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the question of education—I am sorry the
Minister for Education is not in his seat
—} always commend that hon. gentleman
for his administration of that depart-
ment. T have done so before and T re-
peat it. Bnut T think one mistake he has
made, and to which the member for Swan
has already referred, is with regard to
compelling the children to stay at homs
on one day in every three weeks. It may
seem a small affair bat it is a great deal
in a child’s life. Some members have inter-
Jected that it is to teach them polities.
Eivery child wants to know why it is eom-
pelled to stay at home on one particular
day. The child’s father will perhaps
give one explanation and someone else
will give another, but the truth will dawn
on that child, as the member for Katan-
ning has stafed, and it is perfectly right
that the Government eannot afford to pay
the teacher’s salary, T was glad to hear
that the arrangement was merely a tem-
porary one, and the sooner it ceases the
better T shall bhe pleased.  During last
session I moved in the direction of a
committee being appointed from this
Honse to eco-operaie with a committee
from the other House to deal with amend-
ments and differences that might arise in
regard to Bills.  That joint committee
roet, and if the session had lasted a little
longer it would have arrived at a solution
of the diffienlty. T desire to say now that
on the first conventent opportunity T in-
tend to move that that committee be re-
appointed to continue the labours it be-
gan last session, and T hope this time
those labours will be ecarried to a& sue-
cessful conclusion, and that the effect will
he the elimination of a lot of bitterness
in diseussion.

[The Deputy Speaker (Mr. McDowall)
took the Chair.)

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [9.50]: 1
intend to bhe very brief in my remarks
bot T cannot let the occasion pass with-
out reverting back to the last Address-
in-reply. T think it was on the night of
the Sth Necember, when the mémber for
Irwin, the then leader of the Country
party, gave ufterance to sentiments
which, had they been place@ nnder the
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heading of the speech delivered by the
new leader of the party two evenings
azo wonld have been found to be almost
idenfical. "The sentiments that were ut-
tered by our leader, so far as we have
been able to see up to date, have been
supporied generally this session. 1t is
now a generally accepted idea that =a
fruece should now prevail, and as a mem-
ber of the Country party 1 am quite
willing and prepared that this truce
shonld be carried through to its legiti-
mate conclusion, so that the greatest good
might be done to the preatest number.
The Ministerial side of the House say
they weleome criticism se long as it is
not of a carping nature, but at the same
time, as the representative of the York
electorate, there are certain things that
I recuire some information about, and 1
feel sure that Ministers will he pre-
pared to furnish it. There are certain
things which are making the atmosphere
rather heavy at the present Lime and 1
ask that these will be cleared up, and
that the suspicion which prevails that
proper British fair play is not being
dealt out to certain individuals will he
removed. Ministers will admit that in
all my transactions with them T have en-
deavoured to be as fair as possible, anil
in asking for information I hope that
straightforward answers will be given,
partieularly in regard to the State Im-
plement Works.

The Minister for Works: You can have
the papers on the Table.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: C(Certain matters
have been placed before me which nake
me tather dounbtful, bui the Minister
assures us that everything will be found
to he correct, and T hope that that will
be so. The member for Leonora, speak-
ing last evening in conneection with the
proposal to amend the Mines Regulation
Act, made an appeal for fair considera-
tion for that measure. T can assure the
hon. member that T have seen a great deal
of the suffering that is prevalent amongst
miners, and T am speaking on behalf of
the party generally when 1 say that any-
thing that ean he done will be done to
ameliorate the condition of those men
who are undergoing what is practically
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a living death. 1 gather that a Bill has
already been before this ¥louse and the
inference 1 drew was that it was un-
reasonable in its scope. We do not know
what the scope of the proposed Bill is
likely to be, and before it is inirodueced
we would like to get some information
about i, but I can assure the House that
if the measure will be for the benefit of
the miners and calculated to better their
working conditions, it will receive our
earnest sympathy and consideration.
With regard to the Land Aect, T was de-
lighted to hear that an amending Bill was
to be brought forward this session. As
members know, at the conclusion of last
session, the Country party almost to a
man entered a prolest when the Bill
was dropped at the end of the session.
Move particularly did that measure affeet
my electorate and the neighbouring elec-
torate. They were looking for relief from
that measure, and those who had gone out
on to waste spaces, and were endcavoir-
ing to battle through, had hoped fo
derive some measure of assistance
with rent arrears.  The association
of which T am a member has as one
of its pnneiples that the Government
should allow those outside the 12% mile
radins from a railway to hold their land
for the first five yvears free from rental,
or until railway facilities are provided.
The taunt has often heen thrown across
this House that farmers should pay their
debts. This taunt is, to my way of think-
ing, cowardly. thrown out as it is fo a
hody of men who are deserving of the
best we ean give them so that they might
win through. I will give an instance of
a gentleman who this year is unable to
foot the bill. I will suppress his name
but any member can have it after the
debate. This gentleman attended a lecture
at Secarborough, delivered my Mr. Ran-
ford, who dilated upon the great conntry
which was waifing in Western Australia
to he oceupied, and that land could be got
at from 10s. 6d. an acre, that schools were
provided for children, and thaf railways
would be built before the crop was ready
to be taken off. So far as the school is
concerned, one of this gentleman’s boys
had to walk 714, miles until a farmer
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living closer to it agreed to house the lad,
who then spent only the week ends with
bis parenis. The individual in question
is 26 miles from a railway. He applied
for the land when he came here and ex-
perienced great difficulty in gettingit. He
finally met Mr. Ranford, who had come out
from England a fortnight later, and Mr.
Ranford gave him a letter to the officer
in charge of the Litho. Department, npon
whose strong recommendation he took up
the land he is now settled upon, land which
is mostly morrell country, He has farmed
in every possible way, but the three or
four bad seasons, and the distance he is
from a railway, and the cost of clearing
the land, which amounted to 30s. an acre,
have resulted in the swallowing up of the
£2,000 capital which ke brought with him
and now he bas had to apply for help
from the Assistance Board.

The Minister for Mines: Did he have
£2,0007

Mr. GRIFFITHS: He did. The threat
was made a little while ago that all
arrears of rents were to be taken out of
the first vear’s crop. This oceasioned a
graat deal of atarm, especially as the
amending Bill was dropped last session.

The Minister for Works: That Bill
would apply all round and not to any
one party.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Bill, I under-
stand, is to be reintroduced and will
remedy the position. 1 wounld like to
state whal has taken pilaee in some of the
other States. Tn Queensland possession
is given on payment of half of the cost
of survey. Tn South Australia payments
were extended under existing agree-
ments to 64 years with special exemp-
tion for the first 10 years. In New Sounth
Wales possession is given on one small
payment, and nothing further is de-
manded for five vears. The Victorian
Lands Commission, sitting in 1914,
found that rents for the first four years
shonld be very low, provided the lessee
resided and improved, and also that it
was useless to defer rents and then de-
mand payment in full out of one har-
vest, as it left the settler in a worse posi-
tion than hefore. Obviously it is un-
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fair to take all the rent out of the pro-
fits of one year’s crop. In reference to
the Yilliminning-Merredin line, I must
say the people out there have had bad
treatment. At a banquet at Bruce Rock
the late Minister for Lands definitely
promised them the line. Many of these
people are living 30 miles out, and it
means ruin to them if they are not to
have the railway. The Minister has
since declared that he did not say ex-
actly what he was reported to have said,
but I can assure the House that I was
there and heard it. Some of the settlers
in that distriet have 1o cart water 15
miles, and are 26 miles or more from the
station. They have been hanging on
wailing for the railway, and it completely
broke them up when they learnt the other
day that the Premier had told the Esper-
ance people that the Esperance line
would be built straight away,

The Minister for Works: The Yilli-
minning rallway was authorised after
the other.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In regard to the
Industries Assistance Beoard [ am in
sympathy with the member for Bever-
ley (Mr. Wansbrough) : Probably I have
handied more cases through that board
than has any other member. In all T
deall with some 400 eases.

The Minister for Mines: All in your
own electorate?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Not all of them,
Mr. Camm, Mr, Byrnes, Mr. Lowes and
other members of the board have been
most helpful to me in my endeavours to
get assistance for various settlers, bui I
must say I cannot see why it should be
necessary for farmers to get their repre-
sentatives to interpose on their behalf.
When we find six or seven letters sent
to the board without attention it sog-
gests that something is wrong.

The Minister for Mines: They have
had so much to do, and so little time to do
1% in.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Some extraordin-
ary things have occurred. Last week a
man told me that he had asked for two
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tons of super, and that when he wenf ¢
the siding he found two tons of brar
waiting for him. Many appalling thing:
have occurred in connection with the
board, and whilst we cannot hold Mr
Camm responsible, we must admit tha
there is something radically wrong. It
the early stages of the operations of th
board Mr. Paterson and Mr, Sutton werq
each taking a prominent part, but I ean
not help thinking it was a great mis
take to put those gentlemen on the
board.

The Minister for Works:  You saic
last session that Mr. Sutton was one ol
the best of our men,

Mr. GRIFFITHS, Yes, but he shoul¢
have been relieved of his other duties.

The Minister for Works: He was.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No, all day long
department after department was ring

ing him up on subjeects outside the
scope of the Industries Assistanc
Board. He had too much to do, anc

neither he nor Mr. Paterson was given ¢
fair chance to carry out the board’
work, I am sorry the Minister for Rail
ways is not here, becanse I desired ic
bring under his notice the questior
of handling the erop. 1 have beer
assured by his seeretary that something
has been arrived at, but I would have
liked a definite assurance from the Min-
ister in public. T am sorry, too, that the
Honorary Minister (Hon. R. H. Under:
wood) is not here, for I wished to con-
gratulate him on his good sense in falling
in with the wishes of the ladies in regard
to the maternity hospital. T referred the
other night to the carriage of newspapers
on the railways, and the incident was
published in the newspaper under the
heading of “Tax on Knowledge,” and i
finished up with the word “Laughter.”
It may have been amusing to the Pre-
mier. who treated it in light and airy
fashion, but it is not amusing to the
people most concerned. The other day
I was on a siding when the mother
of a boy at the front asked me if T had
the latest newspaper, and if I had any
pews of what was going on. This was
only an isolated instance, but I have come
aeross dozens of the sort, There appears
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to be no arrangement between the Federal
postal authorities and our Railway De-
partment in regard to the ecarrying of
mails,

Mr, Heitmann ; Of course there is.

AMlr. GRIFFITHS: Well, no mail is
carried on that railway, or on the Wongan
Hills railway, either.

The Minister for Mines: That is a
maller for the postal authorities.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 do not know what
the arrangement is, but there seems to
be something in the way of mails being
carried on that railway. Apart from the
weekly mail it is impossible for the people
up there to get newspapers except by
‘paying 3d. freight. 1t is no' trifling
matier to those people. It is all very
well for men in the City, who get their
morning paper, and in the afternoon get
their Daily News.

The Minister for Mines: The country
people have much to be thankful for in
being spared the Traily News.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Gregory has
hrought up the matter in the House of
Representatives, and I believe he inter-
viewed the Minister for Lands when that
gentleman was in Melbourne recently. It
is lo see if the postal authorities eannot
be shaken up in some way that T have
brought this matter forward. 1 bhave
little more to say this evening, Sufficient
has already been said on the guestion of
patriotism. e all feel the gravity of
the present position. Many members have
their sons at the war, and we who are
left must see to it that when they come
back they suffer no detriment for their
patriofism.

Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) [10.15]: As
the Governor’s Speech was very brief and
as most members who have spoken on the
Address-in-reply have also been very
brief, T intend to follow the example set.
In common with other members, I noticed
mention of the bountiful rains which have
fallen throughout Western Australia. For
the first time for two or three seasons
the so-called dry areas are going to come
into their own as regards the production
of wheat. It is quite cheering to go into
these so-called dry areas ai present and
find men who 12 months ago were exceed-
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inzly pessimistic as to the outlook, speak-
ing in the most hopeful terms of their in-
tentions for the future. Only a few
months ago many settlers in those por-
tions of the State were talking of leaving
the country, but T am pleased to kuow
that with the return of rain there has
been a return of optimism, and I think
that these portions of the State will rank
as one of the leading wheat-producing
belts in the whole of the Commonwealth.
It is expected that Western Australia
will produce 20 million bushels of wheat
this year, and if this optimistic forecast
is realised it’ will be an increase of 50
per cent. over the last good yield in 1913.
The Minister for Lands has predicted
that we will require six million bushels
for home consumption and seed wheat,
and that will leave 14 million bushels
available for export.

The Minister for Mines: It is a risky
thing to venture into the realms of pro-
phecy.

Mr. GREEN: Seeing that the season is
s¢ promising it is as well to look on the
bright side when other things around ap-
pear so dark. The Commonwealth exported
42 million bushels of wheat in 1913, which
was a fairly good year. If Western Aus-
tralia exports 14 mllion bushels this year,
it will be equal to one-third of the Com-
monwealth exportations in 1913. That
goes to show of what any resident of this
State must necessarily become more
firmly convinced the longer he resides
here, namely, that Western Australia
must undoubtedly become one of the
greatest States of the Commonwealth in
all respects. It has been mentioned times
without number that our gold production
represents over one-half of the produetion
of the Commonwealth, and it is cheering
to think that the production of wheat
will 1n two or three years place Western
Australia in the leading position among
the States of the Commonwealth. When
we remember also that we are the leading
timber State of the union, it makes one
realise that Western Australia must
shortly become a very important factor
in the Commonwealth. Reference is made
in the Speech to the number of miles of
railroad which has been opened, Western
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Australia with its sparse population of
330,000, or thereabouts, has a mileage
of railroad very litile below that of any
vt the sister States. We have one mile
for every 100 of our population, or over
twice the mileage per head of the average
for the Commonwealth, This means de-
velopment, and if there is one thing more
thhan another which this Jarge State, cov-
ering, as it does, one-third of the area
of Australia, and baving only a small
population requires, it is money. I am
not too sanguine as to what the position
m regard to the public works policy will
be after Qetober next. 1t is vain to at-
tempt to burke the fact that this
State will be 1n a very parlous
condition as regards its public works
poliey after October unless the war is
ended before, and none of us is sufficiently
sanguine to think that such will be the
case, As it is impossible to borrow money
from the Old Country during the war,
and as the Commonwealth is absorbing
the available capital for ifs war loan,
there 1s only one avenune from which the
State may derive funds, The key-note
ot {vnce pronounced by the deputly leader
of the Opposition in his excellent speech
the other evening, will have to be borne
out in a tangible way hy the direet Oppo-
sition and those on the cross henches by
supporting the (Government in passing
taxation proposals of some description.
If sueh proposals are not brought for-
ward this session it will be necessary ¢o
introduce them early next session, and
we shall then see the atfitude towards
Western Australia of the so-called
patriots who are asking the mnnemployed
to go to the front as a means of obtain-
ing employment. The Bill providing for
tlie taxation of incomes and amusements,
sent to another place a few months ago,
was turned down, and yet if hon. mem-
bers in that Chamber were accused of
not being patriots they would feel highly
indignant at the accusation. TWhat did
the proposals mean? They meant that
a man getting £157 per annum would
be required to pay 5d. per week; a man
getting £300, such as many members of
this House have to depend upon, wonld
have to pay 1s. 2d. per week, and a man
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getting £1,000 per annum would have t¢
pay only 9s. 5d. per week, or an amount
which members in this House receiving
£300 per annum are alt the present

time voluntarily subseribing fo the
tands  of this State, It 1s hard
for me to believe that gentlemen,

who on the one hand claim to be patriots
and on the other withheld those proposals
from the statute-hook, are in earnest,
and 1t 1s time the workers hesitated aboui
taking the advice to go to the froni when
instrueled by men of that deseription.
The member for Swau (Mr. Nairm)—I
regret he is not in his seat—stated last
year, during the unemployed trouble, “It
is not’ possible to give every worker a
full day’s work and a regular day’s wage
in these particnlar times.! The Govern-
ment alL the time admitted that such was
the position, Consequently, as the taxa-
tion proposals were turned down, the
Government had to seek other ways of
saving monev. The proposal was then
made that each public servant should for-
feit 7.89 per cent. of his working time,
for which he had to suffer a corresponding
reduction of income. No one would sup-
pose for a minufe that these employees
would be paid the same wages for work-
ing less time. As a natural corollary,
the Education Department had to fall in
line with other departments of the ser-
vice, and rightly so. Because of the
turning down of the taxation proposals
for which the hon. member’s friends in
another place were responsible—there is
not the slightest doubt that the Liberal
party in that so-called non-party House
were responsible—our children are los.
ing one day’s schooling in every three
weeks. To accuse the Government of
being lukewarm towards education becaust
they were forced into this position i
absolutely unfair. The hon. member must
know that through the present Govern:
ment we have a free school of mines. free
technical school and a free university
This is one of the few places, indeec
the onlv place, so far as I recollect
where there is free education from the
kindergarten to the university, and for
this the present Government are respon
gible. Onr expenditure on education i
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1914 was  £357,000, an increase of
£93.000 per annum over the expenditnre
during the last vear of the term of the
previous Government. That ought to
supply a complete answer to anyv stale-
ment with regard (o the aileged laxity
of the present (iovernmment towards the
eduvation system. The ox-leader of the
Country party, in dealing with the State
trading concerns, rightly pointed out
that they, to many members on the Op-
position benches, were like King Charles’
head to that well-known character in
“PDavid Copperfield.”” The member for
Swan has made it clear time afler time
that he differs from the Labour party.
prineipally hecause they have gone in
for State enterprises on lines which he
considers Dbring them into competition
with private concerns He has frankly
said many times that he 15 prepared al
all times to uphold the Labour party in
securing the highest wages possible for
the manual labourer, but I would like
to ask him and other members of the
Opposition who have wmade a  strong
point of attack on these trading eon-
cerns whieh particular one they desive
to have abolished? Would it be the milk
supply, a small concern in itself. but one
which has been rvesponsible for saving
the lives of hundreds of children in fhe
Children’s Hospital. and which has sup-
plied with beneficial results the metro-
politan hospitals also? T make bold to
say that the hon. mewber  would
not favonr the abolition of the Stale
milk supply. Would the hon. member
have heen amninst the workers’ homes
scheme whieh was responsible for bwmld-
ing 1,500 homes in the metropolitan
area and other parts of the State and
which have been responsible undoubt-
edly for the drop in the rents in
the metropolitan area? T wanld fur-
ther make bhold to say that he
would not be against that partieular
proposal, and that he would not
be prepaved fo wo and fight that work-
ers’ home scheme on the public plat-
form. Would he then be against the
State Tmplement Works? If he were so.
T take it he would be af sixes and sevens
with eertain members of his party who
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represent country districts, Suech a
hide-bound Tory as the member For Kat-
anning (Mr, Thomson), when i1t comes
to State enterprises, would be very loath
lo say that he was against the eontrol
of the implement{ works by the State.
Would he, then, be against State steam.

¢rs  and  other State enterprises ?
If so, he would he against the
avowed policy of he present leader
of the Opposition, who declared
upon the public platform, when
sceking re-eleetion in 1911, that if

the meat trouble continued he was pre-
pared to put on steamers for the North-
West in order that cheap meat might be
hrought to the dours of the people of the
meftropolitan and goldfields aveas. Whilsrt
State steamers have been the com-
mion point of attack with many mem-
bers i this Chamber sitting in Opposi-
tion? | think we can make this assertion
withont fear of contradietion, that what-
ever Government get into power in this
Housé there is none that would dare to’
abolish the State steamers which have
been iustituted by the Scaddan Govern-
ment—that, notwithstanding the most
venemous attacks made upon it by the
members of the Opposition and the daily
T'ress of the metropolitan arean.  The
State steamers have undouhtedly becn
responsible for lowering and =teadving
the price of meat throughout parts

of the State n° the South-West
in  the metropolitan area, and inthe- -
coldfields distriels. As Mr. Knibbs,
the . Commonwealth Statistician, has

pointed out, Western Australia has heen
the only State in the Commonwealth
where the price of meat has not -in-
ereased during the past two years, ™ To
my mind, at any rate, the State steamers
are solely responsible for that position

of affairs. The State steamer: roule
along  the North-West coast  af this
State is the only roule along the
coast of the Commonwealth where
the fares have not inereased during
the last two vears. That, too, 1s

solelvy due to the inauguration of the
State steamship service. Would the hon.
member, or any of his colleagues, say
that the State sawmills have been an
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altogether bad undertaking? 1s it not a

fact that a large area of vur timber
counfry, the karei country in  par-
ficular. has  not  yvef been handed
over  to private  hauds, and that
the fact of our having State saw-

mills has made it possible for the Gov-
ernment. being intevested in the enter-
prise, to keep o sufficient number of men
at work who had been thrown out of
private cmploviment in the timber in-
dustry, and whose employment repre-
sented an amount in wages of £100,008,
which they wotld not have veeeived
through the ihmber industry it ihe State
had not embarked upon 1#?  kven if
the State sawmills are hearing the dis-
tress of this partienlary bad time of in-
dustrial depression, which natupally fol-
lows upon the war, other privaie saw.
mills are similarly feeling the effects of
the times. So muech has this heen the
case that a gentleman who stands for
private enterprise, pretty well oo all
oecasions, rose in his seat in another
place and had the temerity to ask the
Covernment for assistance for privately
owned sawmilling works, in the Sonth-
West, becanse  of the parlous con-
dition inte  which  ihey had fallen.
Would any member of the Opposition
he game, aller a visit to the Stale brick-
works, Lo assert that these are nof a sne-
cess at the present time? 1 confend thal
with the workers’ homes in operation.
and that with the vasi amount of publie
works zoing on which vequive bricks for
their proper construetion, it was abso-
luiely necessary, owing to the high price
of bricks that was heing maintained ia
the metropolitan avea, fhat these works
sheuld e esiablished.  tn thar area the
prive of hricks was £3 3¢, per thousand,
and the Government did quite right to
step in and supply that commodity them-
selves to the building pubhe, 1t may be
news (0 hon. members vpposile. who have
nof visifed the brick works. to know that
bricks are heing made by the State for
J3s. per ihousand, and that the price of
bricks to the private buyver before the in-
anguration of these works was £3 5s. per
thousand, This has been one of the bene-
ficent results which has followed in the
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irain of many of our Slate enterprises..
They have had the effect of steadying the:
private exploiter, awd the private em-
ployer and supplier bas had of necessity
to keep his priees in line with tbhal of the
Ntate enterprises i many cases,  With
onr  Government  enterprises  paying,
there is nu reason in the world why the
jrrivate emplover should not continue to
keejr prives at {hat level and still imake a
fair profit, There is one other matter in
the Governor's Speeeh which of course is
very | learing to we as a goldhields wem-
ber, and rhat ix the intimation that the
Mines Regnlation Aet is to be broonght
Forward again this session. I appeal, as
ofher members have done, 10 those sitiing
on the oppozite side of the House {o see
that the miners of this country are wiven
every consideratton, and thal so great a
proportion of the industrial workers in
this State receive a fair deal by being
lelped through the medium of (his par-
ticular legislation, No one who has re-
sided on the Goldfields for auy nouher
of years. as | have done. ecan Iail to he
struck by tbe faet that numbers of men.
whom one could eall 1o mind several vears
ago us being healthy and robust, have n
49 cases out of 100, where they conlinued
tog fallow up the wmining industry, had
their health rnined beeause of the dusty
and nnhealthy eonditions under which
they work. The matter of wages is not
one that comes into the question at all.
There ts a matter far above the yuestion
of wages, und fhat is the question of
health, It is nat only of primary im-
poriance to the worker himself but it is
a primary mmporiance to the dependanis
of the worker, the wife and the famiiy.
1t ig nothing less than inhuman and erpel
that 1 a couniry like Wesiern Anstrahia,
whielt is regarded as the workers’ para-
dise, and is the workers’ paradise in manv
respects, flns deserving portion of the
communily shonld be neglected sa long
for the sake of dividends. I contend that
this small alteration which is requiret will
not affect the fquesiion of dividends to anv
appreciable degree. Even if it did so T
think thal our position wonld not be more
responsihle or less weichty on that ac.
count, and that i would he just as neeceg
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siary for us to see {hat healthy conditions
exist in that industry, and which ecan he
made o exigl in that indunstry just as in

any ather. Soiely these men are worthy

of  as  mueh  ronsideration  as  any
other  portion  of  the  eommuniby.
They have not  bLeen less  loval  or

less brave than any oiher section of the
people.  As a matier ol faet, when the
call came from our great Empire (o Aus-
tralia for men to enlist for the front the
proporiion of men who enlisted from
the mining industry, according to DMr.
Knibbs, is shown to he second only to fhat
of the Sheavers’ Ution. The proportion of
miners who have enlisted for the front
has been 8.24 per cent. of the total num-
ber able to enlist, that is between the
ages of 18 and 45. Others, however, who
were not in unions averaged, according to
Mr. Knibbs, who is not a Labour poli-
tician, but 13 the Government Siatisfician
and a man of repute and abihity, showed
a proportion of only four per cent., whigh
is less than half of what the miners’ union
contributed towards this great struggle in
which we are enguged. The average for
the whole of the unionists of Ausiralia is
*6.77 per cent, It is not iy desire to draw
comparisons, and indeed it would he
somewhat unseemly to draw compavisons,
between the number of unionists eligible
te go fo the fronl who have enlisted, and
the proportion of non-untonisis; bat T
think we should take note of the faet that
the men who are so frequently cavilled at
as having no stake in the country, did.
when the great call for help came from
the Empire, send 6.77 per cent. of their
number {o ihe front ax asainst four per
eent. of non-umonists. That is on the
figures of Mr. Knihbs, [ do not desire to
detain the House, but | wish to mention
also that the miners of Western Australia
and the miners of Broken Hill were the
first to land at Gaba Tepe. They were
the men pieked to land first, hecause of
the fact that they were well accustomed
to the use of digeing tools, which was
necessary Lo enivench themselves arainst
the fire of the enewmy. It is a proud re-
cord that the miners of the Common-
wealth, the miners of Western Australia
and Broken Hill. were the first to land on
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what has already become a red letter dav
i the history of Australia, I trust, there-
fore, that the ¢lass of men who have dane
so much for the prestige of Bnitish
will  receive consideration
at  the hands of members of
Chamber. Moreover. an  indusiry
which  hag  already  patd 25 millioms
in dividends in tlns State aione ran
surely afford decent conditions under
whicli the miners may continue their or-
dinary c¢mployment, The present war
naturally overshadows everything else, as
the member for Canning (Mr. Robinson)
has said. It is a time sueh as this that
takes rhe hitferness out of party feeling,
because we recognise that we have all to
stand shoulder to shoulder to meet the
common enemy. I cannot refrain from
expressing my regret that in this age,
after 2,000 years of Christianity, and
after thonsands of years of the evolution
of civilisation, we who pride ourselves
npen huving advanced so far along the
road of enlightenment, should find our-
selves in what may be termed the eradle
of our race in Burope involved in a fra-
tricidal! struggle. Because, whilst we are
now melined to say harsh things against
the Teutonic race, we eannot blind our-
selves fo the fact Lhal [hey are a wonder-
ful race, and that the Rritish, as well as
the other nations of Europe., have much
to learn from the Gerwmans, From what
T know of the German people, of German
acquaintances of mine in Australia, I ferl
sure that it is really nol the German
people who are responsible for the pre-
sent struggle. That responsibility rests
largely on the Prussianising system (hat
unfartunately has evown up in the Ger-
man Empire. So far as the future i con-
cerned, my personal view is that Hagcue
conventions, and melhods of that kind.
are absolutely futile for ihe prevention of
war, The only hope, in my opinion—and
T trust T may not appear partisan when
T say it; [ do feel it deep down in my
heart—the only hope for the world is that
Labour Governments shonld come into
power in every eivilised country, With-
out any fear of contradiction I make the
ussertion that 1f the Social Demoeratic
parly had heen in power in Germany, the

Arms sgine

this
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present war would have been nnpossible.
That 15 the spirit of the working classes,
al any rate. The idea of the working
chisses was voiced fo some extenl by a
small band in Ferlin when war was de-
clared bhetween France and Germany in
1870, That band senl the foilowing mes-
sage fo their Ifrench comrades: “We are
the enemies ef all war. - Solemnly we pro-
mis¢ that neilher the sound of the trum-
pet. nor the roar of the cannon. neither
victory uor defeat, will swerve us from
owr ¢common purpose, the union of the
(npilers of all conntries.” Whilst we. as
representatives of the workers. now {hat
this great struggle is upon us, revognise
tluat we have o zo shoulder to shoulder.
and wlilsl we are prepared io bear our
share of the brunt of the fighting, never-
theless we contend that there is a befter
and  brighter future, which will arise
when the working classes oel into power
i a democratic Germany of the future.
T thank hon. members very much for their
kind attention.
On motion by
adjourned.

Mr. Heiminann debate

House adjowrned at 1046 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the (haie at 4.30
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PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Premier: Siatement by the Audi-

tor General respecting (he anditing of
trading concerns.

[ASSEMBLY.]

By the Attorney General: Statutes 17
and 18 of the University of Western Aus-
trala.

By the Minister for Works: Regula-
fions 1-6 nnder the Industries Assistance
Aet. 18975

By Mon. . H. Underwood {Honorary
Minister) : Annual Report of the Chief
Protector  of  Aborigines for the year
ended 20th June, 1814,

NOTICK OF QUESTION—BLACKBOY
HILL CAMP.

Mr. GEORGLE (Murrav-Wellington) :
I give uotice that fu-morrow I shall ask
the Premier: WilI he make imquiries
from {he Commonwealth Government
as fo: 1, Whether it is a fact
{that at Blackboy Hill Camp. where
there are aboul  3.000 men now in
camyp, wuly three water taps ave available
for the nse of the men and for washing
up purposes? 2. Whether it is & faet that
at the ecamp there are seven shower baths,
which are not avallable tor the wmen he-
lween the hours of 7 am, and 5 pan.? 3,
Whether it 15 not m the interests of the
volutiteer movement that better sanitary
arrangements be inmediatelv installed? 4,
If these guedlions are answered in the
alliemative, will the PPremier nse his in-
fluence 10 have more saitable arrange-
menis made?

The PREMIER (Hon.
Brown Hill-lvanhoe): [ have noth-
ing whatever to do with it. There 15 2
mwember for the district in the House of
Representatives, and there are six Sena-
tors representing the State. If the hon.
member wires to one of them he can gef
the information: 1 cannot give it (o him.

J. Seaddan—

QUESTION — AGRICULTURAL DE-
VELOPMENT, JUTE IMPORTA-
TION.

Mr. HARRISON: asked the Minister
for Agriculture: 1. Is it considered by his
department to be in the best interests of
agriecultural development that the presen
methods of selling jutes at the value of
eontents contained therein should be con-



