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everybody for the kind remarks they have made about me. I have reciprocated some of them. 
Members may like to know that the other night I chose my subjects for first year university, 
should I decide to do a degree. 

HON TOM McNEIL (Upper West) [4.41 pm] : Mr President, I commence by thanking the 
House for giving me the opportunity to congratulate members for their assistance to me 
during my period here. My attitude in this place has been never to speak at any great length. 
I consider it to be one of the downfalls of this House that we get permission to go on for 
unlimited periods. 

I am one of the more fortunate - or unfortunate, as the case may be - members who got into 
this place probably by accident. In 1977, prior to the election when the National Country 
Party had no-one to stand, I was minding my own business and doing quite well when I was 
approached to stand and, of course, subsequently won the seat. I thank the Labor Party for all 
those sweet preferential votes which got me over the line in a helluva rush at the end of 
proceedings. It is ironic that on both occasions that I have faced the people the Upper West 
seat was the last to be decided. 

Members have already referred to the Electoral Act and how it affected them. I refer to 
Hon Gordon Masters and Hon Des Dans. I have to agree with them that, while I gave that 
piece of legislation my support, at the same time I was cutting my own throat. I concur with 
the feeling that there will not be personal representation. I refer to the agricultural region 
where, because of the enormity of its size and where the members live, after the forthcoming 
election it will not be possible to show the personal touch that we have shown in the past. 

Perhaps my approach to politics has been different from that of a lot of people. I got in 
without any branch structures and I have not put in any while I have been here. It is 
extremely difficult to have to get over two elections where one must convince the delegates 
representing areas covered by other members of Parliament within one's own structure, and 
one has not got any delegates. When proportional representation comes in the Tom McNeils 
have to take a walk. Maybe that will work out for the better, but one of the downfalls will be 
the loss of the personal touch. 

I probably got in on a sport vote. I can recall the first private member's Bill - you may recall 
it too, Mr President - which aimed to get freedom for country footballers. Now, 12 years 
later, we have finally got it and at least they are free. The ,message, as I have always said, is 
that metropolitan clubs should take a good, hard look at country clubs . We never hear of a 
country club going broke. The metropolitan clubs, in the time that I have been in politics 
anyway, grabbed country players, paid them a mere pittance, sold them to the Eastern States 
for huge amounts, and still went broke. Country clubs survived. They have gone on and 
spent more and more money, and have never gone broke. It is a pleasure to me that when I 
am getting out, although it took 12 years and I have had nothing to do with it, players are now 
free. 

I would like to pass on my heartfelt thanks to you, Sir, and the Clerks of the House and the 
attendants . Sometimes we are elevated to a position, when we become members of 
Parliament, which is really not justified. Everyone pays us a great deal of respect and treats 
us as somebody above their own status, which I do not believe is true. Those staff members 
have been very respectful and helpful, and go out of their way to do everything for us. 

It is appropriate at this juncture to acknowledge Hansard because ·! would be probably one of 
the more difficult members to take. It has been suggested to me many times that when I slip 
into football jargon and talk about Jesaulenko, Grlusich and Ischenko it makes life a bit 
difficult. Hansard staff have been very understanding and I appreciate that. The stewards 
and the stewardesses, and the kitchen staff, have been mighty. 

I have to acknowledge the part played by iny family. My wife is one of the people in the 
world who did not want me to go into politics, and cannot wait for me to get out. I have six 
children, and only one still at school. My position here has affected my home life , if only for 
the enormous amount of travelling I have had to do. In that respect it will be quite a relief to 
get out of Parliament. 

There is one section of Parliament which I do not believe anyone else has touched on, which 
I would like to, and that is the telephonists. Cathy, Shirley and ·Betty have been absolutely 
fantastic . There have been others prior to them, but-they are the ones occupying the position 
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at the moment. They are delightful girls who will help members, and nothing is too much 
trouble for them. They certainly make the job a lot easier. I would also like to acknowledge 
the work done by the three secretaries that I have had in my time as a parliamentarian, Jenny 
Wilson, Helen West and, currently, Jan Kilburn who have been a great help to me. 

Mr President, my sentence is up in this place. I do not agree with Hon Des Dans in that at 
this juncture we cannot say who will be returned. I think we have a good idea of who will be 
returned because of the positions they will occupy on the ballot paper. I have always liked 
the situation where one was running for a seat, competing against one, two or three people, 
and had the chance' to go out and do battle on one ' s own mettle. That will be lost here 
because, while it may be retained in the Assembly, we will just become a party number, and 
the people who decide who is to be at the top of the ticket will be the people who decide who 
is elected. 

I close by saying thank you to all in this House whom I look upon as friends. If anyone 
wants to have a drink with me at any time, after they have bought me one I will be happy to 
reciprocate. · 

HON JOHN WILLIAMS (Metropolitan) [4.48 pm]: Mr President, this is the day I never 
wanted to see, and I will be quite frank. This is a place that I have enjoyed. It is a place 
where I have found friendship and where I have spent 18 years of my life. I have been 
thinking over recent weeks how bad it is here and, in another way, how good it is. I still 
could not reconcile myself to the fact that it has always been difficult for me to make a 
speech. It is even more difficult today. I hope the House will bear with me when I read a 
piece called "A Consolation", written by someone who could write better than I can - his 
name is William Shakespeare. · I think it is sonnet No 12, and it states -

When in disgrace with fortune and men's eyes 
I all alone beweep my outcast state, 
And trouble deaf heaven with my bootless cries, 
And look upon myself, and curse my fate; 

Wishing me like to one more rich in hope, 
Featured like him, like him with friends possest, 
Desiring this man's art, and that man's scope, 
With what I must enjoy COf\tented least; 

Yet in these thoughts myself almost despising, 
Haply I think on Thee - and then my state, 
Like to the lark at break of day arising 
From sullen earth, sings hymns at heaven's gate; 

Foi- thy sweet love remember'd, such wealth brings, 
That then I scorn to change my state with kings. 

I have a great love and affection for this Parliament, more than for the beautiful stained glass 
windows, the jarrah and the carpet. The people in it make it. From the first day that I put a 
foot into this House I was made to feel a part of it. 

I remember that, on. my first day, I sat where Hon Tom Butler now sits. That was the only 
seat left. On my right sat a man who I believe was one of the greatest men that I have served 
with in this place, Hon Ian Medcalf, a pillar of sobriety and the upholder of the functions of 
this House .. On my left sat a member who, 12 years ago, was elevated to the presidency. I 
looked up to him at that time because I had been told what a tough campaigner he was, but 
what a bad tempered fellow he could be. It came as a great shock to me after being elected to 
represent the Liberal Party to find out that, while Hon Ian Medcalf maintained a steady 
course, Hon Clive Griffiths was a little more acrid in the party room than most people I knew. 
That is where I thought it would end. Hon Des Dans and Hon David Wordsworth were here 
the night he ripped into his Government over the Orange Grove Caravan Park. He would not 
let go; he was like a bulldog. He gave the then Leader of t_he Government, Hon Neil 
McNeill, some real Larry Doodle. That woke me up to the situation. 

In those days we were not all as well off as we are today. Between all of the members of this 
House and of the other place, there were three secretaries. We queued up downstairs with 
our letters and they were returned to us later that day or the next day. In that respect the 
Parliament has improved tremendously. 


