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INTRODUCTION
This is an interview with George Jeffery for the Parliamentary
History Project and the Battye Library Oral History Unit. It was
conducted by Arthur Tonkin on 17 March, 1988 and there are two
tapes.
George Jeffery was born in South Australia in 1920, and after
completing a Junior Certificate at Perth Boys High School, joined
the Police Department as an office boy in 1935. He was then a
police cadet until 1938 when he became an apprentice chemical
plumber with Cresco Fertilisers. After brief service in the Army
during the War, he was manpowered to return to Cresco where he
later became a journeyman. Active on the executive of the
Plumbers Union, George Jeffery became a member of the State
Executive of the ALP in 1945, and President of the Midland
District Council from 1952.
In 1956, George Jeffery was elected to the Parliament of Western
Australia for the Suburban Province of the Legislative Council.
He was defeated in 1962.
George Jeffery viewed his years in the Parliament with mixed
feelings. He felt electoral reform was needed and whilst there
had been positive aspects to the experience, it had proved a
disruption to his working life and had adversely affected his
relationship with some people.

/

•

__

.1
•

•j.

•

low,

I..--

I

,

VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT
TAPE ONE SIDE ONE
This is an interview with George Jeffery on the
AT
17th of March 1988. George, would you like to tell me your full
name and your date of birth, please?
Yes. George Edward Jeffery, born on the 5th of
JEFFERY
September 1920 at Tumby Bay in South Australia, about thirty
mile north of Port Lincoln.
Thanks, and your mother's name?

AT

Mary Dora Jeffery, nee Fife, and my father was
JEFFERY
Charles Victor Jeffery. His father was the harbourmaster at
Victor Harbour in South Australia, famous seafaring family in
South Australia.
AT

And do you have any brothers or sisters?

JEFFERY
Yes, one brother who's deceased, Ivan, who died
five years ago.
AT

Was he older or younger?

JEFFERY
Younger, five years younger. [It] was one of those
tragic things; he'd had a major heart surgery and five years
afterwards he picked up a virus and the only thing that could
have cured him was penicillin, and the only thing he was
allergic to was penicillin, therefore he died which was sad,
tragic. And one sister, married to a chap called Arthur
Loughton
they live in Queensland. He's fairly well known as
an artist over there. He's retired now, of course. That's the
family.
-

AT

Where did you go to school?

JEFFERY
Well, I started one year in Tumby Bay in South
JEFFERY
Australia. Then we came back to Western Australia where my
mother had lived, as a child and a young woman. We came back
here and I then went to Mount Hawthorn Primary School in the
days of Louis A.A. Lutz, famous old educator, magnificent man.
AT

He was the headmaster, was he?

JEFFERY
Yes. Then I went to Plympton School in Fremantle.
My father opened Woolworths Bulk Store in Fremantle about 1930,
I think it was 1930. Then back to Mount Hawthorn and from there
to Perth Boys, later on Perth Technical College.
AT

How many years did you go to Perth Boys?

JEFFERY

Three.

AT

Three years. Do you remember any teachers there?

JEFFERY

Oh yes. I had the best and I'm not being smart
when I say that. Tommy Chandler headmaster; Ted Huck was the
deputy; Bill Skipworth was my class teacher in seventh; Jock
Campbell in eight, who ended up in the art dept; and
in ninth
Bill Potts. And Ted Huck but he was transferred. Ted Huck
mainly; but there were a couple of Potts there at Perth Boys.
There was Pud Stallwood. You take the sort of blokes they had;
Pud Staliwood; Dettman, [who] ended up Director of Education;
Tinny McKail; Roy Grace, the crippled one; the ginger headed
Grace; a bloke called Turnbull. A fellow was in the paper the
other day, Gerry Appleton, was it? Used to be the State
champion sprinter. He was in the paper the other day. He was
eighty years of age and he retired as principal of Narrogin. We
had the greatest staff of any school in Australia, I'd say, you
know, for a Government school.
-

AT

So you left there about the age of fifteen?

JEFFERY

Yes.
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JEFFERY
AT

And you mentioned technical school?

Well, I didn't go straight to tech, no. I went in
JEFFERY
the Police Department as an office boy. I was a bloody fool
really, but we're looking back in retrospect now. You always
when you're fifteen and the world's an oyster. I went to work

-

in the Police Department and I was there about a year when they
brought in the police cadet system which they now.
AT

So you became a cadet?

JEFFERY

Yes.

AT

And how long were you a cadet?

JEFFERY
office.

Well, till July 1938. I was in the Commissioner's

AT

What age would you have been?

JEFFERY

When I left I would have been approaching eighteen,

because I would have been eighteen in September. And the reason
I left [was] because the money wasn't good enough, and with the
death of my father two years before economics just didn't allow
me to carry on, because there were no grand schemes then for
widows with families. It was a very tough world to live in and
my mother did everything that you could think of in the way of
washing. Boarders; some who paid were magnificent people and a
couple the less said the better. Horrific memories of some of
them. And then of course I had the opportunity, thanks to a
very good neighbour, to join Cresco Fertilisers which I did, and
I took on an apprenticeship. As late as it was I took on an
apprenticeship and they were more than generous. They paid me
much more than they had to and I worked hard to justify it and I
was apprenticed there.
The war came along and I joined the 13th Field Coy Engineers,
which was commanded by Major Steffanoni, whose sister is Lady
Court, the ex-Premier's wife. In 1943, be about April '43, they

JEFFERY
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manpowered me and sent me back to work as Cresco were
manufacturers of fertiliser, of course. So I went back,
completed my apprenticeship and stayed there as a journeyman.
And it was in 1943, when I think these were the things that
conditioned my thinking at the time, I'm sure they did, that a
bloke called F.R. Lee stood against John Curtin. It makes me a
little bit cynical now. John Curtin, with his magnificent
record, who overcame all his personal problems, ended up a
wartime Prime Minister, a magnificent man. To think that even
in 1943 after the Japs had taken Singapore and probably at the
worst stage of the war, that a bloke comes to Perth who's
completely unknown, or almost completely unknown, called F.R.
Lee, and on the promise of chocolates and silk stockings which
were in short supply because of the war, he nearly beat the
Prime Minister for his seat of Fremantle, and I've always
retained probably a cynical approach to the press and that as a
result of it. But any rates, I became active and that time
-

AT

You mean active in the party?

JEFFERY
Yes. Well actually, the industrial side, the
Plumbers Union. I was an apprentice and I ended up on the
executive of the Plumbers Union because, frankly, I think at
that time with a war on it was hard to get men who were prepared
to go out at night, having worked all day, to union executive
meetings and that.
AT

Were you an apprentice plumber at Cresco?

JEFFERY

Chemical plumber, yes, apprentice chemical plumber,
which is lead burner, a higher grade actually. Any rate, so I
became a delegate to the Midland District Council of the ALP and
served there in the various offices and progressed, and in about
1948 they made me President and I stayed President for twelve

years until the party changed its system of organisation and
district councils disappeared. So I was the last of the
Mohicans as President. And of course, in those days, all the
great Labor leaders were industrialists, mainly industrialists,
and they were blokes who worked for their wages during the day

JEFFERY
and went to meetings at night and did everything on a voluntary
basis. If anything it cost you money; there were no gold medals
around.
Midland was a great centre because in those days with the war on
there would have been three, I think there was about three and a
half thousand men worked in the workshops. Then you had the
abattoirs and various other industrial enterprises. Then you
came down to Bassendean. We had a fantastic industrial area.
You had Cresco Fertilisers starting in Bayswater; working up to
Bassendean you had Cumming Smith Mount Lyell, another big
super company. There are no factories or anything there now.
It's where the museum is now for old trams, railway engines and
that. Hadfields Foundry. Any rates there were a lot of places
and they were all heavily industrialised, and of course the
workers lived close to their jobs in those days.
AT

How long did you stay at Cresco?

JEFFERY
Well, I stayed there from when I came back in 1943
until elected to Parliament in May 1956.
AT
And when you talk about coming back, where had you
been in the Army?
JEFFERY

Oh, didn't get very far in the Army. I spent most
of it in training camps and we were on the way to Darwin when I
was pulled off the train at a camp called Sandy Creek near
Gawler. It was on the outskirts of Gawler in South Australia,
not far from Adelaide, and sent home and that was the end of my
brilliant military career. [Laughs]
AT
married?
JEFFERY

Can you tell me about your marriage? You were

Yes, I was married. My first marriage was to a
girl whose name, maiden name was Gladys Telfer. She was a
Bassendean girl and I have two adult sons from that marriage.
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JEFFERY
AT

What year was that that you were married?

194-...1942, I think. Yes, '42. We busted and
JEFFERY
oh, I can't even think of the year. That's
divorced in 19
lovely.
-

AT

That's all right. We can talk about that later.

JEFFERY

Yes.

AT

And you remarried?

Yes, seven years later I remarried, approximately
JEFFERY
seven years later I remarried to a girl I'm married to now, my
I
second wife Roma, Sherrard was her maiden name. We've got
had the two adult sons by the first marriage and one is Victor
Jeffery in the RAN; he's the Command Public Relations Officer
for the Royal Australian Navy and the Royal Australian Air Force
in Western Australia. The young one is with Krantz and Sheldon,
architects, Ross. Now we have a daughter who's nineteen and a
University of WA student.
-

AT

Her name is?

JEFFERY

Veronica.

AT

Veronica, yes. Were politics discussed in the home
when you were young, do you remember?

JEFFERY

No, they weren't. We had a very happy home. My
father was a terrific worker and a generous spender. Nobody
came to our place and went away with empty hands. He was a
great
although he didn't go to church, I'd say he was a real
Christian. Anyone in trouble financially or in those days a lot
of people were and economically in their own homes. My mother
-

was the same. They were most generous people, both of them.
And I think the thing that brought it to a head with me was when
he died, you know, we went from
it's good to go from rags to
riches but to go from riches to rags is a totally different
-

JEFFERY
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experience and that's what brought it home to me. And when I
could look around me and I could see the inequity. In those
you can't stop progress and I think that's the
days, you know
great thing in the Labor Party, is the provision of education.
I think that if you can teach people to think they must
ultimately come to fairly good answers. They'll make mistakes
along the way but in those days, [with the] complete lack of
everything for the ordinary man, he couldn't do anything, very
few men. That's why the men who did achieve things, I dip me
lid to them because in my day wages were poor.
-

When you think of the annual leave in most awards was a
fortnight a year, that was your holiday, but out of that they
took Labor Day, Christmas Day and Good Friday. So when you went
on holidays you actually went away for one week, plus a Monday
and Tuesday of the next week, or you knocked off Thursday and
had Thursday and Friday of one week, and then one complete week
and then you went back to work and that was it. Conditions and
wages compared with today were unbelievable.
AT

So you gravitated towards Labor?

JEFFERY

Oh, I did.

AT

You believed that Labor would help in this?

JEFFERY
Oh, I was sure of it because the others were so
autocratic and so arrogant. I think they still are but not as
bad as they used to be in those days because, frankly, when you
looked at the problem you couldn't see how Labor could even win,
the economics of it. You know, no-one
the Labor Party was
always short of money. It never had it because it had no
great
people talk about the affiliation dues of unionists;
they were that poor in those days, it was
I think they were
about, I may be exaggerating, three shillings per annum for
adult members and one and six for lesser lights, you know. So
the Labor Party had to get along on a shoestring budget.
-

-

-

AT
George, could you tell us the positions you held in
the party before you were elected to Parliament?
Yes. Well, I hadn't had political aspirations
JEFFERY
originally, but they were put into my mind by, partly by a man
who had been a Laborite at some stage of his existence but was,
he was offside at the time. I went to a meeting one night and
he was supporting a chap in a local election called Plunkett,
who was a big builder and the man concerned was known as Diver
Hughes; he was a lawyer in Perth. I cross-examined him pretty
thoroughly at the meeting and after the meeting he came over to
me. He didn't know who I was but he was interested and he said,
you know, "You did very well tonight, young man. Have you ever
thought about politics?" I said, "No, I haven't, but I've
thought about these things." He said, "Well, if I was you I'd
think about it", and I think it did have a bearing, although I
probably wasn't conscious of it at the time. But I ended up as
I say as President of the Midland Council and everything that
opened and shut in the Midland area. But then on the State
executive I became a delegate to that about 19-not long
after I got on it, about 1943 or 4, soon after I became a
delegate of Midland I became a State executive delegate and
stayed there for years. And among other things I was a trustee
of the party for a couple of years. I chaired the industrial
committee in the old-fashioned Labor conferences we used to
have. I chaired the industrial committee and a couple of our
State conferences, the first of which I remember Bob Hawke was a
delegate as a young man and a university student, the present
Prime Minister.
-

Of course in those days there was no Trades and Labor Council.
When the Trades and Labor Council came into being I think the
first secretary was Joe Pereira. He was secretary of the Police
Union. It was a sort of a shandygaff arrangement and it
ultimately became a full-time position. And when I first got
into Parliament Joe Chamberlain was the State secretary, a man
whom I have great and deep admiration for. I still believe he
was the one of the most talented men this party has ever had in
Western Australia. [He] could have been anything if he'd been

JEFFERY

go

ambitious in the political field, but I used to be in effect his
research officer, because anything they wanted to know, I was at
anything they wanted they wrote
Parliament House and I became
me a letter and I used to have to go and do the research for
them, which I used to love to do any rates, and supplied the
information. Then subsequently when I became secretary of the
State Parliamentary Labor Party I was in effect officially the
research officer. There was no wages attached to it or anything
like that; it was a labour of love and I was very interested in
it too.
-

AT

What age were you when you joined the party?

JEFFERY
Well, I would have been about
industrial... [?] right through union, but I

-

I was in the

-

AT

So that would have been because as a member of the
union rather than a direct joining?
JEFFERY
I joined the Labor Party in Bassendean, the actual
branch in about 1944 it would have been, so I had a dual
membership. I was a member of a political party and I was also
a trade unionist.
AT

Did you stand for any public office before you
stood for Parliament?
JEFFERY

No, I didn't. In those days, of course, the only
thing you could have stood for really would have been the Road
Board and I had nothing. I didn't own any property or anything
else.
AT

No.

JEFFERY

And it's different now. You can stand as a citizen
but in those days you couldn't.
AT

No, no, that's amazing, isn't it?
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JEFFERY
JEFFERY

Yes.

AT

And were you involved in any sporting clubs or...

Oh yes, I owe a lot to a man who was a good
JEFFERY
Laborite, good sound old-timer called R.A. McDonald, Dick
McDonald. He was a tradesman in the Midland workshops and he
was a woodworker of some kind, I think; a carriage-builder it
was called in those days, and he was the President, or Chairman
in those days, of the Bassendean Road Board. He'd be one of the
best men I've ever known in my life as that sort of thing and he
had a big bearing on me.
I
When my father died, I was a fairly decent bloke; I didn't
had respect for my mother and that; I didn't cause any problems
at home, but if I ever looked like it Dick McDonald would have
stopped it because he was that decent a bloke he kept an eye on
me. He was like a surrogate father to me and always full of
very good advice and he got me active in junior football. Of
course, it wasn't long
he was the president of the junior
football club; I was secretary of it for two or three years. He
never stopped pushing me into social situations where I had to
do some work for the community, and his own advice
he had
served in the Boer war himself and the second
and the first
world war. A magnificent man, one of the old-time citizens;
there are still some around.
-

-

-

-

And any rates, I got active in Swan Districts. The year I came
out of the Army in 1943, league football disappeared at the end
of 1942 and they had this underage competition, and I became the
social secretary of Swan Districts. One thing led to another
and then I ended up in 19
I was active all the time on
committees in the club; executive committee, all that, and then
for a period of five years after I came out of Parliament, I was
secretary of the Swan Districts Members' Club.
-

AT

That was after you left Parliament?
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JEFFERY
Yes, from
well, I was on the committee while I
was in Parliament, but from '65
about five and a half years.
I never believed, after that long term as President in Midland I
realised there's a certain selfishness about these situations,
-

-

because you can have a hell of a good manager offsider and by
staying in office not thinking of anything
I had no reason to
stay when I look back
you debar somebody else probably [with]
more talent from taking the job. They'll never stand against
you, they're too loyal to you as a person, so I've made it a
rule since that I never stay more than five years in anything.
I've got a track record that knows
you'll see I chop off at
or
five years to allow my vice-presidents or whoever he
whoever to take over.
-

-

-

-

AT
approached?

How did you come to stand for Parliament? Were you

JEFFERY
Well, yes. But I wasn't the number one selection.
There were other people involved in it originally, and out of
the blue
I think I would have gone for the
even then if I'd
-

-

been keen I would have gone for the Assembly. But we had one
fellow in the Federal for three years; it was Don MountjoY who
died recently. Good man, too and should never have been
defeated but that's the luck of politics. I would have stood
for the Assembly where to me as a young man that's where all the
action was. The other place, of course, was a home for retired
businessmen and it was in those days. They were all old men and
you had to, and with all due respect, I'm not reflecting on
their character, I'm just making a statement of fact regarding
age. You know, you had people like Sir Frank Gibson, Dimmitt,
Bolton; these are all big businessmen and that, who went to
Parliament in those days sat at four o'clock, I believe, because
that's a good convenient time to leave the office and saunter up
St Georges Terrace to the House. Any rates, I would have done
that.
AT

What seat is it in the lower House

-

JEFFERY
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Well, there would have been Middle Swan which Jim
JEFFERY
Hegney had won and lost and I was interested in that. And then
the other one, of course, was Guildford, Midland-Guildford,
which W.D. Johnson held for many years and subsequently was won
by Jack Brady. But they came to me and it was always said that
I won the election. I spent two years riding a pushbike and
when you think of how the hours I was working as a worker
-

AT

This was after you were endorsed?

JEFFERY

Yes.

AT

Campaigning?

JEFFERY
Yes. Well, I spent two years riding a pushbike.
I'd bought a pushbike off a mate who got into financial
difficulty. He had a Malvern Star Tour de France and I think
Bruce Small owed me a great personal debt. I did as much for
Malvern Star almost as Opperman; and I rode this beautiful bike,
which I bought for £15 and it had cost my mate thirty-odd, and I
rode it from door to door every weekend, Saturday afternoons
because you worked Saturday mornings in the old days, and I rode
Saturday afternoons and all day Sunday, knocking on doors. In
those days it was a voluntary vote.
AT

That's right.

JEFFERY

There was no compulsion about the actual election
itself even. You were only putting them on the roll and hoping
that a percentage would vote, and I rode, for two years I rode a
pushbike. It has been said and I don't know that I put over
2 000 on the roll.
AT

Which suburbs would that have included? The
suburban province?
JEFFERY
Well, it included Midland and Bassendean and
Bayswater and Maylands and Victoria Park. Then at other times I
went out into the electorates of Labor members with them on the

JEFFERY
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weekends and we did dual canvasses. Like in those days Cohn
Jamieson had Beeloo I think was the name. It changed many times
but Beeloo at that time. And of course at the end of two years
the sitting member had retired, Sir Frank Gibson, and I had a
fellow who was glamorised, the Liberals glamorised him, Gerry
Hooper. Any rates, I won. Then of course I had six years when
I can say truthfully I did my job in every sense of the word, as
a member, an ordinary member, and as a servant of the party.
AT

In your campaigning who helped you most?

JEFFERY
In those days, originally, I'd say at member level
Cohn Jamieson who was young and battling to establish himself,
because he had done three years. He beat a man who subsequently
became senior Liberal in the Legislative Council, Sir Arthur
Griffith he finished up. Jamieson had done three years and he
had to consolidate himself so
and he was very good to me, no
argument. Jim Hegney was very good because he knocked on doors,
you know, and that grass roots level politics is not glamorous
but it's the most effective and I think it still is to know the
people. At executive level I don't think I would have gone far
if it hadn't been for Joe Chamberlain particularly, and old Bob
Hartley who was a very sincere bloke, they kept me going when I
started to wobble and flag and get to the stage of having had a
gutful. I was that tired, you know, riding, and going to work
on Monday morning; you hadn't had an hour to yourself on the
whole weekend and working overtime at nights, because it was a
big workload and you couldn't knock it back. But any rates I
stayed with it and we won.
-

When I came up for re-election we were at a stage then the Labor
Party only had to win about two seats and for the first time we
would have been in the majority. So the Opposition knew the
value of not letting us win and they put great effort in. I had
said in the House among other things that I believed the State
Government Insurance Office and it was a belief of the Labor
Party
the State Government Insurance Office those days only
handled worker's compensation, and a few branches of Government
insurance such as I think Government vehicles, things like that.
-

JEFFERY
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Any rates, it had been said that it should be allowed to compete
in the open market in every field of insurance, which I
sincerely believe in and I had said so and the insurance
companies didn't take kindly [to it]. I was targeted probably
as a dangerous man because of this belief, and they went to
great pains to recruit staff to help the Liberal Party, and some
guns were held at people's heads I believe to go out and do some
work, people who weren't really politically activated[sic] and
they did. Then of course along came, I forget the date now; it
was either May the 10th or the 12th, 1962. It has been said by
wiser men than me I didn't get beaten in Parliament, I got
washed out. We had phenomenal rain that day. The Liberals had
hundreds of cars, and of course the working man, he doesn't
believe in getting wet unless he gets a wet money. He said,
"Oh, no need to worry", this was the attitude, "He'll win."
Well, the Libs worked hard with the motor cars because of the
rain and it's worth looking back; I can't think of it off the
cuff but it was some fantastic freak rain that day. It rained
for hours and hours and hours, and heavy rain, so I got washed
out and that was the end of the road.
AT

While you were a member, did you make any special
efforts to keep in touch with the people you represented?

JEFFERY
Oh, yes. In those days
people say to me now they
can't believe it, but in our day the total expenses outside your
salary
I never made any fortune out of being a member of
Parliament because when I went in, as I said, I had this
glorious pushbike, you had to buy a car.
-

-

Now, I had a relation who was more than generous. He turned up
one afternoon with his wife, they had two cars; a brand new
Holden which was theirs, and they had their old Holden which was
as good as brand new. A chap called Sam Beros; he was married
to a cousin of mine and used to be a big service station
proprietor in Osborne Park. Slav born, Australian by
brought
-

out as a young man and a magnificent man. And he said, "There's
your car out the front." I said, "Sam, you would have to be
joking." He said, "Why?" I said, "Sam, I couldn't buy the lid

JEFFERY
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off the engine let alone the car." He said, "We haven't
mentioned money yet." I said, "Well, I'm just telling you." I
said, "I'm not the sort of bloke who runs round owing money."
He said, "Well, I'll tell you now", and he sold me a magnificent
car, worth a lot more, for £550, "Pay me when you can and if you
can." And I paid him fairly
well, I say rapidly; I forget how
much I gave him initially but I used to give him £25 a month,
hail, rain or otherwise.
-

And, of course, ultimately I owned it and then of course I went
from that into a Government purchase job, which members were
allowed to do. The only privilege ordinary members had in
Parliament those days was the privilege to buy a car through the
Government scheme and our total expenses, no electoral office or
secretaries and that, you had to prevail on somebody you knew
who could type. I was lucky because my wife had been a top
business girl, top secretary. And you got £25 a year in stamps,
that was your total expenses for an ordinary member,
metropolitan member, £25-worth of stamps.
AT
And you say there were no typists at Parliament
House for you?
JEFFERY

Two.

AT

There were two.

JEFFERY

You can imagine the scramble for the two. After
they'd done the work of the Legislative Council. The
Legislative Council had two.

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE ONE
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TAPE ONE SIDE TWO

You were telling me how you tried to keep in touch
AT
with the people you represented.
Yes. Well, that meant going out every night of the
JEFFERY
week somewhere; you know, social functions of all kinds. It was
a big electorate too in those days. When I say that, transport
wasn't like it is now and you used to have to get a leave pass
from the House if it was sitting and I didn't like doing that.
I never liked leaving a sitting because you had to have a pair
to get away, but I did and I was out every night somewhere. But
when you look at [it] there were seven State electorates in the
Council seat.
And of course the other thing that made the big contribution to
my defeat was Labor had lost two consecutive elections. They
had lost in March of the year when I came up for re-election and
they were exhausted; they had been beaten,
they weren't only
they were dispirited, they were broke and nobody was interested.
they
By the time the Council elections came everyone was in
couldn't raise a gallop, as the old expression. They were in
second gear because everyone was tired. The fact that they
hadn't won, they'd worked their gut out to lose, you couldn't
get them really
the fire had gone, especially losing two State
you always had
elections in a row, very hard to inspire any
-

-

-

-

the marvellous people who did.
I remember the things we did to keep people interested. We had
some wonderful people when I look back who
all out of their
own pocket and only working men, not millionaires. When they
were heightening the wall at Mundaring Weir the local publican
at the Weir, the Weir Hotel at the weir, Goldfields Weir Hotel,
was Tom Scaddan whose father had been the Premier of Western
Australia [at] one time. Tom stood for Parliament himself; very
articulate lad, very good political man. And they had, I forget
how many hundred men out there, they worked 24 hours a day. The
-
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JEFFERY
lights never went out on the weir wall; they worked night shift,
afternoon shift, day shift. And we used to meet at the mess
hail and we'd have a debate there.
They had a branch out there, the ALP. I always remember the
bloke. He played the banjo like it was going out of fashion, a

bloke called Bob Hynes, a great entertainer and a great bloke.
Only a labourer on the wall, came from Armadale, and he used to
organise it. We used to go up there and it was like the Spanish
Armada in a second class fleet. How we
some of the cars had
to battle up Greenmount, you know, to get there, but we used to
debate all sorts of topics, all the topics that are fashionable
and unfashionable; white Australia, all the old
they all got a
gallop. But this
and we used to go around. We didn't have
any debate on the ALP, that was ALP versus ALP, but we'd go to
the Midland Druids. They had a chap called Clementson whose son
was a top journalist, and Clementson himself was a magnificent
-

-

-

man. And we'd debate the Druids on similar topics, you know,
but it was good for both, and that's how poor people were. If
you didn't do something like that, nothing happened.
Oh, I was very well known as a bloke who I think would
but you
can't beat the power of money and every day there's a sticker in
your letterbox, you know.
-

AT

That's right. When you won your seat the first
time in 1956, how did you feel?
JEFFERY

Well, I was that tired from riding the bike.
Actually the night of the election was marvellous. There was a
sort of a false, like getting a needle I suppose. I felt
marvellous, you know. Then of course it soon wore off but I did
feel good because I realised that so many people, very humble
people, had worked so hard for no chance of any reward, there
was no money involved. I mean, they worked because they
believed in the party and that was the beauty of them. They
really did believe in the ALP and its politics, and would get
out there and work their gut out for no chance of any reward and
take a carload of people somewhere. They didn't get paid for
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the car might take five
the petrol. They might take a gang of
or six people to a point and meet at a certain point on Sunday
morning. And when I'm saying about what I did, not every Sunday
but quite a few Sundays there'd be a crowd come out, and there
may be a total of twenty people. One would go up each side of
the street and they would do ten streets in the area, and they'd
do half a day's work, or couple of hours' work, two or three
hours at least.
-

AT

Was this delivering pamphlets or door knocking?

JEFFERY

No, getting people on the roll.

AT

Putting people on the roll.

JEFFERY
See, that was the hard one, getting them to go and
vote under a voluntary system; and they had to be either a
freeholder or a householder. Don't forget the householder could
only be one; I mean, there was no husband and wife vote about
it. If they were renting the house it was one householder,
which would be the old man because he paid the rent, sort of.
AT
years?

Why do you think it was left voluntary all those

JEFFERY
Oh, for the natural advantage it gave the
conservatives. No other reason whatsoever. You know, it's a
funny thing, the people who talk democracy and talk about the
freedom of this and the freedom of that, but they go to great
pains to make sure no-one really enjoys the freedom. You know,
the constrictions they place on normal living, they're out of
this world. People don't realise how
the one thing that gave
me a pain in the gut and a big pain in the gut was to go up to
that House when we're
things like the Local Government Bill,
when your leader, who was a good bloke, would say, "Now, don't
speak on this matter." You're depending on a couple of swingers
in the Country Party voting with you to get that through the
Council, see?
-

-
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JEFFERY
And of course if they ever did get something through because
there'd been a cock-up in the pairs system or something, they
just recommitted it and had it put back to what they wanted.
But you would sit there, you weren't allowed to speak. The
leaders presented a very mild explanation of what it meant and
the Opposition got up and the leaders of it fired the bullets.
Then of course you weren't allowed to say anything because you
might hurt the feelings of the swingers, but when the vote came
the swingers, they hurt your feelings by voting exactly as they
[laughs] the Opposition knew who they were and made sure they
didn't swing.
AT
Yes. Before you were elected had you ever been up
to Parliament House?
JEFFERY
No, I hadn't. Yes, I think I might have been in
the last couple of months, but that was to see people, not to
look on or anything like that.
AT

Did any particular member of Parliament help you
when you were first elected, take you under his wing, or her
wing?

JEFFERY
Yes, I think we didn't always agree, but the late
Ruby Hutchison. They can say what they like, but she was a
great worker who despite the tough exterior that she always put
on, underneath she was a very feminine woman and a very kind
one, despite, you know, you always
she had these
I suppose
she had to wear a tough facade outside, but inside she was very
kind-hearted. She was a grandmother and a real one, very much
like your own, sort of. Ruby Hutchison did go to great pains to
help me and I always
she was one of the first Labor members,
one of the first woman members of Parliament, and I always had a
great respect for Ruby. She was the trailblazer. I mean,
there'd been Edith Cowan before and there'd been Dame CardellOliver, but Ruby to me
I never knew Edith Cowan; she was only
history to me, but I had great respect for Ruby Hutchison
because I knew her when she wasn't on stage. And you know, it's
funny how people have got two appearances. Some have got a
-

-

-

-
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great stage presentation and are not quite as good behind the
scenes. That's one of the ironies of politics; you know, the
public image and the real person. They don't always coincide.
And I wouldn't like to say this in a public place, but it's
true; there were people on the opposite side, although I didn't
agree with their politics, I admired them as people more than
some of my so-called friends.
AT

Any other member who particularly helped you?

I
Yes. Among all people, one of the finest men
JEFFERY
reckon he was a real parliamentarian. He was as strong as an
was Sir
ox. He was a big man in every sense of the word
Charles Latham. He taught me a great deal about the
parliamentary system and how it operated, based on his long
experiences in Parliament, and he was most generous as
you
know, he wasn't being nice to me because he liked me or anything
like that, it was the man himself. He was a man, a real man;
great war record in the first war. He always stood above his
fellow men as a real bloke.
-

-

-

But on our own side I think the late Premier, John Tonkin, was a
very good friend. He was very much like Sir Charles Latham,
with great experience. They were long-serving men in the
system. They knew it probably better than anybody. The man
that I had a great respect for and a great love for, because I'd
seen him in times when we were triumphant and I'd seen him at
the other end of the pile, was the late Bert Hawke, A.R.G.
Hawke, who ended up Premier. A very humble man. I think it
goes back to his boyhood. They came from a very
Cornish
family in South Australia; very humble man in his own
not a
very ambitious in his own needs and that, but a magnificent
leader of men and when he was in the mood he could chop you up,
as they say. He could really go. [Laughs]
-

-

Another man I admired, and he was completely against the A.L.P.
politically and I always thought, well, you know
but if you
wanted to know anything business-wise he always told you
exactly. He knew business probably better than anyone in that
-

JEFFERY

21

House, was Sir Keith Watson. There'd be a Companies Act Bill on
I could hardly spell. I could have spelt
and I wouldn't
"companies", that was about the limit. He said, "What would you
know about this, Jeffery?" and I'd say, "Well, Sir Keith,
nothing." He said, "Right. When you've had your dinner tonight
we'll walk up to the war monument in Kings Park", which he did
often for his exercise, and on the way up there and back he'd
explain to you the ramifications of the Bill, and it wouldn't be
a party Bill in the sense of Labor versus Liberal; it would be
something where you were improving the Companies Act. And
anything he told you, you could bet your life on it, it was
completely accurate.
-

Another bloke I had a great affection for who died tragically,
died of cancer of the throat, was our leader in the Legislative
Council when I first went there, Gilbert Fraser. Ironically,
Gilbert Fraser and Keith Watson were great friends although they
were political opposites, because they both started life as
telegram boys in the Fremantle Post Office. But they both were
completely opposites politically, but they both had a lot going
for them, you know.
AT

Just after you were elected you were asked to move
the Address-in-Reply motion.
JEFFERY

That's right.

AT

Was that an honour?

JEFFERY
Oh yes, yes. There was a funny thing about that.
They told me before I started, "You put it together yourself,
base it partly on your party's plans and partly on your own
feelings, thoughts", so I did just that. They also said, "It's
the one speech you'll ever make where you'll never get any
interruption." And of course on opening day, my first day in
the House, I was as nervous as a kitten and I got up and I think
I did very well. When I look back I think I did well.
AT

It reads very well.
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JEFFERY
Yes.
interjection.

Any rates, the funny thing was I had an

AT

I saw that. [Laughs]

JEFFERY

Sir Charles Latham.

AT

He should have known better!

JEFFERY
And he did, too. He came round after and
apologised immediately, but a moment it was like being hit with
a king hit. I spun about three times; you know, the world
started to go
started to race 120 miles an hour [laughs]. He
had interjected, Sir Charles, but he did come immediately and
apologise. But he was the old school, the real old school. You
might not agree with their politics but you respected [them]
because they were as good as they looked. They lived up to
their standards. You know, they were unreal in many ways. Of
course we had them on our own side equally as good, too.
-

AT

What do you mean by unreal?

JEFFERY
Well, you know, when you talk to people today,
people today are not as religious. There were men who were
religious. I'm talking about they went to church and all that
and it wasn't for political reasons, they'd been brought up that
way. They were old men when I was a young man; they were around
the seventy mark and that was the way of life. I mean, I'm not
knocking it because I realise that when they were in a fight
they fought like anyone else with what was available and they
hit hard. But the moment the fight was over
it was like being
-

a boxer; you were fighting for the money and the moment it was
over you went and had a couple of beers together.
AT
In those days was there any induction course to
show you the ropes?
JEFFERY
[laughs].

No, no. You learned the hard way, trial and error

JEFFERY
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When the House was sitting how much time did you
AT
spend on parliamentary work or party work and electorate work?
Well, because of the jobs I held and that I spent
JEFFERY
nearly every spare moment, but as I said I did enjoy it. I
you know, I did it because I liked it,
didn't do it because
I'm not complaining. But the research side alone those days was
a hell of a job and I'm not a trained research worker. But I
had wonderful assistance from different people wherever I went.
Most people were very generous with their time and their effort,
and when you told them why you wanted to know and that most
people were very good.
-

AT
So when Parliament was sitting you spent most of
your time up at Parliament?
JEFFERY
Yeah, yeah. I'd attend to those things I had to.
There was always phone calls when you got home somebody wanted
to see you, so you always had to go and see them, or ring them
up and make an appointment to see them, because you couldn't
always go when they wanted you to. And, you know, I did the
job; I put the time in, all right. That was the only
disappointment I think probably in defeat, was that they
couldn't put a finger on it for the work I'd done. And you're a
bit of a freak once you're defeated in politics. You haven't
got any real friends because there's too many of them interested
in taking your place, you know, on your own side. A hell of a
lot of people have got ambition that comes out when you've been
beaten [laughs].
AT

What kind of things did your constituents ask you

to do?
JEFFERY
They asked you to do everything under the sun and
most of them when you look back, and it happens I'd say exactly
the same situation now, they'd try and get you to twist the arm
of people, who've made a correct decision in their department on
the interpretation of an Act, and they want you to twist their
arm to give them something they're not really entitled to
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And sometimes you do get it, of course, because the
[laughs]
bloke in charge says, "Well, it's a borderline case when you get
down to the nitty gritty. We don't want to argue about it and
we'll agree to it." But there was many a time people come to
you and they're trying to twist the arm of shire councils, which
is not really your department. I mean, the bloke to twist there
is the local member of the shire, but it's mainly the Government
departments they want you to twist the arm of somebody that's
.

probably done a magnificent interpretation of the Act [laughs].
AT

Yes.

JEFFERY
The other thing, of course, they get you doing
which is not your department and yet I'm not knocking it, when
they get to the age when they want an old age pension and people
do get confused, genuinely confused, as to their rights and lack
of them. And I always thought that in one Federal Government
department in my day, they were down on the corner of Bennett
and Wellington Street, but the crowd down there, the officers,
most of them are retired now, some have passed on, I thought
they were magnificent. You took people down there and they
would say to you, "Leave it with me. I'll look after them", and
they did. Those people would come to you later on
-

AT

Social Securities Department, was it?

JEFFERY
Social Services, pensions and various things of
that nature, and I never had a dud down there. Everyone one of
those men did their job. The people always came back and
thanked you. I think some of them made personal friends out of
the bloke if the bloke had been that kind to them, they assumed
he was a personal friend, you know. I had complete respect,
despite what some people say, Social Service Department
and I
can give you a list of names of magnificent men, full of
compassion. They had a job to do but they did it very well.
-

AT
I know you had contact with Swan Districts Football
Club. Did you have a lot of contact with other sporting clubs
in your electorate while you were a member?
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JEFFERY
Oh, in the electorate, yes, yes. See, in those
days Midland had one of the, probably the best
cycling was all
the rage in those [days], the Midland-Bassendean Cycling Club.
I had a couple of champions live next door to me, personal
friends; grew up with them and things like that. But Midland
was a very, like most industrial towns. You always read about
Newcastle, New South Wales; I'm not knocking it, I'm just using
it as an example. But in those days Midland was a great
sporting town, not only football and cycling, my own wife
actively participated in the Swan Basketball Association. Well,
they've got another name for it now but in those days it was
netball, basketball. Oh, it's netball now I think, but any rate
basketball it was. To go to West Midland on Saturday afternoon
and see hundreds of girls and they used to play
start early
and the littlies, they would be playing and gradually you'd get
up to the biggies, because the biggies would be coming home from
work a lot of them on Saturday, because they used to work
Saturday mornings in the stores and that in Perth. But there
were hundreds of girls in the Swan Netball Association. Sport
-

-

was, I think it was the only thing available to the working man
because it was
he played the games he could afford which were
cheap.
-

AT

And you had the job to go round and give trophies?

JEFFERY

Yes, oh yes, and I loved all that because I'd
always been tied up with sport, and most of them had been school
mates or the children of mates, you know. And I still retain
that you can come to football with me any Saturday this season
even and you realise by golly he hasn't been for a long time but
he's retained the friendship of a lot of people, and that's the
one thing I am proud of. I've never had to bend my knee to
anybody. I've been me always and, you know, people say about
being honest and that. Well okay, I've been honest and it
hasn't always been to my own advantage at the time, but I don't
have to run away from anybody, I don't hide behind corners and
it's obvious when I go anywhere in Midland or Guildford or
Bassendean even now, even Bayswater to a lesser extent, I am
still remembered with affection. You know, people want to buy

JEFFERY
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me a drink and all this sort of caper, and that's the one great
thing about it. You make friendships there and I suppose that's
the greatest thing in life, is your relationship with your
fellow man and the quality of life itself.
Talking of relationships, what were your relations
AT
like with lower House members?
Well, mostly very good. Most of them I had
see,
JEFFERY
things happen all the time in politics. Jim Hegney was a good
friend to me. Bill was his brother; different man altogether,
Bill. Jim'd been a boilermaker in the Midland workshops and he
was as I said he was one of the good old grass roots
politicians. He knocked on doors and everyone knew him. Mery
Toms had been elected. He died, he was Speaker when he died I
-

think, and they took him out of the Chair. He collapsed in the
Chair and he was dead the same day, the same evening. But I'd
grown up with Mery Toms in Bassendean, Bassendean boy, so I was
lucky that way.
Old W.D. Johnson had been in his time; he'd gone, but he had a
big influence on me too, and a lot of other people. I think
Jack Brady himself would admit that he, W.D. Johnson, had a big
influence on him going into politics.
AT
There was never any friction between you and the
lower house members?
No, no. We didn't always agree but we never
JEFFERY
appeared in public to disagree. I mean, any disagreement we had
we
we did one another a lot of good because there'd be
something about somebody I wouldn't know, somebody'd been up to
hanky-panky in one of the shires somewhere. Well, one of those
collectively
much closer to you would warn you and you always
we were a pretty good gang, I'd say.
-

-

Of course, another one who died was Hughie Andrew, which was
difficult because you're dealing with, you know, people that'd
be at the end of their careers telling you how good they were,
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but they were young men becoming members when I knew them, they
were learning the game, so they had no great value because
basically they didn't know as much as you did. That's not being
insulting, it's just a stage of the development.
AT
When the House wasn't sitting, and I think in those
days the House didn't sit till about July
-

JEFFERY

It was July, yes.

AT

-

how did you spend most of your time?

JEFFERY
I spent most of my life scrubbing around the
electorate being seen, and you couldn't go far because you
didn't have the money. You know, people talk
I forget what my
exact salary was but it was £40-odd a week and that sounds, it
was a lot of money compared with
I mean, £40-odd a week
immediately you think of $80-odd, and I admit immediately
because $80-odd was a lot more then than $80-odd is now. But
when you're buying a car as I was and as I said things like that
and doing the right thing. Even my last election the party was
bankrupt, so who pays for it?
-

-

I came out of Parliament [and] everyone says, "Oh, you must have
a big fat pension", because basically pensions were
I think
they still are
the term was over seven years, and in the eyes
of the law over seven years is seven years plus one day, so I
-

-

missed a pension by one year and one day. In fact I came out
with £800 which I had put in over a period of six years, £800odd, but then I had to pay for elections. I had to give the
party itself 300 quid which I'd promised it, so I reckon out of
the 800 I would have been lucky to have had £250 left. I had a
motor car too which I didn't really need. It sounds queer now
but I had about £250 and I'd always been generous. There's a
lot of poverty around and I saw one member
people can tell you
what they like; the one man who could handle him always, and I'm
not boasting about it, I was proud of him, I was a friend to him
and he was a friend to me, was the late Dick Lawrence. You
know, you give a quid away here and a quid away there all the
-

JEFFERY
time because of situations. Dick Lawrence had been the
secretary of the lumpers' union of Fremantle, but elected as the
member for South Fremantle, and people tell you this, that and
the other thing about Dick. Dick drank heavily at the finish;
and I knew him better than most.
yes, he did, but I think Dick
I'm not boasting about it, I'm making a statement of fact. I'd
always been close to him, I liked him very, very much. He was
-

in one of those impossible situations where he had a lot more,
despite the fact lumpers were never poor, on the waterfront.
It's marvellous when you looked in those days the number of
people living in the Fremantle suburbs who had never worked on
the waterfront in their life. There were no pension schemes or
anything like there are today. When you hung your shirt up you
were finished and you went on the old age pension, all sorts of
complications, and Dick couldn't say no. He was the most
generous man that God created. He used to worry himself stiff
because the demand for money was twice what he could provide. A
lot of people may be critical but I could talk for an hour and
all I would do would tell you how good he was because I knew how
good he was. And he died young; he wasn't an old man when he
died.
AT
How often would you go up to Parliament House when
the House wasn't sitting?
JEFFERY
Oh, perhaps twice a week, no more, because there
was no point to go. I'd go up to get the mail, things like
[that], you know. A lot of mail does come even now I suppose to
Parliament House. Don't forget in those days you never had an
office. They wrote to Parliament House. If they didn't know
your private address it went to Parliament House because you
didn't have an office, you had no backup. You did it yourself.
You used to write it out in long-hand and have it typed
[laughs]
AT
Who was outstanding as a parliamentarian while you
were a member?

JEFFERY

Mal

Oh, that's a good question. I suppose in many
JEFFERY
ways, for ability as a parliamentarian Herbie Graham. Herb, he
at the end he became
was hard, he was ruthless, he was a good
-

a little bit too arrogant I think. I say that as a friend,
I had known him from the day he got into Parliament and I
not
watched him develop from the member for East Perth till he
became Deputy Leader, and I think there was a touch of arrogance
in Herb's dealings with people, even among people who were close
to him. There were a lot of people had a lot of respect for him
and for his talents and abilities, but when people are arrogant
to you and push you away instead of embracing you, you don't
make enemies out of them but they lose a lot of their warmth.
They do. They're no longer the friend they could have been.
And Herb though was a complete parliamentarian, did his
-

homework, great worker.
See, one of the things with Parliament that people forget, you
can be a great parliamentarian if you've got a seat there you've
got no problems. If you've got a blue ribbon seat you can put a
lot of time into research and get away with it. I'm talking
about the old days when you had no backup staff, and you could
spend a hell of a lot of time reading a book to get what you
wanted. The bloke who with the big electorate and a busy man
fighting in a pretty doubtful seat
you take
mine had
changed, mine changed every six years any rates. The bloke who
beat me had picture shows in Maylands and that, Herb Robinson,
he got beaten by young Claughton. That seat's changed hands,
Claughton held it a couple of times but in the meantime, of
course, compulsory voting had come in too.
-

AT

-

Yes, that's made a difference.

JEFFERY

But, see, a lot of the blokes who could have been
great members they were too busy working trying to keep their
seat.
AT

Anyone else beside Herb?

JEFFERY
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you know, another chap that
you
JEFFERY
Oh, I don't
never, yes, I think probably Wise up to a point, Frank Wise. I
think he had the gift of feeling the pulse, you know. He knew
when to play, hit the drum hard and he knew when not to hit it
at all. I think he was an astute politician. The other side
they didn't have to be good because they had the numbers. They
could afford to be arrogant and you only have to read their
interjections.
-

-

The one thing I was always proud of and I'll tell you the reason
I was proud to have was having served on the War Service Land
Settlement Commission. When I was appointed to it I didn't
think it was going to be any good frankly. Les Logan, the
Honourable Les Logan was the chairman, Frank Willmott was the
Liberal member and I was the Labor member. We went amongst a
mob of returned soldiers, most of them on the handout business,
the old RSL badge thing. Think they're going to get something
for nothing and putting up the sort of stories that
and these
three, I think the three of us between us I think we did a very
good job. They got justice, they got what they were entitled
to. Anything
-

-

AT

What was the main job of that commission?

JEFFERY
Well, there was that many complaints about the
scheme, the anomalies and that, but there were, when we got down
to the real business the scheme was well publicised
the faults
were well publicised but the successful side wasn't.
-

END OF TAPE ONE SIDE TWO
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(Continuing) But in my day the Assembly leaders,
JEFFERY
we were blessed greatly because we had A.R.G. Hawke as leader,
John Tonkin as the deputy and Herb Graham. I always felt that
he got into Parliament
A.R.G. Hawke had done a similar way
very similarly as I did. He'd come over from South Australia
and gone down the south west as an organiser for the party
riding a pushbike around, sleeping in timber fallers' huts and
in timber mills in the single men's quarters, organising for the
party. But because of his own experiences and his own
humbleness I think he'd probably be one of the most acceptable
political leaders this State has ever had and there'll never be
one better, because he was very humble in himself.
-

John Tonkin had a fantastic brain, very well-read man and he
could talk on any subject under the sun because he'd read
something about it. He could help anyone who was doing research
in the days when there were no research officers available to
ordinary members. And Herb Graham had a very lucid mind, a very
clear thinker and had come up in a pretty tough school, and
between the three a fantastic leadership. It wasn't matched on
the other side of the House. The Press did their best to build
the other side up but it never matched the Labor leadership.
AT
I'd like to read something to you from Hansard
1956. The speaker says, "1 realise that there are two classes
of people opposed to a measure of this kind; the first of those
who are confirmed bachelors and the others are those who possess
great courage or trust that their wives will not read Hansard."
That was you speaking on the Juries Bill.
JEFFERY

[Laughs] Yes.

AT
I was interested in that. Did you often use humour
in your speeches?
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Oh yes, yes, I did. I think one thing I always
JEFFERY
did, it didn't matter how tired I was, I always read before I
went to sleep and now I go to sleep before I realise [it]; I
don't even try to read now. But I always read and I always felt
that the day was wasted if I didn't read something before I went
to sleep. I had a wonderful schoolteacher. Teachers have a big
I
bearing on your conduct and I was blessed. The last four
was blessed right through my education, all my teachers were
excellent, but I had a Miss Marjorie Bennett when I was in about
third standard who rose to great heights in the department
subsequently.
-

I had a fellow called Clements. He was outstanding. He gave me
a love of literature that started off by getting me to read the
literary page in The West. This sounds funny but way back in my
day, 1930-31, The West [featured] Scrutators Letter Bag and
things like that. They were marvellous reading. Every week
they published a short story because you couldn't afford to buy
the books. But there was a period there where every week they
had one of 0. Henry's short stories, printed in toto. Then of
course I had Bill Skipworth who [was] a wonderful bloke in
seventh standard of Perth Boys first year. He was secretary of
the Perth footie club among other things, but a wonderful man.
Then I had Jock Campbell who was a very fine character, very
well-read himself. Then of course Ted Huck was out of this
world. He was a born educator.
AT
students.

I've heard he's got a reputation for caning

JEFFERY
Well, he did, because he had to do all the official
caning. And there was an amazing thing; one certain teacher who
was brilliant, and I'll mention his name, was August Nadebaum.
August was a brilliant teacher, no argument. A very generous
man. But he used to send you with a green note, he always wrote
in green ink and he always sent you to Ted Huck for a caning.
The only blokes who got away with it occasionally were the green
inkers, because I think Ted thought in his own mind that August
was a bit heavy on the punishments. But he did all the caning
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and by gee, when he did, he was a big man and you didn't go back
for two helpings.
I've read Goodbye Mr
But very generously the headmaster
Tommy Chandler was a very small man physically,
Chips
insignificant you would say, until he opened his mouth. I've
seen him walk up on the stage of Perth Boys School; in a moment
he had this charisma, he understood boys. You could hear a pin
drop. And he had a very simple system; if you and I were caught
-

-

fighting in the school yard, and mothers couldn't afford to buy
you clothes every day of the week in those days, you were kept
in and as soon as school finished put on the gloves. And he had
it properly refereed, none of this business of fighting fifteen
rounds, they boxed probably three minutes. You can't do much
damage in three minutes. You might get a blood nose from a
swipe or something, and the moment that happened the gloves were
off and it was all over, and God help you if you were caught
fighting again with the same bloke.
They're little things, they sound funny now in the light of more
modern psychology and that, but they were effective. And I was
lucky to be one of those who went to school when Tommy Chandler
[was there] because he had terrific control of his staff. He
was born to be what he was, an outstanding educator.
AT
Jumping forward in time, how did you feel when you
lost your seat?
JEFFERY
I thought the world had fallen in, I did. I had a
feeling it was going to happen. Matter of fact, one of my best
friends and a man I haven't mentioned, he was a layman, a man
who would have made a very good member of Parliament, was a
fellow called Archie Tippett. A Midland man; he had been a
guard in the Midland Railway Company, great sportsman, great
raconteur. His family
ended up a publican, his family were
publicans, his father before him was a publican, but they were
also very good citizens. They always ploughed a lot of money
back into the district where they operated for sport, charity,
hospitals, anything that was good the Tippetts were in it. And
-
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Archie Tippett would have said, "I knew, I had the feeling",
because there was no bloody feeling, because the party was as I
say that dispirited from its loss.

He got me in Midland one day and we went and had a couple drinks
and he said, "How are you going, mate?" I said, "Well, Archie,
you're about the only bloke I would say this to." I said, "To
the world you've got to say I'll win and all that." I said, "I
can tell you because you're one of my very best friends", and he
had been too, right through the piece; I said, "Archie, I'm
going to get beat, mate." He said, "Oh, cut it out." I said,
"Look, mate, it's funny how you know. You do." I said, "People
nod their head but in the old days when they were full of bounce
and beans", I said, "they're all getting round like zombies
because they're in a state of shock from what happened in
March." And they were. I said, "I can't say this to anybody
except you." I said, "I'm going through the motions now,
because frankly I'm going to get beaten." And I suppose even
that even that reflects in your own performance too, although
you mightn't be conscious of it. I think it does reflect. But
if Archie was alive right now he would tell you and I remember
the day he came and said it to me.
AT

So how did you feel personally, you yourself?

JEFFERY
Well, I felt, "God almighty, six years I've busted
my gut", and the tragedy is people say, you know, when you're
only an ordinary bloke, somebody else is taking your place.
Now, I was the leading hand at Crescos. Now, the bloke who took
my place was one of my best friends who was a working
good
man. He'd been the boss for six years. You can't go back and
say, "I want my job back. [It's] no longer your job." You can
imagine if you did go back and they said, "Oh, well, we'll put
you back where you were and he can stand back again." You
wouldn't have a friend among any of the staff, so that's gone
for ever. Your existence in politics has gone because all the
blokes that are keen are not going to help you to stand again.
They're too ambitious themselves and if you look like being a
threat there's no point in supporting you. So it falls in all
around you.
-
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I went down the Crown Law as a temporary clerk and I was very
lucky, I worked with Ray Pash, who was the head clerk in the
probate section, because in those days they still paid probate
I see
and I'm not knocking that one bit. I worked under the
Mr Staples, and Ray
he's still one of the masters of the court
Pash was my immediate superior. I went in and I stayed there
for
I went up to the Local Court in the old Beaufort Street
-

-

-

Court and in the September the next year Archie Tippett again,
my old mate
who was then a publican in Fremantle; he had the
old Park Hotel in Fremantle
he rang up and he said
he had
brought this man to me when he wanted some work done. He was
the manager of Burns Philp, a fellow called Harvey Pugh; a
-

-

-

magnificent man, came from very humble beginnings. Started
washing bottles in the cellar and ended up manager, and a very
good one. He said, "1 think I've got a job for you, mate, and
he's very interested in you. He was very impressed about you
when you did that work."
AT
mean?

What work was that? As a member of Parliament you

JEFFERY
Yes. Yes, I got some things fixed up in the Act,
anomalies in the Liquor Act. Any rates, so I went down and seen
him. He was a man [who] made quick decisions. At that time I
had put in and would have won
a fellow called Brown, the
secretary of the Timber Workers Union which was a big union in
those days; it's small now, I know, but we're talking about 1962
when the war was over. They were building houses like they were
going out of fashion and the demand for timber alone, every mill
in the sou'west couldn't knock enough timber out, and the
membership of that union was very big. Today it's only
and of
course mechanisation has destroyed the work force. Any rates,
Brown had been going to a meeting in the sou'west and he didn't
feel well, and he pulled the car up and got out of it. He had
somebody else with him. He got out of the car and fell flat on
his face. So to elect a successor the union called for
nominations of six or seven starters. I forget now, it might
have been more, but I would have won it.
-

-
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But you pulled out after you got this job, did you?

AT

Well, the actual ballot was on when it happened.
JEFFERY
See, the ballot was open for about six weeks for the disability
of getting all the workers voting and everything else, and I
and I
would have won it. And the figures showed at the end
was sweating on it. When this came out of the blue, the offer
of a job, and oh God, you know, in my own heart I would have
-

sooner taken on the union work, but I was in the beggars can't
be choosers situation. I couldn't afford to say no to the offer
of the job and then find I didn't win the ballot, so I played
safe. And the other thing was, he rang me and said, "Now,
you've got two days", two days, mind you. On the Friday
afternoon
because he had to tell the head office in Sydney.
"You've got two days to make a decision, and", he said, "get out
of where you are." I had to get out of the Crown Law and they
were most generous. They accepted my resignation and short time
and all that, and I went there.
-

AT

Did you actually withdraw from the ballot?

JEFFERY
Yes, I had to then. I wrote and told them that as
I have been offered and have accepted
Mrs Anne Brown. I can
see her as I speak. She was the
she'd been the head girl in
that office for many years. So I wrote them a letter and said,
"Look, as I have been offered and have accepted other
employment, please withdraw my name from the ballot."
-

-

AT

What were the financial implications of losing your
seat, considering you didn't get any superannuation?

JEFFERY

Well, I came out with nothing. I came out, as I
said, with what I saved out of the £800. If I said 850 I might
be exaggerating. After I'd paid for my election and all that I
don't think I had £250 and there was no pension, nothing.
AT
Did you take an active part in the party after
you'd lost your seat?

JEFFERY
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No. No, I had twelve months on this job
establishing myself as a temporary civil servant. Then when I
took this job I was away in the bush every week. Four weeks out
of every five I'd leave home Monday morning and come back
Thursday night late.
AT

Was this with the hotel?

JEFFERY

Travelling for Burns Philp.

AT

Oh, for Burns Philp.

JEFFERY
Then subsequently they sent me up north. I used to
go away for three or four weeks at a time. Fly everywhere of
course, didn't drive a car round there. And I loved it, I'm not
knocking it. I loved it, I met beautiful people. [As a] matter
of fact one of the interesting characters I met is now a top
Labor boy. He's a Minister in the present Government. And I
came back to Perth and I told Joe Chamberlain. I said, "I've
met a bloody champion member for the Labor Party up north." He
said, "You have?" He said, "Where?" I said, "This bloke will
win", and the Liberals had the seat. I said, "This bloke' 11 win
it." I said, "I've never met
he is outstanding", and I still
have that belief. He said, "Where d'you meet him?" I said,
"Halls Creek."
-

We had among other things
he didn't have a liquor licence. I
used to have to go out to Halls Creek for the hotel, but we were
the country agents for Schweppes cool drinks in those days.
They weren't as big in WA as they are now. They hadn't come
over and Burns Philp were their Western Australian agents. I
-

used to call down to his bakehouse and his shop for the order
for Schweppes, and he was also the agent for MMA, where I had to
go to confirm my booking to
-

AT
JEFFERY

So who are we talking about?

Ernie Bridge. He and his brother between them, his
brother ran the bakehouse and was the baker; Ernie ran the

JEFFERY
business. He also had a station out the back. I said, "This
man is outstanding." I said, "It's hard to tell you." I said,
"Put it this way. With all the prejudices around he's been the
president of the shire council for twelve years. That's how
you've got to meet
good he was." And I said, "When you meet
this man." I said, "He's got a charisma that's all his own."
said, "He's a very humble bloke, a very talented man." I said
he would win the seat and he subsequently did, and he'll stay
there as long as he cares to. He's got a great talent about him
and to me he was outstanding in every sense of the word. You
know, his personal attitude, his attitude to people in the shop.
Everyone loved Ernie Bridge and he was just being Ernie Bridge.
He wasn't making a conscious effort to impress me or anyone
else.
-

AT

What did you feel you achieved as a member of

Parliament?
JEFFERY
Well, of course, when we were in the
I was
disappointed very much. I didn't think I'd achieved anything.
I'd done everything right as far as the party was concerned.
I'd said all the things that should be said in party matters,
but the one big thing that stuck in my gut, and thanks to
yourself I'm making a statement of fact, the one thing I could
see and it was screaming was electoral reform, because the whole
thing
it didn't matter what you talked about, the whole thing
was futile because when the numbers went up it always came up
the same numbers. Nothing was based on the quality of the
argument or the quality of debate or anything, it was based on
the fact that we got the numbers. It was an arrogant exercise
dating back to the colonial days. People don't
you know, ours
is the most backward House when you think about it. When you
think in Queensland, we all sling off about the state their
Government's reached in the last twenty years, that they had got
rid of the Legislative Council in 1924, I think it was. Frankly
I think it could be got rid of in Western Australia. I don't
think it has any great value.
-

-

-
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AT
The Legislative Council is regarded as the number
one House. It's always mentioned first in Hansard and that kind
of thing.
JEFFERY

Yes.

AT

What do you think of that arrangement?

JEFFERY
Oh, I think that's an ego trip. I do. I think it
has no
it has one great value, in the snobbery. In the old
days when the rich were the have-ails, it had the snobbery of
rank. It went along with all the decorations that can be given,
half of which were given for reasons
Ned Kelly was hung for
the activities he was engaged in. Some of these people have
been decorated for very similar activities [laughs]
You know,
buy the people, sell the people and to hell with the people, the
American version of democracy as opposed to Abraham Lincoln and
-

-

.

I think, you know, it stuck in my gut to see the pomp and the
circumstance and the arrogance. It had to be seen to be
believed. It was fading fast. I didn't see it at its best, I
only saw it well on the way out, you know, when they treated the
staff up there as, well, much lesser than they were. You know,
I think they were worse treated than [by] the English aristocrat
in his own castle. I think that frankly one House of Parliament
in Western Australia, the Assembly, would cover everything as
well as it does in Queensland.
AT

Do you ever regret becoming a member of Parliament?

JEFFERY

Well, in the light of everything that's happened
since, yes and no. Sometimes I think it was six years wasted.
It puts a taint on you in a way. It's marvellous how, when a
couple of good jobs came along that I ran second in, you know,
and I think, well, why keep running second and the only thing I
could think of was the people on selection committees allow
their personal politics to make judgments, not based on whether
you can do the job.
AT

Which jobs are you referring to?
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Well, I had the offer of a couple of very good
JEFFERY
private jobs. I didn't have the offer, I put in for them and
was in the last few. I was in the last couple for the Public
they
Service Commission of all places, and I didn't go round
could never throw it in my lap as far as I went round knocking
on his door. Frankly, I suppose I've always been too
independent. Even right now at my age I have no pensions or
anything. I'm still existing on money that I saved and when I
look around I think, well, yes, it's all right talking big when
you think my wife still works part-time. So it's not as good
I'm not trying to make it look as good as people might
as
think, because I'm not. Because if I was as good as I would
have you believe my wife wouldn't even be working at all, but I
have no pensions, I've made no claim for any pensions and this
is foolishness at its worst. I suppose this is one of the
reasons, independence; I don't know. But the disappointment in
some of my so-called friends and colleagues, if I never met them
again it wouldn't do me any harm because they never did me much
good once I was defeated. I had the feeling, and I can see it
even now although I'm not close, very close, there's a feeling
of, you know, no further use on the voyage, and as you get
older, of course, that becomes more apparent too.
-

-

When I see some of the things that have been done by certain
individuals, when you read about Federal members who can't live
on their pension, and I talk about a man who retired in the last
week or two to take on an adviser's job, it makes me wonder.
Then of course I see other people retiring on fairly substantial
pensions. I'm not agin the pension, good luck to them, but then
they immediately go straight into a job and the job can only
come from one or two sources, the Federal or the State
Government. I do get bitter about it because I have absolutely
nothing, not a thing. My family have borne it since and I've
said to my two boys, "You go for your life and make a success of
what you bloody do, and if anyone says anything about your old
man, speak well of me as a son, yes, all that, but don't enter
into any bloody political arguments because that won't do you
any good and it might do you harm."

41

JEFFERY

AT
So, if you hadn't become a member of Parliament, do
you think you would have had a better opportunity to develop a
career outside?
Yes, yes, I would've. As we move closer, I say
JEFFERY
the real
closer to the present generation, I think that's one
monument Labor has built itself in my book is the availability
of education. I know a lot of people use it up, a lot of money
is wasted in it, but that's the one thing I'm eternally grateful
for. I see my own daughter, who was here, left just before you
came unfortunately, she's getting her chance of a higher
education because the Federal Government is financing it. In my
day, because of my circumstance I went overnight from riches to
rags. I had to get out and earn a quid, there was no finesse
about it. Start and get out and earn money. My mother was a
beautiful old lady, no argument about that either, but you were
too busy earning a quid. In those days you worked hard
physically. You see, you had to go to physical work to get real
money. You heard me mention the pay as a police cadet and as an
office boy and junior clerk. They had to get out where you bent
your back and worked hard.
-

AT
What differences do you see in politics today from
when you were a member of Parliament?
JEFFERY
Well, it may be old age, of course. They say old
age makes us all into conservatives, but I think the
conservatives are as conservative as they ever were. They're
not quite as arrogant, that's why they run all over the road.
In the old days they could afford, they could stand up to it
all. They didn't have to worry about
I think television's had
a big bearing too. You can see the sods in action in public
places. You know, you read it in the newspaper when it was
being edited by the subeditor then the editor and it came out
beautiful. But when you can see them making the same mistakes
as you and I make in a public place, you realise they're only
human and they can't retract one word of it, it's coming through
loud and clear. I think TV
I know it can be used in many
-

-

dreadful ways, but it has that great element of truth in a
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public place. If you've got it it comes out and if you haven't
got it it comes out, so I think TV has been a magnificent thing.
I think Labor's great monument and ultimately will be education
because as people learn to think they get the right answer; two
and two do make four and people realise that's true. In the old
days they could make two and two and the answer could be five if
they wanted it to be.
AT
You've said to me that some of your friends were on
the opposite side of the political fence while you were a member
of Parliament.
JEFFERY

Yes.

AT

And do you think that happens to the same extent?

JEFFERY
Oh, I think so. I've got no great argument against
it. You know, there's limitations to that too, but, you know,
some of the people on the other side, some of their wives were
very nice people and all that to meet them socially. Politics
to me is like boxing; you get in and do your best while you're
in the ring, or playing football, do your best while you're in
the arena, but you can't fight it every moment of the day. I
think if you do you lose your pep, you become jaded yourself.
You've got to rest up and read up, charge your batteries for
another round, you know.
Oh, I think overall it probably did me a world of good, a
wonderful experience and I think probably the thing that, as I
say, was people that you worked hard for as individuals because
they were in the party, when the time came when they could have
done something for you
and I didn't want anything big, all I
needed was a job; cold hard facts, I needed a job. I didn't see
anyone and I didn't go and ask them either, but when I look at
people, you know, I meet a certain bloke and his wife now and
they say, "Oh, George, here's our old friend George", and I
think, yes, old friend all right. Acquaintance is a better
word, you know.
-

END OF TAPE TWO SIDE ONE
END OF INTERVIEW

