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other major States, the natural growth
of revenue in Western Australia, with
the formula growth of the Financial
Assistance Grant, was not sufllcient to
enable us to match the services given
in those States. we needed increasing
assistance to fill the gap and this was
provided by a growing Special Grant.
-The Government believes the time has
eome when that gap will no longer expand
and may even decrease should seasons continue favourable and mineral prospects become realities.
Should these predictions, which I feel
sure are soundly based, be realised, we
could not expect that the Special Grant
would continue to increase but, on the
contrary, in line with our needs, would, at
best, remain at about the same level if not
decline.
Therefore, were we to be assured that
the $15,500,000 Special Grant received in
1968 would continue to be made to this
State, in addition to the Financial Assistance Grant that would be forthcoming
under the formula, we would consider that
we would not need additional assistance to
balance our Budget and no longer need to
have recourse to the Commonwealth
Grants Commission.
Indeed, this proposition is the one put to
the Prime Minister and the other State
Premiers by the Premier of Western Australia. That these overtures were successful was evident from the fact that the
agreement finally concluded was that we
will receive $15,500,000 in each of the
1968-69 and 1969-70 years. by way of supplement to the Financial Assistance Grant
d_etermined under the formula.
In addition to that, this sum will be
added to the 1969-70 Financial Assistance
Grant when arriving at the base figure for
the grants to be paid during the following
five-year period. We are satisfied that this
is the best possible deal that we could
have hoped to obtain.
The State, in consideration of these payments, will not seek a special grant
through the Commonwealth Grants Commission for 1968-69 and 1969-70. We have
also undertaken to accept the advance
grant of $15,500,000 for 1967-68 as the final
grant for that year, so we will not require
the Grants Commission to determine a
completion grant for that year.
This being so, the surplus of $829,000
for 1967-68 announced recently is the final
result for last year, and is a very satisfactory result, too. I am sure it satisfies the
people on the bench opposite me.
In effect, too, this represents one of the
many advantages which now fall to us as
a non-claimant State in that we will no
longer have to wait some 15 months a.fter
the end of a financial year to ascertain
how we really finished up.

There are others, of course, not the
least being the greater flexibility which
our newly won status gives the Government when framing its Budget for the coming year, aspects of which it is proposed
to deal with at greater length when speaking to the Appropriation Bill later in the
session.
The introduction of that measure will
also present an opportunity for members
to become acquainted with the full requirements for 1968 and the means bY
which they are to be financed but, in particular, in another place upon the tabling
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund Estimates and the subsequent explanation a.nd
discussion in Committee.
The purpose of this Bill then, is to grant
Supply to Her Majesty of a sum not exceeding $145,000,000 for the services of the
State for the year ending the 30th JWle,
1969.

Debate adjourned, on motion bY The
Hon. W. F. Willesee (Leader of the Opposition).
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: FOURTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 31st July, on
the following motion by The Hon. F. R.
White:That the following Address be presen ted to His Excellency:May it please Your Excellency:
We, the members of the Legislative Council of the Parliament of
Western Australia, in Parliament
assembled, beg to express our
loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you
have been pleased to deliver to
Parliament.
.THE HON. R. F. CLAUGHTON (North
Metropolitan) [2.55 p.m.J: First of all may
I congratulate you, Sir, on your election
for a further term as President of this
Council. I feel sure you owe this honour
to the confidence members have in the im-

partiality of your decisions and the diB-

tinction and dignity you impart to the
position.
I a1so offer congratulations to the mem~
ber for West Province on his speech in
moving the Address-in-Reply, and I support that motion. I question, however, the
portion of his address in which he attributes the reason for the number of married women entering the work force to an
increase in hire.purchase commitments.
I suggest there is a far more potent
reason in the necessity for married people
to remain working; that is, to raise finance
to build their homes.
It is pleasing to note that the Govern~
ment has admitted-even though belatedly
-that stress exists in the matter of housing and land, a situation which is causing
not only stress, but distress.
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No one will deny that the development of

the State's material resources is important
and that much progress has been made.

In this regard, the Government was most
fortunate in that soon after it took office
in 1959, the emba.r~o on the export of iron
ore was lifted by the Federal Government.
Certainly it was thls step that led to the
tremendous discoveries that followed.
It is my view, however, that the devel-

opment of the State's most important re·

source- its people-has been neglected by
the Government, the approach of which
has been pedGstrian, unimagL.'"'lative, and
conservative. In Its dealings with tbe
general public it has been accused of arrogance; and it appsars to be remote from
the problems that burden the people.
The chief symptom of this neglect is
evidenced 1n the matter of housing and
land. Here I would refer to page 15 of
the report of the committee on land taxa·
tion and land prices in Western Australia,
otherwise known as "The McCarrey Report." The report states-The rise in land prices ha.s been
general and tar in excess of the increase in economic capacity to pay
them . Unquestionably we are faced
with land~price inflation of serious
proportions.
Elsewhere, the repart refers to the social
and economic consequences that flow from

this situation.

It is the quality of life that people
experience that is the real indicator of
our progress. Admittedly it would be
difficult to define and measw-e quality of
life, but an increase in overtime, a rise in
the incidence of married women in the
work force, a rise in the consumption of
alcohol, and the spread of venereal disease
could perhaps be tak€n as negative indicators.
It is the land-price inflation that is
threatening our way or life and our expectation of enlarged horizons. Let u.s
look a little more closely at this problem
which is asserted to be of serious proportions_
I would refer members to tables 1 and
2 on page 15 of the report where increases
in land prices are examined. To talte the
:figures for Wembley Downs, the district
with which I am most familiar, we find a
rise from $935 in 1956 to $5,080 in 1961,
an increase of 443 per cent. This, I feel,
is a. conservative top price.
Today it
would be difficult to purchase a blo-ck
below $8,000, and prices range as high as
$10,000; so that no slowing down of the
rate of infiatlon is discernible.
The effect of these land prices on housing finance is demonstrated on page 43
of the report where a comparison is drawn
from State Housing Commission costs. ln
1956, the land component of the total cost
of a. house was 12 per cent., but by 1966
this had risen to 22.2 per cent.

ln an area such as Wembley Downs the
figure would be in excess of 30 per cent.,
having in mind the generally more expensive type of home constructed there. It
could quite rightly be said that Wembley
Downs and City Beach are extreme examples but in any favoured area proposed
home owners would be fortunate to obtain
land for less than $5,000 or $6,000. Apart
from sharp increases in the price of land,
building costs have risen also-though,
more moderately.
The effect o! this situation, which has
been allowed to develop through an incomprehensible lack o! action by this Government, is to create far-reachini social
and economic problems which, apparently,
are only a matter of concern to the
Minister when they ~mplnge on the price
of industrial land. A number of these problems are examined in the McCarrey report and I would draw the attention of
members to chapter 6 wh1ch covers
aspects I do not propose to talk on now .
The Minister !or Mines has informed us
that Stat-e Housing Commission homes
can be obtained on a deposit as low as
$200, but this is small comfort when there
is a waiting period of three years to obtain such a home. During that period
families may be living in most unsattistactory circumstances and they may be
excluded because of the salary bar. AP"
plications date back as far as May and
JUlY. 1965. During the period of waiting
families may be living in shared homes,
substandard homes, or in fiats, and v~ry
likely paying excessively high rents . We
have the saddening spectacle of unfortu·
nate couples unable to buY land on which
to build. paying high rents for accommodation, and unable to save because of
those high rents.
Can a solution be round? Tl1e report
which I have quoted suggests a threepronged attack. which can be found on
page 50.
Firstly, an immediate incre:a se
in the supply of land; secondlY. measures
to force land held by speculators on to
the market-for example, by charging
higher taxes-and . thirdly, measures to J"educe speculation, such as the conditional
sale of land_ This will be done, for instance,
in conjunction wlth the auction to be held
by the Rural and Industries Bank at Ke.rrinyup on Saturday week.
It is admitted that no ready solution wm
be found and the actions of the Government will be watched with interest_ It is
almost certain that whatever course Is
adopted by the Government, there will be
little likelihood of a general scaling down
of prices. For this reason 1 would suggest
that the Government examine more closely
the publication "Perpetual Leasehold or
Freehold" referred to on Tuesday by Mr_
Willesee. If the Act relating to leasehold
conditions contains unrealistic limitations
then commonsense indicates that it
should be amended.
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From the reply given by The Hon. A. F.
·Griffith to a question asked by The Hon.
-w. F. Willesee--that homes are available
from $200-are we meant to assume that
all prospective home owners are able to
-obtain commission homes, or would desire
to do so? This is just nonsense and the
"Minister surprises me that he should give
such an answer. Furthermore, if 4! per
cent. of the appraised value is all that 1s
required for rent for leasehold land then
thjs surely is much to be preferred to having to save $5,000 or more just to buy land,
before the building of a home can be contemplated.
How many years nearer to home ownership leasehold conditions must place prospective owners. The publtcation which I
named earlier also illustrates that large
savings are possible under leasehold conditions. For example, case "A" on page 6
shows the comparison when building the
same priced house on lea-sehold land in
Canberra and on freehold land in Melbourne. The amount of saving to the Canberra owner is $5,710. In this instance the
price of land-freehold-was set at $3,380,
which would be a very reasonable price in
this State. This is quite a significant saving and when coupled with the fact that
there is no need to spend savings to purchase land, leasehold as against freehold
must be considered very attractive under
present conditions.
I would lik.e now to make some comments on education, particularly as it concerns Parents and Citizens' Associations.
When a new school is established the bare
minimum of equipment is supplied by the
Education Department and the burden of
providing all those things which we take
for granted. and which we accept as
normal, falls on the parents and citizens
in the initial period of the opening of the
school. I would refer to The W. A. Parent
and Citizen. of the nth July, 1968-Vol.
11, No. 11, which lists some of the items
that are supplied by the parents and citizens. It is only a short list and includes
reticulation, cricket pitches, shrubs, fertilisers, loam, goal posts, sand, and marking materials. Incidentals in the school
itself include telephone, duplicating paper,
petty cash, insurance, record cards, stencils and cabinet for storage, typewriter
and maintenance, and so on.
At the initial stage the parents and citizens are confronted with a bare interior
as well as a bare exterior to the school,
and although they are subsidised to a certain extent for the items they purchase,
it is the parents and citizens who must
first of all raise the money. The initiative
must come from the school. I will g-ive
some illustration of the costs which t.he
parents have to face. At the North City
Beach School the development of the
grounds has just cost $2,000. The Karrinyup Primary School hopes to be provided
with reticulation which will cost $6,000, of
which the parents and citizens wlll have to
pay $3,000.
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The need for the Parents and Citizens'
Association to raise these funds, I feel,
destroys the real function of the organisation. I wm quote again from The W .A.
Parent and Citizen, Vol. 11, No. 12, published in August, 1968. The article is
headed, "Enlightened Interest and En·
thusiasm Needed in Education" and contains the following:The present trend in some schools
is to seek money only and ·forget all
about one of the main objects of a
P. and C. Association "to promote the
interests of the school by bringing
parents, pupils and teaching staff into
close co-operation."
I suggest there may be a way to relieve the
schools of part of this burden so that the
efforts of the parents and citizens can be
concentrated more on what goes on in the
school itself. This, of course, may not
be a feasible idea but I think it is worth
considering. My suggestion is that there
should be a separation ot the groundswhich are to be used for recreation-from
the area where the buildings of the school
are situated.
My idea it to pass the recreation grounds
over to the local shire council because the
facilities which are provided there should
be available to the general community.
I feel the whole community should be responsible for making these facilities available because, in general, they are for the
use of every member of the community.
Also, it would relieve some pressure on
the Education Vote itself enabling more
money to be made available to improve the
educational system. No doubt there will
be some objection to this suggestion from
the school staff as they will probably take
the view that if people are allowed to
wander around the school grounds willynilly, a great deal of vandalism will result.
However, this need not be the case, because even a simple visual separation of
the area WOllld be enough to deter undesirables from entering the schools
grounds.
On occasions, in some suburbs, tt is
found that the shires provide facilities
which are used by the schoolchildren. I
know that for some time the pupils of the
North Inna loo Primary School made use
of an oval for their sporting activities. As
this oval was some distance from the
school the school staff had some difficulty
in maintaining proper discipline.
On looking at the existing system I
would also suggest that we should make
a review of this traditional system and
consider whether it still meets the needs
of the times in which we live. We should
ask ourselves: Should we now make a more
adventurous approach to education? It
seems to me, with the pressure of development, there will be difficulty in trying to
keep up with the rapid growth the State
is making if we continue to progress along
traditional lines. With a rapidly-growing
population and the need to provide a
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greater number of schools, surely this pre·
sents an opportunity to change the system
with a view to bringing about some new
order in education. - The opportunity
definitely presents itself at the present
tJme.
For what it is worth, I make the sug...
gestton that the Government should sponsor the formation of discussion groups
which could raise questions such as: Are
we satisfied with the results we a.re obtaining under our present system of
education? If we had an opportunity,
would we retain this same sort of system,
or adopt a completely different system?
I am of the opinion greater use could also
be made of the school as a centre of community activity~ At present a school Is
closed at approximately 3.30 p.m . until
about 9 a.m. the following morning, and
it is closed !or the full weekend. To me
this seems to be a completely inefficient
use of what represents a very large capt~
tal investment. Therefore, some review
should be made of this aspect with the
object of making greater us~ of our schools
and the money that ts spent on them,
and so bring the school into greater contact with the people in the community.
Perhaps the Government is already doing something along the lines of the
suggestion I am about to make, but I think
we should introduce retraining programmes where it ls found that changes
in skill and technology render people less
C'.a.pable of fi1ling a role they have fined
in past years. For example, those workers who have become redunda nt in their
present positions could undergo a retraJn_ing programme. Mature married women
form another section of th e community
wbo, after being bound to their children
for . ma.ny years. are looking for something
that will give them a new interest in the
community_ There needs to be a. more
positive attitude adopted to assist these
women to play a gain a useful role in
society if they so desire. On this point I
wUJ close my remarks and thank members
for their attention.
Debate adiourned, on motion by The Hon. I. G . Medcalf.

The SPEAKER: Is there any dissentient
against leave being granted to the Leader
of the Opposition to make an explanation?
Leave granted.
Mr. TONKIN: Mr. Speaker·, yesterday.
while speaking to the House, I made what
I subseq_uentlY found to be an inaccur ate
statement. I ask not to be excused, because I do not think there is any excuse
for inaccuracy in a matter of this kind,
and I take full responsibility for it. However, I did not intend to mislead the House
and the answer I gave to an interjection
was misleading.

In answer t o an interjection from the
Minister for Education, as to whether there
were any informal votes at Mowanjum, I
said, "No.'' That was mY impression at the
time, which I gained from the information
tn front of me. I subsequently found, on
checking, that there was one infonnal vote.
I apologise t.o the House for misleading i t ;
but, as I have already said, I do not ask
to be excused. I do not think there should
be an excuse for an inaccuracy of that
kind.
QUESTIONS (49): ON NOTICE
RAILWAYS
Kalgoorlie Service: BuJJet Staff

1.

Mr. T. D. EVANS asked the Minister
for Railways:
Will h e please have an investigation made fnto tbe practice of
providing only one girl on the
buffet ear of the Kalgoorlie train
ex Perth on Tuesdays, having regard to(a> increased patronage;
( b) service to passengers; and
(c ) justice to the girl concerned,
&nd advise me?
Mr. O'CONNOR replied:
Yes. I will have the matter inves-

tigated and advise the honourable_
member.

Home adj ourned. at 3.16 p .m .

i!lL>rtislntin.r A.asrmbly
Thursday, the 1st August. 1968
The SPEAKER <Mr. Guthrie) took the
Chair at 2.1'5 p.m ., and read prayers.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY
Voting at Mowan'ium: Personal
Erplanation

MR. TONKIN <Melville-Leader of the
Opposition> [2.16 p.m. I : 1 seek leave of
the House to make an explanation.

KALGOORLIE COURTHOUSE
Remodelling

2.

Mr. T . D. EVANS asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Justice:
(l) Can he indicate when work is
expected to commence on the remodelling and upgrading of
facilities at the Courthouse, Kalgoorlie?
<2> Does he realise that· cold climatic
conditions now affecting Kalgoorlie make the experience of litigants and other persons frequenting the court at the centre a
most unpleasant one?

