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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE WHEAT MARKET-
ING SCHEME.

Mr. LATHAM asked the Premier: 1,
What amount ef unclaimed moneys or sur-
plus proceeds remained after the 1921-22
State Wheat Marketing Scheme? 2, What
1s the sum remaining on hand to date? 3,
Js it held in a trust fund?

The PREMIER replied: 1 and 2, Unpre-
sented certificates, £2,573 2s. 7d.; unpre-
senfed cheques, £13 17s. 9d.; surplus funds,
£2,728 2s.; total, £5,315 2s. 4d. Less claims
paid, £215 13s.; balance, £5,099 9s. 4d. 3,
The money was transferred to Revenue, upon
receipt, in aceordance with the provisions of
the Unclaimed Moneys Aet.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING,
1, Water Boards Act Amendment.
2, Goldfields Water Supply Aet Amend-

ment.

3, Land Drainage.

Introduced by Hon. J. Cunningham (Hon-
orary Minister).

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Ninth Day.
Debate resumed from the previous day.
MR, MILLINGTON (Leederville) {4.36]:

I congratulate the member for Vorrest (Miss
Holman) on her election and on the very
able and ereditable manner in which she
moved the adoption of the Address-in-reply.
The timher workers have in her a capable
representative, one who understands them
and who will be able fo give sympathetic
consideration to their many requirements
From what she told the House, there is ur-

gent need for reform, particularly in the
conditions under which the timber workers
live. I congratulate the eleetors of Forrest
on their good fortune in having a represen-
tative who understands their needs so well.
The Governor’s Speech is a comprehensive
record of the achievements under the Labour
Government during the last 12 months. Al-
though the Speech is longer than usual, it is
a eoncise record of what has been done. I
vannot point to anything that could have
been omitted from the Speech, but later on
I shall refer to something that I think might
well have been included. During the year
mportant commissions of inquiry appointed
by the State and by the Federal Govern-
ments have pursued their investigations, and
reports in respect to them have heen Jaid
on the Table.  Amongst the reports are
those of the Roysl Commission ovn group
settlement and of the Federal Commission
appointed te inquire into the disabilties suf-
fered by Western Australia under Federa-
tion. The State Government threw them-
selves whole-heartedly into the latter inquiry,
and the case presented by them concisely and
ablv indicates the disabilities under which
the State is suffering. Those disabilities have
formed a theme of discussion during recent
venrs and the dorument will be a most val-
uable one for reference purposes. The State
Government can claim to have definitely re-
corded their views regarding Federation as
it affects {he State. It remamns to be seen
whether the Federal Government will view
the matter in the same light, and whether
they will realise the necessily for remedying
some of the disabilities under which we are
suffering,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 1 wish they
wonuld let us write the recommendation and
approval.

Mr, MILLINGTON: I wish the Federal
anthorities would take the view of those peo-
ple who are in close touch with the affairs
of the State and extend to us sympathy such
as has been extended to other portions of
the Commonwcalth. Ilowever we have not yet
lost hope that the Federal Government will
afford us some relief, and I believe much will
be gained as a result of the manner in which
the State’s case has been presented. The
Federal Government at least know what we
want, and they have before them accurate
and comprehensive tabulations such as had
not previously been compiled. The Govern-
ment should be congratulated on having
risen to the occasion and had the State's
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case prepared so thoroughly and well. An-
other report to which I shall refer later is
that of the Royal Commission which inquired
into the metropolitan milk supply. There
15 10 question anterior to that of the milk
supply for none of us can remember when
he first became interested in the milk ques-
tion. The report of the commission deals
with the metropolitan milk supply, but it-is
valuable also because it affects the whole
State. The Commissioner of Railways has
presented statements showing the financial
position of the railways, tramways and elec-
tricity supply. The report of the Commis-
sioner 15 of considerable importance in that
it has a material bearing npon the gquestion
of tramway extensions, in which I am par-
tienlarly interested. I should like to dis-
cover why certamn extensions have not been
agreed fo. It is pleasing to note the finan-
cial recovery of the railways during last
year.

Mr, Mann: During the last three vears.

Mr. MILLINGTON: That is so. The re-
covery is due to an extent to the increased
volume of trade and to the inereased popula-
tion, and eredit should be given to the man-
agement. The Commissioner has shown
that despite inevitable inereases in costs,
the figares have heen kept down to
the utmost. The report, viewed as
a whole, indicates that we have greater efli-
c¢iency in our railway management to-day
than there ever has been.  One point o
which I must direct attention is the number
of locomotives. TDespife the fact that the
volume of frade has increased, as is shown
by the statistics relating to haulage and ton
nmileage, the numher of locomotives has de-
creased from 423 in the vear 1921 to 405
last year. I hope that the improved finan-
cial position is not due to starvation of the
system. If we pget behind in recard fo
rolling stock and locomotives, it means that
the reeovery is really on paper.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The depari-
ment have munch heavier engines now.

Mr. MILLINGTON: That is true, but
there i1s a danger, which has made itself
felt under previous Cominissioners, of
an endeavour being made to show a good
financial position by starving the rolling
stock and the upkeep of lines. Owing to the
advent of mofor transport, in the shape of
private cars as well as motor huses, the pas-
senger journevs have decreased from about
18 millions for the previous year to ahout
17 millions for last vear. That is a distinct

[ASSEMBLY.]

disadvantage to the Railway Departmoent,
but in spite of it the management have been
able to present a considerably better finan-
cial position than in previons years, The
matter of the decrease of passenger journeys
will have to receive attention, but it ean he
discussed under other headings. Certainly
it is well worthy of consideration by this
Chamber. A portion of the report with
which I desire to deal further is that re-
ferring to the chargzes on various classes of
goods. 1 notice that fertilisers are still be-
ing earried at a little over 14d. per ton per
mile, and also that wheat is still the next
most favourably considered freight. Timber
occupies the highest position in percentaga
of trafic—18.15 as against 17.27 for wheat;
but on loeal timber there is a considerably
higher rale than there is on wheat. It scems
that more special consideration is being given
to one of our primary industries than an-
nther. Those who maintain that our rail-
ways are not what they should be, may refer
to the fact that wheat 18 earrvied at 0.06d.
while timber is charged 2.27d. All the ad-
vantage appears to be with the wheat grow-
ers in that respect. We must realise that
the railways occupy a dual position—firstly
that of a freighting concern which we insist
shall pay its way, and secondly that of an
agent in the fostering of industry. Next I
desire to refer to the Governmment Electricity
Supply.  This big State trading concern,
one of the most important we have, is suf-
fering under a heavy disadvantage owing tfo
its having been badly launched. This faet,
in its turn, is due to the agreement made by
the Government with the Perth City Couneil.
Attention has frequently been drawn to the
matter, but it is a very prominent feature in
the Commissioner’s last report. Turing the
year 44 million units of electricty have been
produced, and of this number the Perth
City Council bave taken nearly half—21
million odd. The difficulty is that whereas
it costs 1.02d. to produce a unif, the Cify
Council under their ngreement pay for their
electricty supply at .76d. per unit.  The
general maonager estimates that if the Perth
City Council paid the actual cost of produec-
lion, and that wonld not be asking too much,
then on the system of hook-keeping the Gov-
ernment Electricity Supply would be a pro-
perly finaneed eoncern, in that there would
he no loss, and from a State point of view
that is all we ask. However, instead of
etting the actual cost of production, 1.02d.,
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the State receives frow the City Council only
%d. per unit.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
ment are you referring to?

Mr. MILLINGTON : The agreement
whereby the Perth City Counecil are eatitled
for 50 years to current at 3id. per unit.

lon. Sir James Mitchell: You know who
made that agreement. 1t was one of your
Ministers.

The Premier: 1 think the chief man con-
cerned was one of your colleagues.

Mr. MILLINGTON: There is such an
assortment of members now on the Opposi-
tion side concerned in the matter, that there

What agree-

will have to be a spreading out of respounsi- .

bility if individuals are to be dealt with.
However, we have to consider the position
as we find it to-day.

Mr. North: It will get worse as time goes
on,
My, MILLINGTON : Of course it will.
The Premier: We are adding to the plant
in order to add to our loss through the City
Council.

My, MILLINGTON: The Perth City
Council ave in a position to demand al! the
current they require. If we were short of
current —and as a matter of fact we have
heen—it means tlat if they notified the
Government of certain requirements, those
reguirements would have to be met even if
we had to curtail the supply of electricity
to the tramway system.  The Perth City
Council have first call. We are under en-
gugement to supply them with all their re-
quirements at cost for another 40 years.
The agreement was made before the war,
and at that time the cost of coal was ds.
per tun, plus 6s. 4d. freight, or a total of
10s. 4d. On that basis the cost of produc-
tion of eleetrieity was estimated at 34d.
per unit. Since then the cost of coal has
gone up to 12s. Gd. per ton at the pit's
mouth, and railway freight. has risen to
12s., making a total of 24s. Gd. per ton
now as against 10s. 4d. at the time tLhe
agreement was made. If this position is
to eontinue for another 40 years, it means
that a biz State trading concern, which
should be run in the interests of the whole
of the people, will he run in the interests
of the City of Perth. We must remember
also that all the power supplied to the
Perth City Council is not used for what
may be termed purely public purposes. The
Perth City Council in their turn have be-
come a trading concern, and the agreement
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weans that private persons and companies
are getting the advantage of this electricity
supply at under cost. If it were merely
the citizens of Perth whe received the
henelit of the concession, it would not be
so bad; but the fact is that a State trading
concern is being starved i order to bolster
up various private trading concerns.

Mr. Mann: Do you suggest repudiating
the agr¢emnent!

Mr. MILGINGTON: 1 expected that. I
guite realise what a terrible word “repudia-
tion” is. 1 presume the Perth City Council
are going to hold the Government to the
agreement for jts full term, placing them-
selves in Lhe position of demanding electrie
enrrent at .75d. even if the cort should go
up to 115d, or 2d.

Mr. Mann: Suppose the cost had gone
down?

Mr. MILLINGTON : Some of us have
oone to sleep on this question. Agreements
made prior to the war took into eonsidera-
tion the conditions then obtaining, and
were all subject to review during the war,
Many of them were actually reviewed.
Had the Government of the day tuken ad-
vantage of war-time conditions and war
emergeney legislation, they counld bave had
this agreement made subject to alteration
on account of changed conditions,

Mr. Mann: The City Couneil closed down
their own works, you know.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes, bt does the
hon. member snggest that for a term of 50
years that obligation to sell at under cost
must be observed?

Mr. Mann: Suppose the cost of produe-
tion had gone down?

Mr. MILLINGTON : There was no danger
of that. Indeed, it is greatlv to the ecredit
of the manazement that eleetrieity can he
produced now at a little over 1d. per unit.
From what T can gather, no agreement of
this kind made recently, or during the war,
or prior fo the war. is without a clanse
stipulating that the terms can be reviewed
in accordance with fluctnations in the price
of coal. which means 60 per cent. of the
cost of produeing eleetricitv. Now I wish
te point out that whereas the City Couneil
have the advantage of an electrieity supply
at ¥d. under cost, the tramways, in which
we are all interested, are in an altocether
different position. This 15 my complaint.
The tramway svstem has shown a slight
profit. £700 odd. for the last vear. During
the previous vear there was a small loss,
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The impression is abroad that the tramway
system is not paying. But whereas the
Perth City Council get their supply of
eleetricity at 14d. under cost, the tramway
system is charged considerably over the
cost. Tley have to make someone pay and
it means that, whereas the City Couneil
van get electricity supplied at .73d., the
trams have to pay more.

Hon. W. D. Johunson: And, in addifion,
the City Council get the agreement over an
area that they should not have got.

Me, MILLUINGTON : Yes. The trams have
to pay 1.37d., or GO per cent. more than the
City Council.

Mr. Mann: Would you prefer to see the
City Council running their own works in
opposition?

Mr. MILLINGTON : The City Couneil
would have no rossible hope of running in
opposition. They were treated very hand-
somely.

Mr, Mann: 1t was not thought at the time
that there was no hope of opnosition.

Mr. MILLINGTON : The City Couneil
are holding ou to their agreement, which is
favourable to them. They farmed out elec-
tric current in a scandalons way until the
fact was pointed out to them, and then
they had to reduce their charges. It wonid
have been more decent on the part of the
City Couneil had they been prepared to
review the agreement for the supply of
electric eurrent. Althongh the Citv Couneil
received those supplies at the rate I have
mentioned, they have not given the con-
sumer the benefit of the cheaper rate. They
have shown themselves capable of sharp
practices in the past.

Mr. Mann: It was not sharp practice.

Mr. Wilson: Yes, it was.

Mr. MILLINGTON : The Government
did not take advantage of the position that
arose to have the agreement reviewed,
owing to the increase in the cost of coal,
freights, and so on. That was not done,
however, and it means that other enstomers
have had to be overcharsed for electric
current. Because the City Council receive
the eurrent at such a cheap rate, the tram-
wayvs have had to pay more than they were
entitled to, and have had to pav a price that
wags ahove the ecost of production.

Mr. Mann: Whieh Government made the
agreement with the City Couneil?

Mr. MILLINGTON: We fixed it up he-
fore you came in. We have a lof of rezpon-
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sibility, but a great deal of the responsibility
is on the Opposition side of the House now
because the agreement was not reviewed
when the opportunity arose.

Mr. Hughes: Did not those now in Oppo-
sition adopt the maker of the agreement?

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes, as a very keen
financier. ‘When we have asked for tram-
way extensions we have not received that
consideration our requisitions justify, even
from the present Government. The trouble
is, they say, that they are afraid the trams
are being superseded by motor buses, and
that on the figures it is just touch and go
whether the tramways will pay. The point
is that the tramway system is being starved
in order to pay more than the actual eost
of electric current. During last year the
current used by the tramways was 8,000,000
odd units at a eust of 1.371. 1lad the actual
cost of production been paid instead of the
inflated priece, it would liave meant that the
trams would have had to pay £10,000 less
and that would have meant, instead of a
profit of £700 this vear, a profit of roughly
£11,000. Tf we could show such a profit in
conueclion with the metropolitan tramways,
we would have a better case when going to
the Government for extensions, and the Gov-
ernment wou'd not be so cautions regarding
the eonstruction of additional lines,

Mr. Taylor: Collie coal is a big item.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes, the price of
coal has gone un considerablv, and we can-
not gef any redress from the member for
Collie (Mr. Wilson).

Mr. Wilson: What about the extra cost
of new machinery?

Mr. MILLINGTON: Regarding tramway
extensions, T have shown that if the tram-
wavs were able to obtain electricity af even
ecost price, a profit of £11,000 odd would be
shown.

Mr. North: Bat has not the price heen re-
duced to the trams?

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes, and they are
now heine charged 1.37d. That is the low-
est price at which the trams ean he provided
with electrie ecurrent.  That is the lowest
heranse someone must pay for someone clse
who is poling on the electricity snnply.

The Premier: The rity couneillors. as fair-
minded men, will acree to release the Gov-
ernment from the contract.

Mr, Mann: What wounld the ratepayers

sav?
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Mr. MILLINGTON: I think the City
Council should be asked fo review the agree-
went. 1 have always found the mayor and
city councillors enthusiastic in regard to
tramway extensions, particularly in regard
to one I am interested in.

Mr. Panton: That does not cost them any-
thing.

Mr. MILLINGTON : I refer to the Cam-
bridge-street extension. The City Council
have some thousand aeres, or more, of en-
dowment lands through which the line would
go, and therefore the construction of that
extension would be all to their advantage. I
believe on one oecasion they offered to fin-
ance the Government if they wouid extend
the line. As the ecity councillors are so
anxious to have the line extended to improve
the value of their property to an untold ex-
tent, I think they shouid be willing to do
business with the Government so that the
supply of electricity would be available at
the ecorreet priee, and make it possible for
extensions to be constructed. The council
shouid be willing to negotiate the terms upon
which such a line should be built.

Mr. Tavlor: They =ay that the line is jus-
tified right through to the beach.

Mr, MILLINGTON: I do not say that
the construction ¢f an extension of the ex-
isting line to the beach is justified. 1 am
more modest and I am advoeating the con-
struction of a shorter length. However,
when we asked fer tramway exiensions we
were told to wait for 12 months or so as
the Government were afraid that the trams
would be superseded by motor buses for
short-distanee  passenger  (ransport. At

that {ime the motor buses were some-
thing in the shape of a novelty, and
were called the poor man’s motor car.

I find, however, that where hus routes
have heen established (e buses are
not nearly so popular now as they were at
the outsct. YWe have a motor bus running
to West Leederville, and the difficulty the
people there find is that those in charge of
the buszes cannot be induced to run to a time
table. If they agzree to a time table they
break awav from it. I can understand what
would hanpen if the Government had under-
taken snch a respensibility.

Mr. Taylor: What service do you get?

Mr. MOOTLEINGTON: It is a dav service
with no hue rinnine on Saturday afternoons
or Sundavs. The night gervice is very in-
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adequate, foo. This difliculty regarding the
motor buses not adhering {o time table ar-
rangemenis has resulted in the people ap-
preciating the faef lhal they cannot place
anv reliance on the service, and the result
has heen that there 1s a continual deman-l
for the extension of framway facilities to
that district. It is well populated, and
should have bad tramway facilities 20 years
ago. For some reason, however, the trams
were not taken there, although other por-
tions of the metropolitan area, where the
papulation is no greater, have been enjoy-
ing the benefits of a (ramway serviee for
over 20 years. After a fair frial with the
motor buses the people in that district are
unamimous in their demand that a tramway
extension shall he constrocted fo their area.
There have heen several inquiries in the
Eastern States rezarding the relative posi-
tions of motor buses and frams; more par-
ticularly does that apply to Melbourne and
Brisbane with reference to short-distance
passenger transport. The deeision arrived
at in Brisbane was that all the evidence went
to show that motor buses cannot supersede
the trams for short-distance passenger trans-
port. The same deeision was arrived al in
Melbourne. There has been a gencral im-
pression, not only in Perth but in
other Australian ecities. that the motor
buses would supersede the trams, but so
far 1t has not been proved that the
motor bus scrviee is as satiafaetory as a
tramway service. As in this State the Gov-
ernment are responsible for the tramway
services, I believe it means that they will
have to do the job thoroughly, or make way
for someone else. Motor buses have received
a fair amount of custom in certain areas
because the tramways have not been ex-
tended. In another part of my electorate
the terminus of the tramway line is in An-
gove-street just off Fitzgerald-street. When
it was decided to terminate the line there
many vears apgo, there was not nearly the
population we find there to-day. I have had
the Minister, the Commissioner of Railways,
the manager of the Tramway Department,
and other officials at that terminus, and all
agree that it is ridiculous to have the ter-
minus at that point when the distriet is
thickly populated for at least half a mile
further on. As that tramline has not been
extended, a motor bus service has been in-
stalled and the frams have been robhed of a
lot of traffic. I believe the Government will
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be forced into estending the iramways where
Justilied. The saine thing applies to the Wal-
cott-street extension. That part of the met-
ropolitan area has gone ahead more during
the last ten years than any other part. I
believe that the extension must be made buf
there is no way of compelling the Govern-
ment to do it. Now that a trial has been
made and it has been shown that the motor
huses are not as satisfactory as the tramways,
in that they de not give the same perman-
ency, the time has come when the Govern-
ment should seriously take into consideration
the guestion of tramway extensions in the
metropolitan area. The justification is as
plain in other metropolilan arcas, and mem-
bers represenling those distriets can speak
to the question for themselves. When we
took our last deputation to the Minister for
Ratlways we pressed the point that we de-
sired a declaration from the Government that
they would agree to earry out all necessary
extensions within the metropolitan area.
Mr. Mann: You will get that next year.

Mr. MILLINGTON : We are not selfish or
parochial and therefore it is for the Govern-
ment to deeide on the necessary tramway
extensions to be earried out in the metro-
politan area. If that were done, the first line
to be built wonld be the Cambridge-street
extension, the most necessnry line in the
metropolitan area. The people in that dis-
triet are going to keep on hammering away
at their project, and the Government will
have no peace until they grant the request.
Every man, woman and child in the district
is in favour of that tramway extension, so
they are a perfectly united party on the
question, In the Speech ave many things
that have been attended tv during the re-
cess. The only question of importance
omitted is that of tramway extension, of
which there is not one word in the Speech.
That, of course, makes it necessary that we
should continue to bammer away until we
get onr requirements attended to. It must
be remembered that the metropolitan area
is materially increasing in population. When,
18 months ago, I was elected to the House,
the numbers on the Leederville voll were
9,000 odd; to-day they have increased to
11,400. So, too, in the Canning electorate,
the numbers on the roll at the last election
were 10,000 odd, whereas to-day they stand
at 13,500. The member for Canning (Mr.
Clydesdale) also is asking for tramway ex-
tension. Where the population is inereasing
at that rate, the facilities for transport must

also be increased, and the Government will
have to sit up and take notice of the
growing needs of the

inereasing  popu-
laiion in the metroolitan area. I am
particularly interested alsv in the re-

port of the Royal Commission appointed to
inquire into the metropolitan milk supply.
That Commission went about their work as-
siduously, and produced a report that is a
credit to them, dealing most exhaustively
with the practical, commereial, and scientific
view points of the question. In the past
we have talked by and large ahout the man-
ner in which the milk producer was handi-
capped, and we have instanced the ineffie--
iency of the distribution and called attention
to the depot-keeper. The Commission have
now set out exactly what each of these three
factors receive from the industry. The Com-
mission point out that at present the price
of milk in the metropolitan area averages 2s,
10d. per galion, although many customers
are charged 3s. At the time the Food Prices
Commission were sitting, it was laid down
ihat a fair price for the milk producer was
either 1s. 7v4d. or 1s. 8%%4d. I should like to
thimk the producer was getting that amount.
As a matter of fact the evidenee before the
Milk Commission shows that he is getting
from 1s 2d. to ls. 5%d., and that it costs
as much as 1s. 2d. for the feed necessary to
produce a gallon of milk. One of my friends
in the industry told me the other day that
he had great difficulty in getting 1ls. per
gallon for his surplus milk. This matter has
been discussed for years, and a great deal
has been said about encouraging the primary
producers. At present we are supposed to
he doing our utimest to establisl; the dairving
industry. This report of the Roval Com-
misston is dealing with the dairving in-
dustry, and it shows definitely that the
producer is nol getting a fair return. The
report 1s based on evidence taken from the
principal producers and distributors, and
from Mr. R. 5. Sampson, M.L.A.

Mr. Taylor: What does he koow about
it?

Mr. MILLINGTON: T{ seems to me he
knows something about everything.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Therefore he
is a very suitable man to be in Parliament.

Mr. MILLINGTON: One could tell the
¢lass of witnesses the Commision had, by
their putting Mr. Sampson, M.I.A., last on
the list.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Did they ecall
vou?
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Mr. MILLINGTON: No, they overlooked
me. The fact remains that this Commission
went about their work very thoroughly.
They show that a fair price for the producer
would be 1s. 7l4d. per gallon, and that to
the depot-keeper a fair return would be
1%d. per gallon, and that the distributor
is getting ls. 3d. per gallon. So it is the
distributor who is getting the best of the
deal. The Commission point ont that the
unorganised producers and the unorganised
consumers have no chance against the or-
ganised distributors.

Mr. Taylor: The producer gets Is., and
the others 1s. 10d.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The producer gets
less than 1s. and is not able to sell the whole
of his product, the surplus being left on his
hands. ‘The Commission put up the pro-
position for the establishment and finaneing
of a central depot. The time has come when
an organisation of produrers will have to he
formed; otherwise it is useless to talk ahout
establishing the dairying industry in
Western Australia, for we will not sue-
ceed in induecing anvone 1o engage in
a sweated industry at the merey of
the middlemen and distributors. The
Commission have drafted a feasible scheme
for a central depot run by a board
representative of all parties concerned.
That scheme provides for com» enszation for
those driven out of the busine:ss of distribu-
tion. T am not going into that, because the
producers I- represent are not favourable to
ift. Recently they have been forced to organ-
ise, and have formed a dairy nroducers’ com-
rany. About 90 per cent. of the producers
have taken shares in the company, their
abjeet being to control, not only the
production, but also the distribution and
the receiving depot. Already they have
secured a site on  which to build a
factory, and thev say that in addition
to treating their own milk they will
be able to deal with the milk from the Peel
Estate and adjacent disiriets cngaged in the
dairying industry. T do not know what
view the Government take of the Commis-
sion’s report and recommendations, hut I can
say that the produeers, having organised, are
anxious that their co-operative company
should be given a fair run. The Westralian
Farmers have made the advice of their ex-
perts available to the company, and have also
in a measure, extended to it their financial
backing. In view of this, I should say the
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newly formed company is bound to make
good.

Mr. Panton: 1i is to be hoped they will
not have half 2 dozen carts distributing in
one streef, as at present.

Mr. MILLINGTON: A deiry farm with
30 cows and all equipment would entail a
capital outlay of at least £2,000. The evi-
dence given before the Commission shows
that the men running such farms at
Osborne Park are not even making wages,
despite all that outlay. Then it is shown,
on the other hand, that milk rounds have
been purchased at a price of £10 per
gallon. If they ean show that 20 gallons
are distributed they charge £10 a gallon
for that.

Mr. Taylor: That is selling their good-
will.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes. Thev had it
cut up in such a ridiculons fashfon that the
Commission presented a table which shows
the amount of running about that is done.
We speak of milk and bread ecarts passing
the door, but the Commission brought
it down to a definite figure, The secretary
followed the carts on the round in a motor
ear, and he has all the matter tabulated.
In one mstance of a round of 115 gallons,
the numher of streets over which it was
distributed was 248, and the number of
customers 363, This means that in some
instances there is not more than one
customer in a street. The carts must
he ooing by dozens of houses and leav-
ing half a pint herc and there. Having or-
ganised the round in this manner they now
demand as compensation, if this proposilion
is put into operation, £10 per gallon. This
wounld be of no use to the scheme if they
were organising the distribution. In any
eage the matter has reached such a pass that
the producers themselves are organising.
Thev will arrange for a eeniral depot for
the proper treatment of milk, and for the
block system of distribution. Considering
that the producers have first to he con-
sidered —their existence depends nupon
hetter orranisation—I  hope that every
encouragement will be given to them. I
refer |artienlarly to the producers in the
Osborne distriet, but would also include
the greater metropolitan distriets. - They
are all endeavouring to overcome this
diffienlty, which is at present ecrippling
their industry. Another matter of in-
terest is that of the development of the
Herdsman’s Taake scheme. I understand this
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has been handed from the Driinage Depart-
ment to the Lands Department, and that it
will now be the business of the latter to cut
up the land into biocks suilable for settle-
ment. I bave been in touch with residents
who have had 20 years and more experience
of Lake country, and of the industries suit-
able to such couniry. They say it will be
necessary if this settlement is to be a suc-
cess, that each holder shounld live on the pro-
perty he 15 working. [ helieve there was an
idea of placing the people in a sort of settle-
ment, and that they would Lave to walk in
some inslances a mile or a iwile and a half
to their work, The residents point out that
in market gardening it is essential that the
settlers should live on their holdings. They,
therefore, desire to consult with the Minister
and his officers before the surveying is car-
ried out so that some of the kigh land sur-
rounding the lake may be attached to each
block, in other words, that the distviet way
be sorveyed in strips.

The 1’remier: Land would have to be re-
purchased to achieve that object.

Mr. MILLINGTON: That is so. To a
great extent the high land is included in the
land that is resumed.

Mr. "Maylor: There s a large acreage
there.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Yes. I have every
confidence in the officers eontrolling the de-
partment, but I think a good many mistakes
could be avoided if they would consult with
these residents and get the benefit of their
experience. I believe this wonld lead to the
suecessful development of market gardening
and dairying in that district. I commend the
Government for their reference in the Speech
to the metropolitan water sepply. At one
fime this was a question of paramount im-
portance, but owing to the muanner in which
the job has been lackled by the Mimsler and
his depariment, we now find there is very
little cause for eomplaint. This is fortunate
for members representing metrepolitan eou-
stituencies. The matter has heen tackled in
such a way that during the past summer
very few complaints were made.

Mr. Taylor: The water was verv dis-
eoloured in Leederville last week; it was as
bad as ever.

Mr. MILLINGTON : Thore i:as been very
little dissatisfaction.

Mr. Tayior:
oW,

Mr. MILLINGTON: TIn order to keep
pace with the growing needs of the metro-

It is no oo0d complaining
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politan area it will be necessary that the
schemes now in hand should be proceeded
with as speedily as possible. 1t does not
take long for a growingz population to
outgrow its water supply. We must, how-
ever, commend the Government for what they
have done. The report of the Royal Com-

mission on group setflewent has given rise

to n good deal of discussion, but [ under-
stand an opportunity will be afforded mem-
Lors of goiny more fully into the question at
4 later stage. It should be gone into, con-
sideving the iinportance of the subject, and
the volume ol evidence that has been ad-
duced. T always felt that the inquiry was
justified, and failed to see why even those
who solidly supported the scheme objected
to the investization, We must all admit
that the group settlemment scheme was an ex-
periment, and that there were many difli-
culties in the way of organisation. Those
who took exception to the inquiry now say
that the report shows it was not needed. In
my opinion both the majority and the min-
ority reports demonstrate that it was com-
pletely justified. The evidence should prove
of the greatest value to those who have to
administer this scheme. The report also
contains most valuable informatién. I have
pleasure in supporting the motign.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) {540]: I
congratulate the member for Forrest (Miss
Holman) upon her election, though T regret
tle circumstances that led nwp to her standing
for the seat.  We know that the timber
workers, many of whom are in my electorate,
have a great champion in their lady member.
[ was impressed by her remarks, and by the
black pitlure she painled of the lives and
condilions of hush workers. I do not know
whether someone had been “pulling ber leg,”
or whether it was that she was having her
first experience of bush camps, Those of
us who have been in the back country know
these camps, and are aware that they are
cslallished only for temporary oceupation
in the one place. The iron is taken off the
cheds, (he camps are rve-erecled elsewhere,
and that is probably how the G3 boles came
to be found in the iron covering one of those
camps. We have also seen places where the
floor bhoards are mueh more than an ineh
apart, and where the wind does more than
mevely whiztle around one's ankles. The un-
employment at present esisting in the State
has been bhrought under the nalice af the



