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INTRODUCTION 

This is an interview with George Edmund Dowd Brand for the 

Parliamentary History Project and the Battye Library Oral History 

Programme. 

Born in Kalgoorlie in March 1911, George Brand left the 

Kalgoorlie High School in 1926 and worked as a junior clerk for 

the Western Australian Government Railways in Perth until 1932 

when he returned to Kalgoorlie to drive a truck in the general 

transport business of his father, George Brand. The business 

became George Brand and Son and later George Brand and Company 

with George E.D. Brand taking it over at the time of his father's 

death. In that time a great deal of the work involved furniture 

removal which included work for both the Liberal and Labor 

parties at election time. George Brand married Marjorie McCahon 

in 1937 and they had one son, Melvyn George. 

In 1956 George Brand was the unsuccessful Liberal candidate for 

the Legislative Assembly seat of Kalgoorlie and in 1965 won the 

Lower North Province in the Legislative Council by 279 votes, 

losing it in 1971. by just four votes. This defeat had a 

devastating effect on George Brand who even contemplated suicide. 

The interview was conducted to ascertain what it was like to 

serve only one term in the Legislative Council. Mr Brand spoke 

of the way he campaigned, of the work done during his term in 

office and his view of the Parliament and relationships between 

those in it. He travelled extensively throughout his vast 

electorate and was considered a conscientious member by his 

colleagues. 

The interview was conducted in April 1987 by Ronda Jamieson. 

There are two tapes. 
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George and Marjorie Brand 



VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT 

BRAND My name is George Edmund Dowd Brand. I'm aged seventy 

six, born 1911, born in Kalgoorlie and - 

RJ The precise date of your birth? 

BRAND March the 28th, 1911, and lived there for fifty seven 

years before we left. That's when I was married. 

RJ And who was your mother? 

BRAND Her name was Kitty Dowd. She was born in Ireland, 

County Cork. [She] came out here with her sisters, two sisters, 

and they lived in Perth and then they went to Coolgardie, and 

Coolgardie to Kalgoorlie in the early days. Met my father and 

lassooed him. 

RJ And who was your father? 

BRAND George Brand, born in Albany; oh, I don't know when. I 

did look it up once. I think I've got some papers in there. I 

could have dug it out, but his exact age - he was in his eighty-

fifth year I think when he died1  

RJ And what was his occupation? 

1 My father was born, I believe, on 23 January, 1873 (GB) 



GEORGE BRAND 2 

BRAND Well, in [his] younger times he was mining round Cool- 

gardie and that was all there was to do round Coolgardie. Later 

on he worked at a well known firm of Fimisters, a grocery firm. 

He used to run the back part of the shop s a storemaij, you 

know, sending the orders out for delivery with the truck and the 

potatoes and onions. I forget the name of what they call it, 

that section. Not hardware, is it? 

RJ Grocery, wholesale? 

BRAND Yes, but the groceries, they were prepared for deliver] 

They were all put in a big box which was put on the horse 

and cart. They had a little run-about later on at Fimisters and 

I used to go when I was a kid with that, you know, got a bit 

late coming home. They used to be late getting the orders out 

and that. He worked there for many years and then they closed 

down and he went to a wine and spirit firm, Richard Holmes; 

worked there for a while, then they closed down at the Depres- 

sion time we're getting to now. He was such a good man at 

running their wine and spirits section, the bulk, coming in and 

bottling and all that sort of business. They all came from 

overseas and places and eastern States in barrels, bicr barrels. 

He used to get it all bottled ready for sale to all the hotels 

and merchants, spirit merchants and things like that. And then 

they wanted him to go to Perth and work for them and run that 

section in Perth he was so good at it, but he said no. He said, 

"I want to stay in Kalgoorlie. I've lived here all my life." 

I think by this time we'd moved down from Lamington down to - he 

became caretaker of the Masonic Hall in Kalgoorlie and we were 

there for the next fifty-odd years, 54 years in the one street 

we lived. He died in the meantime, of course. Of course, he 

retired then lived on there until he died. My mother died a bit 

earlier and I don't know the years of their departure. 



GEORGE BRAND 3 

RJ Did you have any brothers and sisters? 

BRAND [I] had one sister. I believe I had two sisters but 

one died. She'd have been an old lady now, you know, much older 

than I am, but she died in her youth, in Coolgardie, I believe. 

Didn't know much about her. Then I had another sister. She 

died - oh, five or six years ago, buried at Karakatta. 

RJ What was her name? 

BRAND Elsie, Elsie Doris Brand. LShe married later and became 

Mrs E.D. RaJ. 

RJ And was she older or younger than you? 

BRAND Older, about seven or eight years older. 

RN Right. Tell me about your schooling. Where did you go 

to school? 

BRMTD Well, I first went to school at the Kalgoorlie Infants. 

That's the only time I was ever a good scholar. And then I went 

to a little school, in the ordinary school, [the Kalgoorlie 

Central Schoo, then went out to the High School in Kalgoorlie, 

and then I left at third year. I wasn't much of a scholar, I 

might say. And then I applied - they were advertising for 

junior clerks and that sort of thing for the WAGR, so I thought 

I'd apply for a job there and so I got a job there. LIserved in 

the Commissioner's office in Perth and then at the Bayswater 

station]. That lasted for five years and of course then the 

Depression came round in 1932 and I was.. . .you know, they put 

off a lot of people and I was one of those. A lot of them were 

getting to expect a man's wage and they got rid of a lot of 

fellows at that time. It suited me anyway because I was going 
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back and I worked, just started work for my Dad, you know, 

driving a truck. LHe had a general transport business Then he 

got another truck, sort of business, and then business carried 

on from there till we sold the business a couple of years ago, 

something like that. 

We came down here anyway in '68. My sister was running the show 

for a while but it wasn't much success so I went home. We sold 

up the home and moved to Perth. We bought this home out [at] 

Morley. 

RJ So after you left the railways you spent the rest of 

your working life as a truck driver? 

BRAND Yes. 

RJ In your own transport business? 

BRAND Yes. 

RJ Right. What sort of things were you transporting? 

BRAND Oh, we used to do a lot of work for the Nestles milk 

company, like carting cases of milk and deliveries to shops, 

stuff from railway goods sheds; a lot of stuff used to come 

round. But our main business as it went on became furniture 

removals. We were very good at it actually and always, you 

know.... We did just about all the new furniture deliveries in 

Kalgoorlie from furniture stores because of our good record, I'm 

very pleased to say. If a bloke worked for us and he wanted to 

drag a wardrobe along the ground, that just wasn't good enough; 

you had to lift it all the way. We luckily had good employees, 

you know, and they looked after things. We shifted pianos, and 

grand pianos for concerts, for Eileen Joyce. We carted pianos 
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for her and some very famous people in Kalgoorlie, all that; 

removals from one house to another and, well, general cartage 

or, if anybody wanted.. . .their furniture came by rail then we 

started.. . .1 started off the first long distance run from Kal- 

goorlie, the metropolitan area and all that. There were no 

bitumen roads in those days and golly, I thought what the furni-

ture was going to he like when we got it there but, you know, 

we'd prepared for corrugations and things like that. I think 

one of my first jobs was to Albany from Kalgoorlie which was six 

or seven hundred miles. But we had a good business there and 

strangely enough we had very, very few complaints, because we 

had a sort of feeling for furniture and looked after it and 

loaded it properly and right sort of packing and things like 

that. 

RJ What was the name of the business? 

BRAND George Brand and Son, and then it became for some 

reason George Brand and Co.: Dad and I. I think it was probably 

when my Dad died it was made George Brand and Co. after that 

because there were others in it, so we made it the company: and 

Co. 

RJ When you were growing up, as a young boy, were politics 

discussed in your home at all? Did you have any contact with 

political thought? 

BRAND No, I wouldn't know what my mother voted and wouldn't 

know what my father voted. It was very strange because I had a 

lot of connection with politics knowing everybody up there. We 

shifted - we did house removals and often politicians would 

shift. We knew them because I was a member of the Liberal Party 

and we used to do all the [Liberal Party screens]. On election 

day we used to do all the work delivering screens for the elec-

toral office, the Labor Party and th'? Liberal Party, so [laughs] 

we used to do the lot. The Labor boys had a bit of trouble for 
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a while. They used to borrow chairs and tables from one of the 

hotels, you see, and you had to get them back at six for the 

night sessions out at the hotels. As usual, all the members, 

they work and they do it, but our mob - like I was there and 

when you've got a professional doing that sort of cartage, 

automatically you went out and picked them all up and took them 

back and made the publican count them and all that sort of 

caper; made sure he got enough chairs because sometimes it went 

back and one would have fallen off the back or, if I went to you 

or you came to me and said, "Can I borrow ten tables and 

chairs?" and, you know, "Oh, I put those chairs back, Bill", and 

actually there's usually a chair short or something like that, 

or they'd forgotten to pick up at one place. It finished up 

they made me the honorary paid carter of chairs and tables on 

election day. [Laughs] . We also did the screens for the elec-

toral office and so I always made sure that they got the number 

of screens back. They found some had been put out certain 

places and people put them in the yard and they're forgotten all 

about and they were there two years after, and all that sort of 

caper. But we made a special list and ticked it off and so 

that's why they liked to let us do their work because we liked 

to have no cloud above, you know [laughs], and that helped, too. 

RJ You said you were a member of the Liberal Party. When 

did you join the Liberal Party? 

BRAND Terribly good question. 

RJ What age would you have been? 

BRAND Oh, well, thirties I suppose, something like that, yes. 

I went back to Kalgoorlie when I was twenty one. Other firms 

used to be doing the carting. They used to do a lot themselves 

and then they suddenly woke up [that] if you get a professional 

to do your carting, they pick up your stuff, they take it down 

to make a note of it, and they take it back and nothing's lost 
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and nobody's.... They used to borrow a lot of stuff once, you 

know, but then the hotels, they got round them to lend the stuff 

as long as they got it all back and once we'd guarantee that, I 

used to do all this work for the Labor Party and the Liberal 

Party. The Labor boys used to do a lot of their own. They'd 

say, "I can do that, Bill", you know, but they'd have to take it 

back. With the election coming on and everybody firey and fired 

up, sort of business, but when it comes to take the things back, 

they'd have a few beers the night before and wouldn't think 

about picking the tables up. They'd come to see me and ask if I 

knew where they were, see, so I'd tell them to take a run round 

all the pubs and find them. They didn't want to pay me to do 

it, they'd go round in a car and do it. But then they all came 

together and they did the electoral - and the Labor Party and 

the Liberal Party, as far as I remember. 

RJ What made you join the Liberal Party? 

BRAND Oh, well, there were a terrible lot of business people 

in the Liberal Party, and friends. Of course there were a lot 

of Labor people but not as many. Most of the Labor chaps were 

the mining fellows round Kalgoorlie, see. But all the business 

people were. You could more or less guarantee that they were 

all Libs and lots and lots of friends and all that, and they 

were Libs, so it finished up. . .. Of course, I did have a go for 

Parliament up there. I opposed Tom Evans and he taught me how 

to lose [laughs] when he first won his seat [in 19561 . Of 

course we all knew that I didn't have any hope  of beating Tom. 

He was a very popular young bloke and so I thought to myself, 

well, if you have a go you get the feel of it. So I had a go 

against Tom. 

But I had the funniest thing in my life. I'm a bit of a hare-

brain and we had street meetings. We always had street meetings 
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in Kalgoorlie and the first meeting I ever had - you know, you 

put a table on the back and a couple of dignitaries, they get up 

there on the lorry too, and the chairs around and the tables. 

Somebody gets up and extols the virtues of your party and they 

call on the candidate to have a few words to say. They caught a 

fair crowd because being so well known up there, lived there all 

our lives and things like that, had friends in every section: 

Labor Party, Liberal Party and any other party and business, and 

chaps working the mines and that. There was quite a good crowd 

in front of the post office listening to this political meeting. 

I don't even know whether I'd prepared anything. I didn't know 

anything about speaking, SO I get up on this [laughs], my own 

lorry in my own main street in front of the post office of my 

own town and scream out loudly that I intend to stick rigidly to 

the platform of the Labor Party. [Laughs] Well, pandemonium 

broke loose, of course. [There were] screams of laughter, you 

know. Some bloke said, !!IL  was a good idea to say that". I 

said, "I didn't have any intention of saying it." [Laughs] And 
so the Labor boys, look, they were screaming their heads off and 

of course the Liberal people were hanging their heads down. A 

bloke said to me later, "It was a good idea to say that. You 

got a laugh out of it", and I said, "I didn't mean to say it." 

Everybody was fairly friendly up there, but I knew I had no 

chance. Well, if you don't have a go you don't know how you 

stand. I got two votes out of seven, I think, if I remember the 

ratio. 

RJ This is 1956 you're talking about when Tom Evans first 

went in? 

BRAND Well, that must have been, yes. I don't remember the 

date, but whatever date Tom first got in. 

RJ Yes, that's 1956. What made you decide to have a go? 
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BRAND Well, actually, not being a pushing fellow I was pushed 

into it. They said, "You're a young man round Kalgoorlie." 

They were looking for candidates, you see, the Liberal people, 

and they came around, "You do all our work, you should have a go 

for Parliament", and all that sort of thing. They've got all 

excuses. As long as they got a candidate, that's what they are 

most interested in, not so much.. . . Of course, we were in 

business and we had our good clean record sort of business, and 

reasonably popular I suppose round the town, lots of friends and 

good name in business, things like that. 

RJ You thought you'd have a go. You say you didn't have a 

hope of winning, but did you kind of hope you might? 

BRAND Oh, yes, you always think there might be a miracle but 

I knew darned well I bad no chance of winning because I had a 

look at the figures and there was a - oh, it was about ten to 

one I think in the number of Labor supporters in the town, see. 

It was a mining town and you know jolly well you've got no 

chance. I forget what the figures were now. 

RJ Why were you liberal in your philosophy? What attract- 

ed you to [the] Liberal Party? 

BRAND Well, perhaps I shouldn't tell you, really, [laughs] in 

a funny sort of a sense. But all the people and bosses and 

business people around there we did lots and lots of work for 

were Liberal people and had anybody said - well, I could never 

be - I always thought you were invited to stand, but apparently 

chaps made themselves available. But I couldn't see myself 

being invited by the Labor boys because they had.... I could 

see the union secretaries. They always had one eye on the union 

secretary job and one eye on politics, you know, because I paled 

up with a lot of them. And of course being Kalgoorlie blokes 

and I'd known [them] for years and did work for them and all 

that. Jim Garrigan was an old friend of mine, and funny, he 
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said to me one day - he got back to Kal by train when Parliament 

was sitting on the Thursday night and Garrigan, he had a bad 

heart. We always got a bottle of whisky and a bottle of brandy 

from the bar. You get it less tax down there, the members, and 

I used to take one back with me, one of each, and he'd take one 

of his and often he didn't have one. He'd have a heart attack 

or something and I'd always have my bottle of brandy there, and 

he'd say, "Brandy, you bloody Liberal bastard!" [Laughs] He 

said, "Every time I get sick you save my life." Old Jim, he 

died later, but we were very good friends. It wasn't like 

politics in the real sense where you get hating each other 

because you're Labor and Liberal, but they were all of them, the 

whole bally lot of them.... I never had any animosity with any 

of them at any time. 

RJ But it sounds as if you became a Liberal more by drift- 

ing into it than because of any deep conviction? 

BRAND Yes, I think so. Although I think I would have leaned 

Liberal-wise. I wouldn't know what my father was or my sister, 

or Mum. Of course my father was a worker but he was a business-

man after, he had this transport business. But I never asked 

him what he voted. He probably was a Liberal I think, but we 

never discussed politics in the house. 

RJ Yes. Well now, tell me how you went about that unsuc- 

cessful attempt at Kalgoorlie? How did you do your campaigning? 

BRAND Oh, house to house, wasted business time, you know. It 

must have cost a fortune in time that I wasn't working, but 

still they covered up for me, the boys and my Dad. I walked 

through it, visited every street and every house in the elector-

ate, but you knew what was going on. They'd say, "Look, George, 

we'd love to vote for you." The number of people that told me 

they'd love to vote for me. You know: "You're very popular 

round here and all that, but you know we've voted Labor for 
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years." [Chuckles]. There'd be ninety nine per cent told me 

that: they'd love to vote for me but, "Dad, you know, he's a 

miner, and the union and things like that. He's voted Labor for 

years. But we'd still vote for you if we weren't going against 

Labor." 

RJ And you did really knock on every door? 

BRAND Yes. A lot weren't home, of course. But everyone who 

lived in the electorate. It took me weeks to do. 

RJ Yes, it would. 

BRAND Good for business too, you know; I dropped a business 

card in [laughs] . But people knew in a town that size, what, 

12 000 or something, 14 000 in those days, and, "Goodday George. 

What do you want, you old so-and-so?" and, well, you got that 

way. . . . See, in lots of societies - I'd been a scout and I'd 

been a choirboy and played a lot of badminton. I was the gold-

fields badminton captain. Whether that was very great or not, 

but we had some State champions amongst our club teams. I don't 

think I ever played much other sport - oh, tennis. 

RJ Did you do any other street corner meetings besides 

that one where you declared you'd follow the Labor policy? 

BRAND We did quite a few in the first time, corner of pubs, 

but nobody ever bothered to come out to listen to a public 

meeting. If you went round near a pub they weren't going to 

stop their drinking to listen to some clown trying to make an 

oration or something. But I did a lot of that and went round 

with loudspeakers, you know, and yelling out. Nowadays I con-

sider them a damn nuisance if they [chuckles] interfere and I 

can't hear what's going on on my radio and some clown outside is 

bawling out on a loudspeaker. There was a bit of that not long 
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back I think, but I don't think that makes one dram of differ-

ence in a town like Kalgoorlie. It's clear-cut who's going to 

win right from the word go. But in a place like Perth it's 

vastly different. And places like in farming areas where you 

know the Country Party bloke's going to win there. 

RJ Yes. Right. Tell me about your marriage? Who did you 

marry? 

BRAND Marjorie Bernice McCahon. Her father was an old gold- 

mine owner. He had a mine out at Mt Monger. They had a photo 

of him taken at the back of the Chamber of Mines with one crush-

ing of about twelve of those big gold bars, in one crushing. 

Unfortunately that money, there were nine in Marj's family and 

all the older girls - she was only a little girl going to school 

then and she didn't get much money. When the money was flush 

she didn't get much share of it because [she was] only a kid and 

that, although she was able to learn the piano a bit and things 

like that. I think she even started on the violin, but when she 

grew up to a size when she'd have some nice frocks the old man 

went bust. (This information won't go out all over the world or 

anything) . He got a bit. . . .a little man, you know. Little men 

are a bit show-offey, and he used to go down to the Palace Hotel 

and he'd be lighting a cigar with ten pound notes and things 

like that. Of course, all of a sudden he comes home and tells 

his wife that something went wrong and the gold ran out in the 

mine, and all the blokes were pinching [from] the mine and he 

was too busy at the Palace Hotel going round with his wealthy 

friends, the old man. Of course, when Marj was just at the 

stage when she was going to get some money, they went broke and 

they had to go running round finding houses, poor little devil. 

That's what I was always scared of in our business; something go 

wrong. I used to work and make sure I didn't do anything wrong. 

In business - you don't get paid in our sort of business. You 

shift people's furniture for them and you come to go to collect 

it and they've shifted somewhere else. 
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RJ When did you marry? 

BRAND Fifty years ago this month, April 27th? It would have 

been our golden wedding the 27th of this month. 

RJ So 1937 you married? 

BRAND '37, yes. 

RJ April '37. 

BRAND [Yes.] 

RJ And did you have any children? 

BRAND One child. There he is. [Points to photograph. 

Pause. Laughs.] 

RJ What was his name? 

BRAND That's the younger model there, that one. That's him 

there and that's him there. Handsome young brute. He's got a 

moustache now. That's him over there, the photo just round the 

corner. He lives near Shepparton at a place called Mooroopna. 

He works for the shire there. He's got an aeroplane licence, so 

he's got some brains. He drives an aeroplane; he's kept it up. 

RJ And what is his name? 

Melvyn George, with a 'y', Melvyn. His wife's name is 

Cheryl. He married a Numurkah girl. They don't have any chil- 
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dren yet; they love them, but they haven't found out yet what 

causes it. 

RJ Between 1956 and 1965 when you were elected to Parlia- 

ment did you have another try at all to get into politics? 

BRAND No. 

RJ Right. What made you stand for thp Lower North Prov- 

ince in 1965? 

BRAND I think they wanted a candidate for that area. I kept 

in touch with the branch. I used to go to branch meetings and 

things like that, the Kalgoorlie branch, and they called for 
nominations naturally and, of course, I was. . . . I'd got the 
bug, sort of, so I put in and I was endorsed. I went for one 
seat that I didn't get. It was one of the Norsernan seats, but 

somebody else won that and I was a bit crooked at the time 

because I'd done a lot of work for them. But anyway I'm glad I 

lost because Norseman was really a Labor seat. Then I went for 

this one and a chap who at one time fought, Dave [pause], can't 

think of his name now, from east Kalgoorlie he lived, and he 

beat me for the seat and then I [pause] . Then, that's right, I 

beat him the next election and then his son beat me. 

RJ This is Dellar? 

BRAND Yes, Dellar, that's him. 

RJ Dellar. 

BRAND Yes, Dave Dellar. He was a nice chap. He was a 

friendly sort of a fellow. His son wasn't as nice as his Dad. 



GEORGE BRAND 15 

But he won the seat. He had it for a term, and then he got 

knocked off by the chap [who]'s got it now. He's a schoolteach-

er from Carnarvon or somewhere. 

RJ Moore. 

BRAND Yes, Moore. He's a very astute blok, you know. 

RJ Yes. David Dellar was the one thatyou beat. 

BRAND Yes. His son beat me. 

RJ And then Stanley Dellar was the one who beat you. 

BRAND Mmn. 

RJ Yes. And Norman - they were both Labor. 

BRAND He got the shock of his life, you know, because there 

were 44 votes out at [Forrest, which] were never counted in my 

election. 

RJ Well now, we'll get on to your election. That was the 

one you were defeated at, but let's stay with the one where you 
were elected in the first place, and I'll just turn over. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE ONE 
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TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 

RJ How did you go about your campaigning for that council 

election, for Lower North Province? 

BRAND Oh well, I took a few months off from work and did the 

usual, you know, visiting houses and speaking over the air and 

things like that. 

RJ But it was a very much bigger electorate this time and 

you were going all the way up into the the Gascoyne etcetera, so 

how did you cope with - 

BRAND Oh yes, that's right. I went up by the car, I went up 

by car, and well I took the time out and I had two or three 

trips I suppose, right up through an enormous area, right up to 

Menzies and right up through to Wiluna and Wiluna across to 

Meekatharra, then Carnarvon and right up to Exmouth (or Exmith 

as they call it) and, of course, that was a damn... .it's a Labor 

town too. 

RJ And again, were you knocking on doors? 

BRAND Well as much as possible. You couldn't knock on every 

door round the whole area. You did as much as possible and 

you'd pick out a section of houses and go round, and then you'd 

walk up and down streets and somebody would walk with you who 

was well-known in the town there, who was a supporter, and say, 

don't believe you've met Mr Brand, the Liberal candidate for 
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election, and hope you can do something", and it was "OOOh, 

yes." They all say yes [laughs] but it's different on election 

day. Of course a lot of it's psychology in this game. Oh, some 

will tell you straicrht out, "You know, George, you've been doing 

some wonderful things for us but we've always voted Labor you 

know. Dad's a worker." That's a big thing behind their mind, 

that "worker" word, but I went through every town, and adver-

tised, of course - advertisements, and also got in touch with 

all the. .. . let people know, "The candidate fo± the Murchison, Mr 

G.E.D. Brand, passed through on Sunday on hi way to visit the 

electorate, T' and all that sort of caper. Yu keep yourself in 

the public eye. 

RJ This of course was a Legislative Council seat whereas 

before you had sat for. 

BRAND Yes, Kalgoorlie. 

RJ . . . .tried for a Legislative Assembly seat. Did you 

have any feeling about preferring one House to the other? 

BRAND No, although the other one [the Legislative Council] 

was pretty good insofar as you were there for six years. If you 

are going to bust into your business time, it's better to do it 

for six years than for three and then have to go and get started 

again sort or business. Of course when I was away, what they 

didn't do to my business! It was a transport business and one 

bloke had even taken one of our trucks. My sister was running 

the business and he was running his own business. A nephew was 

working for us, he knew. And they would pinch, oh, pinch pet-

rol! We had the Ampoi petrol agency and I had to sell the house 

and just paid the bank back $9 000 and left Kalgoorlie - didn't 

make a thing out of it. We didn't have any money, and of course 

fortunately got a loan, a war service loan and got this house 

down there then. I'd lost my seat in Parliament when we went 

down there. 
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But the Labor boys, you know, they liked me a lot because I 

never got up in Parliament and rubbished them. I've always had 

my bit to say about this and one of the Labor blokes was telling 

me about it and he said, "You never rubbish us like these oth-

ers." But it seemed to me the disgusting thing about Parlia-

ment, you know, you snarl like anything in Parliament and then 

you see the pair of you in the bar having a drink together after 

and, I didn't like that aspect at all and a lot of the Labor 

blokes, well they. . . .well Bill Willesee, • he and I were good 

mates, you know, and I don't think I pleasd many of my mob 

because a lot of the fellows I knew they'd cme seeking me out, 

you know, and I've had [chuckles] . . . . Some of these boys were 

Ministers that I knew, and they said, "What would you do?" sort 

of business, as if I was a full bundle of knowledge on it. But 

I suppose they had a lot of experience in certain things, and 

we'd got a lot of experience with carting, and people leaving 

home, and one night I had a biL of a pact with, who's the 

world-famous pianist? Owenie Lynch? 

RJ Oh yes. 

BRAND She was out here and she was at a high school do a 

couple of years ago. We have one at every Christmas, the East-

ern Goldfields High, the few people living down here and they 

have a do down at Nedlands and she was there, Owenie was.. . . No 

it was Owenie Lynch not.... You said Owenie - what did you say? 

RJ No, you said Owenie Lynch. 

BRAND Owenie Lynch, that's right. Who was the other girl, 

the well-known pianist from Kalgoorlie too? 

RJ Eileen Joyce. 

BRAND Eileen Joyce. 
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RJ And you had Wendy....? 

BRAND Wendy Turnbull. 

RJ No. 

BR2U"H) Owenie Lynch went to one of these I4igh school [gather-

ings] one night and she always remembered me and of course, she 

said, "Remember the time you and I had a tryst, late at night? 

And I said, "No, I can't remember". She said, "Remember the 

night I was leaving my husband and you came out and carted my 

goods away about nine o'clock one night when he was out at the 

club getting full?" [Laughs]. And I said, "Yes." But she was 

a beautiful pianist and a nice girl with it, but she married 

this bloke, who was a rotten drunk. 

RJ The other one is Wendy Nash. 

BRAND Oh yes, that's right. Was she a Kalgoorlie girl? 

RJ Yes. 

BRAND Was she a fiddler or a pianist? 

RJ Pianist. Yes. 

BRAND I don't remember her. I probably carted her.... I 

carted all the pianos then when it was a do at the town hail. 

Nichoisons had a special concert grand brought up from Perth and 

we had to shift it and take it down to the town hail from Nich- 
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olsons shop. They had always had one down in the back room. By 

God, they're heavy! And the interesting fact is that my doctor, 

Dr John Rogers over here, I was having back pains and he sent me 

to get X-rays and copious ones, you know, a dozen of them from 

all angles, and he looked at me and he looked at the.. . . [pause] 

RJ X-rays. 

BRAND X-rays and said, "Cripes, I'd hate t1b try and sell your 
spine", and I said "Why?". Well, he said "Do you know you 

haven't got one disc left between the bones of your spine?" It 

was through shifting hundreds, thousands of pianos in our time. 

We specialised in that sort of thing and furniture and pianos. 

I even put one on the stage on my own one night. There was a 

carols by candlelight on, and the piano was in the ute and I had 

it up in the yard. I used to borrow one for all these Min-

isters' fraternal and that and I had to stand by them because 

people would come in to play the piano and be smoking a ciga-

rette and put it on the side. You'dborrow somebody's beautiful 

piano and you'd go along there and - there was a schoolteacher 

bloke, he was a slob and he put, on the side of the keyboard, he 

put a cigarette there, and I knocked it off onto the ground. 

And he said, "What did you do that for?" I said, "Don't you 

ever. . . . If I ever borrow a piano don't you ever light a ciga-

rette and put it on there;" I said, "you won't get another 

piano!" [Laughs]. Nobody would lend them a piano unless we 

carted them and we'd never had any damage, or anything like 

that. 

RJ When you. 

BRAND Anyway, this night, they rang up. There was some Pommy 

bloke; he was a secretary. I rang him up. I always rang their 

business for them but let them ask me to do it, later on, after 

all arrangements were made. But I rang the Ministers' fraternal 

to get this piano and I rang him up about June and I said, "It's 
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about time you rang me up to tell me to get the piano for carols 

by candlelight at Christmas." [With very English accent] "Oh," 

he said, "what do you mean, sir?" I said, "This is George 

Brand. We're carriers. We always get the piano for carols by 

candlelight." He said, [very English accent] "Mr Brand, if and 

when we want you to do any the work for us, what about if we 

tell you or if I ring you. I'm the secretary you know." So I 

said, "Okay mate." - 

' 

So the date came along and it was a Saturday a couple of weeks 

before Christmas and no ring, no ring. I went back to the 

office a couple of times, no, nobody's rung in, so came twelve 

o'clock and I went and took the ute over and put the piano in 

it; I could handle it myself. It was a fairly high floor you 

know and the ute wasn't much higher, and I lifted the piano and 

just shot it in and tied her up and covered her up. It was a 

very hot day and I had it in the yard, and of course about three 

or four o'clock (I stayed home) the President rang up, not this 

Pommy bloke, and he said, "George, George, you've let us down." 

I said, "Why, any trouble, anything wrong? (And I knew damn 

well what was wrong [laughs]). And he said, "There's no piano 

down there for the carols by candlelight." "Well," I said, "I 

rang your Secretary and invited him to tell me to get it; I did 

that much." He was the Methodist Minister. And I said, "He 

told me to mind my own business. If and when the Ministers' 

fraternal wanted me to do any work, they'd let me know." He 

said, "The stupid bastard. George, can you do anything about 

it?" And I paused for a while and said, "Yes, I've got it on 

the ute now." "Thought you might!" He said. [Laughs]. 

"Thought you might." He was an old friend! He knew how I 

acted, you know. 

Anyway I took it down there and then I pulled it back, and 

backed back to the stage, and you'd think about a dozen blokes 

would come and help you, wouldn't you? You know, everybody's 

around, sitting on the orass, carols by candlelight, and we're 

getting ready to staLL. No, not a soul walked over. So I 
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tipped the piano up on its edge like this and put packing under 

it and then backed against there and pushed it on, up onto the 

stage, which was about that much higher than the tray of the 

truck [ 18 inches], and a bloke walked over and said, "Brand, 

you are a bastard." [Laughs] . And I said, "Why, what did you 
say that for?" And he said, "Well, I've just lost ten quid on 
you." I woke up then. No wonder I didn't get any hands. 

Everybody's betting whether I could-do it or not. [Laughs]. 

That's Kalgoorlie for you. Oh, it's the funhiest place in the 

world. My God. I had to go back and get it,hat night again. 

RJ Well now, to get back to Parliament! [Laughter] 

BRAND Yes, we haven't got far have we! [Laughter] 

RJ How did you feel when you won in 1965? 

BRAND [In excited voice] . Oh, quite elated of course. 

Everybody was delighted. And you know I'm a cautious type of a 

bloke and I thought, "My God, you go in there for six years, you 

lose your business, or your business gets badly attended to," 

because people who want to do business in our line want to do it 

with you; they don't want anybody else. Seeing you go away for 

weeks at a time and then you've got to go away touring and you 

don't make any money out of it. I found that out pretty easily, 

because everybody wants a donation and all that sort of caper 

and there's taxes to pay and expenses. And you've got to go on 

all these trips. I had to go fifteen hundred miles you see, 

right out to Eucla across to Exmouth and that's a long way. A 

big L-shape through the State it was. Yalgoo and all those 

places were in it. But it would have been better being a Labor- 

ite of course. You've got more Labor people than you've got 

Liberals in some of those areas you know, in the strong ones 

like Mt Magnet and Meekatharra, and you always lose in those of 

course. 
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RJ How often would you have travelled in your electorate? 

BRAND Oh, well I never stopped travelling, except when Par- 

liament rose and usually in the first week of December then they 

didn't start again till about March or.. . .March was it? - or 

later than that sometimes, or August. It might have been a 

short session earlier in the year, but I'd work in the business 

then and take a run now and again if there Was some event on, 

school sports up at Leonora, or something Ike that, just to 

show you were interested, sort of business. 

RJ So, sorry, just to be clear on this: when the House was 

sitting what did you do? Did you stay in Perth? 

BRAND Yes. 

RJ Where did you stay? 

BRAND I stayed at the WA Club in Perth. Dick Burt, he always 

stayed there, and he got me in as a member there and it was 

pretty reasonable accommodation there. 

RJ And while the House was sitting did you go back to 

Kalgoorlie at all? 

BRAND Yes, every weekend. You see we rose on Thursday night, 

Thursday afternoon, and goldfields' members could always get 

away a little bit early to catch the train at five o'clock, and 

you always had - 

RJ You'd go back each weekend and come back for the fol- 

lowing week? 
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BRAND Yes, get Monday night's train and arrive in the morning 

and get a taxi up to where you were living and put your luggage 

in there. Of course. . . . I don't know whether I had a car down. 

Some blokes left their car down here over the weekend, in the 

parking area. But no, I never used to have a car down here 

because my area was a vast area up there so I used to leave it 

at home and just use the train and I'd have to use a taxi. You 

see you don't get any free transport,- unless they're going on a 

Government party goinq somewhere. But I was - anyway you're 

talking about me now. I was going to tellou about Charlie 

Court. 

RJ Well, tell me about him while it's in your mind. 

BRAND Oh, he's one of the most brainy men I've ever struck in 

the whole of my life and I'd guess that he'd be equal to Ein- 

stein or any of those clever boys. I've never struck anything 

like him. He's magnificent, you know, the amount of knowledge 

he's got in that brain. And they'd say, "Oh, Dave Brand doesn't 

run the Government; Charlie Court does." But in the party room 

I never saw Charlie step out of line once, and Dave was a very 

astute bloke. He'd been there a long time and he knew politics. 

He was a nice, quietly spoken bloke, Dave, but Charlie, he 

was.... Well, one night I sat at a table which we both occupied 

at dinner at night and one Thursday night he had his tea a 

little bit early and we were just sitting down waiting and he 

was telling us he had to go and give a lecture to a mining 

conference in the centre of South America. I am not sure wheth-

er he told us this when he came back or before he went, but he'd 

had tea that night. He went out and got on the plane and went 

to Sydney and then on to America, America to South America, 

South America into Central America, gave this lecture, and was 

back by Tuesday: from Thursday night to Tuesday. [Laughs] . I 

said to him one night, "You're a bloody marvel, Charlie! How on 

earth do you do it?" 
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And he and I were in a plane crash one day, and he said, 

"That's right Brand, if you weren't so bloody fat that would 

never have happened." We were coming in to land down here at 

the airport and he'd been up to Carnarvon. Anyway, it was a 

charter plane and there was something else. We couldn't.... We 

had to go right out to sea behind Rottnest because we didn't fly 

past Dunreef or whatever they call it - the RAAF place up here? 

Not Dunreef. The RIU\F place up on the Geraldton Road. 

RJ Pearce. 

BRAND Pearce. I knew it started with a "P". When there is a 

VIP plane coming in from the airport, you had to keep right out, 

go right out behind Rottnest, and he was only the next Premier! 

Anyhow, we went right out, and we'd come up the river and you 

are landing on zero strip and we came in. You'd get to about 85 

feet, but the plane went "Boomf!" Just dropped out of the sky. 

They get valley winds up there, these re-entrants into the 

hills. They get a surge of wind down through them, and they 

drag the planes down. There's been a few deaths in America 

through that, and we were coming in, and "Boomf". The wind was 
pretty heavy and I was sitting next to the driver. I always sat 
up the front being a heavy weight (I was eighteen stone) and I 

watched this wing, see, and it's going down and we suddenly 

started to scratch along the tarmac. I was sitting there and 

thought.. .. You know you see in the pictures, these planes they 

suddenly turn turtle and burst into flames and everybody is 

incinerated, and I thought, "I wonder if I am going to die 

tonight?", you know. I have been in two plane crashes, and the 

same thing: "1 wonder if I am going to die tonight?". Anyway I 

didn't, as you can see. [Laughs] . And he [Court] said, "That's 

right Brand." We were screaming along the tarmac, on the land-

ing strip. 

Anyway, the chap driving us, the pilot, he drove off onto the 

grass which - I felt a lit-tie bit better. But those wing pods, 

apparently they fill them up. They use them first in case of a 
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thing like that. Then there's nothing in them, they can't burst 

into flame. I said, "Good on you mate; you've done a good job." 

I said, "I've never had a landing like that one before." 

[Laughs] . The pilot looked at me. He could have kicked hell 

out of me [laughs] . "I've never had one like that before." And 

somebody else asked him if he'd done it with a knife and fork? 

[Laughs]. They were all a happy mob, you know, because nothing 

went wrong and it alleviated feelings and things like that, 

relieved feelings. 

Anyway, what were we talking about? I told you I was no good. 

It's no good interviewing me! 

RJ [Laughter] . When the House was not sitting, how much 

time did you spend on electorate duties and how much in busi-

ness? 

BRAND Oh, well you see I lived in Kalgoorlie and that was 

well out of my area. But I always did a pre-Christmas trip, but 

you might go once every couple of months up through the elector-

ate. It was a hell of a long [way] - fifteen hundred miles, but 

I always used to go up before Christmas and visit all the 

schools and I had a "George Brand Citizenship Prize", I used to 

give to the kids at every school in my area and that was well 

received. It didn't worry dad about his voting. He still voted 

for his. . . . You could give them a thousand dollars each but 

you'd never turn them off voting for their Labor party, the 

Labor people. Although a Liberal person, if they get a nice 

Labor bloke, they'll support him. But we've had evidence in 

Kalgoorlie of that, some of the old boys that were there, for 

years and years, although we're a strong Labor town. 

RJ Well, just what proportion of the week would you spend 

on your actual business and how much on electorate business? 
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BRAND Oh well! [Pause] . You always used to get a lot of 

letters. I couldn't remember the time I spent on either. You 

see, business never varied very much, you know. I wouldn't 

spend as much time as I would when Parliament was... .like during 

the year, but at the Christmas session I probably wouldn't do 

much, except that trip right round through the whole electorate 

and right round through the Murchison and the Gascoyne area and 

the.... - what did I have? The Kalgoorlie area - no. 

RJ You had Murchison-Eyre and Gascoyne. 

BRAND Murchison-Eyre and Gascoyne, yes. And you would plan 

your time. You see when school broke up and all, you wouldn't 

go anywhere around the few weeks before Christmas. You'd do 

your visit to the schools and all that sort of caper. I would-

n't remember any proportions of time hrause there was nothing 

much. You see people would go down from the hot places down for 

seven weeks for the kids' holidays and that sort of caper and 

there wouldn't be anybody home anyway if you went. But you'd 

make a run through and call at the pubs and things like that. 

One night. . . . I had a Fairlane car and I was coming back from a 

run. I thought I'd do a run up north. We lived in Perth then 

and - I can't think of the name of the town - but I left there 

and I'd had dinner there with a chap named Tom Hutchison. It 

was his seventh wedding anniversary and he said, "You've got to 

stay for tea, Brandy." I was in bit of a hurry to get back to 

Perth, so I had tea and we stayed in the bar and drank a few 

more beers, and finished up - there was 96 miles to the next 

stop and I did that in an hour. And he said, "Watch the kanga-

roos, George!" I said, "Aw, I've seen quite a few but they keep 

out of my way. I go pretty fast." And look, I finished up like 

that. [Indicates shakes] . I was as drunk as a monkey. Ninety 

six miles from this town into the one on the North railway you 

know. I can't think of the names of the two towns now, but aw 

gee I had to go into the pub and have a whisky 'cos I'd sobered 

up by then. I'd done this 96! That's 100 miles an hour you 
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know, through kangaroos and round corners, round bends - whew! 

I didn't tell Mum about that, I'd have been in trouble. 

RJ When you did your touring, did it include going out on 

the Trans line? 

BRAND Yes, I went out there a few times. I went out with the 

flying doctor once. I used to do a lot I thought I was 

a member. I used to pay money in there foi7 years to them in 

Kalgoorlie, you see, and I used to do all ttheir carting, and 

things like that, and I used to give them this money and I said 

to Neil Coatsful, one day, the secretary, I said to him (Dick 

Burt was a member of the thing) and I said, "Why is it Dick gets 

an invitation to the meetings that are on, and I don't?" And he 

said, "Well, you're not a member." I said, "What about all the 

money I regularly give you?" Oh, no, he said, "we treat that 

as donations. You've never applied to us for a membership!" 

[Laughs] . So, I thought I was paying my dues and I was just 

making donations, and they never ever said anything about it, 

and I thought, "Well, that's funny, isn't it?" 

But then I became a member although I dropped it as soon as I 

left Kal. But they were going out on a tour of inspection one 

day, the flying doctor himself and one of the nurses, and they 

said, "Would you like to go for a run?" And we flew right out 

to all the places down to Esperance and right round that way and 

right out on the end of the Trans line, the State border and 

flew back along all the places there, and stayed one night at 

Madura. That was beaut. We met all the blokes, and a chap 

named Smith keeps the motel out there and I went to pay my dues 

next morning and he said, "Christ, Brandy. . ." He used to come 

and leave his truck at my place. We were a trucking firm in 

Hal, and he used to leave his truck in my place when he came to 

town so it was safe, and he said, "Christ, you looked after my 

truck for me for years and years so I can give you a night's bed 

and breakfast." [Laughs]. So I was pleased to hear that, you 

know, that's how you've been noticed. 
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RJ Well, when you were travelling, what sort of things 

were people asking you to do for them, if at all? 

BRAND Well, very little, because the two Ms' LA, they were 

old members and they were used to dealing with them. I got very 

little work that way. When you were up there somebody would 

think of something, but I think Dick Burt - they used to jeal-

ously guard their customers, you know, these blokes in Parlia- 

ment. If you said you were - I got told f one day when I 

asked a question about somebody and a bloke or member said, 

"What are you asking questions about them for?" I said, "Well, 

up there they asked me about so and so." I asked a question, 

could so-and-so be done? and he said, "You know, you don't 

encroach on other people's... .our customers." I said, "Nobody 

ever told me." It's a good idea, isn't it, [laughs] if you do. 

And I said, "That's okay." It might have been Dick Burt. He 

was just trying to give me the hint, you know. Of course Dick 

was very - you know Dick do you? 

RJ No. 

BRAND He is pastoral companies and things all like that and 

went to Guildford [Grammar] and all that sort of thing, and 

they're a bit uppity class, and of course me, I'm a rough old 

diamond, you might say, [chuckles] and so I didn't know that you 

shouldn't. Even if they ask you, you say, "Well, I'll let Mr 

Burt know, or write to Mr Burt." They keep their . . . because 

that's their life-blood - what is it? - lifeline. That's anoth-

er thing I found out. Oh, you find out the hard way in a lot of 

these things? 

RJ Any other mistakes you made? 

BRAND No. [Pause] . No. But I wish I.... I did tell some 

lady one day that the ballroom dancing and first-aid should 
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be... All these young lads.... You'd go to a ball up there, 

the race ball would be on at one of the towns up there, and 

these young lads would be home from school, around Christmas you 

know. Oh - beautiful figured boys, strong as lions, beautifully 

dressed and they went to a dance and they were like zombies. 

And of course when I was down in Perth in the Army, we used to 

go to dances at the YAL [Young Australia League] and I used to 

dance with my wife and you learnt to-dance by watching somebody 

do the waltz or somebody taught you the waltz, some old lady, 

big bosomy lady or something like that, but rt a dancing class. 

But, anyway, I went to a dance. There was another dance in 

Murray Street. This is when I was in the Army before I went 

overseas, and I picked up a girl and, you know, I was like a bag 

of chaff sort of business. "Oh", she said, "soldier, soldier," 

because I was pretty old. I was 32 with one of these eighteen 

or nineteen year aids and she said, "Put your hands down by your 

sides." So I did that. So she said, "Now, put your left hand 

there. No there. No, put your left hand up here, right up, 

right up like that! Now put your right hand round here," and 

she came round and she stood in there like that and she said, 

"Now, we'll start." And she was a dancing teacher. Of course, 

nobody ever showed you how to hold a partner. We started on, 

and then it finished up She taught me modern dancing, you know 

quicksteps and all that, and tangoes and God knows what and it 

made my life a misery after that. Marj and I would go to a 

dance and you'd have to dance with your wife, [laughs] and you 

got that way in the finish when you'd learnt all these steps 

you'd never dance with anybody else. I danced with her all the 

time. 

And one girl did some exhibition dancing in Kalgoorlie or it was 

Southern Cross or something. We'd gone up and moved up there 

for the weekend to do something in the army and I saw her at 

this dance so I went and had a dance with her, and she was 

looking up at me, you know, and she said, "Hey Brandy, where did 

you learn to dance?" [Laughs] . Once you get up to that stage 

you don't dance with ordinary people. Your poor old wife, she's 

got to take a turn and everything like that. But I reckon now 
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that ballroom dancing should be a subject for these lads. Their 

life's a misery; they are getting round like plough horses, you 

know. [Laughs]. The girls are getting trodden on, the young 

girls. They're beautiful with lovely frocks and perfect faces 

and all that and the lads are kicking their feet to pieces. 

I'll never forget the reception I got when I first said that 

ballroom dancing should be a subject for the leaving. [Laughs]. 

That was received with lots of jeers [laugh] but it is; it's 

most important to their future life becausdancing is a very 

important thing throughout the world. Haver'ct been to a dance 

for years myself. 

RJ So you actually raised that in the Parliament? 

BRAND Oh no, not in the Parliament. Just amongst members. 
Oh you wouldn't mention that in Parliament, Jesus! [Laughter] 

RJ I wondered. 

BRAND Ron what' saname who is a friend of mine too - but a lot 
of the Labor blokes used to come and give me hints too, because 

you hear blokes get up and they rubbished the Labor Party and 

personal things, they're shooting off the mouth and I thought, 

"This is bloody stupid. What am I doing here?" But I never 

rubbished anybody once and I didn't intend to, and often they'd 

come and seek me out to have a drink and all that sort of caper 

and I never got rubbished by one of them or anything like that. 

Oh, I'd be corrected, you know, "Mr Brand said so-and-so, but 

that's not quite right. I'd like to put him straight." But 
they could have; oh they could have torn strips off me. But I 

think Parliament should be like that all through. You should be 

friends. You're there to run the country. 

But Federally - I said to Charlie Court one day, "Charlie, 
there's only one thing to save this country. You've got to go 
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over there and kick Garland out," because of course Charlie 

being one of the prime speakers in the world, I said, "You take 

his seat and I'll give you two years to be Prime Minister." And 

he looked at me with horror on his face and he said, "George," 

he said, "would you send me over amongst those madmen?" That's 

the Federal Parliament. 

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE TWO 
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TAPE TWO SIDE ONE 

I'm talking about Charlie. I admire him immensely, but he could 

talk to kids and make just as impressive a speech with kids or 

old people or mining magnates or engineers.. He was quite at 

home with the whole bloody lot of them. 

RJ Well now, tell me about when you first went into the 

Parliament. What do you remember? Had you ever been to Parlia-

ment before you became a member? 

BRAND No. 

RJ Not at all. 

BRAND Of course, we lived in Kal. nearly all the years. 

RJ Yes, yes, understandable. How did you find it all? 

For a start, what was your very first impression when you sat 

there on Opening Day? How did you feel? 

BRAND [Laughs] . Yes. I don't know. I just thought to 

myself, you know, you can't do much by saying anything or think-

lug very much. I thought. "Well, I guess I'll learn all about 

this as I go along" because they don't tell you anything. You 

see, I went along there and I dropped the Address-in-Reply by 

not knowing a bloke's name, a member's name. They said, "You 

follow Bill Smith". So I thought to myself, T!I  don't know who 

Bill Smith is." I was supposed to get up and do my maiden 

speech and instead of that I just sat there and I didn't know 

who Bill Smith was. Nobody got up so they moved the Address-in- 
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Reply be closed. Of course I was going to go and jump off the 

top of the building. I was telling one of the members I was 

horrified because I didn't know anything about it of course and 

I had let it drop because old Les Diver moved a motion it be 

concluded or something like that and half the blokes, not ten 

per cent, hadn't had anything to say. 

Anyway, I said one day - it still rankles me. It did for a long 

time and will forever, no doubt. But I sai;""Why in the hell 

don't new members...." (I had never been in Parliament House in 

my life) "aren't new blokes taken along and taught something 

[about] what to expect?". Then somebody said, "That's done 

now." I will guarantee I started it because I was furious be-

cause I went in there like a lamb to the slaughter; I didn't 

know anything about the business. Now they have a school before 

the opening and tell people what they are up for and what this 

means and that means. 

RJ Do you think the President should have been the one to 

give you time to do that speech, your Address-in-Reply? Do you 

think it was his fault? 

BRAND Oh well, he moved it and I didn't even know what it was 

he moved so I just sat down there and they said, "Well, you've 

finished. You can't go on now." Oh, that's right. They said 

all these blokes couldn't make their speech because I dropped 

the Address-in-Reply. He was a Country Party bloke and of 

course they never trusted them. The Country Party blokes are 

having a bit of trouble now all round in politics. They made 

Dave Brand's life hell, those Country Party fellows. 

RJ In what way? 

BRAND All sorts of ways. They wanted extra Ministries, you 

know, and they were only entitled to so many because they only 
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had so many members in the Parliament. You know, they had two 

or three ministries. Jimmy Craig had one; a good fellow too. 

In his heart he was a Liberal. A lot of the fellows like 

Abbott, a lot of them were always undermining you or something 

like that. They'd vote against you at the drop of a hat, those 

Country Party blokes. We didn't like them at all. You see now 

the Federal Parliament Country Party blokes, look at old Joh 

[Bjelke Petersen], for instance. He -is causing no end of trou-
ble. 

RJ Did anyone take any particular interest in you at 
Parliament and help you? 

BRAND Yes, a lot of the blokes did. Some more than others, 

you know, but of course the Premier and those blokes they didn't 

have much time because they were flat out busy all the time. As 

soon as Parliament finished they're off back to their offices - 

the Ministers and those sorts of blokes, but Clive [Griffiths], 

he was Deputy Mayor, I think, out here [South Perth] but he was 

a marvel to me. Of course, he was a Kalgoorlie boy too. I 

think he might have made a study of politics and things like 

that and the parliamentary procedures and things like that. 

Like a fairy and a giant, me in the political scene. He was 

beaut, Clive. I sat next to him and he was. . . . I could see as 

soon as I met him that.. . . Of course, I knew him from Kal; 

that's the strange thing. He was born up there, I think. I 

could see he was going to go a hell of a long way. Of course, 

he's got this seat. He took it off the Labor Party, I think, by 

pure brilliance. He had the gift of what to say and a way of 

putting it. He is like a little cock sparrow, isn't he? 

[laughs] - tiny. He and I, you know. . . . He helped me enormous-

ly in the election. At the counting he was there for hours with 

me. I love him very much; he's a fine fellow. [Emotion ex- 

pressed] 

RJ How did you find your feet, the process of making 

speeches and asking questions and all the rest of it? How did 

you take to all that? 
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BRAND Oh well, they said, "Sit round for a while and just see 

what happens". Of course people have little chats to you, 

members, and Clive was always next to you, sort of business. 

But I had been on the Kalgoorlie Council for ten years. That 

was a bit of a help, because people ask you to get things done 

in the council and you would just ring up and say, "I've been 

asked by Mr so and so would the Health Inspector go around and 

see the drains at the place next door" and all that, or the 

Aboriginals living next door. You get plen€y of questions in 

local government, and I don't think I got into much trouble 

there. 

One of my best mates was another Labor bloke, Tom Hartree. I 

didn't like his title for me, "Brand, you bastard". [Laughs] 

Here's another one for me: "you bastard"! But he was a bril- 

liant man. Unfortunately he had a wife who was an alcoholic who 

used to drive them all up the wall. I used to marvel at these 

blokes - lawyer - they used to come and talk to me and want my 

advice and I felt a little bit flattered there. I'm an ordinary 

furniture removalist. They would come and say, "What would you 

do, George?" and I was rather pleasantly surprised but then I 

was dead scared I'd say the wrong thing, you know. 

The same with a lot of blokes in Parliament. You would go away 

on trips and some Ministers would come with you. The Minister 

for Fisheries was interested in my area and some of the mining 

Ministers and that used to visit your area now and again. Of 

course they would be interested in your views on certain things. 

Application would be made by the Council for something and 

things like that. 

But this Tuckey, you know Wilson Tuckey, I say he was a wonder-

ful help to me up there. That's why people didn't like me, I 

suppose, because they hated him. But he is the most brilliant 

brain. I put him in Charlie's class. He is a terrific brain. 

He made a million and then he got diddled out of it by this pub 

over here and then he made another one in no time, perfectly 

honest. 
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When he became the Mayor of Carnarvon he - he's like a detec-

tive. His eyes are wandering around all the time, and he found 

there was an awful lot of work being done by the council and he 

became mayor for his first job. He said, "There's a lot of work 

being done by the council but no appearance of any money. Where 

is the charge? How much money are we making out of all this 

work being done by the council with the council machinery and 

the working gangs?" They hummed and hahed and all that and 

fobbed him off, so he went down and arranged an audit or some-

thing. That was all being done by the gangs," 'slingbacks. They 
tarmaced the airport. They did that in Kalgoorlie too, the 

Kalgoorlie Roads Board. 

Another chap there was Norm Johns. He was a friend of mine too, 

and he came on the council and he busted the council right up. 

All these old dodderers had been there for years and had grabbed 

what money they wanted out of the till, what they could. But 

all this machinery stuff, all the staff were using it and book-

ing up the tarmac to the council. The Town Clerk should have 

picked it up and the auditor should have picked it up. 

But they hated him for that because all these blokes - their 

businesses were half working for the council, you know. Nobody 

seemed to know if they were getting paid for these jobs that 

weren't necessary. Anyway, he straightened that all out. The 

people were all behind him. He always won his elections easily 

for Mayor. But everybody reckoned Tuckey was a so and so. 

Anyway, it didn't take me long to wake up that Tuckey was not 

popular. A terrific brain, and he's tearing strips off them 

over in Canberra and they hate him there already. But he helped 

me a lot. 

RJ You weren't exactly a young man when you went into the 

Parliament, you were 54. Did you find.... 

BRAND Fifty four, was it? 
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RJ Yes. Did you find it difficult to adjust to parliamen- 

tary life? 

BRAND No, I had had a fair bit -- you see, I was in Freema- 

sonry and there's a lot of practise in there. You see, you go 

through the chairs and you have got to run the business like you 

do any business with fees and what's involved in that and you go 

through the chair and take your turn in the year, different 

offices and things like that, and in my ow'n'business. No, it 

was no. . . . No, actually they told me abot blokes who were 

there for years and never made a speech in Parliament. You just 

go and you sit there, you don't have to do anything unless 

people write in and say, "I want so and so" and you write to the 

Minister and then send a copy of the letter to them. That's all 

you do and say, 'Would you look into this for me and give me a 

report on this?" 

RJ On that point you were saying you got lots of letters 

every week but you also said when you went travelling in the 

electorate you weren't asked to do a lot of things. What sort 

of things were people writing to you about? 

BRAND I think a lot of them, there were different members 

went up there of course. There were the two lower House blokes 

in the two electorates that I covered and of course they didn't 

like you to butt into their customers. They were the same 

customers you had and if anybody came and asked you to do a job 

they would be a bit upset about it. Of course you didn't get as 

many as you normally would have if that hadn't have taken place, 

but you used to get quite a few. 

RJ What sort of things were they asking you to do, people 

who wrote to you? 
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BRAND Money for certain objects like ovals or if they haven't 

got a special running area for the girls at Meekatharra or 

somewhere like that. I used to follow all their sports' days 

and present prizes and things like that, or race days. They 

would come to you with all sorts of requests. 

But see, Dick Burt going around up there and Danny Norton was 

the other MLA, they had been dealing with then for years before 

I ever came, and of course you don't get t1ât much work. Of 

course, I missed my second lot. I was there for six years but I 

missed the other one. 

RJ The second term. 

BRAND That would have been good because I would have had a 

nice handsome retirement business instead of nothing. 

RJ When you went into the Parliament what sort of facili-

ties were available to you as a member? 

BRAND In the House? 

RJ In the House. 

BRAND Oh, I got half a room. They didn't have enough rooms 

for everybody. Ministers got their own suite, of course. Once 

I was in with two other blokes, I think, but they never worried 

you because it was always quiet. You went into your room - who 

was my mate? I can't even think. It was your own party, of 

course. 

I was on the third floor, right down that end of the aisle. But 

you did a lot of work at home too, see. I lived in Kalgoorlie 
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at that time. I used to go home at every opportunity, but in 

the House, well often you only spent about three days there. On 

the Tuesday Parliament sat, you arrived in the morning on the 

express. You would get away early and catch the Thursday 

night's train back to Kal so that you weren't in the House that 

much really when Parliament was sitting. Then for months you 

didn't go near it because all your mail would come to Kalgoor-

lie. 

RJ So when the House was not sittin you didn't go to 

Parliament at all? 

BRAND Yes, quite a bit. 

RJ Did you? 

BRAND Oh, yes. 

RJ What did you go for? 

BRAND Well if you had to get something, you had to. . . . Some 

people might write in a group about something, the Water Supply 

Department or something like that, and you would have to go to 

Perth and see about that. Well, you might be there for a couple 

of days organising things. I used to go down a fair bit. It 

was no trouble but, of course, it would have been better if you 

had had planes, you know. The train trip overnight, although 

they had cleaned it up. They had got rid of the steam trains and 

had diesels on. They were a bit better; they were cleaner. 

RJ You say quite a bit. When the House was not sitting 

how many times would you have gone to Perth in a year on elec-

torate business? Are we looking at once or twice, or three or 

four times? What sort of number? 
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BRAND You wouldn't go down to the House when Parliament rose. 

They went from August until December. 

RJ Yes, but you just said you would go down to do a couple 

of days business for people like the water supplies or whatever. 

How often would that happen? 

BRAND You couldn't put a number of times . on because you might 
get ten letters one day and you mightn't g a letter for ten 

days. You see, with two old members there too and I was a new 

bloke, I didn't get that much of the work until well later on, 

and I never had that much work to do. It was like a picnic 

really. When Parliament used to rise for the long session I 

would be at home on the trucks, you know, and then make the pre- 

Christmas run around. Of course, we used to rise early in 

December or the second week or something like that, so we worked 

until then, so there was no need to go back to Perth. Of 

course, Parliament didn't sit again until the next August or 

June or something like that. [Chuckles] . It used to be funny 

to me to think a member of Parliament has got nothing to do bar 

attend to any mail. Of course, any mail - the typists down 

there i7ere beaut. A couple of them both liked me very much, 

being a new boy sort of business. They would look after my mail 

for me if they thought there was any mundane stuff like adver- 

tising or things like that. They would hang onto that down 

there and put it on my table, but any handwritten ones they 

would forward onto Kalgoorlie. They were a great help, but if 

they didn't like you by golly you were battling. They thought 

George was lovely [Laughs] 

RJ So you always got enough support from the Parliament 

staff? 

BRAND Yes. 
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RJ What sort of allowances were available to you as a 

member when you joined? 

BRAND What, in money? 

RJ I know there was a stamp allowance in the early days. 

Was there still a stamp allowance? 

BRAND I think you did get a stamp allowane. Then I think I 

paid for most of my. . . . Of course, when I was at home - I don't 

know whether that had fallen through or something. They found 

some of the blokes were getting about $40 a week out of the 

stamp allowance, claiming on it, and I think there might have 

been a kerfuffle about it. I can't remember that part of it too 
well, any allowances. 

RJ What about travelling allowance? Were you given any 

help with travelling in your electorate? 

BRAND Well, I couldn't remember now. We got our gold pass 

which we could use anywhere in Australia on the rail; that was 

good. My wife and I were going to go from Sydney up to Cairns. 

I wanted to see the north. I had written to a bloke up there, 

we were going to stay there, and I had to cancel it, and he 

wrote a beaut letter back (he owned the motel) and he said, 

"Whatever you do you and your wife have got to come up and stay 

with me". We never ever got around to it after because they 

went on strike over in Sydney and we used to follow the bowling 

carnival around. Every year they had it in a different State, 

and they were interesting and there were a lot of supporters. 

One bloke complained one day and said, "All you bloody West 

Australians. You come over here like an avalanche with your 

bowling side." They've got to entertain us when we were over 

there, and they have dinners, and there were about 40 from 

Western Australia, and just the bowlers and their wives from the 
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other States. [Laughs]. Oh golly! I had lots of nice trips 

like that. 

RJ You have already talked about the trophies you used to 

present for sport and citizenship and so on, and you have spoken 

of being asked for donations. What else was expected of you as 

a member or what else did you do? 

BRAND You had to dig out work to do, you'  know; nobody told 

you very much. You see, the last bloke woul!d  only be there for 

a little while before I knocked him off and, you know, as you go 

around you learn these things, but as for being a screed or a 

sheet set down with duties to do -- I used to sit down and 

think, "What the hell, what do I do around here? Nobody tells 

me anything." Somebody said take a trip and go and see the 

shire clerks and call on them and I thought, "Well, that's 

good." Nobody tells you anything because they seem to be dead 

scared you might do it better than they do or something, but I 

asked a bloke, "You know, what do you with all your spare time 

around here? I could be home working," and they said, "Take a 

trip through your electorate and call on all your what'saname 

and see if there is anything they want." There might have been 

something they had applied for and hadn't heard anything about, 

and you've got to be careful you don't write and somebody else 

before you has written on their behalf and he wants to know what 

the hell you are popping your nose in about. Gawd, you had to 

be like a detective all the time, trying to get the information 

to find out if you were upsetting somebody else. But you had 

your own electorate there, but you had two Ms'LA and an MLC in 

each one. Dick Burt was very popular. Like, he had been there 

for years and they liked to deal with him and I was a newcomer, 

so that necessarily followed that I didn't have that much work 

to do. So I used to go for a trip now and again just to let 

your face he seen, you know, drop in and walk up and down the 

street and talk to people: "My name is George Brand and you are 

Mrs who?" [Laughs]. 
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I wouldn't say anything for a long time to people and somebody 

would say, "You didn't speak to that lady" and I would say, 

"Well, I don't know her name." "Christ, ask her her name." 

[Laughs] . So I learned a few more tricks and would say, "You 

are Mrs.... I have met you before." "Oh no, you haven't." 

"Oh, that's why I don't know your name. I always reckon I know 

everybody's name." You bulidust a fair bit. [Laughs]. Maybe 

it was in my line, you know. 

RJ Do you think people are fooled by that or are they 

awake up to you? 

BRAND No you don't, but you don't do it blatant sort of a 

thing, saying the name if you've forgotten it, but if you never 

knew it you would say, "I felt sure I met you before somewhere, 

or something like that. You've got your toes and your fingers 

crossed. [Laughs] . But I was a terror. 

Dick Burt used to practise remembering names and, oh gawd, 

would meet people three times a right and say, "Have we met 

before?" They used to love him. [Laughter] 

RJ How did you go about your 1971 campaign? 

BRAND Somewhat same as usual. I had a terrible feeling about 

it because there'd been quite a change with new areas coming in 

and things like that. One Labor area came into it and I 

thought, "That will fix me" because it was a touch-and-go seat 

as far as Liberals were concerned. 

But still I got around a fair bit. I think the boundaries had 

been shifted in Kalgoorlie a bit. I forget now. It shifted 

further up and made it a bit easier, but there were still a lot 

of houses there to call on, but it's a strong Labor area right 

up there. The Liberals never got a look in there. Then I only 
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lost by four votes, of course. Then there were 40 votes out 

there that they never counted and there were 29 votes on one of 

the stations. 

RJ Sorry, 40 votes out where that were never counted? 

What do you mean? 

BRAND Well, they never got a [vote]. The stationmaster at 

Forrest he had the ballot box and he never told the people that 

there was an election on. They're way out on the Trans line 

border. Of course, I had been out there two or three times. 

Anyway, after the election I got a wire to say that they hadn't 

been able to post their votes, 45 people, and then up at one of 

the stations, Arthur River Station, they had a day up there and 

instead of getting in to vote the boy offered to fly everybody 

in. Dudley Maslen, he said, "I'll fly you boys in and we can 

vote for George," because I had been up and stayed with them and 

I paled up with him sort of business. I think I might have been 

the Godfather of his son or something. Anyway, they said, "Oh 

no, Brandy'll muck it in. He's done a good job." Instead of 

that, Brandy didn't muck it in. Then up at Meekatharra they got 

all these natives into a hut and took all their names, the Labor 

mob, and did all the voting for them which was illegal. Those 

votes were counted. 

RJ Did you have proof of that? 

BRAND Oh yes, I had proof of it. One of our people saw it 

all going on, who was in there. 

RJ Did you t r y to contest? 

BRAND No. 
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RJ Why didn't you? 

BRAND I wouldn't have had the money if it had had to come to 

another election and all that. I just didn't have any money to 

cover that sort of thing because once you have been elected, the 

party helps you with the first election when you first get in 

but it's your pigeon after that. Of course, when I was away the 

business did.... Blokes were doing all sorts of things with the 

trucks and one bloke took it home and he was running a business 

there when I got home. My sister was working there and my 

nephew knew all about it and they never even told me. That's 

your friends. "Save me from my friends" is a good saying 

Of course, I was worried then. I thought, "If I have a. . . 

It cost about $4,000 or $5,000 to have a re-contest, doesn't it? 

Then all the expense of that again and you might lose that one. 

So I thought, "God, I can't put my neck out there". 

RJ But you had only lost by four votes when it was all 

said and done. You still didn't feel confident to....? 

BRAND No. By that time I didn't give a damn. The worry and 

the strain on you is terrific. 

RJ In what way? 

BRAND Pressure, you know. Of course, all this coming in. I 

was going to commit suicide. I mentioned this to someone and he 

said, "Don't be a bloody fool. You don't think you are the only 

one who has lost an election, do you?". I was, and then I 

thought what a rotten thing to do to your wife. 

RJ So your loss affected you to that extent? 
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BRAND Yes. 

RJ What was your disappointment? 

BRAND Losing my seat. See, I'd got out of the business. I 

was going to sell the business if I got re-elected and then I 

would have no worries with it then. Of course, at the end of 

that was the superannuation that you get. I think George Berry 

had twelve years and he drew $47 000 and $500 a week for life, 

or something, or something like that, $450 if you like, but some 

big amount. You can do that, you see, with superannuation. You 

miss all that when you went out like I did. 

RJ So was it that you were worried about your future or 

that you were just devastated at losing? 

BRAND I was devastated at losing, really; hoping against 

hope. 

RJ To the point of you wanting to commit suicide. 

BRAND Mmm, and then I thought what a rotten thing to do to 

your wife so I dispensed with that idea. I was so damned furi-

ous. Of course, all the Labor blokes, they were not much help 

although a lot of them are nice people. They would come up and 

say, "Bad luck, George. We worked against you but sorry to see 

you go because you did a good job". I didn't differentiate 

between Labor and Liberal. If a Labor person asked me to do 

something I did it and I always made sure I did it straight away 

which is the secret of all that sort of business. 

RJ I don't quite understand what pressures you were talk- 

ing about. You said you had all these pressures on you. What 

were the pressures coming from? 
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BRAND Well, sometimes you imagine a lot of the things, you 

wonder how things are going. You did something for somebody and 

you wonder if it was successful because they were the types of 

people who would scream, "Brandy didn't do this for me" or 

"Brandy did it for me and nothing happened," and you get all 

those sorts of jobs that come in to be done and although you do 

your best. . . . I didn't have as many jobs as Dick Burt, as I 

said, but he was..., But some people ask you to do impossible 

things. 

RJ Such as? 

BRAND Things with taxes, and of course they didn't come under 

our banner; they're Federal. It is hard to imagine there were 

so many things, like rates, the normal things they charged. 

They can't reduce rates and other charges. They would say, 

"That's too much. Can you see if you can get some off for me?" 

and you know damned well you can't, but they are right anyway. 

They were a wake up, the boys in the offices and they would give 

you a good reply, "So and so has gone into this," but he hadn't. 

"The Chief Accountant" or something like that "regrets to inform 

you that nothing further can be done in the matter"; all that 

sort of thing. Some people are crazy; they expect you to do 

impossible things. Of course, Dick Burt again used to get most 

of the work and for a few years I had nothing to do bar wander 

around and buy a few beers and things like that, make myself a 

nuisance. 

RJ That is why I am surprised you are talking about the 

pressures, you see. [Laughs] 

BP-AND Well, the pressure of the election, that was the main 

pressure. There were no pressures during the year or anything 

like That because I could get on in almost any company. A few 

things get you down because Labor blokes will set out to insult 

you and all that sort of caper. Ours are more gentlemanly, I 
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think, and they would say, "Good day, George, how are you?". A 

lot of them were good, there were beaut people like that. 

As I said I used to do a bit of dancing. We would go to all the 

balls around the place and a lot of these old blokes don't dance 

and I used to dance with their wives and that was a bit of a 

benefit in a way. They used to appreciate that otherwise they 

[their wives] were only sitting around like wallflowers. Some 

of the ladies were a bit hard to dance with if they were very 

busomy and you would get a dress like that and your hand slips 

off it [laughs] and you're clutching and you'd finish up with a 

handful of dress so you can hang on, especially in a waltz or 

something. [Laughs]. 

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE ONE 
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TAPE TWO SIDE TWO 

RJ So, with your defeat and your decision not to do any-

thing about trying again, that was purely because you didn't 

want to face that election process again? You hadn't become 

disenchanted with being a member in other words? 

BRAND No, no, no. 

RJ You would have liked to have been a member? 

BRAND Yes, I liked it, yes. 

RJ You just didn't want to face an election? 

BRAND The worry, if I went into it again. I didn't have the 

money and I would have had to borrow it and I didn't intend to 

put my family in jeopardy or anything like that, so I thought 

the best thing I could do was to get out once I lost the second 

one. 

RJ What was your wife's attitude throughout? Firstly, how 

did she feel about you becoming a member in the first place? 

BRAND Do you really want to know? 

RJ Yes. 
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BRAND She hated it really because she had diabetes and diabe-

tes is pressure on you all the time. She only died about two 

months ago, three months ago on her birthday, of all days, 

through a stroke and the diabetes. It's a pressure on you all 

the time, you see, and if you don't watch and you don't keep 

your sugar up... .you're there, your insulin's there and your 

sugar's up here. If you've got sugar a bit here that's okay, 

but if your sugar's down there you are likely to throw these 

hypoglycaemic reactions and you just go into a fit. Of course, 

she had that bugbear over her for forty or fifty years and, of 

course, she hated meeting people. They thought she was lovely; 

she was a very pretty girl. That nervous pressure and strain, 

she wanted to be on her own all the time. Even when she was a 

young giLl she would never go to parties. She would go to the 

pictures, yes, all those sorts of things, but never wanted to 

play any sport so I had to give up tennis - the love of my 

life - [laughs] and all those sorts of things. She wouldn't go 

to tennis dances or tennis parties, so I used to go up and see 

her for a while and then nick off to the party anyway. I hope 

she didn't find out. I had to go. I was captain of the club, 

you see, I had a good excuse. 

She was dead against meeting people. I think somebody hurt her 

once when she was a girl. She was showing off a bit and some-

body corrected her and put her in her place. She used to learn 

dancing like kids learn dancing, highland dancing and all that, 

and. somebody put her in her place and by God, never again did 
she step out of line. She took it like that and, of course, she 

always reckoned she was a fool. Of course, that was through the 

pressure of the diabetes, too. She couldn't talk to people. 

Some politicians' wives you know what they are like. Oh my God, 

they're hee haw, and [very condescending tone] "Mrs Brown, 

hello-ho-ho" and, of course, she was a very homely person, a 
very modest person and she just couldn't take that. 

RJ So did she ever go with you to any of the. ...? 
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BRAND Oh yes, yes. 

RJ Right, the functions? 

BRAND Yes, they used to love her. They used to think she was 

beaut; that's the funny part about it. 

RJ But she herself was not happy doing it? 

BRAND No, no, no. All she wanted was to be left. Of course, 

years later on all she wanted to do was die. She would say, 

"All I want to do is die." I would say, "What do you want to 

die for?" "All I want to do is die because I can't put up with 

this and I can't put up with that." Of course she was always --

I would come home and I would find her sort of flaked out in 

front of the fridge on the floor and she was a pig-headed woman. 

She'd never keep her balance with her sugar and (spice I was 

going to say) - sugar and insulin and all that, and the doctor, 

he was amazing. He said, "Now, you should have six meals a day. 

Your cup of tea then breakfast, morning tea, lunch, afternoon 

tea, and especially when you are going to bed, supper, put 

something in the oven; food for the insulin you have had to act 

on during the night and you won't get a hypo then". "I'm not 

going to get fat for anybody," she said, and that shows you her 

attitude. 

I used to storm and I'd rave at her and I would get on my knees 

and crawl to her. No, she wasn't going to do that. She didn't 

want to be a diabetic. "All I want to do is die." That was in 

her later years in life. Of course, the son went over and lived 

in the east and he had no family and of course we had no grand-

children or anything like that. We went and stayed with them 

around Christmas time and she enjoyed that thoroughly, but, yes, 

it was rather terrible. She was on the bed in there and she'd 

had this terrific stiohe the night she died and she was crawling 
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around in the bed and she was going "Uh, uh, uh'." and she was 
trying to tell me something. Jesus, I will never forget the 
look as long as I live, and I knew then that it looked like 
something was wrong because she hadn't had enough to eat, I 
don't think, and whether she gave herself any extra insulin, I 
don't know. They rushed her off into hospital but she died the 
next morning. She would never bother about her blood pressure. 
One night it was 243 here and I rung the doctor and she was very 
annoyed with me, so she slapped her in hospital then; 243, 
that's enormous isn't it? 

RJ Yes. 

BRAND I had mine taken the other day, and the doctor said 
"You're in good nick, you know, for an old bloke your age;" 149. 
It was good. The doctor is like a friend of ours. He's a beaut 
young fellah, John Rogers. 

RJ How did your wife feel about it when you lost your 
seat? 

BRAND Oh, well she was sorry for me, but I don't think we 
ever discussed it. She knew how upset I was, of course. She'd 
be with me. Of course I had the business. We went back to that 
and carried on there, and I went and got my truck back from this 
bloke that was working for us. 

RJ And for both campaigns, did your wife help you cam-
paign? 

BRAND She couldn't help that much with the diabetes, and she 
wasn't that strong anyway. She never kept very good health, but 
she used to do work at home, of course. There was a lot of 
letter writing and envelopes and things like that. But if she 
didn't keep her mind on herself she'd likely to finish up - 
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she'd be on the floor again. Oh, its a terrible insidious 

disease this diabetes. See, you can be sitting there and still 

having your six meals a day, your cup of tea at 3 o'clock and a 

biscuit or something and the old boiler gets down again. By the 

time I'd get home she'd be flaked out. I'd have to bring her 

around or get the doctor, or something like that. 

I became a bit of an expert at it. I could tell people coming 

into the State Housing when I worked at the counter there. A 

woman was acting funny one day, so I went and got a lolly and 

popped it into the woman's mouth in front of her husband. He 

said, "How did you know?" She was gargling and I thought, "It's 

hypo; she's having a hypo." He said "How did you know anyway?", 

and I said, "I've got one of my own." He said, "Oh oh, that 

accounts for it." He said, "I got the shock of my life. I knew 

she was reacting when I brought her in." He sat her down and I 

looked over and thought, "Oh God, hypo," so I just went over. 

You either know it or you don't. It wasn't very clever but, 

being an observant type, I was able to pick it up. Three or 

four times that happened. Of course there are no buy shops 

around inside the State Housing Commission. [Chuckles] . You 

can't buy a lolly, yet they don't carry them. 

We picked mother up in all sorts of. . . . My son was driving home 

one day from work and saw a tram seat then and a body laid out 

on it and he recognised Mum's frock, so he went over and saw her 

and they'd said she'd had a reaction waiting for a bus, so he 

just put her in the car and brought her home. Oh, often. They 

can electrocute themselves, burn themselves in a fire, an open 

fire, or anything. 

Anyway, this is not getting your job fixed, is it? I am losing 

you at this game, aren't I? 

RJ [Laughs.] Never mind. 
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BRAND You can always come back tomorrow. 

RJ I wondered in the light of your great disappointment at 

losing and so on, how you felt about having stood for Parliament 

in the first place. 

BRAND Oh, my wife never liked that very much but It was an 

experience and a bit of an honour. I thought, "If you made a 

career of it." They get a hell of a good salary now. It seemed 

a fairly good salary then. I thought, "well, if you can 

make...." If you can hold onto the seat for 20 years, after a 

while you are on superannuation and free tickets for life and 
all that sort of caper. It's a chance and I was sorry for the 

bloke I beat. He got out of the mines; he was a miner. He won 

his seat and I knocked him off his perch. 2 

RJ Was that part of your motivation in sitting in the 

first place; because you thought it would make you secure? 

BRAND No, I always had. . . .being in the Liberal Party I had a 

bit of an interest in it. They asked me to stand and I did 

stand and that's what happened but, oh gee, what it costs to 

business and things like that. 

RJ In the light of the effect on your business, in the 

light of the effect it had on yourself, to the point of, as you 

said, wanting to commit suicide, if you had known in advance 

that you would have that experience, would you sit again, if you 

had your life over? 

2 Mr Brand defeated David Peter Dellar at the 196.5 elections. 
Mr Dellar had only been a member of the Legislati v Council 
for two years at the time of his defeat. 
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BRAND If you could get the pick of seats. If a seat came up, 

somebody had died and they said, "We'll give this one to you 

because you've done satisfactorily and it's a safe seat." Yes, 

you'd take that, but this one wasn't a safe seat, of course; it 

was marginal. Oh, no, you see, you are tramping.. . . You want 

to be young, of course. I couldn't do it now. I've got bad 

knees and things like that and I would never take it on now. 

RJ But if you had your life over and you knew you were 

going to lose after one term, would you sit in the first place? 

Was it worth it, in other words? 

BRAND No, no. Well you got nothing out of it, you see, in 

one term. You've got to get seven years for superannuation. 

That's the reason, most reason blokes go to be set for life with 

superannuation. Six years only gives you one term - or one term 

only gives you six years. 

RJ So you wouldn't sit in other words? You would not 

stand for election if you'd known? 

BRAND No. Well, I'd never considered it. I thought it was a 

hit of an honour to be asked. Of course, I was pretty 

well-known around the area there. It was a strong Labor area, 

and I marched it all and she [my wife] didn't like the idea of 

it. They picked somebody who was pretty well-known in business. 

You take an interest in local affairs, in the council, and 
tennis clubs and badminton clubs and all those sort of things I 
was interested in, so I was a likely candidate, as you might 
say. And in freemasonry too. Of course, that upset the Catho-

lics. [Laughs.] There was not much of that around. You didn't 

emphasise that lodge part of it. They're going to form a lodge 

here, as a matter of fact!3 [Laughs.] 

Mr Brand was living in Swan Cottage Homes at the time of the 
interview (RJ) 
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RJ Just sum up how you view that time as a parliamentari- 

an? 

BRAND A lot of time with nothing done. I even used to take 

books down from the business and do them in Perth, send accounts 

out and all that sort of caper. You see, where you've a couple 

of people covering one area like the upper House and the lower 

House bloke, well some of the lower House blokes have been there 

for years, like old Danny Norton. He'd been there for 20 or 30 

years. I think he's out now. 4 People just think of them and a 
new bloke comes along and they don't know him from a bar of 
soap, so they take their problems to the same old bloke they 

took them to, especially if they have been there for years. 

It's a matter of - you don't go and break into those sorts of 

things like you do when you are chasing business; you just wait 

till they call you. 

RJ So you don't feel any sense of achievement for those 

six years you were in Parliament? 

BRAND I did a few things, but I couldn't remember what. A 

lot of blokes remember what they've done, but I didn't. They 

are not very momentous things. 5 You might have trouble with the 

trains in their area or the timetable - those sort of things. 

Very mundane sorts of things mostly you get asked. Now and 

again you get something that is rather stupendous. You've got 

to go and get on to the Minister or the Premier and see if they 
can do something. Now and again they can. 

I was a funny character. I'd do something and then wipe it off, 

then people come to thank you for it and I couldn't remember 

Daniel Norton was defeated as Member for Gascoyne on March 
30, 1974 (RJ) 

According to the Hon. ClLve Griffiths, Mr Brand was one of 
the hardest working membei.s of Parliament in his experience. 
(Clive Griffiths, interview transcript, 1986, p  109 - RJ) 
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what they were talking about. I wasn't a complete politician. 

But you'd been doing so much in your business, like you'd do 

something for people, and a few good turns chucked in now and 

again. Well, you'd do that, and. ... I had been in that line, 

see, and doing it when you are a paid politician, people would 

come and say, "Oh, George, remember you did so and so for me?" 

"Er, yes, I suppose. What did I do?" Of course, then they'd... 

People are funny too. If you ask them what you did for them 

they say, "You're not very interested in me," so you had to be 

careful on that line. I was a generally mixed up kid there 

[laughs] 

I had a lot of good times there and interesting times. I liked 

listening to good speakers and, oh, there were some brilliant 

blokes there. Old John Tonkin, I used to like to listen to him. 

He didn't rubbish anybody. He got down to the facts, and he was 

the Leader of the Labor Party for many years, of course, and an 

old goldfields bloke; that helped him too. He was a school-

teacher from Boulder in his younger days. What was the question 

again? 

RJ You were just commenting that there were things you 

enjoyed in the Parliament, like listening to. . 

BRAND Oh, yes, listening to good speakers. Oh there were an 

awful lot of them. Herb Graham; he passed on. He and I got 

very friendly. He was the Deputy Leader of the Labor Party. A 

lot of these blokes I became friends with, close friends. He 

had a nickname for me: "Brand you BET,  I think it was. [Chuck- 

les] . He used to smoke, smoke, smoke, and I said "Graham, look, 

I feel like hitting you across the ear and then taking that 

cigarette off you and stamping it out." I said, "You smoke 

miles too much." He died of cancer, bad cancer, too, of the 

throat. He had a very bad time of it. His wife said, "You 

know, you take more interest than his own party take in him.' 

Well I used to feel sorry for people. He was very disappointed; 

he wanted to be Premier and old John Tonkin hung on for years 
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and years. He was one of the best speakers and debaters in the 

State, Herb Graham. I often used to sneak into their House, the 

lower House, and sit. They had a place where you could sit 

there and listen to speeches and I used to pop in when he was 

speaking. He was a very bright boy, but he got very bitter as 
the years went on because old John Tonkin stuck around until he 

was an old man and it diddled him out of the opportunity. 

That's some of the things that were going on. And one of our 

fellows, he was a barrister in Perth. 

RJ What, in the lower House? 

BRAND In our House. I can't think of his name. I think he 
is still there. 6 He was a beautiful speaker too. He used to 

sit behind me. 

RJ Ian Medcalf? 

BRAND Ian Medcalf; oh, wonderful, beaut, and a nice fellow. 

He and I were pretty good friends. I used to sit in front of 

him, I think. He was such a clued-up fellow. Of course, me as 

a truck driver, you can guess what I felt like in the joint. I 

felt like a silk purse in a pigsty or something. These blokes 

were very kind to blokes like me; very tolerant. If you'd say 

anything wrong nobody would make fun of you or anything like 

that. They were all beaut fellows. It was only in the House 

where they fought a bit. There was not much of that in this 

Parliament because they were all pretty level headed blokes. 

Old Gordon Hislop, he was an old solicitor,7  and he used to 

keep me wised up to a few little things you learn as you go 

along. He had been there for many years in the upper House - 20 

Ian Medcalf retired from Parliament in 1986 (RJ) 

/ James Gordon Hislop was a medical practitioner (RJ) 
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or 30 - and what did he do? He stuck around and died as soon as 

he left the place. But, oh. . . .1 liked being up there. There 

were visitations by notable people. I was very impressed one 

day some English bloke came to see me. He was a member of the 

English Parliament, the British Parliament, and he said, "I have 

been told to come and meet you, Brand," [laughs], very haughty, 

and there was this lord or lady somebody or something like that 

and I said, "Why, what makes me famous in your eyes?" He said 

"That electorate of yours," so I had to take him along and get a 

map and show it to him, and tell him all about it and all that. 

He said, "You know, Brand, I can walk across that bastard of 

mine in half-an-hour in London." [Laughs] . Half-an-hour I can 

walk across that bastard in London 

Then another bloke - he went through to a meeting in Melbourne. 

They all came through here and we entertained them: from differ-

ent countries - the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association. We 

took some blokes down. . . . The Royal Show was on, so a bunch of 

us took them down to the Royal Show. There was one big black 

fellow who'd come from South Africa or somewhere, Africa. I'm 

tall and I'm six foot or something like that, and he was about a 

head taller than I am. I had to look after this bloke and he 

said (Oxford if you don't mind), "Mr Brand," he said, "I've left 

my nameplate home in my other suit when I changed tonight." So 

I said, "We'll soon bloody fix this." So I took mine off and 

hung on him. I thought, "It won't hurt for the day will it?" 

[Laughs] . One day up in Parliament someone called me a black 

bastard after that. I said, "What did you say that for?", and 

he said "Remember the day you gave the bloke your nameplate at 

the show?" [Laughs] . "Oh, you're Mr Brand. Well we know Mr 

Brand in Parliament." Somebody said, "You're a silly bugger to 

do that. God knows where it would have finished up." [Laughs]. 

But he was a big, tall bloke, as tall as that door, and hand-

some, God he was, and beautifully spoken. I loved to meet all 

those sort of people. 
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I had an interesting experience one day that wasn't connected. 

I was over in Sydney. It was one Anzac Day. That's right, I 

was in the Army then still and I was over in Sydney and the 

Anzac Day was on, and you know the seat where the cenotaph is 

where they hold the service there? I was round the corner and I 

had to meet one of my mates, a bloke from South Fremantle. He 

and I had paled up together. Our unit had broken up and we were 

still meeting each other and going places, so I had to meet him 

near the Post Office in Sydney. Anyway it was round the corner 

from the cenotaph I had to meet him; a music shop it was. 

Anyway, as I am standing there hanging around, I'm not standing 

up straight and all that with my army uniform on nd things like 

that, and I was a corporal at the time, I think. Anyway, round 

the corner after that show broke up an old distinguished looking 

gentleman.... He was only about 5'6 high and, oh, you have 

never seen such dignity in the whole of your life. I was stand-

ing an ordinary Australian stand, not doing anything much, and I 

was out on the edge near the footpath waiting for this Frank 

Clark, and this old bloke walked past and he had rows of medals. 

He was straight, erect, and he was marching along proudly there. 

As he walked past, I thought, "I'll pay due respect to honour 

this bloke, because I knew he was somebody. He must have been 

somebody very important in life, so I just quietly moved and 

stood to attention as he walked past. I was hardly prepared for 

the reaction because he stopped, he did a left turn and he took 

his hat off and he bowed to me. Oh, jeez I got a shock! But he 

was an old soldier and I thought, "Bugger it. I'll pay him the 

respect of standing to attention." It was appreciated I think, 

but he was so dignified about it. I thought of that for years, 

how the old bloke did like being recognised, I'd say. So there! 

RJ What was the length of your war service? When did you 

go into the Army? 

BRAND Oh, very good. In the Army? About '42, wasn't it? 

When did it start, 142? 
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RJ 1 39 was the... 

BRAND 39  

RJ But that was the phoney war. 1 40 was when it got 

dinkum. 

BRAND I don't believe I've even got any information on that 

here. I had about three years, I think. 

RJ Probably '42 to '45. 

BRAND '42... 

RJ It took time for a lot to join because they didn't take 

people straight away. Probably '42 to '45. 

BRAND Of course I was pretty old. I was 32, you see. 

RJ Well if you were 32, it would have been... 

BRAND Even '43. 

RJ It would have to be 1943. 

BRAND I remember I couldn't go away with the business and 

there was manpower shortage. It finished up I thought I should 

do something about it. 

I had funny experiences. I finished up in Morotai. I went up 

to Sydney. We were running around with a fool unit around here 
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at the race course in an ambulance show, doing nothing. The war 

was going on and on and we were just driving trucks round - 

driving practise, and I'm a truck driver, [laughs], and I 

thought, "This is a waste of time. So anyway they finished 

up, somebody complained. We had an ambulance mob with us and 

they complained about doing nothing, so they broke the unit up 

and we went off over east. I finished up. . . We went up to 

Canungra and did a Canungra course. Beautiful up there, really 

beautiful country, and we marched all through there and lived in 

it. A lot of people say, "Ooh, it's the hardest thing I ever 

did." Well, it's rot. It was beautiful. It was really lovely 

country to walk through - Queensland. You've been up there? Up 

near the Gold Coast there it is. 

knyway, then the next thing we know we go back to Brisbane, 

there for a few weeks, and then off up to the islands. I 

thought, "Thank God, we're going to a forward area now," because 

there was all that time wasted. You see there is a lot of 

advantages in being a returned soldier. If you're a repat man 

you can get loans and all that sort of thing. That's what I 

did. I promptly got a loan when I got home to build a house or 

to buy the house down at Morley. There were lots of other 

things too; the pensions. Mine comes through repat now. There 

are an awful lot of things - benefits to you. Like with Parlia-

ment: if I'm in Sydney I can go and park my car at Parliament 

House and leave it there - any Parliament House in the Common-

wealth Government, London or anything, just because you have 

been a member. What were we talking about, in the Army? 

RJ You talked about your war service. You said you ended 

up at Morotal. Yes. When would you have left the Army? 

BRAND It was soon after I got back to Perth. For a month 

after war finished they sent back up a special plane to Perth 

and picked up patients from the 2nd/5th AGH, those with eye 

problems and things like that. They were bringing soldiers back 

and there was room for so many patients, and because I had been 
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a good boy and doing these little jobs, I think, they reported 

that I was expected to go blind within 12 months. I thought, 

"That's funny," and it was only the other day that I woke up 

that the nurses and the doctors must have put up this plod to 

give me a quick trip home because it was just a month after war 

finished, see, and others were coming back for years after that. 

I got on this plane. I was in Perth that night and discharged 

in no time after, but I never ever went blind; that always had 

me tricked. I can see now they did that on purpose as a bit of 

a favour for what I'd done. 

Well, I used to do lots and lots of things for the blokes; 

write letters for blinded fellows. One chap was a commo I wrote 

for, and he lived in Kalgoorlie of all places, and I said. 

His wife worked in an ammo depot and I'm writing this rubbish. 

He was totally [blind] . He only had one eye and he had an 

operation on that and he was blindfolded and things like that. 

He was telling his wife to sabotage anything she can in the 

factory. I said, "You amaze me! You're a bloody infantry man. 

You've got a rifle and you're using bullets to protect your life 

and," I said, "here you are telling your wife to sabotage the 

amino, and it's protecting your life with it." "Oh," he said, 

"communism's a great thing, George, and it's a wonderful thing. 

My wife and I have always practised it." Gawd, I happened to 

know him; he worked at Warmans in Kalgoorlie. And I said, "Half 

of you bloody commos you tricked me. No wonder I don't like 

it." "Oh, it's a great thing George!" 

I'd done all these little jobs round the place. I did the 

nurses' washing for them and ironing; a real old mother around 

the place. Of course when it came to going back, I think they 

told these lies to get me on this plane. Of course, my eyes had 

always been the same. It was a bit embarrassing. There were 

good soldiers left up there and here am I on this plane within a 

month. 
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RJ What rank were you on your discharge? You talked of 

getting to corporal. 

BRAND Yes; that's the rank I had all through, I think. 

RJ For the record, are you any relation to David Brand? 

BRAND No, not at all. No, no. 

RJ Just a final point about the loss of the election. Was 

there any feeling at all that other people had let you down? 

Did you feel any disappointment in that way? 

BRAND Well, it's a bit hard to know if anybody lets you down, 

isn't it? I wouldn't know if they did. You see, they only had 

to vote and if they didn't vote for you, you don't know who 

voted against you anyway. I hate the people who didn't support 

me but, of course, a lot of them were Labor people; they would-

n't support you. Then it might have been a fluke the first time 

I got in, or the only time I got in. It was a six year seat. 

I went back then and I had to start business all again and, of 

course, that is the worst part about getting into Parliament. 

If you go on for another. . . . You are safely covered for life if 

you go on for another six years. And I liked it there. It was 

quite interesting. With mine, it looked as if it wanted doing, 

so I did it. That's been my silly habits. 

[After his defeat, Mr Brand worked at the State Housing Commis-

sion, answering enquiries over the counter and interviewing 

people about housing requirements and loans. He remained there 

until his retirement in 1976 when aged 65. Mr Brand is not sure 

when he left Kalgoorlie to live in Morley but it was during his 

time as a member of Parliament. In 1976, he and his wife moved 

to Swan Cottage Homes wilero Mr Brand happily resides - RJ.] 
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