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The Minister for Works: The loeal au-
thorities have mever made any request for
that,

Mr, COVERLEY : That does not make it
wrong that the request shounld now he made.
The road boards are there to colleet as much
in rates and taxes as they can, but it is not
right to impose those taxes on peopic ~it-
nated along the coast between Derbvy and
Wyndham. There are many people up
there, pastoralists, who seldom use any road,
and settlers who are growing peanuts along
the coast and never touch a road at all, but
go by lugger to Broome. As a matter of
fact, there are no roads to their properties.
Yet one of them, Mr. Merry, pays road
board rates to the Wvndham Road Board,
while the only port at which he does bus-
iness is Broome. Why he should have to
pay road rates and health rates to the Wynd-
ham Road Board is bevond my understand-
ing. Tt is little wonder that no road hoard
has applied to the Minister for permission
to grant exemption from taxation, because
that would mean a loss of revenue to the
board.

Mr. Marshall: Thev are not likely to ack
the Minister, but it is our job to see thal
it is done.

Mr. COVERLEY : I guarantee thev wonld
not.

The Minister for Works: The road hoards
have just held a conference.

Mr. COVERLEY: But what representa-
tion would Wyndham have there?

Mr. Marshall: The Act should be amendec
to give the ratepavers some sav.

Mr. COVERLEY : I have perused the r:-
port of the Royal Commission on pleuro-
pneumonia. I understand the position fairly
well and I have disenssed the matter wtih
the Minister controlling the department. On
the evidence taken by the Royal Commis-
sion T must support the Minister's restric-
tions so far as thex have gone, but I would
like the Minister to give some indication
of what the deparfment intend to do to
assist the people who are beinz severely
hampered by the restrictions. 1 do not
suppose the department intend to impose
such restrictions without offering some
alternative. Js anvthing being done to
assist the people to overcome the difficul-
tiesties by which they are beset? On hehalf
of the people of the North I wish to thank
the Minister for Lands for having visited
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that part of the State and for the considera-
tion he has given us sinee his visit. The
people in those outback districts ean get no
redress for their grievances. They have
received such little attention, particularly
from the present (Government, that they ap-
preciate the visits of the Minister for Lands
and the Chief Secretary.

Mr. Raphael: They had a good holiday
out of it.

Mr, COVERLEY: I appeal to the Minis-
ter for Lands to use his influence with the
Premier and his colleagues to secure a re-
alloecation of the money to be expended and
earmark a few thousand pounds for water

supplies and other necessary works in the
North,

MR. RAPHAEL (Vicforia Park) [5.18]:
I should like all members of this House to
range themselves behind the Labour Party
in protesting against the attack by the Fed-
eral Government on old age pensions. It
behoves the people of Western Australia and
of Australia to voice the strongest possible
protest against this degrading attempt by
the Federal Government, led by the Labour
rat, Lyons, to rob the old people—people
who cannot defend themselves—of the few
paltry shillings granted them by way of
pensions. Many things have been done by
the present so-called Nationalist Govern-
ment, but this is the worst thing they could
have done. I am opposed to any reduction
of salaries or emoluments, because I am
firmly of opinion that action of that kind
will not get the eountry out of its difficulties.
The Federal Government are going to rob
the old men and women of 14 per cent. of
the amount allotied to them, and while they
talk a lot about equality of sacrifice, they
are zoing to reduce their own allowances by
only five per cent. This is a filthy act on the
part of the Federal Government and I hope
it will rebound on the head of the man who
suggested it. The Yederal Government also
propose the aholition of the gold bonus. I
am with my leader in objecting to the grab-
bing propensities of the Commonwezalth. If
that sort of thing is going to continue and
if there 1s going to be no redress, the sooner
we get out of Federation, the better. I am
not a seecessionist, hut I am satisfied that
Western Australia is not getting the fajr
deal to which it is entitled. The gold bonus
has been in operation for only a short period
and the suggestion that it should be cut out,
while the sugar ramp, the greatest disgrace
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ever perpetfrated, continues, should evoke the
strongest possible protest. My electorate,
though small in area, has quality to com-
mend it. Its wants are few, but they have
been unheeded by the Government., The
Minister for Works has evidently realised
the mistake he made on taking office in stop-
ping the reclamation works at the Causeway.
The great scheme initiated by the member
for South Fremantle in conjunction with
Mr, Stileman, wonld have been of mmmense
benefit, not only to Victoria Park, but to the
whole State. The widening of the Causeway
would have provided efficient means of in-
gress to and egress from the city. We are
frequently reminded that times are bad, but
the Minister could have curtailed expendi-
ture and continued operations on a smaller
scale, instead of wasting the money already
spent by stopping the work. I am of opinion
that the Minister did not appreciate the need
for a new causeway. I cannot understand
why the Perth City Council, who were con-
tributing £1,000 a year to the scheme, should
have been told to keep their money. Evi-
dently the Minister took the view that be-
cause the Labour Party had started the work,
he would finish it and finish it quickly. The
delay by the Government in extending the
Victoria Park tramline has been the cause of
many accidents. Alimisters, both Labour and
Nationalist, have admitied to deputations
for years past that not only considerations
of safety, but the needs of the people de-
manded that the line should be extended.
The opportunity for undertaking the exten-
sion was never more favourable. The Gov-
ernment have labour to burn. Al that they
would have to provide are the rails, and I
feel sure that they could find the money for
that purpose. The member for Williams-
Narrogin (Mr. Doney) gave the House the
other night his remedy for our diffienlties. I
understood him to say that if we allowed
the goods required bv the cockies to he im-
ported duty free, and if we capitalised their
linhilities, we would be taking a long step
towards overcoming our difficnlties. I ex-
pected the hon. memher to suggest also a
revaluation of workers’ homes and a eapital-
isation of their liabilities. If concessions of
the kind are given to one section of the com-
munity, they should be given to other sec-
tions. If .the hon. member had suggested a
writing down of the workers’ liabilities, as
well as of the farmers’ liabilities, his remarks
would have contained some sense and would
have Manifested sincerity. Last year the
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Government remitted the payment of land
tax by farmers, but at the same time they
have played a little trick on workers by re-
valuing their land. During the last three
months the unimproved value of land in Vie-
toria Park has been inereased 100 per cent.

The Minister for Lands: Too many sales
have been effected.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Praetically no sales of
Jand have been effected during the last 12
months. If any sales have taken place,
prices have shown a drop of 50 per cent.
It is quite wrong for the Government to
increase valuations by 100 per cent. in times
like the present. We are told that the land
had not heen revained for seven years, but
the wvalzations on which people are being
taxed represent those of peak years. Peo-
ple should not be burdened with higher tax-
ation of this kind in such a eritieal time. [
appreciafe that Country Pavty members pro-
hably dominated the Government and in-
sisted on the abolition of the land tax paid
by farmers, but the tax has now been tacked
on to the workers, who have fo pay the
piper. I wish to bring under the notice of
the Minister for Works an instance of
negleet by one of his departments. Recently
I asked him a gunestion regarding the appli-
cation of the factories lepislation to certain
farniture and woodwork factories in the
metropolitan area. One of those establish-
ments is located practically opposite my
place of business, and I can say that the
Act is not being administered by the officials
as it should be. The workmen are almost
choked with dust, but the factories inspec-
tors, in making their visits, simply go nto
the office, talk to the boss for five minutes,
and then are satisfied that the men are get-
ting a fair deal. Seeing that I brought the
matter under the notice of the Minister by
way of a question in the House, he should
have ensured that the inspectors did their
duty and administered the Aet. I hope that
it will not be necessary to reiterate my com-
plaint, but that the Minister will attend to
the job he is paid to do. T wish to say 4
few words in support of the remarks by the
member for Leederville (3Mr. Panton). Tt
it not often that he brings forward anything
with which [ agree. I wish to refer to the
despicable action of a eity councillor in
spending money made available through thke
Lord Mayor's Fund to further his own poli-
tical aims and gains.

Mr. Patrick: We have had all that.
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Mr, RAPHAEL: The hon. member ean
now have some more. The ex-Lord Mayor
of Perth formed these different committees,
and stipulated that only coumeillors should
receive the money for distribution amongst
the relief committees. The particular coun-
cillor referred to by the member for Leeder-
ville has been procuring money from the
fund, and expending it to further his own
ends. I hope the Minister in charge of un-
employment will bear in mind the complaint
that has been made, and will use such in-
fiuence as he bas to bring about co-ordina-
tion between the Government department
concerned and these relief commitiees.

The Minister for Lands: You got your re-
lief money to spend.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T am supporting the
remarks of the member for Leederville,

The Minister for Lands: What are vou
going to do about yours?

Alr. RAPHAEL: Ours is all righi. T
hope the Minister will see whether something
can be done to put the Leederville relief
committee on a proper basis,

The Minister for Lands: T will ask him to
start with the Victoria Park committee.

Mr. RAPHAEL: That is quite in order.

The Minister for Lands: Only Leederville
18 wrong,

Mr. RAPHAEL: I should like to refer
to an oversizht on the part of the Minister
for Health and to his lack of kindness of
heart. The Lahour Government, realising
that there were many children whose parents
were in indigent circumstances and c¢ould not
afford to have their youngsters’ teeth attended
to by private dentists, decided to start a
dental ¢linie, and by that means make people
understand that teeth eonstituted one of the
main caunses of ill-health in children. 1In
pursuance of that wlea they created a dental
clinic to provide for the care of children’s
teeth. In 1928 the Government began this
work by appointing a dental practitioner,
and two vears later two more dentists werc
added to the ¢linic. During the three

vears that the present Government
have been in office, nothing whatever
has heen done to further this very

necessary undertaking.  The three dentists
wha are now on the staff have the teeth of
thousands of State school children to attend
to, and also attend orphanages, the Old

Men’s Home, the Hospital fer Insane, and.

How can they possibly
The

other institutions.
he expested to cover so much ground?
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Minister should at once create additional
members to the dental staff.

The Mimster for Lands: I eannot create
them.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister could not
create anything. His mind would not allow
him to do so, I hope, however, he will em-
ploy other dentists so that this work may
cover a more comprehensive sphere.

The Minister for Lands: That 1s better.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Children between the
ares of six and eight are ut present treated
free. Teeth do not usually finish erupting
until a child is 11 or 12 years of age, and
sometimes the teeth are nof through until
the child reaches the age of 13 vears, [
hope the Government will realise the serious-
ness of the position, and will give special
attention to the matter at an early date. The
Dental Act has not been amended for ten
vears. I hope in the near future some effort
will be made to remove the anomalies that
exist in 1t. In order to practice, dentists
are forced to pay £2 2s. a year as registra-
tion fee. If a man has not paid this money
to the Dental Board by the 31st Jannary in
each vear, he is wiped off the list as a regis-
tered praetitioner. A man can be fined so
much for each month his payment is over-
due, and the total amount of the fine may
run into a considerable sam, The hoard have
a credit halance of over £1,400. If this
money were being used for some useful pur-
pose, such as to subsidise the Dental Hos-
pital, I should have no objection to the ac-
cumulation of this fund, but it is wrong that
all that money should be allowed to lie idle
when so mneh requires to he done. T he-
lieve the Dental Hospital 1s doing good work,
but the Government have interfered with it
by reducing the amount of the subsidy.

The Minister for Lands: Now then, yvou
had hetter be eareful.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The subsidy was cut
down by 20 per cent. when the Financial
Emergency Act came info foree.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Who put the Act into
operation?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The present Govern-
ment. I have been told that it was the At-
lorney General’s Act. The Government were
granting a subsidy of £900 a year, but aec-
cording to newspaper reports they found
it necessary to reduce the emoluments that
were being paid. and the institution accord-
ingly suffered the 20 per cent. reduction.
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No doubt many institutions exist which
should he assisted by the State, hut this
particular one is the most important and
one most deserving of support.

The Minister for Lands: Are you speak-
ing on its behalf this afternoon?

Mr, RAPHAEL: I cannot help it if the
Minister’s mentality will not allow him to
understand on whose hehalf I am speaking.
Many people cannot afford to pay for dental
attention. Owing to the lack of funds, the
Dental Hospital now has to charge more
than the patients can afford to pay. It is
wrong to cut down the subsidy and deprive
people of the help they should be geiting.
[ wish also to refer to what I would eall the
Ottawa farce. We on this side of the House
appreciate the good work that was done in
some instances by the Scullin Government.
We know that the adverse trade balance of
£32,000,000 was within a short time con-
verted into a favourable halance of
£30,000,000. This was a gigantic effort on
the part of the Scullin Administration, and
worthy of our commendation. [t was the
Bruce Administration that puot us in ouvr
present position, through over-borrowing and
unwise expenditure. We are now told that
Mr. Bruece, who got us into this terrible mess,
will get us out of it again. We hear that
Australia is going to reeecive a preference of
3d. a bushel on wheat. What price shall
we have to pay for that? If Russia resumes
her dumping tactics, what shall we get out
of it? What is this small preference going
to cost us in the matter of our trade bal-
ance? T wish to say a little with regard to
the Frankland River dispute, and the rotten
deal the Government have meted out to the
meen. I first got into touch with these work-
ers at a deputation which came to this
House, with a view to secing whether the
conditions could not he altered at Frankland
River and Mt. Barker. Unfortunately, there
is no Cabinet Minister controlling wunem-
ployment only. If our:wishes had heen
eranted, and a Minister appointed to deal
with unemployment, men would not be beg-
ging for food to-day. When the men first
went to the job, they were offered £2 a
week for elearing. After a certain amount
of agitation on their part, the officers in
control decided that £2 was not sufficient,
and they raised the figure fo £6 10s. an
aere. Some of the men who went to this
job could not have made a living if the rate
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had been £60 an acre. I wish to quote the
case of a returned Tmperial soldier. His
shoulder had been shattered, his jaw had
been shattered, he suffered from malaria,
and had to walk 47 miles in sandshoes. He
was no more fit to ¢lear eountry than he
was to chop firewood. To send a man of
that type down there and tell him he has
to earn the money that the Government de-
cide to pay, or starve, is something damn-
able, That man was no more fit to do work
of the kind that was expected of him than
perbaps the Minister himself. As a matter
of fact it would have done the Minister a
lot of good to change places with that man
for a week or two. The Minister would
then have appreciated what the men of
Frankland River were going through. The
price charged the men down there for food
is much above ecity rates,

The Minister for Lands:
cost them per week?

My, RAPHAEL: I will quote a few
prices. KEggs, 1s. 3d. a dozen.

My. Sampson: That’s cheap.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Cheap all right for
the hon, member who receives £10 16s. a
week but not cheap for men getting 25s. a
week. DBread, 4d. a loaf: we pay 3d. for it
here.

The Minister for Lands:

Mr., RAPHAEL:
sort; I pay 3d.

The Minister for Lands: Mi. Barker
is recognised as one of the cheapest places
in the State in which fo live.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Then the Minister
thinks that by sending these men away he
is actually sending them to where they
will be on a good wicket. The men had to
buy food under rotten conditions.

The Minister for Lands: Let us have
some more of the prices that they had to
pay.
Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister can go
through the whole list if he likes; I have
the list here. Cheese, 1s. a lb. How much
do we pay for it in Perth?

The Minister for Lands: Not less than
that.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Minister’s men-
tality is low to-day; he is trying to be
witty at the expense of the downtrodden,
Those men got into communication with
the Minister, and he did not have the cour-
tesy te reply to their telegzram. If he had
adopted the right attitude and got into

What does it

You pay 4d.
I do nothing of the
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touch with the men, they would not be in the
city streets to-dav begging for food. The
Government have not the people behind
them in their attitude towards the unem-
ployed. I have been in touch with many
of these unfortunate men, and I have been
to two of their meetings, and I can de-
finitely sav that they are not heing led by
Communists, It is the men themselves who
are fighting for a livelihood. They are
men who fought for their country, and
they would be poor old things if they did
not fight for betier conditions than those
offered by the Government. There is not
much more that T wani to say.-

The Minister for Agriculture:
not much that you have said.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T have said more than
the Minister has ever said in this House—
the most silent Minister we have had or
ever will have here. I appreciate what the
Attorney General has done for the schon)
at Victoria Park, and | thank huon.

The Minister for Lands: You did not
say that when speaking on the Supply
Bill.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Since that debate the
Minister has actually done what he had
promised to do.

The Minister for Lands: As a matter
of fact tenders were being called when von
were speaking on the Supply Bili.

Mr. Marshall: Who s
speech?

M. RAPHAEL: [ thank the Attorney
General, and T hope the Minister for Health
will do his share by acceding to the reqnest
for dental aitention at the same school.

There is

making this

MR. MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn}
[5.53]: This, the second and final sessiun
of the fourteenth Parliament, 1s stripped
for action. There is a restiveness on the
part of Ministers who are not prepared tc
give any information in reply to eriticism
levelled at them. They have heen let off
lightly during the past year or two, but
during the present session they cannot ex-
pect to escape the criticism that they de-
serve. Personally I was not clected as an
apologist for the Government, and T do not
intend to congratulate them on their remiss.
ness. It is the business of the Opposition,
when the Government are remiss, to eall
attention to the faet. Consegquently during
the present session we shall only be doing
onr duty to the country if we direct atien-

tion to their neglect in many dirvections.
There appears to be an idea at the back o
the minds of some members of the Govern-
ment thal we are criticising them as indi-
viduals and not as Ministers. I might quote
a suifable illustration by a tradesman who
sald, “Tell a man he is a good fellow pe:-
sonally, hut that if he were a had tradesman
he would met the sack all the same.” We
can say to the Government, “We have no-
fhing agninst the Ministers as individuals;
our eomplaint is that they arve had trades-
men, that they have not done the job they
have undertaken.” All (he criticism that
has been offered in respect of the promises
the Government made has met with the reply,
“What would you have done?’  That is
rather a negative attifude to he adopted by
ten who have undertaken a job and who
themselves set the terms of the contraet.
The Government made a promise to the
people of the State and immediately we en-
deavour to hold them to that promise they
consider it a complete veply when they say
“What did you do in 1929?” I{ seems to
tne that the opinions of the Minister for
Railways have permeated those of all his
colleagues. As far back as 1911, when he
was Premier, and the late Frank Wilson
offered some criticism of the then Leader of
the Government, Mr. Scaddan’s complete
reply was, “What did vou do in 196777 He
did not then attempt to justify his position,
and to-day when his attention is ealled to
the laxity of the present Government in ra-
spect of a particular question, we get the
reply, “Why did you not do it in 1920%”
The answer to that is that the conditions to-
day are entirely different from what they
were hefore the present Government toou
office, and what was quite a permissible
policy, that would then have heen approved
by the people of the State, will certainly not
apply in this year, 1932, With respect to
promises, the Government have eiven us a
good lead. Tf seems to me that if you make
promises that it iz possible to carry out, the
people will hold you to them, and all that
the Government have to do when facing the
country is to make promises that are in-
capable of being carried out and then when
challenged merely point out that it was im-
possible to tullil them. The record of pro-
mises of employment is so ridiculous that
the (Government do not even remember the
definitc promises they made. With regard
to the Governor’s Speech, we find at the tail
end of it what appears to he a speculative



