmann : What part of it do yon
object to?

Mr. HARPER.: The plank referring to
eight hours per day. Tt is impossible lo
carry out farming and harvest work by
working eight hours a day. '

The Minister for Mines: That is on no
platform.

Mr. HARPER: That is part of the
general platform of the party.

My. Heitmann: Did you not tell the
farmers that they could not possibly vote
for labour beeause in the midst of har-
vesting the workers would be going out
on strike?

Alr. HARPER : No, I did not. Every-
one knows that it is impossible to farm
on the eight hours system, Farming al-
ready has to bear all the load that it ean
earry. - .

The Minister for Mines: The eight
Liours syslem is possible in New Zealand.
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Mr. HARPER: New Zealand is dif-
ferent from Western Australia. The land
and climate there are mnch better than
they arve on the averace in Western Auvs-
tralin. At any rafe, the present conditions
are guite severe enough for the farmer.

Mr, B, J. Stubbs: There are suceessful
farms in this State worked on the eight
hours prineiple.

Mr, HARPER: I have not come in
contact with them or beard of them.

Mv. Green: Your objection has heen
offered to eight hours in the case of every
industry.

Mr. HARPER: No, it is a very dif-
ferent thing to adopt an eight howrs day
on 2 mine, or in other laborious oceupa-
tions. T recognise that eight hours per
day is quite suflicient ; in facl, seven hours
is enough if one works well in a mine.

Mr. A, A. Wilson: It is only 6% hours
in the north of England.

Mr, HARPER: That is because they
work continnously and have no lunch time
I suppose. I have worked six hours in a
mine, but that was becanse we never stop-
ped owing fo the great quantity of water,
1 repeat thal the present beurs on the
farms are short enough. T am glad that
the CGlovernment are going on with the
construclion of railways in the agrieul-
tural avea and T am pleased to see in the
Speech a reference to the Transeontinenlal
railway. In this regard 1T would like the
Government to consider the advisahility
of taking fthat line through Armadale and
Norseman and connecling it with the pre-
sent surveyed route about 250 miles east
of Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for Mines:
dentally throngh Pingelly.

Mr. TARPER: Well, if the Govern-
ment approved of that il would meet with
the approval of the people of Weslern
Australia. The reason for lhe suggested
alleration of ronle ig thal the present line
to Kalgoorlie is doing very zood work. It
will cost at the very least 114 million
pounds to construct a line sueh as we have
from Perth to Kalgoorlie, and to take that
up and put down another in its place
wonld be a waste of mopey. I am in-
formed that {here is. a very good route
through the goldfields avater ecatchment

And inei-
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aren, whereby a grade of one in 80 could
be obtained instead of the one in 50 grade
which exists on the present railway to the
goldfields. By this proposed new route
we would be opening up good country
from 80 to 100 miles south of the eastern
line, and this land would be a valnable
asset to the State. I hope this line will
commend itself to the Government and
people of Western Ansivalia and to ihe
Commonwealth authorities.

Mr. Priece: Where is that good coun-
trv?

Mr. HARPER: Ttis claimed that there
is good agrienltural land at Norseman,
and I am sure if it is good there it ought
to continue pood westward to the Great
Soutliern railway. At any rate, the land
must improve as we go south and the
rainfall inereases. By running the line
further south we wounld have a better
chance of getling more rain than by keep-
ing to the present route. This State has
passed an enabling Bill, and we should
have two lines by this proposed alteration
instead of one if the Traunscontinental rail-
way were to replace the present goldtields
line. T hope the (overnment will see thair
way clear to continue the railway up the
Hotham Valley and give railway facilities
to other parts of the State. There have
been pioneers in the Wandering distriet,
who have lived there for 50 years and
who have been very badly served in (he
matter of railways.

Mr, Heitmann: Some of them said that
they did not want a railway to burn down
their erops.

Mr. HARPER: That may be so, but
if they did that the hon. member must
excuse them for not knowing better. If
I had heard them express that opinion I
would have given them my deepest sym-
pathy.

The Minister for Mines: Did not the
late Government promise 12 months azo
lo send the advisory board to Wandevinz
to report, and they have not dene s0?

Mr. HARPER: T think they have done
20, and I think that the board have re-
commended a railway in that dirvection.

. The Minister for Mines: No, not o
Wandering, :
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Mr, HARPER: But very near to it. I
should be pleased to see {hat railway built,
as well as the Yilliminning-Kulin lixe
and also other lines in those areas. A great
deal has ben said about the cost of liviry,
aud I would be glad to see something done
to reduee it. However, I very much doubt
if we will have any chance of redueing
the cost of living very much in this State.
We imported last year from the Eastern
States £3,500,000 worth of produce, and
our exports are infinitesimally small. Tt
is true that we are exporting a large quau-
tity of gold, but that is a different ma(icr
from importing products such as butter,
cheese, eggs, and manufactured implements
of all deseriptions. I want to point out
also that the difference in wages between
Victoria and Western Ausivalia is exacily
£30 per annum per employee; that is, the
average amount of salaries and wages paid
to employes during 1908 shows a difter-
ence of £50 per annum per employee.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter) : That has ben altered a good deul
since then. There is very little difference
now,

Mr. HARPER: Then ail the better for
Western Australia. I would like to sae
the wages in Victoria as high as in West-
ern Australia, and then this State would
have a ehance of competing in these var-
ious indmstries,

Hon. W. C. Angwin {Honorary Minis-
ter) : Not unless we wiped out some of
the rings in Western Australia,

Mr. HARPER : I do not know that
Lhere are any wore rings in Western Aus-
tralia than there are in the Bastern Stafes.
But I want to make it clear that we are
paying in wages per annum £50 per head
more than they are in Victoria. Nol lenz
ago tenders were invited' for eerruin
printing work, and the tender in Vieloria
was £50 and in Western .Australia £90,
with the vesult that the printing went to
the Eastern States. That is why we are
80 harshly treated in Western “Anstralia.
According 10 the imports this State must
empioy some 50,000 people in the Eagt- |
ern Stales. That is where we suffered” so
much by joining Federation and by “tie
wages in the Eastern’ States heing so much -
lower than those we pay here. Tt is that =
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whirh makes it so diffienll for the Govern-
ment of Weslern Australia to econtrol the
affairs of State successfully, and 1 only
hope that the Government can do ha!f as
much as the members on that side expect
of them. If they do all that I do not
{hink they will have done very wrong. I
do not think a reduction can take pince in
the cost of living. There is not likely
to be any reduction in the cost of meat
for a year or lwo owing to ihe drought ex-
isting in the North and North-West, amd
T do not think, owing to the searcity of
produets and necessaries of life, the cost
of living ean be brought down in any way.

Mr. Green: The member for Kimberley
has told us there are more cattle in Kim-
berley than can be used.

Mr. HARPER: There is a great sacri-
fice in weight in bringing down cattle, and
they are reduced something like lewt. on
the trip; and as i costs about £3 a head
to bring them down, it does not give much
for growing the cattle. 1 have heard many
oplimisiic remarks from members on both
sides of the House with refevence to the
mining industry. I only hope they will be
renlived in the future. I agree with the
wember for Murchison that mining is not
so flourishing as some would like. 1 would
like to know how this resuscitation of the
mining indusivy or inereased prosperity
is {0 be bronght about.

The Minister for Mines: Who promised
12

Mr. HARPER: T am not saying ile
Minisler for Mines had promised it, but
fhere were cerlainly a great many on both
sides of the ITouse optimisiic in regard
to the mining industry, and I would like
to know how they ean bring this
prosperity about. No doubt there have
heen mines mismanaged as members bave
said, but who is to know whether they have
been mismanaged or not¥ I have heard &
great deal about mines being ¢losed down,
but I do not know of any mine that has
been closed down that is a payable pro-
position. Il would be the last thing a
company or anyone concerned in mining
would do to close down a mine making a
profit. Ioven if it is not making a profit,
if it only makes ends meet, the mine is
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kept going in the hope that some day
there will be a new development. It is
difficult to say whether the public hatteries
have been all that was desived. 1 thought
they were going to play a very mportani
part in mining in Western Australia, and
they have to some exient, but there is this
about it, that it has nearly always fol-
lowed that the owners have not done much
development ahead and that, when the ore
was {aken out and there was nothing but
dead ends to look forward to, there was
hitle for anyone to slart on. There must
he some inducement for people to take
up mining, It is a very risky game and
T do not know how this great guestion is
to be remedied,

Mr, Heilmann: Boows like the Bull-
fineh will not do any good.

Mr. HARPER: I agree with the hon.

member. We all regret the Bullfinch
boom. [ voled for the Bullfineh railway.

1 eould pot understand that so many large
llolatiens of companies could take place
and the result be so different, I hope the
mine will turn out well so as lo warrant
the vailway, Again the people were so
anxions to buy blocks of town land at
such high prices it made others think that
people who were buying the land knew
what they were doing and that they were
not putting money into a wild scheme. I
do not know what amendments are to be
wsde to the Arbitration Act, but I am still
in favour of the wages hoards system as
in exisience in Victoria, because the
people connected with a wages board
would be wmore practical, wonld under-
stand loenl requirements hetter than a
Supreme Court Judge or any one advocate
in a large country like Western Australia.

Mr. Heitmann: Tt sometimes fakes
twelve months in Vietoria to apply for a
hoard.

Mr. HARPER: 1If the hon. member
bad a lecal board in Cue, surely it would
be sufficient. It could be easily arranged
for five or six practical men to sit on each
side. That would be a far better way (o
settle dispules than to have the decision
of a Supreme Court Judge who lives five
or six hundred miles away from the spot.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Under the wages-
board system there is an independent

L J
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chairman who knows nothing about the
industry.

Mr. HARPER: I understand the two
sides select a chairman and he ean be got
in the district. I should think that would
be a more practical way of dealing with
a diffienlt problem,

Mr, Heitmann: What is wrong with the
Arbitration Act?

Mr. HARPER: Very often awards are
given and little nofice is taken of them.

My, Heitmann: YWhen?

My, SPEAKER: Orvder!

Mr. HARPER: There are plenty of
cases where they do not comply with the
conditions of the award.

Mr, Underwood: Would you slate one
case?

My, HARPER : I know of several, but
I do not remember them at the present
{ime. I am pleased that the powers of
the Apricultnral Bank ave to be enlarged.
The bank has done great work in the de-
velopment of the land in Western Aus-
tralia, hut it has not done all the develop-
ment. I gather from information I have
had from the Associated Baunks, insuvance
ecompanies and private concerns, that
there 1s something like four or five
millions of money in the agricultural areas
from these institufions.

Mr. Underwood: Do they gei any in-
terest on it?%

Mr. HARPER: Of course; and the
Agricnltural Bank gets interest. 1 know
several cases where people have left the
Agricnltural Bank and gone to the asso-
ciated banks rather than stick to the for-
mer,

Mr. Hettmann : Rather than put up
with the humbuog of the past administra-
tion.

Mr. HARPER : Y hope if there is any
humbug it ean be remedied. No doubt
people gain by experience. 1 bope to see
improvements in this direction, A great
deal has been said about immigration.
No donbt a large number of immigrants
who come out here are not sunited to the
conditions, but people have fo be patient
with them, and they themselves will have
to be somewhat patient, but in time they
will become good citizens. It is useless
for the people of Australia and more par-
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ticnlarly Western Australia to go in for
a great scheme of defence if we have not
the population.

Hon, W, C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : What good is population unless we
ean feed them ?

Mr. HARPER : I think we have plenty
of resources in Western Aunstralia to feed
a large population.

Hon. W. C. Angwin {(Honorary Minis-
ter) : There are hundreds of men in
Perth out of work.

Mr. HARPER : It all depends upon
how they apply themselves and tackle
what is to be done. There is plenty to
do and with remuneration and prospeects
for the future, T have travelled a great
deal, and I think the prospects for the
immigrants here are cerfainly equal to
those in any other part of the world. It
is impossible to go in for a great scheme
of defence without population. Mr.
Chamberlain has said, ‘*Get population
and all other things will be added to
von” T quite agree with Mr. Chamber-
lain; we want more population in West-
ern Australia. I will not detain the House
much longer, but I would like 1o reply to
the wild vituperations of the member for
Forrest who was disappointed because le
was not successful in getting his man re-
turned. Evervone is not so fortunate as
the hen. member in being unopposed. He
was at liberty to roam the country and
vilify anyone far and wide.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You never heard me
vilify anvone,

Mr. HARPER.:
heard it said

Mr. O'Loghlen: I did not go about the
country vilifying people. The hon. mem-
ber should prove it or withdraw,

Mr. HARPER: I will withdraw. RBat
certainly the hon. member did so to-night
under the privileges of this House.

Mr. SPEAKER: No member can vilify
anyone under the privileges of this House.
The hon. member must withdraw thaf as
it is a reflection on tbe Chair.

My, HARPER: I do not wish to cast a
reflection on the Chair so I withdraw.
I do not want to be drawn into say-
ing anything about wy opponents, The
hon. member, of course, stands in a more

No; I did not, but I
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favoured position because he has a pocker
borough in Trorresi; everyone is not privi-
leged to the same extent. I will not say
anything furiber in that divection, I will
treat the matter with the contempt it
deserves, 1 have again to congratulate
the Goverpment on their great vietory, I
believe they are sincere and I hope they
will keep a firm check on the finances of
the State, and that they will not tax those
who have anything out of existence. The
Government will not have a great deal of
revenue to handle and for that reason I
would suggest that they should be very
economical with what will be at their dis-
posal, and, heing sincere in their work,
as I believe they ave, I trust they will be
able to carry this country through to a
successful issue.

Question put and passed; the Address
adopted.

House adjourned at 10.44 p.m.

Legislative Hasembly,
Wedneudagr. }5& Nmmber 1911,

Paeo

Questions : Timber lands s - 272
Liguor e, bawking mnomt c.nmpn e
Police Force retiremouts ... . 72
Papers presented 272

Papers: Licensing Conrts, Cue snd Enlgoorlie ... 273
Roynl Courraission Miners’ Lung Diseascs .., 274
Mining Forfeiture, Mikndo 277
Railway Construetlo:h Tmbellup-ougerup g;:‘

Arbitration Act Brea
Woodline, Nallan .. .. 2
Doodlakine lnnd sale - . 28
Returns: Salaries to State servants ., 277
Railwoy constructinn, contractand d.ny labour 278
Biils : D:vm-m: A.u:eurlmmt 2!. 281
1 Cnde A 2n . 983
Tocal Courts Act Amendment, 25, ... .. 288

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2,30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—TIMBER LANDS.
Mr. A, A, WILSON (for Mr, O’Logh-
len} asked the Mibister for Lands:—1,
What is the approximate area of timber
lands still in the possession of the Crown,
apart from concessions and permits? 2,
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What is the approximate area of Crown
lands now being operated on by different
companies?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied:—1, The avea of jarrah and karri
country within the Siate was estimated by
the late Ednie Brown at approximately
9,200,000 acres; the arvea held under con-
cessions, fimber leases, and sawmilling
yermits on the 3Mh June last was 1,304,-
292 acres, leaving an approximate area
of 7,F06.718 acres still in the possession
of the Crown. 2, The information is not
at present available, but will be: obtained.

QUESTION — LIQUOR TRADE,
HAWKING AMONGST CAMPS.

Mr, A. A, WILSON (for Mr. O'Logh-
len) asked the Premier:—1, Is he aware
that large quantities of liquor are heing
hawked amongst the timber camps of the
Sonth-West 2 2, Will he take steps to get
a hetter control of such Irade?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for
the Premier) replied;—1, No, except by
publicans who send liquor to the mills
under orders from the mill hands. 2,
Under above econditions there is no law
to preveni such action.

QUESTION—-POLICE FORCE RE-

TIREMENTS,

Mr. DWYER asked the Premier:—1,
Is there any age fixed for the retirement
of members and officers of the Police
Foree? 2. 1f not, is it the inlention of
the Government to fix same by regulation
in aceordance with the request of the re-
cent depulation to the Colonial Secreiary.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (for the
Premier) replied:—1, No. 2, The ques-
tion is now receiving the consideration of
the Government.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Minister for Lands: 1, By-laws
of the Leederville Municipality. 2, By-
laws of the Vietoria Park Local Board of
Health.



